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♦Letter from Alexander Dalrymple, Efquire, to the Court of 
Directors, dated, Alexandria, 19th January 1777, and received 
over-land 17th March 1777. 

To the Honorable the Court of Direftors of the Ea/l-India Company. 

HONORABLE, 

I WROTE from Cairo the 14th, enclofing a Copy of Lord Pigot's 
Letter to you of the 9th O&ober, by which you will perceive that I 
came to Suez in the Swallow (loop of war, to give your Honors the ear- 
lieft and fulleft intelligence of the ftate of your affairs on the Coaft of 
Coromandel. I expe&ed to have taken my paflage for Marfeilles imme- 
diately from hence, where I arrived this morning ; but, much to my fur- 
prize, I was joined on the road by a guard, who conduced me and my 
baggage to the Commandant's Houfe, and after detaining me feveral 
hours and examining in the minuteft manner all my things, which they 
have fealed up till orders are received from Cairo, let me out, on the 
afiurance of M. Brandi, ~an Italian gentleman, a&ing Conful here for the 
Northern Powers and Naples, that he would be refponfible I did not leave 
the place before thofe Anfwefs came. The reafon affigned for this pro- 
ceeding is, that on our departure from Suez the Bafhaw's officers there 
put feals on our trunks, &c. On our arrival at Cairo, Mr. Baldwin faid 
it was what he had no right to do, and defired them to be opened. Colonel 
Capper having opened his hand-efcrutore, I was induced to open mine 
alfo, being apprehenfive that the great rains we had in the journey from 
Suez to Cairo might have damaged the papers, and folicitous to tranfmit 
to your Honors the contents of the packet above-mentioned before my 
departure. Opening thefe packages is made the pretext for this embargo, 
as they fuppofe valuable effects have been removed ; and they aflented to 
our departure from Cairo, in hopes that thofe imaginary treafures would 
be replaced, and fall into their hands on a fearch here. What may be the 

♦ Since the receipt of this Letter a Duplicate lias been received, with variations and 
additions ; alfo with a Memorandum, or Pofticript, which is hereunto annexed. 
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ncfdt of therr disappointment time muft determine. Mr. <B»ldwm, by a 
letter juft now received, intimates, that he fees no likelihood of matters 
being accommodated but for a much larger' fum than I can authorize 
him to give ; and your packets, as well as every other paper, remain at 
prefent, leafed up by Mr. Brandi, in pofiefiian of this Government. This 
circumftance muft be my excufe for being lefs explicit in regard to the 
ftate of your affairs on the Coaft of Coromsftdfel j -bat ( I write this for 
your information, in cafe any accident fhould happen further to us. 

2. The execution 6f your orders for reftoring Tanjore to theHajah, 
though gfoUncted on juftice and good policy, and highly honorable to the 
riaticfn,' was extremely difgufting to the Nabob, as the acquifition of that 
kfagdofn had long been the favourite object of his purfuit, that being alrnoft 
tfh'e only Gentoo Government in the Carnatic ; the "Nabob having,, on vari- 
ous prfctences, rooted out the others fince Lord Pigot*s former adminiftra- 
"tidn, and bythefe means increafed his revenues above L. 350,000 per annum. 
The Nabob could nOt be prevailed on to give his content to the. reftitution ; 
in which it is faid he was encouraged by .Sir Robert Fletcher's afllirances, 
that Lord Pigot dared not carry the Company's orders into execution with- 
out Tris, the' Nabob's, confent. However, after much delay, it was. deter- 
mined, nemine contradicente, to carry the orders into effedt without his 
concurrence •, and it was unanimously refolvecl inCouncil, that it was necef- 
fary and proper for the Prefident to proceed to Tanjore in perfon, to carry 
the Company's orders into execution, byreftoringthe Rajah to the Govern- 
ment of his. country/ Accordingly Lord Pigot left Madrafs the end .of 
'March, effefted the bufinefs, and returned the beginning of May. 

'3. On our return LordPigot's conduct met with the approbation of the 
Council •, Sir Robert Fletcher having gone away on pretence of indifpofi- 
v jtion, fcfter concurring in accepting the fum offered by the" Rajah for the 
-defence of his country. Some of the other Membefs excepted to his Lord- 
Ihip's proceedings concerning the'Dobbeerj and Mr.'Mackay alfo to the 
jannifhment his Lordfhip had ordered to be iftfli&ed on a Madrafs Dubafh, 
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.named jCotper^ who, .the {Rajah complained had intruded Jtfmfelf into 
iusjwefoucq, wfccpgwe to flfi^p, t^e very mght of pur arrival, telling km 
Lord Pigqt wrqujd ^ocompjiend r tp rhim to pip Jus country under ijie Gyn- 
fttBiyts iprowftifln, and n?qi^re an Epgli|h garrifon to be kept in the fort ; 
,fcHK ; advifing4)i|Qto be $x/n in refufiog : theje propofitions, and to reply, 
-that he ^oqldjgoyern his. country as his father had done, and protett jt 
-iftlh his Qwatroops ; .and affuripg the Rajah he (Con>er^) was fupported by 
ibven Mcmberspf the Council. Every beat} qf t)i& ^efplutions of the Coun- 
cil , it .appeared this man had been made acquainted with, and advifed rf)e 
cRajah to oppofe, offering to fypply him *ny film of money, he might w?nt. 
Jt was fufpe&ed the Nabob had ernployed fiim .as an emifiary, to cpunfel 
the Rajah to his deftru&ion. Lord Pigot cut his machinations very (hort, 
by ordering him to be chabucked on the public parade. 

4. This man had 'been the inftrument employed in bringing on the 
•Rajah's misfortunes ; the ftory I heard at Tanjore, and informed Lord 
<Pigot, who aflced the Rajah, and was affured that it was faft, at leaft the 
moft material circumftances, the Rajah only reciting to his Lordfhip what 
he himfdf knew : perhaps writing from memory I may err in fome trivial 
circumftances, • but the general fubftance is too ftrongly imprinted on my 
memory to be forgotten. 

5. The Nabob having, on various pretences, got the Adminiftration 
to embark in the expedition againft Tanjore in Mr. Dupre's government * 
-and hfar fon having then (in 1771) whilft our army lay before Tanjore, 
concluded a treaty with the Rajah*, by this treaty the Rajah engaged 
to pay, including prefents, 52 Lacks of Rupees: he accordingly, having 
borrowed money, and pledged part of his jewels with the Dutch, paid 40 
Lacks in two years. The Nabob, ftill felicitous to get Tanjore, repre- 
fentcd at Madrafs, that the Rajah did not mean to pay the money he had 
engaged. As foon as the Rajah heard this, being very much alarmed at 
the idea of the Nabob's intending to bring the EnglUh againft him, he 
fent for Comera, who happened to be then at Tanjore, being concerned in * 
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lending money on mortgages in that country. The Rajah told him his fears, 
and alked him if he could give him bills payable at Madrafs for the 12 
Lacks which remained due ; Comera aflured him he would, and received a 
valuable prefent in confequence of his giving a bill on his mailer Mr. Ben- 
field. The Rajah tranfmitted this bill to the Nabob, and fent a Vackeel, 
with two fine horfes, fome jewels, and other prefents, to the Nabob, toge- 
ther with a letter, expreffing, that as he had now difcharged his engage- 
ments, he hoped to be received into favour. Before the Rajah difpatched 
the bill, he fent for Comera, and interrogated him if the money would cer- 
tainly be paid ; he aflured him it would, and fwore upon milk, which is 
a folemn attfcftation amongft them, in teftimony of the truth of what he 
faid. 

6. The Nabob flopped Comera in his way to Madrafs ; and having fet- 
tled with him, when the Vackeel was received, in prefence of all the 
other Vackeels from the country princes, the Nabob flew out into a vio- 
lent rage, abufing the Rajah for a rafcal, and appealing to all the Vackeels, 
declaring he had received no bill, and that this was only a knavifh trick of 
the Rajah. The Vackeel, (truck with aftonifhment, declared the bill was 
given by Comera on Mr. Benfield ; and Comera being produced, vowed he 
knew nothing of the matter, and that he had given no bill. This was 
one of the arguments urged for the fecond fiege of Tanjore ; at the fame 
time Comera trumped up a ftory to amufe the Rajah, afluring him, that 
he had fettled every thing with Governor Wynch, and that the Rajah had 
nothing to fear, at the very time his deftruftion was determined. The 
Rajah, before the commencement of the war, wrote to the Governor of 
Madrafs, profeffing his intentions of adhering to his engagements, and 
mentioning his having fent this bill on Mr. Benfield. That gentleman, 
thinking this letter required fome notice on his part, wrote a letter to the 
Prefident and Council, that he thought it neceflary to explain what he knew 
of the matter, as his name was mentioned by the Rajah, though unnecef- 
farily. He obferved, that a black man to the foutbward, with whom he had fome 
mercantile concerns, had drawn a bill upon him, without his authority, on 
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the fecurity of a mortgage in the Tanjore country ; and that the inftant 
he heard of ft, he, as a faithful fervant to the Company, in obedience to 
their orders, would have nothing to do with it ; and that his Highnefs the 
Nabob was well acquainted with all the circumftances. This black man to 
the fouthward was Mr. Benfield's fervant Comera, and Mr. Benfield now 
alledges he has mortgages in the Tanjore country to a great amount. 

7. *Mr. Benfield finding there was an end to all his proje&s in the Tanjore 
country, by the reftoration of that country to the Rajah, and the punifli- 

l - ment infli&ed on Comera, left no ftone unturned to embarrafs Lord Pigot; 

and after a Refolution paffed the Council, that the Adminiftration could not 
interfere in his favour concerning his tranfa&ions in the Tanjore country ; 
the Nabob's claims of mortgages on that country being inadmiflible, in 
confequence of the Company's orders to reftore the country to the Ra- 
jah ; and Mr. Benfield's other claims not being fufficiently explained ; 
Mr. Benfield, with whom moft of the Madrafs people are involved, had 
* influence enough to get this Refolution revoked, the Nabob having conci- 
liated fome of the Members who had hitherto fupported his Lordfhip. 

8. NotMng followed but continual «liflenfions in Council ; there was a 
conftant majority agaiuft Lprd Pigot in every thing which concerned the 
Nabob or Tanjore •, and Colofiel Stuart having found that Lord Pigot's pro- 

»* teftion would not be fo profitable to him as the countenance of the ad- 

verfe party, eftranged hirafelf totally from Lprd Pigot, and attached him- 
felf to Mr. Benfield, &c.~ Colonel Stuart foon after his arrival was appointed 
to the command of Vellour, at the re^ppimendariOh of Sir Robert pie teller, 
who aflignqd fuch good reafons for this appointment, that 1^ as well as 
others of Lord Pigot's friends, very heartily concurred in the meafare, 
although his Lordfhip had mentioned inCounfcilthat Colonel Stuart wtfhed 
to go tG the fouthward. Some time after, when Colonel Stuart had changed 
his attachments," he wrote a Letter to Sir Robert Fletcher, claiming Tan- 
jore as the moft important command, although only three companies of 
Europeans were in that place, aod a whole battalion at Vellour $ and Sir 
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Robert Fletcher recommended that he (hould be accordingly appointed. 
There was a confidcrable time palled between this application and any refo- 
lution upon it ; and in the mean while the Rajah having learnt that Colo- 
nel Stuart was intended to be fent down, and very much alarmed that a 
perfon intimately conne&ed with Mr. Benfield,&c. fhould be fent, requefted 
that Colonel Harper might be continued in the command. This the Ma- 
jority abfolutely refufed, and refolved that Colonel Stuart fhould be ap- 
pointed. 

9. Lord Pigot had recommended that a Chief and Council (hould be 
eftablifhed at Tanjore, which he knew would be very acceptable to the, 
Rajah, and was convinced would be beneficial to the Company. The 
Majority carried this in the negative \ but Mr. Ruflell was appointed Refi- 
dent there without a Council ; Mr. Stratton, who had voted againft the 
other, voting for this : however, the very day of N£r. Dawlbn's departure, 
that Gentleman having always fupported Lord Pigot, Mr. Jourdan threw 
down upon the Confultatiop Table a paper, which he faid was a Motion 
about the Committee of Circuit, and Mr. Mackay feconded it bejbre it was 
read, or the contents explained ; it was, " That the Committee of Circuit 
c * (of which Mr. Ruflell was a member) (hould immediately let out." The 
obvious intention was to prevent Mr. Ruflell from, proceeding to Tanjore, 
* which was become the more aeceffary, ffc>m the refufal of the Majority to 
grant the Rajah's requeft to continue Colonel Harper in the command, who 
was an unexceptionable man, and hpd always been particularly attentive not 
to give offence to the Genfoos in their ceremonies and cuftoms ; and the re- 
ports which had Jjeeo Ipread that LgrdJPigot was (hortly to return to Eng- 
land. Lord Pigot thought it neceflarythar a perfon of confequence (hould 
gb to Tanjore to remove all the Rajah's apprehenfions, and afly ri» r him, 
that he might rely on your Honors protection •, and his LordfhJJ) made 
choice of Mr. Ruflell, not only as a per£op likely to gain the Rajah's con- 
fidence, but as his appointment would teftify that his Lordlhip had not 
toft all influence in the Council, as was induftrioufly propagated. Every 
argument and entreaty his Lordflup xcKtld ufe were in vain j the Ma- 
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jority of the Council repeatedly refufed to let 7 Mr. Ruffell go to Tanjore, 
even for a few days 5 and his Lordfhip was, for the reafons he had repeat- 
edly given, induced to declare, he never would give his after* to Colonel 
Stuart's going until Mr. Ruffell went. This matter remained long in alter- 
cation i but in Auguft the Majority determined to carry their point, which 

was become of the more confequence, from the very extraordinary pairts 

^ * 

the Nabob had taken to prevent Mr. Ruflell's appointment i a matter in 
which y apparently, his intereft was not in any degree concerned -, %nd it. / 
was faid Colonel Stuart had undertaken, for a profitable confidetetion, to 
manage Mr. Benfield's concerns, and was to carry a. relation of f omera as 
his Dubafh. 

10. When the matter came into consideration, Lord Pigot again repeat- 
ed his requeft that Mr. Ruffell might be permitted to go to Tanjore ; 
begging, that as it was in itfelf a matter which could not be of eflential 
injury to the Company, they would grant ft to his requeft, if they ftill . 
continued to think the appointment unnecefsary. However they were in- 
flexible, and gave in feparate Minutes in writing, that Colonel Stuart fhould 

» 

be fent with inftf u&ions, which they expreffed their approbation of, al- 
though thofe inflpfUftionfi had not been read or conlidered at the Council 
• Board. Lord Pigot declared he would not put his name to any inftru&ions 
at that time to Colonel Stuatt ; and tile Majority, probably to confult with • 
Sir Robert Fletcher, who was not prefent, defired the Council might be ad- . 
journed, as it was a veryjferious matter, and required time to confider what * 
ihould bedone : this the Piefident readily affentedt&. t When the Council again 
met, his Lordflbip obferved, that Colonel Stuart's going to Tanjore was not 
eflential to th^Company *s intereft ; he reprefented th<j many inconveniences * 
that would attend carrying matters further, the difficulty it would lay tne of- 
ficers undrr* -who are ordfcred to obey the Prefident and his Council by the 
ComrtiiflioiObf Government which conftitutes Kim the Governor, and 
names the feveral perfons appointed in Council the better to enable him 
to maaage the affairs of the Company \ obferving, that the tenor of all 
CommifEons requires obedience to the. Prefident and Council, without any 
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provifo of a Majority of Council ; he earneftly entreated that it might be 
left to your Honors' decifion, whether the Majority could aft without the 
Prefident's concurrence, which he knew from his own experience in forty 
years fervice never had been done, and the records of the Company in . 
former times (hew was not the original conftitution ; not to mention the 
Royal Charter of 1753, con ft itu ting the Courts of Juftice, in which, in 
almoft every inftance where the Council is named, the Governor is ex- 
prefsl^ required to be one. That a Prefident could do nothing againft the 
confent of his Council, but that his concurrence was equally neceffary to con- 
Jftitute an a£t of Government as the confent of the Majority ; which concur- 
rence, indeed, a Prefident would in general give, even againft his own opinion, 
as he, by refufing his affent, took the whole refponfibility upon himfelf \ but 
in cafes where noeflential detriment couldhappen by his refufaljbutmuch incon- 
venience might enfuefrom his affent,itwas his duty to withhold it. All he could 
urge was in vain •, and as the mode of their proceeding* had been mentioned 
in the debate of the former day, his Lordlhip came prepared for all proba- 
ble events •, and when Mr. Stratton .and Mr. Brooke put their names to a 
JLetter to the Secretary, to fign Colonel Stuart's inftruAions By Order of 
'She Council, inftead of theufual form, By Order of the Prefident and Council^ 
iiis Lordfhip defired it might be handed to him ; which Bring done, he faid 
he would flop the bufinefs in that ftage, and. produced a charge againft 
thofe gentlemen, as being guilty of an aft fubverftve of the authority 
of Government, and tending to introduce anarchy^ by figning an order to 
jthe Secretary to iffue inftruftioas to Colonel Stuart, which had not been 
.approved and pafled by the Pjefident and Council. The matter was come 
Xo that alternative, or y the Governor appointed by your Honors muft have 
been- a cypher •, except when they found it convenient tq,m^e ufe of him 
as talking horfe, for every bafe.aft they might think proper to ufe his 
name in. Purfuant to the Handing orders* " That whenever: a charge is 
** made againft any Member of the Council* they are to wwWraw," the 
Prefident moved, that thofe gentlemen fliould withdraw; explaining him- 
felf, that he did not mean to leave the room, but f pnly their feats at the 
^Council Board. An adjournment of the Council was propofed, which 
2 fcemed 
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Teemed to meet the general concurrence, that the gentlemen might have 
time to make a reply to the charge, or remove it by an acquiefcence 
with the Prefident's former recommendation to refer it to your Honors; 
but they declared they did not conGder it as a charge, and that it did 
not defer ve any anfwer. The Prefident then moved, that they fhould 
be fufpended till your pleafure be known *, which was pa fled in the affir- 
mative by the Prefident's cafting vote. 

ii. Next day all the Members of Council prefent at Madrafs, except 
the two fufpended Members, were fummoned to Council ; Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Meflleurs Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, inftead of 
attending according to the fummons, fent by a Notary Public a letter, 
figned by themfelves and by Mefiieurs Stratton and Brooke, declaring 
they were the only legal reprefentatives of the Company. Of this letter 
no notice was taken, as it was thought fome at leaft would refledt on the 
impropriety of their proceedings, and it was intended to fummon them 
again to the next Council. However, in the afternoon, copies of this 
letter were, by their order, circulated in the garrifon to the officer of the 
main guard, the town major, fecretaries, Sec. This ad tending to excite a 
mutiny required immediate attention i the Prefident called a Council, 
when Sir Robert Fletcher was ordered into arreft, and the other gentle- 
man fufpended : Colonel Stuart was of courfe appointed to the command 
of the troops, and he fupped with Lord Pigot in the Fort houfe; his 
Lord (hip not thinking it proper to go out of the Fort that evening to fup 
at the Company's Garden-houfe, as he ufually did, although he always 
returned at night to the Fort. Colonel Stuart next morning invited him* 
felf to breakfaft with his Lordflup, and afterwards to dinner. 


12. Lord Pigot being informed that the Nabob was under the greateft 
apprehenfions from what had happened in Council, to quiet Jiis fears added 
a paragraph to a letter which had been refolved on in Council fome days 
before, in which his Lordlhip obferved* that he was fenfible the contents of 
that letter were on fubje&s not agreeable to his Highnefs * that nothing 
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could have induced him to mention them but his duty to the Company* 
affuring the Nabob he would be happy if his Highnefs would point ouc 
in whac manner he could teftify his regard ; and this his Lordfhip fenc 
by Mr. Holland, the Company's Tranflator. 

13. In the evening, at the Fort-houfe, Colonel Stuirt, in prefence. 
of Mr. Ruflell, Myielf, Mr. Stone, and Mr. Lathom, ftrenuoufly urged 
delay till next morning, but at lafl allured Lord Pigot, upon bis bmour % 
that he would that night iflfue to the out garrifons the oTder of Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher's being under arreft, if we would order the Tappics to be 
detained, which was done accordingly. His Lordfhip wa9 deceived by 
the candour of his own difpofition, and had no fufpicion of Colonel Stuart's 
villainy, who was only amufing him till it was dark -, Colonel Stuart hav- 
ing at this time an order in his pocket, figned by himfclf, to Captain Ly- 
faught, for conveying his Lordihip a prifoner to the Mount. 

14. Lord Pigot went with Colonel Stuart, he having afted his Lord- 
fliip to convey him to the Company's Garden-houfe to fupper ; when 
the chaife was got about half a mile from the Fort, Colonel Edington, 
the AcljutanVGeneral, came tunning towards them, and when he ap- 
proached the horfes heads, he waved his drawn fword, and called out 
Seapoys! when a party came from the other fide, and Captain Lyfaughe 
came up to the chaife with a piftol- in his hand, and told Lord Pigot he 
was his prifoner ; and Colonel Stuart, taking his Lordfhip by the arm, 
foid, " Get out." Lord Pigot was then conduced to Mr. Benfield's poft- 
chaife, which was Handing by the road fide ; an orderly ferjeant came out 
of it, and hisLorJihip was defired to get in ; Captain Lyfaught followed, 
keeping the piftol in his hand, and conveyed him to the Mount, where 
be delivered him as a prifoner into the cuftody of Major Home, who 
commanded the artillery cantoned there. Colonel Stuart returned to the 
yorr, and declared Mr. Stratton to be the Governor. 
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i£. Mr. Sjratton and his Aflbciates publiflied a Proclamation, in th« 
tame of bis Majtfty and the EngVifh Nation, declaring the motives of their 
conduct in making his Lordfliip a prifoner, which was principally 
grounded on Lord Pigot's having refufed his affent to Colonel Stuart'* 
going to Tanjore, which the Majority had determined to be necejfary \ 
though, fince their affuming the Government, that necejjity has vanifhed, 
Colonel Stuart's prefence having been thought ftill more neceflary for 
their protection. The other motives were, his Lordfhip having infilled 
that he had a right to adjourn the Council, maintaining his aflent being 
neceflary to make an aft of Qovernmcnt, apd his refufing to put a quek 
tion to the vote, notwithftanding the fenfe of the majority. 

16. His Lordfliip never £>ropofed an adjournment to ftop any enquiry 
againft himfelf or his friends, but there muft be fome rules of order ; and 
it feems the natural office of the Prefident to adjourn as to call a Council ; 
Otherwife an oppoGtion, with ftrcng conftitutions, might, by relieving 
each other, carry any meafure they pleafed, or put a total ftop to all 
bufinefs.. 

xj. The objection concerning his Lordfliip's refufing to put a queftiont 
to the vote requires fome explanation. The tftablifhed cuftom of the 
fer\rice, confirmed by your Honor's orders, and the recent refoiutions of 
the Council, when a public advertifement was affixed to the gates to that 
effedt, many of the Members of the prefent Majority concurring therein*, 
is, that all intercourfe with the country powers fhall be confined to the 
Prefident j by the laxity of Government this and almoft every other regu-. 
lation had been broke through > qpt long before our arrival this orJer 
was enforced, forbidding vifits to the. Nabob, &c. without the Prefident's, 
leave j and the Governor-Qeneral and Council jn Bengal, to whom the 
matter had been referred by Mr. Wynch and his Council, declared th^ 
prohibition was conformable to the eftablifhed regulations of the fervic^ 
and your orders. On Lord Pigot's arrival, finding fpies had been kept; 
<>n the Nabob to bring account of every thing he faid, he informed the 
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Nabob that he had removed all thefe, and would not reftrafn any body 
from vifuing him, being perfuaded his Highnefs would pay that attention 
to his old friend's advice, which no other perfon would be able to with- 
draw, fhould there be any one fo inclined. When Lord Pigot found that 
the proceedings in Council were communicated to the Nabob immedi- 
ately, and had good reafon to believe Members of the Board had given 
the Nabob advice to obftrudt him in the management of the Company's 
affairs, he thought it proper to withdraw the general licenfe, and on a 
motion in Council it paffed as a refolution, that no Member of the Council 
ihould vifu or receive vifits from the Nabob or his Sons. 

18. Sir Robert Fletcher was one who voted againft this refolution \ 
fome time after he propofed a Motion to refcind that refolution • his Lord- 
fhip obferved, that pa (Ting refolutions one day, and refunding them the 
next, were extremely prejudicial to the Company's intereft, by making 
the Government contemptible for its ficklenef* \ but in the pre fen t inftance, 
it was by the regulations of the Service, and the orders of the Company, 
a privilege veiled in their Governor, and was not therefore a proper fubjeft 
of the Council's difcuflion ; that he would not put the queftion, although 
it was almoft the only queftion he could think of that he would not put, 
as he knew the refolution was entirely conformable to the Company's 
orders, of the propriety of. which orders he was every day fenfible ; that 
he faw a breach of thofe orders, by refcinding the refolution, could anfwer 
no purpofe but increafmg his difficulties in tranfafting the Company's 
affairs. At the fame time that he jrefufed to put this queftion of Sir Robert 
Fletcher for refcinding a former refolution, he offered to put one of Mr. 
Mackay's for refcinding another refolution, becaufe that did not concern 
the Company eflentially, but himfelf. However Mr. Mackay declined 
having it put, as the other was refufed. It, may alfo be obferved, that 
if Members in a Minority can again introduce when they pleafe a matter 
whicfe has been carried by a Majority, the fame fubjeft may be eternally 
renewed* and a total ftop* put to all bufinefs. 

19. Mr. 
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19. Mr. Mackay, who now pretends to be fo much the Nabob's friend, 
propofcd in Council, foon after the Grenvillt's arrival, to fcize the Nabob*s 
perfon ; and afterwards endeavoured to perfuade me that my objections 
to it, as a breach of public faith which no apprehenfions could vindicate, 
were romantic and unfupported, and that my notions were incompatible 
with public bufinefs. 

20. Almoft the firft aft of the felf-made Government was to write let- 
ters to Mr. Ruffell, Myfclf, and Mr. Stqne, faying, the fupport we had 
given to Lord Pigot convinced them no dependence could be put in us, 
and therefore that they fufpendtd us the fervice ; and they afterwards 
wrote a fionlar letter to Mr. Lathom, who had attended but one Council. 

21. The morning after the Nabob came in great ftate into the Fort 
to congratulate Mr. Stratton, and gave public tcftimony of his rejoicing. 
It is reported, however, that they have in vain endeavoured to get from 
him, in writing, the fan&ion of his name to the meafures they have pur- 
fued,jthough his gold has the credit of being the inftrument which brought 
about thefe events. 

22. Immediately after a (Turning the Government, Mr. Stratton, &c. 
promifed a reward in public orders to the foldiers, doubled the pore 
guards, and appointed a piquet guard, being alarmed by their own 
fears ; and fent an order to Major Home, under their hands, that in cafe 
of any attempt being made to refcue Lord Pigot, his Lordfhip's life muft 
anfwer it ; and a few days after Colonel Edington was fent to remove his 
Lord (hip at midnight from the Mount, he would not tell whither. It 
is now faid Chingleput was the place, but there are good grounds to be- 
lieve that would not have been his Lordfhip's fate. However Lord 
Pigot declared he would not truft himfelf with a traitor, and that whiift 
he had life he would not be removed from thence, but to his own Fort 
or his Majefty's fliip. His determination, and the fenfe thfc men feemed 
to have of his Lordfhip's ficuation, induced Major Home to become 
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fecurity for that time. It fince appears, by the affidavit of Mr. Randall, 
who is gone to England in the Grenville, that the Nabob's fecond fon 
had before this been tampering for his Lord {hip's afTaflinatibA; great 
pains have been taken to invalidate Mr. Randall's evidence, but there is 
fcarce a man in the Settlement who is not now of opinion* or who has not 
heretofore exprefied fuch fentiments, that the fecond fon is capable of that 
or any villainy to promote his ambitious views ; for my own part I have 
not experience or knowledge of him to judge from my own bbfervations. 

23. The Governor-General and Council in Bengal have taken a decided 
part, in declaring they will fupport Mr. Stratton, &c. in the Government, 
although they fay they were not then become mafters of all the circunv* 
fiances which produced this event. This refolution of their's will proba- 
bly fecure his Lordfhip's perfon for the prefent, but men are not with- 
out apprehenfions on that account hereafter. Hhs Lordfhip bears his fitu- 
ation with that dignity, fortitude, and tranquillity, which conftitute his 

character. 

* 

24. This change has taken away all confidence the natives had in our 
Government, as they cannot think themfelves fecure, either in their per- 
fons or property, when they fee a Governor, of fuch known abilities and 
diftinguifhed public fervices, can be deprived of that government, which 
his fpirited conduft faved from the public enemy, and whofe commiffioti 
exprefsly fays he (hall continue in the execution of that truft till removed 
by the Court of Dire&ors; and whether this be effeftcd by an appeal to 
the army, who are to obey and not to judge, or by the mandate of the 
Nabob, is equally alarming. It is pofitively laid the Nabob has opened his 
hoards upon the occafion, and tint Mortiz Aly Cawn's money, taken in 
Vellour in 1762, has been produced, and the half- batta has been reftored. 

25. A few days before Lord Pigot was feized, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
who, being indifpofed, had not attended Council, fent a letter recom- 
mending that the Europeans Ihould be removed from Madrafs, and 

that 
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that the half-batta ftiould be reftored, reproaching himfelf for his hilly 
acquiefcence in that propofuion of the Prcfident; by which he obvioufly 
meant to alienate the affe&ions of the army from the Governor, although 
he and all his aflbciates had concurred in that meafure without obp&ion \ 
and it now appears he had gained over the Captains of the two batta- 
lions of Seapoys ftationed at Madrafs, viz. Edington and Barclay. 

26. Soon after Lord PIgot was made a prifoner, Mr. Benfield and 
Comera went to Tanjore. Mr. Benfield carried a letter, which he endea- 
voured to get the Rajah to write to Madrafs, but the Rajah pofitively 
refufed. It is fuppofed this letter was an accufation of or complaint 
again ft Lord Pigot ; and Mr. Stratton tells the Rajah in a letter, that he 
knows him to be weak, timid, and obftinate. This letter 1 believe went 
by Mr. Benfield, and was the commencement of his correfpondence. 
Your Honors may eafily conceive what the Rajah muft feci on the 
occafion. 

27. The particular fituation in which I am, deprived of accefs to all 
papers, will be my excufe for this imperfeft narration: I fhall only add, 
that I am, 

Honorable, 

Your faithful humble Servant, 

Alexandria, 
19th January 1777. 

A. DALRYMPLE. 


P. S. His Majefty's (loop Swallow, Captain Panton, is now at Suez * 
as feveral of his people have the fcurvy, and all of them require 
refrefhment, the foutherly winds, which continue about a month, 
may perhaps fet in before he is ready to depart ; it is therefore 
fqffible your Honors, by an application to the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, 
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fniraky, might obtain an order from their Lordfhips in time for 
her continuance at Suez to carry your difpatches. Veffels M*e 
come from Marfeilles to this place in eleven days. 

^Memorandum, The foregoing letter having been written from 
memory without recourfe to any .papers, I perceive a few miftakes to 
be cor reded, and I think fome additions neceflary ; thefe additions are 
chiefly from authentic tranflations of letters from and to the King of 
Tapjore, and from fome memorandums of Lord Pigot's in my pofleffion ; 
the lad I have marked L. P. to diftinguifh them from my own : the re- 
ferences mark the paragraph of the letter to which they relate. 

Par. 3. " As fettling affairs at Tanjore'without the Nabob's confent 
** was a matter in which many difficulties might be expe&ed, and where 
" an impediment might by a (hort delay become an infurmountable 
<c obftacle, I thought it would be proper to go thither myfelf to execute 
c< the Company's orders, and all the Members of the Council agreed 
" unanimoujljy that it was proper and necejjaryfor me to go to Tanjore." 

- c< Some Members were propofed to be joined in deputation, but the 
<c Majority over-ruled that propofal, which came from Sir Robert Flet- 
c< cher, who objedted to the management of the Tanjore bufinefs being 
Ci intruded to the Prefident alone •, although but a little time before he 
u had propofed to me, and has fince entered that Minute on record, 
■" that the whole charge (hould be entrufted to the military ojjicer at Tan- 
<c jore. Mens* difappointments on this occafion, feveral Members having 
ci expreffed their wifhes to me in private that they might go to Tanjore, 
" together with private concerns and connexions, laid the foundation of 
cc that oppofuion which has uniformly fubfifted fince then. Sir Robert 
" Fletcher, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Jourdan, and Mr. Mackay diflented on 
cc the fubjeft of a deputation. To convince them and the world that I 
" had no finifter view in going to Tanjore, I offered to carry with 

* This Memorandum was received, with a corrected copy of the foregoing Letter, the 
7 th of 'April 1777. 

5 "me 
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" me Mr. Jourdan, who had before applied to me to go thither, and he 
" accepted my offer, although there was no deputation," 

44 I proceeded to Tanjore the 30th March, re-eftablifhed the Rajah in 
cc his Government, and returned to Madrafs, where I arrived the 5th May, 
4C having received a letter from the Rajah, requefting that the Company 
<( would not only garrifon the fort, but proteft his whole country with 
<l their troops, for which he offered to pay annually 400,000 Pagodas," 

44 Upon my return my conduit was approved by the Council, who 
'< unanimoufly agreed to accept the Rajah's offer of 400,000 Pagodas 
4< per annual, in confideration of defending the Tanjore country/ 1 

** Had the Fort of Tanjore alone been garrifoned by us, and the country 
* c defended by the Rajah's troops, there would have been conftant difputes 
** between them and the Nabob's people in every quarter.; and if our 
<4 garrifon in Tanjore was not to large as to awe the Rajah's forces, inftead 
" of being a fecurity and additional ftrength to the Company on this 
44 Coaft, a garrifon in Tanjore would have greatly weakened them ; the 
44 Rajah would probably have removed the feat of his re fide nee to Tome 
i€ other place* but by protecting the whole country the Rajah is more 
44 firmly eiiablifhed, having nothing to fear. from any parties at home, or 
<c enemies from abroad.; and being eafed of a great expenfe, the money fti- 
41 pulated to be paid to the Company (being very confidcrably lefs than 
44 what his military ufually coft) the Rajah will have a fum annually to 
41 lay out in improving his country, to which his attention win be folely 
44 direfted ; and the Tanjore country being on all fides confined by the 
4< Nabob's country or the fea, the Company cannot be under the 
44 nectfluy to make any increafe in their military eftablifhment on that 
44 account ; but on the contrary, there being but one intereft in the Car- 
** natic, there is lefs danger, having none but foreign foes to guard againft 
^ and nobody within to unite with them." 

£ « Some 
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'** fofte ftittloA of thfe kkiA Wis eflfctotially fifecefftry* for although Mr 
receipts on this coaft hkve bcerv adequate m defray our eapenfes and 
inveftment, the Company for fomc time pad receivingthe arrears of the 
" Nab6b*S debt to the artioiint df aboat JjbOydOO jfogodas per annum, yfct* 
u when the whole of this debt h paid off, whidh Will be in litrle more 
" than a year,* there will then be a deficiency in the receipts*, and confe- 
4C quently either the inveftment moft have been lefferied, Or the prefent 
" efiablifhmerit muft hav^e been dimimfhed, as? it is the higheft abforditjr 
cc to keep up troops in time of peace which ycu are unable to pay ; fo- 
(< that it was a very happy incident to make this prorvifion in a mtfnrier 
" entirely to the fatisfa&ioa, and for the intfeferft of both parties. The 
" Governor- General ami 'Council of Bengal condemn me for having. 
" ufed my influence with the Rajah to get him to write the letter making: 
cc this offer, although I muft have been wanting, in (Very fenfe of my; 
** duty if I had riot, as it was fo much the ifttereft of die Company, afnd, 
" of the Carnatic in geheral ; atod as it was unanimoufly tfefolved in Council,,. 
cc that it was heceffary to have the whole military force in the Carnaric 
under the Company, and paid by thttfi, the fafety of the Carnatic 
depending on a well difciplined fottc, reguhrrfy paid, being kept nip, 
<c which troops in the fervice of the codntfy powers nevdr a*e for rfnjy 
u length of time *, and the Board alfo were unanimous in their wijb, that 
" tfie Rajah of Tanjore might join them in thefr indeavous to place the. 
y country in this fituation.' * 

« But at the tame tfme I hiuft do the Rsrjafh jaftktc to fiy, that' 
u although he very readily conceived the propriety 'of 'What I feprdented 
€C to him, and as readily a flen ted to it, yit fo far ftdm his letter being more* 
u than zftnfe of gratitude could draw ffom dhy PHriee* 3 ihat the offer of 
"territory about Devy Cbtah came Entirely froth Wmfelf, without a 
•' hint on my part, and lias fenfe 6f 'gratitude and attathmertt to the 
« € Company fbf reffioring Win to his liberty and 'kingdom withept referva- 
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* K rion was unlimited, fo that he thought he could not by any words or 
«* aftions Efficiently expreis his confidence in them. M L* P. 

Par. to. The Ptefideat had the day before allured them, that if they 
would acquiefce in hie claim of putting a negative till the pleafure of the 
Court of Direftors was known* he would not put that negative, except on 
extraordinary occafiona, where the interest of the Company was effentially 
at ftake. 

Par. ro. Lord Pigot fays, cc he was aflured the . Majority had bound 
** themfelves by an oath to fupport each other." L. P. This circumftance 
£ did not. recoiled when the Letter was written.. 

* 

Bar. 15. I find Colonel Stuart's words were, **&v Sir," or *« go outj 
«Sir." 

Par. 1 6. On thefe three heads Lord Pigot had, in-reply to a former Mi- 
nute from them, expreffed himfelf very clearly in the draft of a General. 
Letter to the Court, of Direftors, propofed to be fent by the Grenville, . 
which he laid before the Council the 19th Auguft ; and therefore thefe 
matters being referred to the Court of Direftors, who were alone com- 
petent to decide upon them,, cannot be confidered as any grounds for their* 
proceedings. * Vide alfo the laft Note but one. 

Par. 23. Some time before this (21ft July) an anonymous Perfiani 
Letter was lcft.in the Fort-houfej in -this Letter are the following para- 
graphs* 


cc 


I can with great eafe procure many proofs in writing of the afliftance- 
given to the Nabob by- Members of the Council, and I (ball in prefence - 
of his Lordfiiip make a public declaration of what fums have been? 
** received by thefe. gentlemen, on condition that the Members of the Com- - 
?* J>afly in Europe fhall give me a Cowle granting me their protection." 

"Thee 
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«« The Nabob fejrspublickly in his Durbar, Who is'Lord Pigot? 1 
cc will not condefcend to fee him, and I "will fpend Crones to get him tura- 
" cd out of , his government ; my fons even (hall not be permitted to vifit 
<c him. The Commodore, a Sirdar of the King of England, fees me 
".often, and I can manage my affairs through his means." 

Ameer-ul Omrah, the Nabob's Tecond fon, has declared publickly, " That 
c< he has been at great pains to form a Majority in his favour of the Mem- 
u bers of the Board, - and that Lord Pigot willjbortfy be turned out of the 
".Council Room." . And I am affured, fince his Lordfhip's confinement, 
from what I think very good authority, that Hyder Ally's Vackeel affirms, 
the Nabob's fecond fon declared to him, " That he (Mr. Bcnfield) and 
"Colonel Stuart contrived and executed it, and that he can now do in 
" Council what he pleafed." 

fin regard to the firft .paragraph quoted of the anonymous Letter, I think 
it not amifs to obferve, that one day in Council, before Lord Pigot went 
to Tanjore, Sir Robert Fletcher exprefied furprize that there was not a 
Letter from the Nabob; and unguardedly recited fome circumftances 
which were contained in a Letter fent by the Nabob foon after : I had with- 
drawn when he recited thofe circumftances, but they were fo pointed, 
that both Lord Pigot and Mr. Ruffell afterwards took notice of them 
to me. 

The anonymous Letter adds, « The Nabob was once determined to 
44 have entered into all Lord Pigot's meafures, as he was convinced his 
Lordfhip was not to be led into his ; but fome Englifli gentlemen told 
him, that he fhould not liften to his Lordfhip; that the King of 
England and the Parliament were his friends, and could profecute the 
" Company for their orders. The Nabob, thus inftrufted by them, grew 
" bold and refraftory, or elfc he would have aflented to whatever the 
x< Company ordered.". 

" Soon 
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Soon after the Grenville's arrival Lord Pigot told me he was informed 
there were different opinions in the Nabob's Durbar about the Tanjore 
bufinefs •/ that the Nabob's old Counfellors had given their opinion to this 
effeft, 4< This mull be done, Lord Pigot is a firm man, but it may be 
" done by confent or compulfion. Lord Pigot has ever been your friend •, 
46 if done in the manner he recommends, you may be fure of his friend- 
44 fhip 5 and that nothing will be done without your knowledge, and always 

in the manner leaft exceptionable ; but if he is compelled to do this 

by the Company's authority, you cannot know what it may lead to, or 

what may be hereafter done by that authority." 

The other party alledged, " This was done not by the Nabob alone, 
44 but by the Governor and Council and Court of Direftors ; that the Na- 
4 < bob had therefore a right to infift that it flioujd not be undone without . 
€l referring his cafe to the Court of Directors." 

The words are, I find, " timorous, fickle, and weak," 

Par. 25. The Rajah, in a Letter to his Vackeel at Madrafs, fays, "On id 
44 Shaban (15th September) Mr. Benfield and Cqletapa Moodaly (Comera) 
4C came to deliver me Mr. Stratton's Letter ; the 3d, being a feaft day, I 
44 was vifited by Coletapa Moodaly only ; on the 5th they came together, 
44 and defired that I would anfwer the Governor's Letter ; upon my pro- 
44 mifing to do fo, Mr. Benfield told me that he would give me a copy of 
44 what I was to write ; I afked him why he fhould diftate an anfwer to a 
44 Letter I had received ? that I myfelf would do itj he told me that I 
44 muft not aft in that manner, that he would go and bring me what I was 
44 to write ; he accordingly the next day produced a foul copy of a Letter 
44 in Englifh, which I had tranflated \ upon examining it 1 found that it 
44 touched on an accufation of Lord Pigot : I then faid, it was not proper for 
44 me to write fucb things as bad not an exiftence^ but that I would declare 
44 what had happened, and give a direft anfwer to the Letter I received ; 
44 this I did, and he got it tranflated into Englifh •, after which he told 
44 me it was not proper ', and that / muft do as he directed me \ I did every 

F 4 * thing 
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*♦ thing in my power to excufe myfelf, but he remained pofitive, and con- 
* c tinned to importune me every day:" 
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On the 1 2th Mr. Benfield called upon me, and foon after returned 
* home. I then fent for Coletapa Moodaly, and faid to him, " You prevent 
me from anfwering the Governor's Letter, and he will be offended at my 
not doing it. The oppofition you make is fruitlefs ; . you may depend 
upon it I will not write what you defire me ; confent then that I write 
a true account of what has happened. You are a man of confequence^ 
* " let us fettle this bufinefs amicably, -and be not difcontented." 

44 He would give no ear to what I faid, but malicioufly declared, that he 

wanted no fucb anfwer to Mr. Stratton ? s Letter ; and defired that I would 

.write an anfwer to -the fecond Letter, which related to themfelves only: 

,he then went away, threatening that he would not return again. What* 

Hate of uncertainty am I in at prefent ? Should this man wickedly mif. 

reprefent things, who will believe me? On Wednefday the 13th I wrote 

and' gave him an Anfwer to the fecond Letter I received ; the Anfwer to 

the firft now remains by me : I told him that I would be very* happy if 

.he received it, but that if he did not I would fend it through another 

v channel; he told me that he would not take it, and defired me to mark 

.what would happen after bis departure from hence. He added, 

C4 You will repent this when it is' too late ; I will fee the time when you 
'will be in the fame Jituation with bis Lordjbip, and that four Counfellors 
;'fhall be ftationed' here ; then fee what will befall. you: After this he went 
•home. 

« Mr. Benfield told me, that, 2* I did as he defired, he would fettle 
>*very thing to my fetisfaftion, and that it would be much to my advant- 
age; if not % that I would meet with the refentment of the Council, and none 
of my wifhes would be accomplijhed. This is the manner in which he threatens 
me ; if I refufe him any thing, I know not what confequenee may await 
-me. Benfield does not confider my ftation, or -the refpeft that is due 
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Extra&s of a Letter from (he Vackeel to the Rajah. 

"" Mr. Stratton then faid, that you was much impoveriftied by a fum of 
" money you had given Lord Pigot ; I told him, that when Lord Pigot 
cc went to Tanjore, rc-eftablilhed you, and was returning to Madrafs, he 
" refilled even to receive his honorary drefs which you offered him. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


What money and effe&s (faid I) was there then in the country? 
Every thing was carried away, and the bare walls of the Fort only re- 
mained {landing, that when you was reftored you had not even a carpet 
to fit upon ; and how was it then poflible that you could give ready 
money <to his Lordftrip ? 


" -He defired that I would make particular enquiry, and told me that 
" his Lordfhip had received two diamonds of great value: I anfwered, that 
" when the country had been robbed of all the jewels belonging to it, 
" where could thefe diamonds come from ? He then faid, that I muft 
" enquire of every perfon, and endeavour to bring his Lordfhip in guilty ; 
" I told him that Iliad it not in my power to do fo. 

" He then faid, that you had given hts Lordfliip and Moodoo Kiftnah an 
" obligation for a fum of money ; and that 400,000 Cullums of grain had 
" come from Tanjore for this purpofe : I then aflured him, that no grain 
" was given to bis Lordfhip ; that you had fent the aboye-mentioned quan- 
" tity, as there was an overplus in your country <and a Scarcity of it in 
" Madrafs*; that no other grain was given; and that the whole was a 
<c report only, and did not defcrVe bdief.— *-Mr. Stratton told me, that 
" I lied \ that if I would make him fully acquainted with this bufinefc he 
'" would be very much my friend; and he threw many temptations in the 
« way of your fervaHt. I told him, that you did not allow me to want for 
* c any thing ; that I -had his favour Hkewife ; that I would inform him of 
"•• matters of faft, but that J would not be guilty of telling afalftty" 

" A. DALRYMPLE." 

* This refers to the grain bought by the Company. 

:. Letter 
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Enclofures in Mr. Dalrymplc's Packet. 

Letter from Lord Pigot to the Court of Dire&ors, dated St. Thomas's 
Mount 3d September 1776; received over-land 7 April 1777* 

To the Honorable the Court of Dirtftors for Affairs, &c. 

HONORABLE, 

THE very extraordinary revolution that has happened within thcfe few 
days, by .which I have been deprived of the Government, and am now 
kept a prifoner, requires your Honors to be made acquainted therewith 
as foon as poflible by two French fliips, which failed from this coaft fome 
time ago, you will be made acquainted with the dififenfions in Council, but 
ic will be neceflary on this occafion to recapitulate fome circumftances. 

On 29th May 1776 the Prefident and Council refolved^ that the Na- 
bob's orders in the Tanjore country were by your inftrudtions to rcftore the 
country to the Rajah inadmiflible, and that the private claims of Mr. Benfield 
were not fufficiently explained for the Prefident and Council to form any 
opinion thereupon \ Mr. Brooke concurred in this refolution ; but a few 
days after he defired the matter might bp re-confidered •, this was very can* 
didly acquiefced in ; on reconfidermg the Refolution of the 29th May, Mr.. 
Brooke voted againft confirming it, by which means it was in faft refcinded. 

After refcinding the Refolution of the 29th May, the King of Tanjore 
wrote to his Vackeel, exprefling his apprehcnfions at a report propagated 
that I was fpeedily to return to England ; I gave the Vackeel my affurances 
that there was no truth in this report, but I thought it abfolutely neceflary 
to quiet the Rajah's alarms by fending a. perfon of confequence thither, in 
whom the Rajah could confide, and propofed Mr. Ruflell, who I thought 
was in every refpeft a proper perfon to gain the Rajah's confidence, and ta 
convince him that your good intentions towards him would be put in execu- 
tion ; and Mr. Ruflell having in Council given me his typport, this ap- 
6 pointment 
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pointment would be a teftimony to the Rajah that my influence in Council* 
was not entirely loft, as had been induftrioufly propagated. I propofed Mr. 
Rufiell to be Chief at Tanjore with a Council, but that queftion was carried 
againft me; I then recommended that Mr. Ruflell might be fent to Tan- 
jore as Refident, and he was accordingly appointed ; Mr. St rat ton, who 
had voted againft a Chief and Council, concurring in the appointment of 
a Refident : but the very day of Mr. Dawfon's departure, that Gentlemanr 
having fupported my me a fu res, a Motion was made for the Committee 
of Circuit to proceed immediately. The obvious intention of this Motioir 
was to prevent Mr. Ruflell's going to Tanjore, the neceffity of which was 
become the more urgent by the refufal of the Majority to grant the Rajah's 
requeft, that Lieutenant-Colonel Harper might be continued in the com- 
mand of Tanjore, and propofing Colonel Stuart, who was notoriously knownr 
to be intimately conned ed with thofe perfons who had uniformly oppofed' 
my meafures concerning Tanjore, and with others, at leaft fufpefted by the- 
Rajah, to have been inftrumental ; in bringing upon him all the diftrefies* 
which he had fuffered, whofe money-matters, it was confidently reported, 
Colonel Stuart had for a pecuniary confederation undertaken to manage forr 
them. 


So circumftanced, I repeatedly requefted that Mr. Ru (Tell might be al- 
lowed to proceed to Tanjore, if it was but for a few days ; this was how-- 
ever refuffcd by the Majority, and I declared I would not give my aflent to * 
Colonel Stuart's going to Tanjore till Mr, Ru dell was gone thither, for the - 
reafons beforementioned : the Majority at laft, on the 2 2d Auguft, deter-- 
mined to order the Secretary to fign inftrudtions to Colonel Stuart by order 
of Council^ I having refufed to give them the Jan<5tion of my name. On this' 
occafion I recommended to them to let the matter reft till your pleafure wa9< 
known, whether a Majority could aft without the Governor ? — I obferved^ 
that Colonel Stuart having the command of Tanjore was not a matter ef- 

fcntial to the Company's intereft ; I reprefented the many inconveniences s 
that would arife, the fatal confequences to themfelves, the difficulties it muft 
lay Officers under, who are by their own commiffions ordered to obey the - 
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Prefident and Council, and are by the commiffion of Government required 
to obey me your Prefident and Governor, and my Council, without any 
the (mailed authority being given to the Majority of the Council over the 
Officers, Soldiers, &c. I infilled the name of the Prefident was neceflary 
to make an ad of Government •, I admitted that the Prefident was generally 
required to concur with the Majority of the Council for the carrying on the 
bufineft of the Company without interruption, but that when he thought 
meafures tended to the effcntial detriment of the Company, it was not only 
his right but his duty to put a negative thereon ; which however a Prefident 
would fcldom do but in cafes of neccflity, as he made bimfelf folely refpon- 
fible \ I obferved that my experience in 40 years (ervice confirmed me in this 
petition, that the Prefident's name was neceflary to make an ad of Govern- 
ment. My representations had no weight} the rattler had been repeatedly 
agitated, and although I wifhed it might be left to you* Honors decifion, I 
came prepared for all probable events 5 land when, in defiance of every thing 
I could fay, my requeft to leave the matter to the Company, my particular 
intreaty to Mr. Brooke not to fign any thing of the kind, Meflrs. Stratton 
and Brooke did fign the order to the Secretary, I defired to fee the paper, 
which being handed to me, I declared I would flop the bufinefs in that 
ftage, and produced a charge againft thofe two Gentlemen for an aft fubver- 
five of the authority of Government, and tending to introduce anarchy, by 
ordering the Secretary to fend inftru&ions to Colonel Stuart, which had not 
been approved and pafied by the Prefident and Council 

The charge being read, I moved, in purfuance of the Handing orders, that 
when a charge is made againft any Members of Council, fuch Members 
not to have a feat, it be recommended to thofe Gentlemen to withdraw ; 
explaining enyfelf, that I did not mean Usving the rem, but that they Jbculd 
quit their Setts at the Council Table. Some debate arifing, and. a propofal 
having been made to adjourn, fome of my friends concurred in wiihing an 
adjournment, with a view to give the Gentlemen time to anfwer tjhe cbajge * 
but they declaring they did not confider it as a charge, and that it did not 

deferve 
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cleferve any anfwer, after fome debate, I moved that Mefirs. Straiten and 
Brooke flioiHd be fufpended the Company's iervioe, till your pleafure ftall 
be known, which was accordingly carried in the affirmative by my calling 
vote ; the Council was then adjourned. 

In the evening a Summons to meet m Council next morning was ferrt 
round to Claud Ruffdl, Efiq. Sir Robert Fletcher, Alexander Dalryoiple, 
Charles Floycr, John Maxwell Stone, Atchdale Palmer, Richard Lathom, 
Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, Efquires, who, after die fufpervfion 
Mefirs. Stratton and Brooke, were the only Members of the Council at 
this place. 

On Friday the 23d Auguft feme of the Members, inftead of attending 
Council, fent a Notary Public with the following Letter : 

To the Right Honorable Lord Pigot % Prefidtnt^ &c. 

Claud Ruflell, Alexander Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone, Efquires, 

of Council at Fort St. George. 

" MY LORD and GENTLEMEN, 

" W E whofe names are underwritten, being of Council, and conftitu- 
4< ting a Majority hereof, taking Into our mod ferious confideration the 
*' proceedings upon record at the two laft meetings, and more particu- 
" larly the unexampled outrage offered to the Conftitution, and arbitrary 
€( behaviour towards two of our Members, by an illegal attempt to fufpend 
" tbem in order by a. trick to get a Majority, are of opinion, that the pub. 
" lie fafety is Endangered by the coqduft of Lord Pigot, and you Gen- 
" tlemcn who have fupported, and by every perfon who fhali continue to 
" fupport fuch meafures, and we fhall hold you therefore refponfible for all 
4< the confequencea that may enfoe. We, the Majority of the Board, do con* 

" fider 
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" fider ourfelves as the only legal Reprefentatives of the Honorable Com-' 
" pany under this Prefidency, and as fuch we have no doubt but that all 
•* the Servants of the Company will regard us. 

" For thefe reafons, and the evident illegality of the fummons to Council 
" for this morning, in which are omitted the names of Mr. George Strat- 
um and Mr. Henry Brooke, two legal Members of the Board, we 
cannot confiftently with the duty we owe to our Honorable Employers 
€ J attend the faid Summons. 

" We are, 
*' My Lord, and Gentlemen, 

" Your moft obedient humble fervants» 

« (Signed) by GEORGE STRATTON, 

ROBERT FLETCHER, 
HENRY BROOKE, 
CHARLES FLOYER,. 
ARCHDALE PALMER, 
FRANCIS JOURDAN, 
GEORGE MACKAY." 

Willing to give them time to refleft, when this Letter was read in Coun- 
cil, no meafure was taken thereon. It was intended again to fummon 
the Members who were not fufpended on Monday, by which time it was 
thought fome of them at kaft would be fenfible of the impropriety of their 
behaviour and make fuch acknowledgment as was becoming on the occa- 
fion i however they were undeferving of this lenity. They fcnt for Charles 
Bromley, a Notary Public, to Sir Robert Fletcher's houfe, and ordered him 
to circulate Copies of the foregoing Letter about town, and among other 
perfons to Sir Edward Hughes, the Commanders of the Company's (hips, 
the Secretaries, the Town-Major, the Officer of the Main-guard, &c. 
4 . many 
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Many of thefc Letters were produced in Council, which was again aflembled 
after dinner, and the Notary Public being fent for avowed his having cir- 
culated chofe Letters by the particular orders of Mr. Stratton and the other 
Gentlemen whofe names were thereto. This aft of feditfon could not be 
paffcd over j Sir Robert Fletcher was ordered into arreft, Colonel Stuart 
appointed to the command of the troops, and McflT. Floyer, Palmer, Jour- 
dan and Mackay, were fufpended the Company's fervice until your pleafure 
fhall be known. 

I ient for Colonel Stuart, who came to me, and, having acknowledged our 
authority, fupped with me at the Fort-houfe, as I did not think it prudent 
.to £0 out of the garrifoo to fupper under fuch circumftances. 

In the morning early Colonel Stuart fent his nephew, Mr. Balil Cochran, 
to me, to know whether I breakfaftcd in the Fort or at the Garden-houfe, 
that he might wait on me for my commands ; I replied, that I would do 
either, as was mod agreeable to Coloqel Stuart •, Mr. Cochran returned with 
an anfwer, that Colonel Stuart would wait upon mp at the Garden-houfe if 
agreeable to jpie : In my way thither I ftopt my chaife at Colonel Stuart's 
door, when he told me lie had appointed Colonel Edington to meet him at 
the drill, and would be at the Garden-houfe in about an hour. 

He accordingly c*me thither to breakfaft, and acquainted me at the 
breakfaft-table that the men were very perfeft in their new discipline, %nd 
Jie hoped foon to be able to (hew them to me. 

After breakfaft he told me, if I would give him leave, he would dine 
with me* and gave me the following letter : 




H Tie 


< 3° ) 




Fort St George, 24th Auguft 177ft 
Saturday Morning, 7 o'Clock. 


V fbt Right Honor abk Lord Pigot, &c. 

* MY LORD, 

" AS I am very imperfe&Iy informed of the ftcps which have led to- 
C€ the honor conferred upon me yefterday, and not thinking mylelf entitled 
" to a feat in Council as matters are at prefent circumftanced, I hope 
" it will be agreeable to your Lord (hip to allow me this day to perufc 
iC the Con ful cations, and other papers paffed in Council, on occafion of* 
" thefe unhappy differences. I doubt not but your Lordihip will find 
tc this requeft reafonable, becaufe the pra&ice of the fervice gives fuch in- 
C( formation to the perfon commanding the forces from his feat in Council. 

u I do not defirc to put your Lordihip to the trouble of ordering copies 
Cf for my ufc, the Secretary need only point out to me what is necefiary for. 
" my information ; for I wifh to aft from information, fo as to do my duty 
%i to my Honorable Employers, according to my oath of fidelity, for the 
*' public fervice, and with honor to myfelf. 

1 
" I truft therefore your Lordihip will be pleafed to agree to this requeft: 

*' before I am called upon to execute any public a& by authority. 


€C 


I have the honor to be moft refpedtfully, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip^ ttioft obedient and 

€€ moft humble Servirtt, 

« JAMES STUART/* 

I told Colonel Stuart I had not the fmalleft objection to his and the whole 
world having every information ; that his not having a feat in Council re* 
quired that civility the more * but that I never could condefcend to any 
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neafure that looked like making a bargain with an officer : Colonel Stuarr 
laid, it reftcd entirely with me to fatisfy him or not ; it was his duty to 
obey* I afterwards fhewed the Letter to Mr.lluflell and Mr. Dairy mple, 
who thought it had a very deflgning appearance. I obferved to them, it 
was proper to (hew him cheCommiffion of Government and ftanding orders* . 
and on our going to town ordered the Secretary to get them and the Con* 
foliations of 1690 on the table in the Confutation room, expe£ting Colonel 
Stuart would come there, but he did not. When I went to the Admiralty 
Houfe to dinner I found Colonel Stuart * he faid he remained at home all 
morning in expectation of being fent for : I told him there had been a 
miftake, as I expedted him at the Fort-houfe. After dinner I invited him 
to fupper at the. Company's Garden-houfe, which invitation he accepted, 
and at the fame time acquainting me that he had no conveyance, requefted 
I- would take him with me in my chaife, and I appointed him to come to ' 
me at fix o'clock in the Fort-houfe, giving him my watch to (hew the 
hour, his own being out of order. 

I that afternoon defircd the Gentlemen, of Council to meet me in the 
Fort-houfe, as Sir Robert Fletcher's fucceffor was ordered to have a feat 
and voice in Council and Committees, when military affairs were under de- 
liberation, in the fame rnanner~as at Bombay. I thought it would be hand* 
forte to let Colonel Stuart have an occafional feat in like manner during his 
acting as Commander' in Chief. I wrote a note to Colonel Stuart, reciting 
the lubftanceof your orders, and.defiring, if he had copy of the orders to • 
Bombay, he- would bring it v as it was my wiftxto make every thing agreeable 
to him. . 

> 

Some of the Council differing in fentiment from me, on the fubjett of' 
Colonel Stuart's having a feat, it was agreed in my apartment that we would not 
have a regular confutation in form, but merely a meeting without taking places 
or (hutting the door*. Colonel Stuart had not a copy of the Orders to Bombay, . 
but gave me <a Letter, declaring, that he had received affurances that he was 
intended Co have a conflant feat in Coongil in the fame manner as Sir Robert 

• Fletcher ; « 
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Fletcher ; this not be'ng a matter to be at that time difcufied little was faid 
upon the fubjedt. He was fliewn the Commiflion of Government ; he 
faid he wanted to fee all the proceedings, that he might judge as an konefi 
man and a free agent % it was replied by one of the Council, that this doc- 
trine of a military officer being a free agent, and entitled to know on what 
grounds orders were ifiued, could not be admitted * that a military officer 
was bound to obey the legal orders he received from rhe proper authority 
iflued in due form, and had no claim to know whether thofe orders were 
for good reafons or not *, at the fame time that no information would be de- 
nied to him or to any man in the Settlement, for that the more public thefe mat- 
ters were made the better ; and that probably, if the application had been made 
verbally inftead of by Letter* no difficulty would have been made to Ihewing 
him the whole proceedings. He made a lame excufe for writing, faying 
that he thought it was bed to have every thing on paper \ which admitted 
would have debarred his urging any thing in conversion, 

Colonel Stuart faid he had been mifunderftood * that he did not mean dis- 
puting the authority, but only wanted information for his private fatisfa&ion. 
Mr. Ruffell aflced, if he had accepted the command agreeable to the orders 
of the Prefident and Council the preceding evening ? He replied certainly, 
for he had accepted the falutes and clone ati other things belonging to the 
office. He then faid he was ready to do what we thought proper, and afked 
me what he was to do ; I defired him to iffue the general orders of Sir 
Robert Fletcher's being under arreft to all the out-garrifons ; he pleaded 
carneftly to delay it till morning, but when the nece/ficy of it was urged, to 
quiet the minds of officers who might have received the circular Letter from 
the Notary Public, he declared, upon bis honor % that if we would detain 
the Tappies he would iffue diem that night * the Tappies were accordingly 
ordered to be detained, and the Secretary promifed to fend fome afliftanta 
to the Adjutant-General for the quicker difpatch of thofe orders. 

Between feven and eight o'clock at night I went from the Fort-houfe 

with Colonel Stuart to my chaife \ between the two bridges I faw Licur 
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tenant-Colonel Edington, the Adjutant-General, come running aflant the* 
road from the Couth-fide towards the chaife ; fuppoflng he wanted tofpeak 
to us, I reined in the horfes, and Colonel Edington, when he got near their 
beads waved his drawn fwordand cried Stapoys /whereupon a party of Sea- 
poys came from behind the trees on the other fide towards the chaife, anct 
Captain Ly faugh t, .with a piftbl in his hand, came up from that fide, and faid* 1 
to me, cc I was his prifoncr," or words to that effeft •, and then Colonel 
Stuart feized hold of my arm, and faid, "Go, Sir," or " Go out, Sir,** and 
an orderly ferjeant drove away the fervant who was bfehlnd the chaife with 
my fword : I was then conduced to Mr. Benfield*S poft-chaife j Captain 
Lyfaught opened the chaife door, and an orderly ferjeant came out of it ; I 
was then told to get into it, and Captain Lyfaught came in alfo ; there was. • 
an orderly ferjeant behind the chaife, and Captain Lyfaught kept the piftol 
ih his hand. As we pafled the Seapoy-guard at the Company's Garden- 
houfe, Captain Lyfaught faid, c< My Lord, you muft on no account call* 
41 out," or words to thatefieft; I had made no fqch attempt, nor did!" 
then. 

When we arrived near to the Long Tank, about three miles from town, „ 
he told me that he was carrying me to the Mount, to deliver me into charge 
of Major Home, and that he afled under Colonel Stuart's orders. A hour 
this time he let down the blinds of the chaife. I exprefled my fears for th<r 
fafetyofthe people in the town, to which Captain Lyfaught replied, he. 
believed Colonel Stuart had taken every negeffary ^precaution. 

My fervants inform me Colonel Stuart returned to town in my chaife^ 
aad I underftand foon after Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, &c. went 
thither j they proceeded to thcConfultation-Room, and Colonel Stuart pro- - 
ctam^d them on the parade as Governor and Council. 

I beg leave, to refer your Honors attention to a part of the General Let- - 
«x, the draft of which I laid before the Council on the 19th Auguft, to a . 
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:Letter from Sir Robert Fletcher, accompanying one From Colonel Stuart 
concerning the half-batta ; this letter of Sir Robert's was, I have no doubt, 
intended to caft an odium upon me for that meafure, which I thought my 
duty to you required, and to throw out a bait to the army. The half-batta 
has been reftored, and a gratification promifed to the foldiers, as in the fol- 
lowing General Orders iffued on Sunday the 25th. 

* c The Prefident and Council being, upon the report of Colonel Stuart, 
44 thoroughly fatisfied with the conduit of the officers and men compofing 
" this garrifon, have empowered him to allure them they (hall meet 
*• with a jproper gratification/' 


Another circumftance in Sir Robert Fletcher's Letter was his recommen- 
dation to remove aU the Europeans out of garrifon, by which means having, 
as the event of Saturday the 24th has (hewn, won over the Commandants 
of the two battalions of Seapoys doing duty here, viz. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edington and Captain Barclay, the garrifon would have always remained 
at his mercy. 

The extraordinary events of that night were fo unexpefted, that no one 
-but thofe in the plot were prepared for them. I have recommended to all 
my friends, both civil and military, to be paffive on the occafion, as it would 
be a much greater injury to your interefts to have the calamities of a civil 
war, than the temporary diftrefs arifingfrom theprefent confufion. 

I herewith jtranfmit to your Honors the General Orders iffued by Meff. 
5tratton, &c. in Garrifon the 25th, their Circular Letter, with their Pro- 
clamation the 27th, Colonel Stuart's Orders to Major Home by Captain 
Lyfaught, which are the only orders he is permitted to give me copy 
*of ; although I mud take notice, that in a fubfequent Order, figned 
George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archdaie 
Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, is the following para- 
graph : 

As 
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" As your laft refource, in any attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his life 
%t muft anfwer for it, and this you will fignify to him." 

I remained in confinement at the Mount from Saturday night, the 24th* 
to Tuefday the 27th, when between eleven and twelve o'clock at night 
Colonel Edington arrived with frefli orders for my removal ; I will leave 
other men to fay how patiently I bore my confinement, and with what pro- 
priety I conduced myfelf upon Colonel Edington's refufing to fhew his 
orders, or to make known to me whither he was to conduit me •> I thought 
it neceffary to declare, that I would not truft myfelf with a traitor who had 
made me a prifoner, and that I would refill while life remained in me. 
Major Home's prudence and Colonel Edington's refle&ion flopped this 
violence proceeding further-, and receiving a vifit from Sir Edward Hughes 
in the morning, I thought it prudent to demand the proteftion of the 
King's flag, and Sir Edward Hughes has in confequence demanded a fafe 
conduft for me to his fhip *, but underftanding from Sir Edward that he 
could get no reply to this demand, I applied to the Mayor's Court for a 
writ of Habeas Corpus. 

Mr. Ruflell, Mr. Dalrymple, Mr, Stone, and Mr. Lathom, have given 
me all the aid and afliftance in their power ; they are not deprived of theif 
liberty, but it would be contrary to the orders given to the officer in whofc 
•cuftody I am were they to fign this Letter. I am, 

Honorable, 
Your moft faithful humble Servant* 

St. Thomas's Mount, near Fort St, 
George, 3d September t 77 6. 

(Signed) PIGOT. 
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Extracts of Lord Pigot's Letter to the Honorable the Court of 
Dire&ors per Grenville, dated 26th Sept. 1776., 

Par, 1. Enclofed are copies of the draft of a General Letter I laid be- 
fore the Council, to be fern to England on the Grenville, and of the Let? 
ter I wrote your Honours via Bombay the 3d of this Month ; together 
with" fuch other papers as I think, will explain the fituation of your affairs 
here. 

2. Perhaps I may have been lefs apprehenfive of the Nabob's oppofing 
what I recommended to be for your intereft than I ought j yet I am ftill". 
convinced that the Company had" nothing to fear from him, if men in 
high office had been faithful' to their trutts. My rule has ever been, to 
conduft myfelf towards the Nabob in the manner moft acceptable to him, 
confidently with your intereft ; but that your bufinefs muft be done. He 
has not only been encouraged by Members of the Council here, but he has 
been flattered by the Governor-Generat and Council of Bengal, in ideas 
of independency* very contrary to the tenour of your inftru&ibns : this is 
a matter which requites your ferious .attention. 

3. I think it neceffary to remark to your Honors, that I have applied 
through Major Home for. copie§ of % all the proceedings of the prefent % 
Adminiftfatibn, that may any ways relate to me or my meafures, and alfo 
for their Letters to your Honors, but they have not fent them. 

4. Major Home on the 1 7th inftant was ordered to communicate to me - 
a copy of a Letter from Mr. Benfield to Meffieurs St^atton, &c. dated the 
8th, with their anfwer dated the 17th. Mr. Benfield fays he has arrived at 
the knowledge " of certain tranfadtions of mine, fuch as obtaining very 

large fums of money, &c. from Indian Princes, which conftitute me 
guilty of infringement of the late adt of Parliament ; and declares his 
" refclution to commence a profecution againft me, for which he fhall have 
"•occafion to apply to the Board, to obtain certain evidences refiding 
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« f within the bounds of Tanjore, or in places belonging to the Nabob of 
" the Carnatic." I (hall leave to the iflue of the profecution the proof 
of the malevolence of this charge : I muft however take notice, that aU 
though this gentleman has been induftrious for. many months pad in pro- 
pagating his intentions, he has referved to the eve of the difpatch the bring- 
ing forth his accufations, that they may go home unrefuted j but I truft 
you have that confidence in me, as to be perfuaded that my conduit has 
been ftriftly honorable ; and that you will believe me when I allure you I 
have received no fum of money; and the only prcfents of any confiderablc 
value, are: 

From the Nabob foon after my arrival, 
A fet of breakfaft gold plate, 
A coach and a pair of mares, 
A faddle horfe, 
Three chaife horfcs, 
Two cows and a bull 

From a northern Rajah's Vackeel, 

An elephant, for which I gave an horfe in return." 

5. In my Letter of 3d Sept. I acquainted you, that I had applied to 
the Mayor's Court for a writ of Habeas Corpus, but without fuccefs 5 I 
cannot however avoid tranfmitting to you the diflent of Mr. George Smith, 
one of the Aldermen ; and as this is not the only inftance he has given me 
of his zeal for the Company's intereft, I beg leave to recommend him to 
-you as a gentleman well meriting your favour. 

6. Permit me to recommend to you the fon of Mr. Thomas Powney, a 
youth now in England, and to hope that the long and faithful fcrvices of 
his uncle Mr. Henry Powney may induce you to appoint him a Writer 
upon this EftaWilhment. 


K 7. (Con- 
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7- (Concerning Mr- Randall.) 

8. (Concerning Captain Wood, Town-Major, who goes home with his 
Lordfhip's difpatches per Grenville, &c.) 

9. (About the Swallow going to Suez, and having defired Mr. D. to 
proceed that way to England.) I am, 

Honorable, 
Your faithful humble fervant, 

St. Thomas's Mount, 
26th Sept. 1776- 

(Signed) P I G O T\ 

From Lord Pigot, dated 9th October 17765 received over- land the 7th 

of April 1777. 

To tbe Honorable tie Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honorable the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to tbe Eajl-Indies* 

Honorable, 

I WROTE a fhort Letter by PEtoille, a French frigate, under date 
the 6th inftant, to enclofe duplicate of the papers tranfmitted to your 
Honors by the Grenville, apd I then acquainted you, that private Letters, 
from Bengal mentioned that your Governor-General and Council had received 
information of what has lately pafled here •, I have fincc then received a 
Letter from them* a copy of which I have the honor to enclofe to. you* 

In the Letter I addreffed to you by the Grenville I informed you, that 
Mr. RuflUl and Mr. Stone hacj joined me. in a requeft to M>. Dalrymple,. 
that he would proceed to Sue? i* his M^jefty's (loop the; Swallout, and 
from thence t$ England, that your Honors might have the rnoft pecfeft 
and earlieft account of the fituation of your affairs hjqre.. That gentlemaa 
will have the honor to deliver you this. 

5 The 
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The 30th September I addrcffed a Letter to Sir Edward Hughes upon 
the fubjeft of the Criminal Courts, and the 7th inftant I wrote another 
relating to Sir Robert Fletcher ; .both thefe are in this packet for your in- 
formation, together with the Con&ltations the 23d Auguft. 


I am> 


St. Thomas's Mount, 
9th October 1776. 


Honorable, 
Your faithful humble Servant, 


(Signed) 


PIGOT. 


Copy of Letter from Bengal. 
To the Right Honorable George Lord PigoK 

My Lord, 

WE have been honored with your Letter from the Mount, dated 29th 
Auguft, by the Triton. We had previously received by the Shrewfbury 
a Letter, dated the 23d, from* the Majority of the Council, which im- 
prefled us with the deepeft concern for the unhappy exceffes to which the 
differences in your Council had then proceeded ; and although the terms 
of their Letter, and of the Proteft contained in it, gave us reafon to expeft 
the moft alarming conferences, yet we confefs the account of your con- 
finement filled us with equal anxiety and furprize. 

Having maturely weighed the fubjtft of the refpGftivci adviee& before us, 
our duty obliges us, however reluftantly, to talc* a- part in thefe unhappy 
contentions, and we wifh it were poflible for us to reconcile it to the high 
efteem which we bear for your Lordfhip's chara&er, and the exkenflve 
fcrvices you have formerly rendered to the Company, but* the ocCaQon is 
too urgent and critical to admit of fufpenfe and indecifion. We there* 
fore .deem it incumbent on us to declare, that the rights and powers of the 
Governor and Council of any of the Company's Prefidencies are vefted by 

their 
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their original conftitution in the Majority of the Board j that the violence 
committed by your LordJhip, in excluding two of the Members of the 
Council of Fort St. George from their places, was a violation of that 
conftitution ; that the meafures taken by the Majority to recover the 
a&ual Government, which of right is vetted in them, arofe from the necef- 
fuy of the cafe, and that we (hall acknowledge and fupporc the title and 
authority which they confequently poiTefs: in doing this it is fufficicnt 
for us to know that we are fupporting the legal and constitutional Govern- 
ment of the Company, though we are not yet perfectly informed of all 
the train of fadts which have brought the Government of Madrafs into 
the prefent Gtuation. 

To remove every poflibility of a doubt, which your Lordfhip may 
entertain, that the whole powers of the Government exift in a Majority 
of the Members of the Council, we think it proper to tranfmit you an 
extract of a General Letter, which we have lately received from the 
Honorable the Court of Directors by the Lionefs, wherein you will 
End their fentiments very clearly expreffed. 

We fhould have been happy to have had it in our power, by a&ing as 
mediators, to effeft a reconciliation between you and the other Members 
of the Council ; and we fhould have preferred this method, had we not 
feared that your differences had gone too far to admit of it, and that 
a want of fuccefs in promoting that defirable end might have been 
attended with confequences more fatal than any which can refult from our 
prelent decided rcfolution. 

We liave thought it proper to acquaint Sir Edward Hughes with the 
part which we have refolved to take on this aceafion, that he may aft 
.confidently therewith, in cafe the Gtuation of the Company's affairs fhould 

<be 
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be fitcb a* to make it requifite for him to take an altive part in the 
dcciijons of your government, which we earnestly hope will never happen. 
We are, 

My Lord, 
Your Lordlhip's mod obedient humble fervants, 

Fort William, 
joth September 1776. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 

J. CLAVERING, 
RICHARD BARWELL, 
P.FRANCIS. 

Copy of a letter from Bengal. 

Tp Commodore Sir Edxvarrf Hughes commanding His Mtyfty's fyugdrim } 

in India. 

SIR, 

W E obferve with the deepeft concern, that the differencfes which lately 

fubfifted between Lord Pigot and a part of the Council at Fort St. 

George againft the Majority of that Council, have been carried to fuch 

lengths, that the latter had been compelled to a flu me the government of 

. that Prefidency, and to iflue orders for his Lordlhip's confinement. 

Our duty compelling us, under thefe circumftances, to take a decilive 
part in thefe divifions, we think it neceflary to acknowledge and fupport 
the Majority of the Members of the Council, in whom the rights and powers 
of the Government, accordingtotheoriginalconflitution of all the Company's 
Prefidencies do really exift, for which we have the mod recent, as well as 
the mod incontrovertible authority in the Company's orders juft received 
by the Triton ; for your fatisfa&ion on this fubjeft we have judged ic 
proper to fend you a tranfeript of thefe orders, and to'advife you of the 
refolution which we have taken on the prefent occafion, to which they fo 

L pointedly 
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pointedly apply, requesting that you will unite with us in affording your 
affiftance and fupport to the aflual Government of Madrafs, if any change 
of circnmftance fliould render it neceflary for them to defire it. 

We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

t Your moft obedient humble femnts, 


Fort William, 
10th September 1776* 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 

J. CLAVERING, 
RICHARD BARWELU 
P. FRANCIS. 


N.B. Lord Pigot, on the 2 2d Auguft, the day on which Meflrs. 
Stratton and Brooke were fufpended, obferved to the Council that his own 
experience in 40 years fervice, and the ancient Records of the Company for 
100 years, without deviation, confirmed hispofition, that the Prefident's con- 
currence was neccffary to make an aft of Government, which was the 
government of Preftdcnt and Council 5 and affured them, if they would 
admit this claim of his to a negative till the pka/ure of the Court of 
Directors fliould be known, he would never put that negative (except on 
on extraordinary occaiions) where the intereft of the Company was 
efientially at (lake. Nothing, therefore, can be more unjuft than to 
judge of the propriety of his Lordfhip's conduit, by referring to a para- 
graph which he had not feen in a Letter of the Court of Directors to 
Bengal expreffing their fentiments; at the fame time it muft be remarked* 
the original Confiitution can only be determined by ancient Records, which 
do not afford one order or one inftance to (hew that the original confii- 
tution was fuch as they declare. 


Draught 
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Draught of General Letter intended per Grenville* laid before the Board the - 
19th of Auguft 17769 referred to in Lord Pigot's letter of the 3d 
of September 1776,. received in Mr. Dairy mple's packet the 7th of ' 
April 1777. 

y 

To the Honorable the Court of Dire 51 on for Affairs of the United Company off 

Merchants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies* 

Hdnorable, 

ON the 25th March the Prefident propofed, with the. approbation ef ConC 
the Board, to proceed himfelf , to Tanjore to carry your orders into effeft, 5 
by placing the Rajah in the full pofiefllon and management of the 
country, judging from a letter received from the Nabob the 22d, that tZi 

be would not give hisconfent to our carrying them. into execution. 

The fafety of Tanjore, and the fecurity of the Rajah and his family appear* 
ing to make it neceffdry, not only that an Englifh garrifon fhould be in the 
fort, but that the country alfo be preceded by the Company's troops ; 
" It was refol ved therefore to fend another Battalion of Scapoys to. the 2 cv, 
"-fouth ward, the better to enable the Rajah of Tanjore to collett in his 
u Revenues, if this meafure proved agreeable to him/ 9 

Tf&fa&ty of the Carnatic depends upon a well difciplined force, regu- 
larly, paid, being kept up ; the particular fafety and quiet of every indivi- 
dual feems to require that no other force fhould be kept up; and thefe 
considerations induced the Board to wi(h, that the Rajah of Tanjore . 
might join them in their endeavours to place the country in this fituatitn.u 

» 

The Prefident then moved the following queftion :, . 

€C Whether it is proper and neceflary for him to go to Tanjore for theiiC 
* reafons fet forth in his Minute ?" 

Agreed unammoujly in the affirmative. 

s ttec > 
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ThePrcfident then moved, that " He might take with him toTanjore 
a< whatever fervants of the Company he chofe, either civil or military." 

To this Mr. Mackay and Mr, Jourdan diffented; Sir Robert Fletcher 
excepted to Members of the Council ; the other Members affirmed the 
.Motion. 

The Commiflion of Government was then read, and it was thereupon 
Tefolved, " That. in virtue of that Commiflion of Government, the Go- 
+' vernor holds the fame authority, when prefent in any Fort, Fa&ory, or 
• M Settlement under this Prefidency, that he does when prefent in For* 
M St. George." 

« 

Mr. Mackay, Mr. Jourdan, and Sir Robert Fletcher diffented. 

It was then refolved (nem. con.) " That fuch a guard as the Governor 
" thinks neceflary (hall attend him. 1 


it 


Sir Robert Fletcher then moved, " That at le^ft two Members of the 
* c Council be joined with the Prefident in a deputation." 

This was carried in the negative 7 to 4. For the arguments on both fides 
of the queftion in thefe feveral matters where there were differences of 
opinion, we beg leave to refer your Honors to the Minutes of the above- 
named Members, and to Mr. Dairy mple's Remarks on thofe Minutes. 

Conf. O n 29th March the Prefident informed the Board in purfuance of their 

29th March, refolution, empowering him to take with him to Tanjore fuch fervants as he 

thought proper, he meant to take Mr. Dairy mple, Mr. Jourdan, Mr* 
Chambers as Interpreter, and Captain Wood. 

The Prefident and thefe gentlemen fet out the 30th March, and re- 
turned the 5th May. 

On 
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- On the r3th May the Prefident addnefled the Board on the fjbjcft of '3th May. 
his expedition in the manner following : 

" Having executed the Commiffion which you did me the honor to 
• c encruft to me, I now lay before you a Diary, with the Letters and other 
" Papers which I have thought it neceflary to take notice of, and which- 
" have not already been laid before you. 

" The fentiments exprefied in the General Letter to the Court of 
•« Direftors per Ankerwyke, with the unanimous concurrence of the 
" Board at that time, as well as in Confutation the 25th March laft, fo 
cf clearly declare. the expediency, not to fay neceflity, of having the whole 
" military force in the Carnatic under the Company, and paid by thems 
«« that it gave me much fatisfaftion to find the Rajah of Tanjore very 
•* heartily concurred in the tvijb of the Board (Conf. 25th March) that the 
« c Rajah might join them in their endeavours to place the Carnatic in fuch a. 
44 fituation, that no other force ftiould be kept up but a well difciplined 
"force regularly paid, and being fenfible of the advantage of having his 
" country thus protected by the Company, he requefted their affiftance 
" to that effed, and offered to make an affignment of .400,000 Pa- 
« godas per annum for that purpofe ; to be paid in— * 


" November 

20,000 

** December 

40,000 

" January 

40,000 

<c February 

100,000 

1 

" March 

100,000 

" April 

1 oo,oco 
— — — — 400,000 


cc 


From April to O&ober the country yields but little, that being the 
4< time for cultivation and repairs of Tanks, &c. The fum here ftipulatcd 
* c Will afford not only a Efficiency for defraying the troops neceflary foF 

M "die 


( 46 ) 

" the protection of the Tanjore country, but will alfo leave a balance* 
41 I hope, adequate to our military expenfes not paid by the Nabob ; ani 
" I have the Rajah's affurances that this fum is confiderably lefs than what 
" his military force ufually xoft him 5 fo that under this head our wiflie* 
"are completed'." 

' " The conduct of the Nabob put it out of my power to take any mea- 
*' fures to perfuade the Rajah to unite in promoting the other part of our 
" plan, concerning the troops at prefent in his Highnefs's fervice ; indeed 
iC the Tanjore country is not in a condition to be burthened<wkh any extra- 
16 ordinary charge at this time. 

" Having fettled the moft effential matters with the Rajah, I thought 
" it moft proper, before my departure, to place the military where they 
<€ would be beft able to anfwer the purpofes intended, and where the 
«' Gentoos would be the leaft interrupted in their cuftomsand ceremonies, 
c \andb that fituation which would bear the leaft appearance of the Rajah 

" being under constraint, fo that he might be able to govern his fubjedts 

"with the fulleft authority. The upper Fort was very happily fituated for 

4< thefe purpofes : Major Stevens the Engineer is of opinion it may be 

€i converted into a Citadel at an eafy expenfe ; a fmall ganifon will 

" defend it, having a moft excellent wet ditch and no out-works, and it 

44 will command the larger fortified town very effectually. This meafure 

•' gave the Rajah thegreateft fatisfadtion, as it feparated the troops from 

«« his people ; and the houfes in this Fort being nearly deftroyed, the few 

u inhabitants remaining had the Rajah's orders to remove, that the Eng- 

^ lilh troops might be the better accommodated. The conveniences being 

4t too few for the whole force then there, I ordered the Hofpital to' be 

*« removed to Vellum, and all the Europeans back to Trichinopoly, 

cc except three companies with their officers complete, and one non-com- 

•" miffioned officer, and twelve artillery-men-, no time was to be 'loft 

<",in doing this, or I Ihould have communicated it to you before it 

A " was 
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*' was carried into execution. Major Stevens will, I think, have the plan 
4< of this Fort in readinefs to lay before you in a very few days ; I indeed 
**• defired him to confider it well. At prefent all the expenfe the Company 
" is put to is in the charge of Come Coolies to level the mud walls of the 
^' late inhabitants houfes. 

" The Revenues colle&ed From the Tanjore country, during the time k 
* c has been in the hands of the Nabob, are, I am informed, as follows : 


AC 

44 


Chuckrams. 

1774 2,900,000 

1 775 5,000,000 

1776 1,850,000 


Total 9,750,000 

,<c Out df this fum is to be deduced the charge of colle&ion, repairs ©f 
*« Tanks, &c. the amount whereof in the laft year was about 600,000 
•" Chuckrams, fuppofing this as a medium ; the amount in three years will 
** be 1,800,000 ; dedu&ed from 9,750,000 will leave 7,950,000 ; which 
" will be nearly the amount of what the Nabob has received from the Tan- 
" jore revenues clear of all charges and expenfes whatever ; an immenfe 
" fum— little lefs than 4,000,000 Pagodas. The revenues of this year will 
** fall greatly fliort of the ufual amount, occafioned by the diftratted ftate 
«« of the country as reprefented'in the following memorandum, which was 
M annexed to the accounts delivered to me by the Dobbeer, who informed 
" me that the balance for this year, in grain and money., amounts only to 
" 550,000 Chuckrams. 

•'Though the above fum of 550,000 Chuckrams occurs as a remainder 
" due from the inhabitants on a general ftatement of the revenue ac- 
'*' counts, yet it cannot be confidered as a balance which can ever be col- 
" lefted ♦, for the month of April is near at an end, and yet the grain from 
*< various impediments has not been fully reaped, the confequence of which 
-" has been, that a quantity of rain having fallen, the water Hands two 

u hands 
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11 hands deep in the Paddy fields, and much grain is damaged ; no judg- 
ment therefore can be formed of the produce till it is threfhed and 
meafured. Now the eftablifhed cuftom of the Tanjore country has hither- 
44 to been, to gather in the harveft and complete the colle&ions within the 
*• month of March ; but Tunkaws and Towjees having been made out upon- 
c * the country this year to the amount of fixty Lacks of Chuckrams, the 
" inhabitants took the alarm, as conceiving the whole weight of this calamity 
" would fall upon them. But this was not their only fubjeft of apprehen- 
" fion, for they had received their advances of grain for feed and other pur- 
pofes of the Sircar, in the beginning of the year* at the rate of feven gold 
Fanams per Cullum, and now, according to the new afleffment, they were 
" to account for it with the Sircar again at the rate of only of two-one 
half gold Fanams per Cullum. They were now hard preffed too for the 
payment of their balances of laft year, which were calculated not from 
" the produce, but from the afleffment of the lands, as farmed out to them 
" by the Sircar. The Ameens alfo having rated the lands above their real 
" value, were continually forcing the people, by imprifonment and other 
•* afts of violence,, to give them notes for the fums computed by them (the 
" Ameens) to be due, as though they had originally been farmed out to 
" them at the rates now impofed * during which tranfa&ions they pro- 
" hibited the cutting of the grain. Having thus procured thefe notes of 
" part of the inhabitants, and refolving, that if the Rajah {hould be reftored 
41 he (hould have no balance to colleft, they delivered them over to the 
•* Tunkawdars, the regiments, &c. which increafed their fufferings. Such 
" were the circumftances which alarmed the inhabitants, and made them 
" elope to Negapatam and the confines of the fea-port towns, and thus the 
" harveft was delayed till the month of March was over. But Nizaumud 
" Deen Ahmed Khan applied himfelf to the appeafing the inhabitants, and 
** difpatched Cowls with the Cutcherry feal affixed into all the Seubahs, 
" alluring them that the notes which the Ameens had taken from them by 
** violence fhould be returned to them ; that the lands (hould no longer be 
cc rented to them as farms, but managed as Sircar lands $ that their advances 
" of grain, and the Lft year's balances, (hould be accounted for in the fame 
tc manner as this year's revenue \ and finally* that they (hould fuffer no* 
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" longer From the Tunkawdars andTowjeedars. By this means he recalled the 
u people, returned them their notes, and fet the lands on the proper foot- 
" ing. But fo great a delay in gathering the harveft having already taken 
<( place, and a great deal of rain having alfo fallen in that interim, the in- 
" habitants have of neceffity fuffered a confiderable lofs * and on this account 
" it is that the above balance cannot he made good." 

It was thereupon in Council, Ce Refolved, That the requeft of the Rajah, Conf. 13th 
€C not only to garrifon the fort, but to protcdt the country of Tanjore by the hUy ' 
** Company's troops, in confideration of his paying Pagodas 400,000 
<c per annum, be complied with." 

Sir Robert Fletcher being indifpofed then retired, and the Board cc ap- 
4< proved of the Prefident's proceedings on his Commiffion to Tanjore." 

Mr. Mackay excepting only the feizing theDobbeer, and the flogging 
Cotaera Dubafti on the public parade, 

Mr. Jourdan, Mr. Palmer, and Mr. Stratton, excepting only the feizure 
of the Dobbeer. 

For a particular account of this tranfa&ion, which thefe Gentlemen are Letter toBen- 
pleafed to call feizing the Dobbeer, we beg leave to refer your Honors to our fial ,3th ^ nCu 
Letter to Bengal 13 th June. 


* 


We (hall beg leave to refer your Honoft to our Confutations for the various 29th May. 
Letters from Mr. Benfield ; but oji the 29th of May a Letter having been 
received from him, complaining againft your Prefident, cc In caufing grain, 
** which had been depofited with him (Mr. Benfield) to be feize'd by the 
4€ Company's Seapoys, and in depriving him of the means further to colleft 
€i the revenues," the Prefident defircd the Refolution of Council 25th 
March might be read, as well as the Orders given, whilft he was at Tanjore, 
to the officer commanding the battalion of Seapoys, and the form of an order 

N « from 
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from him to fuch officer as he fliould fend on detachment ; and he there- 
upon defired the opinion of the Board as to the propriety of thofe Orders 
with refpeft to the Refolutions of Council 25th March, and the powers 
vetted in him by the Board to carry the Orders of the Company into ex- 
ecution ; upon which it was " Refolved, That the Orders given by the Pre- 
" fident were conformable thereto." 

Sir Robert Fletcher objefted to the form, alledging that the Orders, in- 
inftead of going to Captain M'Kenzie immediately, fhould have palled 
through Lieutenant- Colonel Harper. Every other Member concurred in 
one opinion. 

29th May. It was then Refolved, To furnifh Mr. Benfield with Copy of the Or- 

der given by the Prefident to Captain M'Kenzie, and the form of the 
Order to his officers on detachment; and to inform him, if his people 
could point out any officer or Seapoy who has a&ed improperly, and he 
will reprefent the particulars of fuch behaviour to the Board, the neceflary 
enquiry (hall be made into their conduct :" but Mr. Benfield has not 
given in any fuch charge. 

The Prefident then moved, " That the Rajah of Tanjore being put 
" in the full poffeffion and management of his country by the Company's 
u exprefs orders, it is the opinion of the Board, that it is not in their 
iC power to comply with Mr. Benfield's requefts in any refped, thofe claims 
" on individuals, which bear the appearance of having no connexion with 
Government, not being fufficiently explained to enable the Board to form 
an opinion thereon, and the alignments of the Nabob not being ad- 
€< miffible $ f * which was carried in the affirmative fix to five. The Prefident 
in his vote having obferved, that Mr. Benfield had broke through the ftand- 
3d June. "mg Orders of the Company in many inftances, by his interference with the 

ift July.. country government, feveral Members gave in Minutes on this occafion, 

to which, and to Mr. Dalrymple's remarks thereon, we beg leave to refer 

your Honors. 

2 On 


Cl 
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On 3d June Mr. Brooke gave in a Minute, requefting that the above 3 d J Qnc » 
Refolution might be re-confidered. 

On the 6th the Board affembled to re-con(ider the Refolution of the 20th Conf. 
May, but Mr. Dairy mple reprefenting that he had not been able to difcufe * Jone * 
perfectly the contents of the feveral difients, ic was agreed by all, but Sir 
Robert Fletcher, to poftpone it until the 10th. 

On the 10th Mr. Dalrymple delivered in his Minute, giving a general *Qth Tunc, 

luminary of the matter and extra&s from your Orders, to which we beg 8th July. " 

leave to refer your Honors, to Sir Robert Fletcher's Remarks on it, and to J^y^ " 0- 

Mr; Dahymple*s Reply, alfo to the Minute of the Majority, and to Mr. 14th June. 
Dairy mple's Obfeivations on that Minute, and alfo to Mr. Floycr's Minute. 


une. 


Mr. Floyer not being fufficiently informed on the fubjeft, the re-con- lgth 1 
flderation of the Refolution of 29th May was poftpphed to the 13th June. 
On that day, 

The Prefident moved, c< That the Refolution of Council of 29th 
<c ultimo do ftand confirmed," which was carried in the negative kvcn to 
five. 

Mr. Dalrymple then obferved to the Board, that Sir Robert Fletcher and 
Mr. Msckay having declared they would give an anfwer to his Minute of 
icth June, it was impoffible for him with propriety to give any further 
opinion till he has fven their anfwers. 

Mr. Mackay acquainted the Board he had fome queftions to move. . 

On the 14th June the Prefident moved, " That all the claims of Mr. i 4 th June. 
c< Bcnfield are private and not public concerns/' 

Mr. 
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"Mr. Mackay obje&ed to the propriety of the Prefidenfs Motion, alledg- 
ing that the meeting this morning was to take fome Motions he had to make 
into confideration, which he thought ought to be confidered before the Re- 
solution moved by the Prefident was put to the vote. 

The Prefident having explained what he thinks the cuftom of the fcrvice, 
that the bufinefs introduced by him lhoukl be firft confidered, defired the 
fentiments of the Board, " whether the refolution propofed by him, or 
" the Motions intended by Mr. Mackay, lhould be firft taken into confi- 
" deration ?" 

Which was carried for Mr. Mackay's Motion being fifft put, 7 to 5 ; 
whereupon Mr. Mackay moved, 

ift. " That it is the opinion of the Board, that the Nabob had a right to 
" the Government fliare of the crop in the Tan'jore country, the produce 
" of grain fown during the time it was in his pofieffion, and that any mort- 
<c g a gcshe may have given on the fame are good." 

The Prefident then obfefved, that the Motion introduced by Mr. Mackay 
being entirely relative to the fuppofed rights of the Nabob, of which he 
did not think this Board were competent judges, he was of opinion that 
Mr. Mackay's queftion Could not with any propriety be put, as it might tend 
to the mod fatal confequences ; and therefore moved, ♦* That it might not 
" be put." It was obferved it muft tend to raife the apprehenfions 
and alienate the mind of the Rajah, who is at prefent well difpofed to 
the Company, muft keep up the animofity between the Nabob and the 
Rajah, give great offence to the Marattas, who may perhaps be induced to 
take a part in this difpute, and involve the Company's affairs on this coaft 
in the greateft diftrefs, without any public motive whatever for running 
thofe rifk$, as the Rajah has not only readily complied with every requifi- 
.tioaof the Company, but has requefted the Company to take the entire 
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prote&ion of the Country, Other objedions were made, but in vain. Tie 
Majority of 7 to 5 carried this againft the Prefident, and the fame Ma- 
jority carried Mr. Mackay 's Motion in the affirmative. 

2. " Mr. Mackay then moved, That a Letter be written to the Rajah of 
€C Tanjore, to inform him of the above Refolution of the Board, and to re- * h j oncu 
* c commend to him to give Mr. Benfield all reafonable afliftance in recover- 
%i ing fuch debts as appear to be juftly due to him from the inhabitants, as 
* c well as to reftore to him the grain of laft year, which was in the poflfef- 
" fion of his people, and faid to be forcibly, taken from them." 

It was urged that this Motion was improper to be. put to .the vote at that 
lime, becaufe the Prefident's Motion not having been put, it was not de- 
termined whether Mr. Benfield's claims are private or public concerns, nor 
whether Mr. Benfield's concerns are confident with the Company's orders or 
not ;. nor indeed are the claims Sufficiently explained, nor had Mr. Benfield 
given in any charge in confequence of the Board's information to him, that 
no Officer of the Company had any authority to feize the property of in- 
dividuals; and till then, the Board cannot know whether the grain, faid to . 
be feized, was feized by the Rajah's Officers or by th$ Company's, as Mr. . 
Benfield had alledged. 

The Prefident therefore propofed, that infteadof this Letter to the Rajah,. , 
a Letter fhould be written to the Nabob, . to inform him of the refolution ^ 
of the Board on Mr. Mackay 's firft queftion, and to recommend to him to , 
fend the feveral Amuldars and Officers with their accounts into the Tanjore 
country, that the Dobbeer might be enabled to lay before -us, a true ftate of , 
the Nabob's rights to the Government fhare of the crop in the Tanjore 
country ; the produce of grain fown during the time it was in his pofiefiion, , 
that we might form an opinion how far the mortgages or orders he may. hayc K 
given are good. 
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The Majority 7 to 5 carried this alfo againft the Prefident, and the fame 
Majority carried Mr. Mackay's fecond Motion. 


«. 
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" Mr. Mackay then moved, Thsfc it be further recommended to the 
Rajah, to account with Mr. Benfield for the Government fliare of the 
grain in the di drifts affigned to him by the Nabob, and faid to be forcibly 
4C taken from his people." 

This Motion was alfo carried by the fame Majority, 7 to 5. 

m 



Your Prefident declared againft the Motion, becaufe diametrically op- 
pofite to the orders that have been received from the Company by the Gren- 
villc, which brought their commands for reftoring the Rajah, and who 
therein declare, that they will feverely punifh every military Officer, or 
Company's Servant, who fhall in any refpedt interfere in'the affairs of the Ra- 
jah's Government \ becaufe he law clearly that this Refolution of the Coun- 
cil will authorize Mr. Benfield to fend Comrah the Dubalh to tranfaft his af~ 
fairs with the Raj?h of Tanjore, who had the infolence to propofe to the 
Rajah the renting of his whole country, and to declare to him that he was 
frpported by feven Members of Council -, and who further told the Rajah, 
that Lord Pigot would recommend an Englifh garrifon to be placed in his 
fort, which he by all means difiuaded him from admitting ; and moreover, 
becaufe this Comrah told the Rajah, that Lord Pigot would probably advife 
him to depend on the Company for theprote&ion of his country, which he 
was by no means to comply with, but on the contrary to reply, that he 
would defend his country in the lame manner as his father, and that he did 
not want fuch affiftance. 

« 

After all Mr. Mackay 9 s Motions had been carried in the affirmative , — the 
Motion firft propofed by the Prefident was put, viz. " That all the claims 
of Mr. Benfield were private and not public concerns.' 9 — The opinions of 
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the feven Members on this Motion arc fo ambiguous, that we muft beg leave 
to refer yoaf Honors to the opinions themfelves. 

The Prefidcnt then acquainted the Board, that he intended to have fol- 
lowed the above Motion with another, viz. " That it appears to this Board, 
" that Mr. Benfield's tranfadtions with the Country Government are contrary 
" to the exprefs orders of the Company, and that any interference therein 
«* may raife apprehenfions in the Rajah of Tanjore, and tend to involve 
" the Company's affairs on this coaft j for which reafon it is refolved, that 
«* this matter be referred to the Honorable the Court of Directors." But 
by. fetting afide his Motion, this mode of fettling the[buGnefs, which 
muft at laft be purfuedin reality, was thrown out, and has been productive 
of infinite inconveniences and dilpute. 

On 25th June, taking under confideration a complaint of the Nabob, C«f 
that the Company's Seapoys,' with the Rajah of Tanjore's people, had ,^6. 
fcized diftrifts not appertaining to the Tanjore country, but wholly to the 
Great and little Marawar ; thefe tomplaints were underftood to relate to. 
Hannamantagoody ; and on reference to the Nabob's inftruftions to Mr. 
Duprein June 1762, to Mr.Dupre's reply, and to the Rajah's reprefen- 
tations 25th March 1771, it appears, that Hannamantagoody was aftgally 
in poffeffion of the Rajah at the conclufion of the treaty in 1762, and con- 
fcquently, according to your orders by the Grenville, that it fliould be re- 
ftored to the Rajah ; upon which it was refolved, that a Letter be written to 
the Nabob, telling him, that, agreeable to his defire, the.records had been 
confulted with refpeft to Hannamantagoody, and that it was found, by the 
Nabob's own inftruaions to Mr. Dupre, to have been in poffeffion of the 
Rajah in 1762, and therefore, in purfuance to your Honors commands, it 
appealed to us that it ought to be reftored to the Rajah, and we hoped it 
would appear fo to him. 

In 
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In the fame Letter the Nabob was informed of the Refolution on Mr. 
Mackay's fir ft Motion the 14th June, on which his Highnefi was bed 
judge what information on this matter was neceflary. 

The Majority of feven defired on occafion of this Letter that it might be 
minuted, that " they approved there6f only fo far as it correfponds with the 
cc fentiments exprefled by them refpe&iVely upon thefe fubje&s on the re- 
c « cords." 

Conf. On 9th July the Majority gave in a Minute, defiling Mr. De Souza and 

9 Mr. Benfield might be applied to for what information they could give about J 

taking away the accounts from the Tanjore country. 

On the 1 2th they feverally delivered in Letters, faying that all the Maratta 
and Perfian accounts had been carried away, but that the Malabar accounts 
were left in the villages. 

« 

On 23d July your Prefident wrote to the Nabob, in reply to a complaint* 
that fome of his fervants were (till in confinement under the authority of the - 
Rajah, and the Company's people in the Tanjore country ; requefling to 
know the names of thofe fervants, and of the places where they are con- 
fined, that he might make the neceflary enquiry, and write to the Rajah to 
have them releafed, if unjuftiy kept in that fituation. 

He reminded his Htghnefs, that in the Letter of 25th June he exprefled' 
a defire to learn from his Highnefs fuch information as he might deem ne- 
ceflary to give concerning the orders and accounts of the Tanjore Coun- 
try. 

And the Prefident further took notice, that a fliip of the Company's 
bound to England was expected daily, and that it would be highly fetisfac- 
tory to your Honors to be informed by that conveyance, that the Rajah had 
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4*en put in pofleffion of Hatwamantagoody an<jL Arntc by hj$ Highnefs, 
and that he hat been reflated, conformably to yeur commands, to the full 
and entire pofleffion of his country as he held ic in 1762. 

1 1 

But the Nabob has made no reply on thefe heads. 

On 10th Auguft a Letter was written to the Nabob, acquainting him 
of the damage done to the Tanjore and Trichinopoly countries by the 
frefhes, and reprefenting the neceflity, to both countries, for the fpeedy 
repair of the banks of the river $ and requeuing that orders might be fent 
to fuffer earth near the village of Kelly cott to be taken, and that every 
afiiftance be given by the people in the village of Sandamangalum in pro- 
curing reeds, woods, &c. the Rajah paying for the fame. 

On 3d June a Letter was received from Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, 
enclofing a Letter to him from the Nabob, complaining generally of your 
Prefident ; and particularly that he had threatened to put a guard upon his 
perfon : to which a Letter was written in anfwer 5 your Prefident aiTuring us, 
* c that the Nabob had totally mifunderftood him; that he never had a thought 
** of placing any guard over him, although he feared, and exprefled thofe 
*' fears to the Nabob, that the encouragement his Highnefs gave to Euro- 
" pean vifitors, and the impediment to public bufmefs, arifing from the 
4C intrigues carried on by them at his Durbar, would lay him under a ne- 
M ceffity to place a guard to bring fuch perfons to him, that he might be 
** acquainted with the nature of their bufinefs. 1 * 

Your Prefident further declared, " that no wanton indignity to his 
** Highnefe ever was intended, or ever will be committed by him, although 
-*' his ears ca» never be (hut toe the complaints of the diftrefled." 

On 6th June Sir Edward Hughes wrote a Letter, -that he had fent copy 
of the Letter to the Nabob, which he doubted not would produce the 
defired effeflt. 
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The Prcfident then obferved, that there was in the Letter from the Na- 
bob to Sir Edward Hughes mn accufation of <c his having ordered people 
u in the middle of the night to enter the Nabob ! s garden, pretending that 
€C he had information of the Nabob's having ordered fome people to be ill- 
€< treated there." The Prefident added, that he thought moft of the 
Members of the Council had been acquainted' with: the cafe alluded to, 
and although he had wifhed for the credit of the Nabob to have taken no 
public notice thereof, yet for his own vindication it appeared neceflary to- 
mention it. 


Conf. 
tftb Jane* 


On 1 oth May he received the following Report from the Head Hircar. 

cc After the Nabob took the Marawar*s country, the Sircar's people 
€i plundered every t^ing belonging to the faid Marawar's managers ; among 
" the reft one Villayan Chirvacar's houle was plundered, his daughter re- 
44 mained in the faid country very poor. 

"•One Veerapilla, an enemy to her, told the Nabob, Thatihe was worth 
4i money, upon which he ordered her to be brought under guard to him ; 
" and accordingly (he and two more women and about 13 men were brought 
u to Chepauk, in the Company's bounds* a few days ago ; but upon exa- 
4< mining the woman there was no money to be got from her, as was cx~ 
€< pe&ed. On this the faid enemy told the Nabob, that if he would fend her 
44 back along with him to the faid country, he will put her to torture, 
44 and recover the money. The woman would not go, for fear they will 
4 < murder her ; but they are forcing her to go, and (he declares, that if (he 
44 is forced (he will kill herfeif. As (he is now in the Company's bounds, 
" fent to acquaint your Lordthip with the above violence, and beg you to 
" fave her life •, and as it is my duty to acquaint you with any news or vio- 
44 lence that might be committed in the bounds, 1 thought fit te make this 
; c Report to your JUudJhip" 
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The Prefident was upon a vifit, and at Hipper when he received this 
information •, and as the Nabob's gardens and thofe to the Company's 
houfe join, he ordered the Hircar to wait at the gardens till his return, 
and to watch if thofe people palled* About 1 1- o'clock . the Prefident, 
flopping at the gardens in his way to the Fort, was informed that the wo- 
man was not come away; but that fome of the people were carried off" to- 
wards St. Thome -, upon which the Prefident thought proper ta direft the 
officer of the guard to. fend a Havildar and fome Seapoys, who overtook 
them at St. Thome ; and the Prefident at the fame time gave to Saib, one 
of the Company's waiting Peons, the written information he had received, 
and directed him to* carry it to a houfe of the Nabob's where many of his* 
fervants generally are, and to defire that the woman might not be removed, 
tHl he faw the Nabob in the morning* 

In the morning the men and old woman were lent to the Nabob, who- 
enquired into the matter in prefence of Mr. Chambers, and then fet thenv* 
at liberty, and likewife the daughter of the Duan ; and got a girl of the 
Marawa family, who Veeriapermall had taken and ufed as his concubine* 
to be reftored, and gave orders for another at Tnchinopoly likewife to be 
xftored. 

On 17th June the Prefident moved the following Refolution: " It i$% CbnfT 
"the opinion of this Board, that the Letter from the Nabob to- Sir- , 7 th J une " 
ct Edward Hughes was written purpofely to create animofity betweenrthe . 
" Members of this Government." 

He obferved, that he would not willingly think Jo unfavourably of the Na* 
bob, as to believe him capable of reprefen ting fean when he had none; but 
when the Prefident fees the Nabob's name figned to an Englilh Letter, of ; 
which he cannot read one word, when -he knows the mifcreants that he has 
in his Councils, he Ihould not have been furprized to have found that 
.Letter accufe him o£ any faults* The Prefident obferved alfo, that the- 
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6th Novem- 
ber 1769. 
3d Apr. 1775* 
^General Let- 
tcr from Ben- 
gal 7th De- 
cember 1775. 
1 7th June 
.1776. 


"Nab6b*s Letter to Sir Edward Hughes was not fent until a week after tin; 
vifit he had the honor to make his Highnefs, and in the intervening time 
that he ..had received a vifit from the two eldeft.Sons, with a mefiage of 
compliments from their Father. 

The queftion was carried in the affirmative by the Prefident's cafting 

vote, 

* 

The Prefident then gave. in the following Minute": 

" After fuch a Letter as that written by the Nabob to Sir Edward 
" Hughes, and after the fentiments of the Prefident exprefled in the Re- 
" ply to Sir Edward Hughes, as well as what pafied in debate upon the 
€t fubjedt, the Prefident does hope the impropriety, nay indecency, of vifit- 
" ing the Nabob under fuch circumftances muft ilrike every Member of 
f* Council. 

w The Prefident recommends, that, agreeable to the Company's (landing 
*' orders, no Member of the Council do henceforth vifit or correlpond hjr 
** writing or by meflage with the Nabob or either of his Sons. 

M The Prefident is more particularly induced to recommend this, as he 

" is informed that the Nabob has been made acquainted with the late pro* 

•-" ceedings of this Board ; and he thinks it very improper any Member of 

" the Council fhould be liable to the flighteft fufpicion of divulging to the 

** Nabob the proceedings of Government/* 


This queftion was carried in the affirmative alfo by the Prefident's cafting 
vote. For the various opinions of the Members we beg leave to refer you 
to the Minutes, 

The Prefident then reprefented to the Board .the many difficulties that 
attend the conftant refidence of the Nabob within the Company's bounds, 
irom the frequent atts committed, which act incompatible with our laws. 
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" Inftances of murder, imprifonments, thefts, tortures, and fuch-like 
«* offences, committed by the Nabob's people, wherein the interference of 
44 this Government is indifpenfably necefiary, have already happened in. 
cc the fhort time the Prefident has been here ; and he fhould ill deferve 
u the truft repofed in him if he let informations of fuch a nature pafs un- 
" noticed -, and, if he is not paflive, the Nabob will ever think his dig- 
" nity hurt. 

" Another inconvenience arifes from the fuits in the Mayor's Court 
" againft the Nabobs's family and attendants, which occafion applications 
** that, muft lay the Prefident under the greateft embaraffments.. 

** The Nabob has not mentioned it in his Letter to Sir Edward Hughes, 
" but the Prefident knows he was moft chagrined at the Prefident's 
u having releafed fome children ftolen by a Moorman, formerly, if not at 
u prefent, in the Nabob's fervice, and who was flopped in the Company's 
€i bounds,, but conveyed away by the Nabob's officers into his Highnefs's 
«* country, and thereby has eluded, the juftice of the Englifh laws. Of 
tt thefe children nineteen were taken from the Tanjore country, one from , 
«• St. Thome, and two from Cuddalore. 

M The Prefident being defirous to avoid every occafion of giving difguft - 
" to the Nabobs and as circumftances muft occur, daily to increafe his dif- 
a content while he remains here, the Prefident propofes, as the moft eficc-. 
tt tual method to prevent thefe mifunderftandings, " That it be recom- 
« to the Nabob to refide at Arcot." 

This queftion was carried againft the Prefident feven to five. It was faid 
the Nabob's refidence here is attended with great advantages to the Com- 
pany and to the Settlement, and that fuch a Motion would increafe the 
jealoufies already fubfifting ; on the other hand it was allcdged,* that . 
Durbar politics had been almoft the fource of the difienfions that of late 
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ftbrs have prevailed at this Board, and will ever be fo while the Nabob 
rcfides among us. It was thought this meafure, inftead of increafing, would 
naturally put an end to all animofity between the Company's Government 
and the Nabob ; would not only obviate all the difficulties complained 
of, but be extremely beneficial to his country, which is in a very miferable 
ftate. 

^thjunc. On the 24th June feveral Minutes were given fa on the fubjfe&s of the 

former Confutations, to which we beg leave to refer your Honors. 

The boafted wealth of this Settlement is almoft entirely confined to thfc 
Europeans, ahd fhews itfelf in diffipation and extravagance of every kind, 
which can never be to the Company's advantage : almoft none of the 
natives, except fuch as have had the handling of the public money, are afflu- 
ent : there are hardly any Black merchants of fubftance ; and the Nabob 
racks the country to fquander money idly away, which ought to be laid 
out in the improvement of the Carnafic. 

This would be a fource of real wealth to Madrafs, afld in time of exi- 
gency might enable him to fupport his government. In the prefent fitua- 
tion, if the calamities of war are to be added to the diftrefles of the inha- 
bitants, the moft fatal confequences are to be dreaded. 

It muft be obvious, that all the difficulties which have occurred in trans- 
acting your affairs with the Nabob, fiot only fince the arrival of the Gren- 
ville, but for fome years paft, have arifen from the Nabob's being infefted 
by defigning men about him, who have -had an intereft of their own direft- 
ly contrary to your's. Whilft the Nabob refides conftantly here it will be 
impoflible to keep all Europeans frorti him, and he has maiiy means of 
attaching men to his caufe within the limitation of the law, even admit- 
ting that men fhould be incapable of being induced to accept offers which 
*y our Honors may fatisfy yourfelves from Mr. Dawfon were made to him. 

ft 
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it is very difficult to bring home proofs ; nay circumftances may com* 
to the knowledge of your Prefident through channels which cannot with 
propriety be made known \ but he thinks it proper at this time to ftate 
for your information what has come to his knowledge. 

The evening your Prefident fct out for Tanjore, one of the Nabob's 
family, after many profeffions of friendfhip, and of a de fire that your Pre* 
fident might be convinced of the confideixe he repofed in him, and how 
much he was perfuaded that no man had the Nabob's intereft fo truly at 
heart as your Prefident, he begged of him to believe that he had ufed 
every argument to prevail on the Nabob to comply chearfully with the 
orders of the Company ; that the Nabob was in himfelf all goodnefs; 
that no man could wifh more for the profpcrity of the Company's affairs 
than the Nabob did, but at the fame time con fc did, that giving up the 
Tanjore country affefted him much : " Think not, my Lord," continued 
he, C( that the Nabob upon this occafion is governed by the advice of 
( ' Mr. M'Pherfoir, neither believes that he pays much attention to that 
" of Mr. Mackay ; he has a voice in Council it is true, but he thinks 
" him infignificant. The Nabob however is a man, and liable to the fail- 
v<4 ings of a man *, and when he is counselled and told by one in high 
* c office, whofe fuperior intereft and friends have Supported him in over- 
" coming men in power in Government heretofore, when he is told by 
iC the Commander in Chief of the army fitting on ycur Lordlhip's left 
" hand at the Council Board, and holding honors and trufts not com* 
" mitted to the charge of any officer till of late, that your Lordfliip dart 
%i not carry the orders of the Company into execution without the Nabob's 
*' confent: feel for the Nabob at this time, conceiving his honor, repu- 
"«« tation, dignity, nay Vis favorite obj ft at (take, that of keeping pof- 

u feffion of the country of Tanjore : feel for him, my Lord, and fay, 
" if with fuch encouragement he is not to be excufed. Follow this with 
*' every mark of attention and profeffion of friendfhip the fame gentleman 
" could give, fee him producing the Company's private inftruftions to 
" the Commiffioncrs, and reading the 29th, 30th, 31ft, 32d, 33d, and 
6 " 34th 
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l < 34th paragraphs, and you will ftnd it no longer difficult to account for, 
" the Nabob's conduit." 

Although the letter referred to had been opened at the particular requeffc 
of the Commander in Chief a little time before, and carried home by 
him with your Prefident*s permiflion, yet well knowing the artful and in* 
triguing difpofuion from whom this information was received, your Pre-* 
fident looked on it as a bait thrown out to amufe him, and prevent his 
letting out for Tanjore ; and he therefore paid fo little attention to it, that 
be got into his Palanqueen, and proceeded on his journey, without ever 
having read the Letter mentioned, which, on Sir Robert Fletcher's re- 
turning it to your Prefident, was left in his clofet in the Fort-houfe, . 
where it remained till his return from Tanjore, wJien curiofity led him to 
defire Mr. Scratton to read to him the paragraphs which had been re- 
ferred to. 

Your Prefident will not recite the various reports he has heard fmce 
his return, but he cannot omit faying, that he was alfo told*,.before his 
journey to the fouthward,. by the fame perfon of the Nabobs family, 
that the Commander in Chief had encouraged the Nabob to believe that 
there would foon be a divifion in the Council, telling him Mr. Dawfon, 
Mr. Brooke, and Mr. Ruflcll, had all applied to go to Mazulipatam ; 
that your Prefident kept thefe Members in expe&ation of the Chiefihip*. 
but that when the office was filled up, the Prefident would certainly dif- 
oblige two of them. And your Prefident mud fay, that fince your Ho- 
nor's nomination of Mr. Floyer has been known, he has not had the fup- 
j>ort from Mr. Brooke which he before received from him. 

Conf. In Confutation the 24JI1 June Mf. Mackay gave in the following 

«4*Job«. Minute. 
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As the Refolution on the Nabob's Letter to Sir Edward Hughes 
€< was carried by the Prefidenrt cafting vote, though in Mr. Mackay's 

<c opinion 
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cc opinion of one of the Members for that queftion Mr. Brooke appears' 
c * doubtful, Mr. Mackay moves that the Refolution be now refunded." ' 

• 

Sir Robert Fletcher alfo begged leave to reprefent to the Board, "That* 
M he has had the Records examined, and can find no fucb pandivg order of' 
u the Company, as was quoted by the Prefident on Monday laft (17th of 
" June) and upon which he imagines fome of the Members of the Board 
u were induced to vote for his Lordfhip's fecond Motion ; Sir Robert? 
€f Fletcher further obferves, that upon considering attentively the words* 
" in which that Motion is conceived, he finds that Members of the Board 
" may be thought by fome (though innocently) to offend againft the Re- 
" folution which pafled upon that Motion, merely becaufe they do not, . 
" and he thinks cannot, (hut their doors in. the faces of the Nabob and 
iC his fons, when they happen, Which they fometrmesdo, to drop in, in an* 
*« evening to vifit his family ; and as for Sir Robert Fletcher himfelf, he 
" muft repeat, that there are frequent complaints made to him from the 
•* out-garrifons of difputes between the officers under his command, and 
" the Nabob's officers, and againft fome of the Company's officers in the 
4C Nabob's fervice upon points of duty. Thefe, in confequence of a 
" mefiage from the Commander in Chief to the Nabob, or to one of his 
" fons, or a meflage from one of them to the Commander in Chief, are,, 
" in general, amicably fettled by him. . 

» « 

" For all thefe reafons, Sir Robert hopes the impropriety of the Refo- 

" lution on the Prefident's fecond Motion on Monday laft, will ftrike 

" every Member of the Board, and he therefore moves that that Refo-- 

" foution be refunded." 

» 

On the 8th July, in confequence of "the Motion of Sir Robert Flietcher Conf.. 
of 24th June, being defired by him to be confidered, the Prefident ob- 8ch J" 1 ^ 
ferved, " That the Refolution of Council of 17th June, 'that Members of 
4C the Board Jhould not vifit or receive meflages from the Nabob or bis . 
41 Sons, was grounded on the reafons which -are given on his Minute pre- 
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„ cc ceding that Motion; that it is true he had, at the defire of Mr. Brooke, 
" given his content to the reconfideration of the Refolution of the 29th 
" May on the Nabob and Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjore country, 
" becaufe that private property was there concerned', but as no fuch 
<c matter wasaffcded by the Refolution of the 17th June, and becaufe 
€ ' the refcinding fuch Refoluion would only iocreafe the difficulties he 
<c has found in conducing the bufinefs of the Company with the Nabob, 
" he now declares, that he never will give his confent to the que (lion of 
* c Sir Robert Fletcher being put. The Prefident at the fame time ob- 
" fcrves to the Board, that he is certain of a&ing on this occafion with 
" perfect confiftency ; that during the many years he has been in the fer- 
'" vice, he has always known the bufinefe of the Board to originate with the 
c< Prefident, who is undoubtedly the prbpereft perfon to lay before them 
" fuch fubjeds as may require their consideration j that making Refolu* 
" tions one day, and reconfidering and refcinding the next, can be pro* 
" du&ive of no good confequence to the Company's affairs, but on the 
" contrary (lamp the meafures of Government with fuch an air of fickle* 
" nefs, as mud be highly detrimental to them/' 

• • 

Many Members gave in Minutes on the fubjeft, to which we beg leave 
to refer your Honors." 

The Prefident then declared, that he was ready to put Mr. Mackay's 
Motion, as that was a matter which did not concern the Company, but 
himfelf ; however Mr. Mackay declined having it put. 

Conf On 9th July the Majority of feven gave in a Minute againft your Pre- 

9th July, fident, for firft, Having afferted a right to adjourn the Council. Secondly* 
Having in the Civil Department rejufed to put a previous que/lion 9 although 
defired by many of the Board, who had not had time to confider of the 
proportion laid before them. Thirdly, Having refufed to put a qutjlion 
regularly moved for refcinding a former Refolution of Council. And Fourthly, 

Having 
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Having afferted that a 'Resolution of tbe Majority of the Board cannot be 
tarried into execution without bis concurrence. 

Your Prefident thinks ic proper on this occafion to obferve, that he 
thinks the prefervation of order and propriety in Govem:r.ent makes ic 
neceffary for the power of adjournment to be in the Prefident, without 
which a faction with ftrong confutations, by relieving each other, might 
force the Prefident, who is obliged to remain in the chair, into Whatever 
meafures they pleafed. Were your Prefident to adjourn to evade any 
charge either againft himfclf or his friends, there might be ground of com- 
plaint, not for the adjournment, but the motive of it -, but in tranfading 
the important public concerns of your Government, if the Members of 
the Council, iaftead of affifting your Prefident with their advice, are to- 
aflame the reins and determine what is fit in their private meetings, and 
come to Council only to dictate to your Prefident, it is impoffible fpr your 
affairs to efcape ruin. Your Government muft be fupported. 

Your Prefident thinks he has a right to require of every Member of 
the Council an opinion upon fuch matters as he may lay before them, and 
therefore, that it is improper to admit of a previous queftion which may 
deprive him of that opinion. 

The forms and rules of popular aflemblies are not at all applicable to 
a Council Board, and if they were introduced, inftead of promoting bufi- 
nefs would impede it, and throw every thing into confufion. In the in- 

ftance referred to, your Prefident did not require a hafty decifion 5 he 
declared his readinefs to fit as long as they pleafed, but was convinced the 
Members of the Majority merely urged delay becaufe it was fuppofed Mr. 
Dawfon would not attend another Council, and that by poftponing the 
bufinefs your Prefident would be deprived of that gentleman's iupport 
in a meafure which appears of infinite confequence to your affairs, viz. 
fending Mr. Ruffe U to Tanjore. Mr. Dawfon, feeing the dilemma in 
which your Prefident was reduced, in a very becoming manner declared, 

he 
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he would not turn his back on your fervice, and would readily attend on 
a future day ; and your Prefident mull do Mr. Dawfon the juftice to fay, 
he ever received his ready fupport in the ad mini ft rat ion of your affairs. 

3dly. Your Prefident cannot avoid remarking, that when he refufed to 
put Sir Robert Fletcher's Motion for refcinding the Refolution of Coun- 
cil of i/ih June againft Members of the Council vifiting the Nabob, he 
rook notice that ic was almoft the only queftion which he would not put, 
but that the Refolution was entirely conformable to your orders, to ancient 
ufage, and neceflary for good government \ thac refcinding the Refolu- 
tion would be a breach of your orders, and tend to involve your affairs in 
difficulties for no reafon j and that intercourfe with the Country Govern- 
ment was a privilege which you had been pleafed to veft in your Prefident 
folely, and therefore was what the Council could not agitate with pro- 
priety. However in the Minute above referred to jthc Majority declare, 
« c The Refolution of 17th June is legally, though not in the ufual form 
4C refcinded," which your Prefident cannot admit. 

Your Prefident, from an attentive confideration of the Commiflion of 
Government, thinks his Council are appointed the better to enable him 
to manage your affairs; he thinks he can do nothing without a Majority 
of his Council, and he thinks fo great a deference is due to that Majority, 
as to require the Prefident to concur with them on ordinary occafions, but 
not in difobedience to your commands ; on the contrary, he thinks his duty 
to the Company obliges him not to concur with. a fettled Majority, who 
uniformly purfue meafures ruinous to your interefts, and contrary to your 
orders. 


Ensbfitrt 
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Enckfure in Mr. Dalrymplis Packet. Revived over-land the pb of 

April 1777. 

JHeafures worthy the attention of the Court of Directors for the re-efta- 
blifhment of good government and order in their Settlement at 
Madrafs. 

1. IT is neceflfrry that no room be left to doubt that a Majority of 
the Council cannot do an ad of Government without the Prefident, 

2. The new military regulations cannot be continued without total dc- 
ftruttion to the Company, as the Government is thereby at the mercy of 
the military Commander in Chief. The Governor ought to have at leaft 
as much power over the military as formerly, when the Company's affairs 
were conduced' fo much to the honor of the nation, and to their 
benefit* 

3. All the appointments military as well as civil ought to be in the 
Prefident and Council at the recommendation of the Governor; 

4. It has been queftioned whether the Prefident and Council can 
bring the Military Commander in Chief to a Court-Martial, without call* 
ing officers from the other Prefidencies to try him ? and the authority of 
the Governor to put him in arreft, even whilft in garrifon, is pofitively 
denied, notwithftandihg the Company's orders are clear on this head > 
but it is alledged the new regulations have fuperfeded all antecedent 
orders. 

5. One great caufe of the confufion in the Company's affairs here, is 
the Nabob's debt to individuals ; the orders he has granted on different 
diftri&s amount to more than two millions fterling (2,000,000!.) great 
part of this is due to Europeans for fums lent, and other money trans- 
actions, which are contrary to the exprefs orders of the Company ; but it 
is pretended thefe coders are now fuperfeded by the Aft of Parliament r 

S this 
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this ought to be put an effectual flop to, and ids to be feared, before any 
remedy can be applied, the debt will be greatly increafed ; the fum above- 
mentioned is not the whole of the Nabob's debt, but only cf what he has 
given orders for payment during the laft year* thofe orders are nearly 
equal to the amount of his annual revenues, 

6. The Company very judicioufly gave orders, that all the Nabob's 
troops fhould be difbanded i it will be neccflary to repeat this order, as 
the Governor-General and Council of Bengal lay he is an independent 
prince, and have refolved they will fupport his rights, by exerting with 
tfieft the power vefted in them by the Legiflature. It is the more ne- 
ceffary thefe troops fhould be difbanded, as he has at lea ft 150 European 
officers who have ftole out to India; and this is a growing evil. 

7. Continuing the Jaghier under the Nabob is very prejudicial to the 
Company's intereft. It is indeed generally fuppofed the Nabob pays 
a laiger Sum than the country is at prefent able to bear j but it can never 
be the Company's intereft to diftrefs the inhabitants, and, under good ma- 
nagement, it is very capable of great improvement. If the J ghier is 
taken from the Nabob, he will be induced to remove from Madrafs, 
which will be attended with many good confequences. 

8. The former Regulation in the Company's fervice, that all intercourfe 
with the Country Government fhould be confined to the Prefident, is very 
neceflary to be confirmed, as queftions have arifen concerning the validity 
of that Regulation. 

9. It is very injurious to the natives to permit Europeans or Chriftians 
of any denomination to be concerned in the Farms, and it will alfo be 
productive of many inconveniences to the Company as well as oppre (lions 
to the inhabitants* 

3 10. Settling 
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10. Selling the wafte land belonging to the Company is a meafure cal- 
culated to ferve private purpofes at the Company's expenfe ; where lands 
are wanted for occupancy, they ought to be granted at a fmall quit- 
rent, with a power of redemption, on paying the fair value of improve- 
ments.' 

Enclofure in Mr. Ddrymplfs Packet. Received over-land jtb April 1777: 
Copy of General Orders iffued the 25th Auguft 1776. 

* ■ 

By George Stratton, Efq. Prclident, Henry Brooke, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George 
Mackay, Efqrs. of Council at Fort St. George, 

THE illegal, violent, and unconditional conduit of Lord Pigot, 
late Prefident of the Council, aided and aififted by Meffrs. Ruffell, 
Dalrymple, and Stone, in breaking through the pofitive orders of the 
Company, have compelled us, for the future welfare and prefervation of 
the affairs of the Company, to order Lord Pigot into arreft, and to iuf- 
pend from the Company's fcrvice the other three Gentlemen, until the 
Company's pleafure (hall be known ; and George Stratton, Efq. being 
the next fenior fervant to Lord Pigot* is, agreeable to the orders of the 
Company* appointed Prefident, and is to be obeyed as fuch, and all the 
officers and foldiers upon this eftablifliment are hereby commanded to 
pay due obedience to oar orders, figned by ourfclves, or our Secretary, 
we, the Majority of the Council, being (be only legal reprefenutives of 
the Company. 

(Signed) GEO. STRATTON. 

HENRY BROOKE, 
ROBERT FLETCHER, 
CHAs FLOYER, 
ARCHDALE PALMER, 
FRANs JOURDAN, 
GEO. MACKAY. 
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The Government having devolved on George Stratton, Efq. the 
honors of fecond of (he coaft are to be paid to Henry Brooke, Efq. 

4 

Colonel Stuart is to take upon him the charge and command of the 
army and of this garrifon during the indifpofition of Sir Robert Fletcher, 
who will, notwithstanding his illnefs, continue to ad as third of Council. 

The Prcfident and Council being, upon the report of Colonel Stuart, 
thoroughly Satisfied with the conduft of the officers and men composing 
the Garrifon, have empowered him to a flu re them they (hall meet with a 
proper gratification. 

Captain Arthur Lyfaught is appointed Town-Major, and Lieutenant 
Hoare Fort- Adjutant, and are to be obeyed as foch, Lieutenant Colonel 
Nixon is to join the i ft Battallion pf the ift Regiment at Vellore. 

Sunday, Auguft 25th eight o'clock. A picquet to mount immediately 
till further orders, confiding of 1 Captain, 2 Subalterns, 2 Serjeants, 
1 Drummer, and 50 Rank and File, to be warned from thofe who 
came laft off duty. 

The officers to wear their 4 fafhes conflantly, and the men their accou- 
trements, and to keep their arms as near them as pofiible, that they may 
be ready to turn out at the (horteft notice. The Drummer to remain 
always at the Barrack. Guard. 

No perfon on picquet to go out of the garrifon; 
; In cafe of an alarm, the picquet to affemble in front of the Barracks. 


Enclqfun 
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Enchfure in Mr. Dalrytnplfs Packet. Received over-land jib April 1777. 

Letter from Lord Pigot to the Governor* General and Council at Bengal, 
dated St. Thomas's Mount, 15th September 1776* 

To the Honorable Warren HaJHngs y Efquire, Governor-General, &fo Council 

of Bengal, 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

CAPTAIN PANTON, of his Majefty's (hip Swallow, having done 
me the honor to deliver me the Letter which you were pleafed to addrefs 
to me and the Council by that fhip, I am become acquainted with 
your fentioients concerning my proceedings at Tanjorc, and on my 
condudt with refpedfc to the Nabob. 

» 

In the fituation I am, deprived of all reference to the public records, 
willing to (hew all due deference to your opinion, but defirous at the 
fame time to juftify my conduft to the world, and obferving that 
private complaints and private opinions are blended with the public and 
authentic a£ts, and circumftances mentioned which never exifted, I may 
Hand excufed if I defire that copies of all the Nabob's complaints may be 
tranfmitted to me. 

Seeing alfo private references made by Sir Robert Fletcher to the opi- 
nion of Lieutenant- General Clavering, extratts of whofe anfwersl under- 
ftand have been handed about the Garrifon by an orderly Serjeant (copy of 
one of which comes encloftd) I truft General Clavering will have no 
objection to lay before your Honor, &c. the correfpondence that has 
pa(Ted on public matters between him and the Commander in Chief here, 

T that 
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that I may be furnifhed with authentic copies of fuch as you may fee 
proper. 

I have the honor to be, 
Honorable Sir and Sirs, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


St. Thomas's Mount, 
15 th September 1776. 


(Signed) P I G O T. 


Enclofure in Mr. DalrymplSs Packet. Received over-land pb April 1777; 

Copy of a paper faid to be an extract of a Letter to Sir Robert Fletcher 

from Genera] Clavering. 

(< THE reafons for not extending our animadverfions to fuch matters 
" as concern your internal government was, ift. That we did not think. 
" our jurifdiftion competent to take cognjzance of them unlefs, the Majo- 
" rity of the Board had required it of us *, and idly, That we thought 
« c you had power within yourfelves to render the Government efficient, on 
« c the Prefident's refufing to execute any order of the Majority/' 

(C We have here afferted and maintained, that the Government is 
<c vcfted in the. Majority ;" and then, fpeaking of Sir Robert's arreft, and 
not fummoning him to Council during that fuppofed arreft, u By the 
" fame rule that the Prefident does not fummon one, he may confine the 
" number of the Council to thofe perfons only who are his creatures and 
" dependents; but a junto thus formed, is no longer the Council appointed 
c< by the Company as tfceir reprefentatives, and their adts are illegal 
" He adds, that putting Sir Robert in arreft, and upon the pretence 
«« alledged, was the moft violent a£ of defpotifm he ever heard of.'* 

N. B. The charge given to the Board by the Prefident againft Sir 
Robert Fletcher was for difotxdience of orders and infidelity to the Com- 
pany ; 
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pany ; fome of Sir Robert's friends thereupon requefted, that the matter 
might be pa fled over and nothing more faid of it ; this the Governor 
more readily aflcnted to, as in the courfe of the trial it would have been 
neceflary to have called upon the Nabob's fons, and perhaps upon the 
Nabob himfelf, as evidences. Meflrs. Jourdan and Mackay went to Sir 
Robert, and returned to Council with him, when he fignified, that he 
underftood what had paflcd was to be buried in oblivion, and therefore it 
was very improper in him to revive the fubjeft by mentioning it to Ge- 
neral Clavering. 

Enclofure in Mr. Dairy mplSs Packet. Received over-land jtb April 1777. 

Letter from Mr. Munro to the Court of Directors, dated Fort St. George, 

21ft September 1776. 

So the Honorable the Court of DireEton for Affairs of the Honorable the . 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

Honorable, 

« 

AT a period of di ft raft ion and violence, when rebellion has difplayed 
her banner in one of your principal fettlements, and ufurpation has wrefted 
the reins of Government from the hands you had intruded them to, an 
humble appeal againft arbitrary meafures, a complaint of the mod unme- 
rited and injurious treatment towards a civil fervant of this eftablifhment, 
will be far from being an uqnatural confequence •, as thofe who have efta- 
bliflied themfelves by deceit and military force in the adminiftration of 
this Government, will have little* fcruple to maintain their authority by 
violence, and to remove every individual from places of truft, who may 
have the fpirit to deny their power, and fortitude to preferve his fidelity 
unimpeached to his Honorable Employers. 

Oo 
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On the revolution of this Government, I was influenced by the dictates 
of fidelity and duty to the Honorable Company to fign my name to a 
.Letter (in conjundlion with many of my fellow fervants, who were a&uated 
by the fame principles) containing a formal proteft againft the authors 
thereof. This Letter will be fcnt a number in the Grenville's packet, and 
I muft beg leave to refer your Honors thereto for the motives of my con- 
duct ; and I flatter myfelf, that motives adopted by fo great a majority 
as thirty-eight of your civil fervants at the Prefidency, are as little liable 
to be tainted by error as by prejudice or intereft. If a Prcfident by you 
elefted as worthy of fo high a truft, if a commiflion originating from 
yourfelves, and endowing the Right Honorable Lord Pigot with a Govern- 
ment, from which, ic exprefsly fays, he is only removeable by thirteen or 
more of the Dire&ors, can be annulled by a Majority in numbers of the 
refiding Members of that Council, which is appointed, by the cxprefs 
words of the commiifion, to aid and a (lift him in the adminiftration of his 
Government, and thefe Members (as I apprehend) legally iufpended i I 
muft confefs my idea of the fervice has been totally wrong, and I have 
been v/ith many of my fellow fervants under an unhappy miftake refpefting 
the powers and privileges by you delegated to a Governor. 

Actuated by thefe fen timer) ts, I could not confidently addreft Mr. 
Stratton by the title he has a (Tamed ; I could no otherways forward my 
monthly returns, as pay matter and ft ore keeper of Chingleput, than by 
addreffing him as " one who ftyles himfelf PreGdent of the Council and 
44 Governor of Fort St. George ;" as I regarded the legal Prefident and 
Governor to be no Other than the Right Honorable Lord Pigot. For the 
indecency and impropriety, as they are pleafed tot<rm it, of this addrefs, 
the reigning Adminiftration have thoifght fit to order me to deliver over 
the charge of your money and {lores, and of my office, to the military 
officer commanding there, in this inflance alfo deviating from the line of 
the fervice, and to fufpend me without giving me any charge of a crime, 
and far lefs allowing me a reafonable time to anfwer thereto, or even a copy 
<of the proceedings relative to my fufpenfion, though applied for by me 
5 by 
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by Letter, of which I herewith take the liberty offending a copy. Thus 
treating me in the fevered manner, and ailing dire&ly contrary to the 
tenor of what I underftand to be your exprefs orders in this refpeft, I 
Jcave to the decifion of your Honors, whether my conduft on this occa-* 
(ion is chargeable with indecency or impropriety, and whether it merits 
the fence nee which this new authority have been pleafed to pafs upon me. 
At all events I fubmit my cafe to your juftice and candour for my re-in- 
ftatement in your fcrvicc, confeious as I am that no part of my conduft has 
ever been deficient in fidelity to your intereft, or obedience to your com- 
mands. 

I cannot avoid this favourable opportunity of returning my moft fin cere 
and grateful thanks to your Honors for my appointment to the fuccefiion 
of the Paymafterihip of Ellore, a mark of the favour of my Honorable 
Mailers, which now affords me a flattering reflection under the injury 
which I at prefent fuftain, and in the hope that your candour, and the 
merits of a courfe of thirteen years fervice in the different departments in 
which I have ferved, will fuperfede the fentence of a fet of men, whom 
I defy in any point whatever to accufe me of difobedience or neglect of 
duty. 

I have the honor to be with profound refped, 

Honorable, 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

Fort St. George* 
2 lit September 1776. 

R T D*MUNRO,> 

Enckfure in Mr. Dalrymplc's Pacha. Received over-land ytb Jpril 1777.' . 

Copy of Mr. RuffelPs account of what pafled in the Fort the 24th * 

Auguft 1776. 

ON Saturday the 24th inftant, between eight and nine o'clock at night,, 
<* Intelligence having been brought to the Governor's Garden-houfe, where 

U "I then 
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" I then was, that Lord Pigot had been carried off a prifoner to the 
€C Mounr, 1 immediately haftened to the Fort, accompanied by J. M. 
* c Scone, Efq. where I found the t >wn in confufion, and was told 
44 that Mr. Stratton and Sir Robert Fletcher, with others, had taken 
u pofleffion of the Council Room. On drawing near the parade, it 
" being moon-light, I obferved it was crouded with officers and othcrs t 
44 as well Europeans as Blacks, and a number of carriages at the Fort 
4C Square Gate. Meeting foon after wiih the Fort Major, Captam Wood, 
44 he informed me that thofe Gentlemen had declared themfelves the 
44 Adminiftration, and that he had been lent to the main guard for en* 
" deavourng to keep the troops to their duty. I then directed Lieutenant 
44 Perdcrgaft, the Fore- Adjutant, who had juft joined us, to go to the 
" officer of the main-guard (Captain Adair) and tell him that it was my 
<c orders, in the abfence of Lord Pigot, to have his mrn ftand imme- 
« c diately to their arms; but oblerving that he (Captain Adair) hcfitated, I 
44 went myfclf to him and repeated my orders in pcrfon, telling him that 
44 he would reflect on the confequences of a refuel, as in the abfence of 
44 Lord Pigot, whofe guard he commanded, I mud be conQdered his com- 
44 manding officer a , he (Captain Adair) ft ill hcfitated, and muttering 
44 fomething about the Commander in Chief, I afked him if he had 
44 received any contradictory orders from the Commander ra Chief, 
44 and by whom they were delivered; Captain Adair replied, in 
a cotffufcd manner^ that Colonel Stuart had delivered him orders \ 
during this a croud of officers had afiembltd around us, and on my in* 
"♦lifting with Captain Adair that my orders fhould be complied with, 
44 Lieutenant-Colonel Edington, Adjutant-General, and Captain Barclay 
" -came up to me, and, with great profeifions of refped for my pcrfon, 
" recommended to me as mod prudent to go my houfe a , I told them my 
4C dury called me where I was, or words to that effirft ; and in the mean 
44 while, whether by Captain Adair's orders or not, I do not know, great 
44 part of the guard flood to their arms; and as I was advancing to get 
44 in front of them, Colonel Stuart came up to me fcemingly much 
* 4 agitated, fayipg,.you muft go with me to Council, or before Council* 

#< my 


cc 

4C 


< 79 ) 

" nay anfaer wis, that I was not under his orders, but that he at that time 
* c was under mine, and chat I flaould certainly not go where he dire&ed, or 
*< words to that effeft ; Colonel Stuart upon this feizedme by the breaft of 
* 4 my coat, calling out for Orderlies, at the fame time Lieutenant-Colonel 
" Edington and Captain Barclay each feuted me by an arm, and thefe 
*' gentlemen were forcibly dragging me along, when I called to the 
" Captain of the main-guard for afliftance, but in vain \ though I 
" did obferve feveral <& the grenadiers advance from the ranks towards us, 
" which feemed to alarm Colonel Stuart fo much that he quieted his hold 
" of roe, and run back to puih them into their ranks with oaths and threats ; 
u after cffe&ing thrs, he (Colonel Smart) returned to affift Colonel Eding- 
*' ton and Captain Barclay, by laying hold of my wrift, and calling for an 
£i orderly (erjeant to puih me behind * continuing to make all the refiftance 
u in my power, I was by main force dragged by Colonel Stuart, Lieutenant- 
* c Colonel Edington, and Captain Barclay, with the afliftance of the Orderly 
" Serjeant, to the Council Room, where were fitting George Stratton, Efq. 
•• Sir Robert Fletdhcr, Francis Jourdan, George Mackay, Charles Floyer, 
" Henry Brooke, and Archdale Palmer, Efquires, and Mr. Henry Norris 
" attending * Colonel Stuart led me in by the arm, and fliutting the door, 
" he addrefled himfelf to the above gentlemen, faying, that I had fo ftrong 
" an arm that he was out of breath, and muft beg time to recover it be- 
«* fore he could explain the caufe of my being before them. Upon this I 
** required to know whether I was a prifoner or not 5 Sir Robert Fletcher 
" (I think it was) anfwered that I was not a prifoner, and I was therefore 
** going to retire, but upon opening the door Colonel Stuart run up to mc 
" and flapped it to : upon my reprefenting the indecency of this behavi- 
46 our to Mr. Stratton, who feemed to be the Prefident, the Colonel pleaded 
« c in excufe, that he wiflied me to be prefcnt while he related to the Council ' 
*« (for fuch he called them) what had p^fled. He (Colonel Stuart) then 
** difitated, while Mr. Jourdan minuted, a declamation about my exciting 
** mutiny, and related the circumftances of his feizing me with tolerable 
" accuracy, [only] that he makes no mention of the violent and powerful 
« affiftance givep him by Lieutenant-Colonel Edington, Captain Barclay, 
& " and 
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" and the Orderly. When the Colonel had finished, Mr. Stratton aflced 
c< what I had to fay in anfwer ; to which I replied, that I denied their audio* 
" rity and Ihould fay nothing, or words to that efieft. Mr. Mackay and 
" Mr. Jourdan then went round to the oppofite fide of the table, and after 
c< fome converfation with Sir Robert Fletcher and Mr. Floyer, Sir Robert 
" propofed, before 1 fliould retire, that a Letter which would (hortly be 
" fent might be read to me ; but this I objefted to, declaring that I 
" would not liften to any thing at that Board, whole authority I denied. 
cc Mr. Stratton however rifing up, began to read a paper, fuppofed to be 
" the Letter in queftion, but ftopped upon my calling to him by name 
" that I would not hear him. Sir Robert then moved, that the contents 
" fhould be told me, which Mr. Stratton then declared to be, that they 
c< had fufpended me the Company's fervice ; and orders were given in my 
" hearing to Colonel Stuart to declare the fame immediately on the parade. 

" I thereupon retired, and immediately returned to the Governor's gar- 
c* (Jens 

(Signed) « CLAUD RUSSELL/* 

Madrafs, 31ft Augaft 177&. 

Sworn to before me, 

(Signed) JOHN TURING, Mayor. 

The Information of Claud Ruffell, Efq. 

" THIS informant faith, that on Sunday the 25th, being at the Mount, 
Major Home, commanding officer there, gave him to perufe an order 
he (the Major) had received that morning, figned George Stratton, 
" Henry Brooke, Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer. Archdale Palmer, 
41 Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, and that the laft paragraph of 
" of the faid Order was in thefe words ; As the lajt refource* in cafe of 
«« an attempt to refcue Lord Pigot> bis life muji anfwer it % and this you will 
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This informant further faith, That the fame Order was, fome days 
afterwards, produced to Sir Edward Hughes, the Commander in Chief of 
his Majefty's lhips in India, in prefcnee of Lord Pigot, the Honorable 
Edward Monckton, Alexander Dalrymple, and this informant. 

• Madrafs, 31ft Aoguft. 

Sworn to before me, 

(Signed) JOHN TURING, Mayor. 

N. B. After it had been fhewn to Lord Pigot, &c. in Sir Edward 
Hughes's prefence, I wrote upon a bit of paper the words to the beft of 
my recollection, and without fhewing this to Mr. Ruflell I defired him tt> 
do the lame, which he did, and on comparing them we agreed •, however 
Lord Pigot infifts that he is very fure the words are— 


<c As your laft refource, in any attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his life 
cc muft anfwer for k, and this you will fignify to him." 


Enclofure in Mr. Dalrymple 9 s Packet. Received over-land jtb of April 1777. 

To the Right Honorable Lord Pigot, Prejident, t£c. Claud Rujfell, Alexander 
Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone, Efqrs. of Council at Fort St. George. 

m 

My Lord and Gentlemen, # 

WE whofe names are underwritten, being of Council, and conftituting 
a Majority hereof, taking into our moft fcrious confideration the proceed- 
ings upon record at the two laft meetings, and more particularly the unex- 
ampled outrage offered to the conftitutioQ, and arbitrary behaviour towards 
two of our Members, by an illegal attempt to fufpend them, in order by 
a trick to gain a Majority, are of opbion that the public fafety i* in dan- 
ger by the conduft of Lord Pigot .and y.ou gentlemen who have fappprte^ 
and by every peribn wibo ihall continue to fupport foch facaftwes, and wr 
ikall hold you therefore refpanfible for all the cctnfepaences that imy ^nfue. 
We, the Majority of thefloard, do xronfider owfc&ves a$ the mty k&l * epre- 
fcntatives of the Honorable Company under this Prefidency, and as fuch 
we have no doubt but all the fervants of the Company will regard us.. 

X For 


ConfciduS of having done our duty to the Company, we remain,. 

Honorable, ] 

Your faithful humble Servants, 


Madrafs, 
z zi September 1776* 


CLAUD RUSSELL^ 
A. DALRYMPLE* 
J. M- STONE. 


♦ 
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Letter from George Stratton, Efquire to the Chairman of the Honorable the 
Eaft-India Company, dated Fort St. George, 21ft September 1776, and 
Poftfcripts of the 25th and 26th of September 1776. Received from 
the Chairman 2d April 1777. 

/ I R, 

B Y the General Letter fent in this fhip, the Grenville, you will be 
informed of the change of Government that has happened at this Pre- 
fidency, which could not poflibly be avoided or delayed, unlefs the Majority 
of the Council would have facrificed the welfare of the Company, together 
with their own perfonal fafety, and the honor of our faithful ally the Nabob, 
to the arbitrary and unjuftifiable attempts of Lord Pigot. In a few words, 
feven Members of the Board, to prevent thefe feveral alarming confe- 
quences, have removed his Lordlhip from the Government, and have fuf- 
pended Meff. Ruflell, Dairy mple, Stone, andLathom, from the fervice for 
fupporting him in thofe illegal meafures. I fhall attempt to give you a 
fummary of our proceedings from December 1775, in hopes that the rec- 
titude of our conduct throughout this affair, efpecially our conflant mode- 
ration, will meet with your approbation, and induce you to give your warmed 
fupport to a meafure that was founded on the intereft of the Company, and 
the honor of the nation in general. I am very much afraid that in the 
courfe of this Letter I muft, in juftification of myfelf, fometimesr appear to 
refleft too feverely upon the private as well as the public charafter of Lord 
Pigot ; my former regard and refpeft for him renders this a very dis- 
agreeable talk, but I muft either point out the fecret motives by which he 
was aftuated, and thereby exculpate myfelf, or elfe, by an improper delicacy 
towards him, I muft injure myfelf, and alfo facrifice the intereft of the 
public. 

The general fatisfa&ion in this Settlement upon his Lord (hip's arrival, and 
the harmony and unanimity that fubfifted at the Board for fome time after- 
wards, muft convince every unprejudiced perfon that we were all fincerely 
rejoiced at his appointment. We even paid fbme compliments to him 
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that we could not juftify to oiir conftituents upon any other grounds than 
byTaying, it was better to give up trifles than to obftruft public bufineft 
by fowing the feed of conftant diffcnfion amongft ourfelves. It appears to 
me that his Lordfliip mifunderftood thefe laudable motives of our con- 
defcenfion for a predetermined paflive obedience to all his di&ates. The 
language he u r ed to us at the Board, his behaviour to the Nabob at the 
Durbar, and the various important affairs he undertook to tranfift withaut 
our knowledge or concurrence, but above all his total negled of public- 
bufinefs, obliged us, however unwilling, to adopt a new mode of behaviour* 
Every Member of the Board mod fmcerely wiflicd to carry the orders of 
the Court of DireAors into execution relative to Tanjore ; but the un- 

m 

accountable delays yrfbout this time not only gave us great reafon to com- 
plain, but the indignity with which he treated us gave us the greateft con- 
cern, as it lowered us in the eyes of the Settlement, he having, often made 
it a pra&ice of fuenmoning the Council at Ten, and while we were waiting 
for him ibme hours, he was amufing himfelf at the gardens. What other 
reafon could he have for thus treating his Council with fo much contempt, 
and delaying bufinefs of the greateft importance, but to Ihew that he did. 
not think their concurrence neceffary to arbitrary meafures, which he had 
determined at all events to purfue, and to the execution of which he was 
refolved not to admit of any oppofition. 

His Lord (hip during three months, from the middle of December to 
March, feldom condefcended to report to the Board the refult of his daily 
conferences with the Nabob on the Tanjore bufinefs (indeed 1 believe none 
of his reports were ever thought of confequence to record). Surprized at 
his fiience on this important fubjeft, I was at length deputed by feveral 
Members of the Council to requeft he would inform the Board what progrefs 
he had made towards carrying the orders of the Company into execution. 
He was apparently difp leafed at being thus publicly called upon, and foon 
after declared, that as he found the Nabob was trifling with him, he was 
determined to leave the Prefidency, and finifh this bufinefs at Tanjore in 
perfon. Such a refolution furprized us, but induced, by the high refpeft wc 

wifh 
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wift to pay to all the orders received from home, and earneftly defirous that* 
tbofe which came by the Grenville fhould be immediately fulfilled, we gave 
our confentj not thinking that any concealed diflike to the Nabob, or any 
confidcration of a private nature, .could influence his Lord (hip's conduit j but 
experience has (hewn that we were miftaken in thefe conje&ures. His Lord- 
Ihip has facrificed the honor of the Company to an erroneous opinion of his 
perfonal authority over the Nabob, to the gratification of his perfonal re- , 
fentment againft him, to an abfurd idea of his being independent of his - 
Council, and to the improvement of his private fortune. 

Before his departure for Tanjore fome debates arofe at the Board relative 
to his military authority when abfent from the Presidency. In this affair 1 
joined with the Majority of the Board in repofing great confidence in his> 
conduct, by conferring upon him a power of commanding the troops in every 
garrifon where he fliould occafionally refide. In adling thus we perhaps- 
deviated from the inftruftions of the Court of Dire&ors, but we were willing. 
to gratify Lord Pigot in every refpeft that might render him fenfible of our- 
confidence, efpecially as we hoped by fuch means to forward thedefigns of 
his journey. When his Lordfhip arrived on the borders of the Tanjore coun- 
try, he wrote to the Nabob, returning him thanks for the attention he had met 
with in the road from all the fervants of his government. This Letter gave* 
us great fatisfaftion, as fuch an appearance of harmony fubfifting between* . 
the Nabob and Lord Pigot (eemed to promife a fpeedy and happy con- 
dufion of this bufinefs. Aim oft the fir ft news of his Lord (hip's proceedings 
came to us from the Nabob, who complained of a troop of European Ca- 
valry being fent to Arialoor, a fort belonging to the Nabob, to feizc on one 
of his fervants, who was in poflfeffion of all his papers and accounts both, 
public and private. We were very much aflonilhed at this violation of our; 
treaty with the Nabob, when Lord Pigot could not be a ftranger to the 2 2 (J f 
paragraph of the Grenville's Letter, wherein the Directors fay, ** That they* 
• c fear it is impracticable to obtain a ftatement of the Nabob's receipts.* 
" and difburfements of the revenues of the Tanjore country \" which im- 
plies, that they did not think themfelves authorized to obtain, them by mili- 
ary 
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tary force. But guefs our aftonifhment, Sir, when we found that his Lord- 
flrip, fo far from apologizing to the Nabob for his conduit, declared, " That 
'* * if the gates of Arialoor, or any other gates in the Payen Gaut fhould be 
** (hut againft the troops of the Company, when they afked admiflion by 
4C bis authority ^ it would be an improper return to the man who bad put 
iC bisHigbnefs inpojfeffion oftbem." 

When his Lordfhip thus arrogated to himfelf the fole merit of our fuc- 

« 

ceffes in the laft war, and upbraided an ally of the crown with perfonal in- 
gratitude to him, no wonder he (hould confider himfelf fuperior to the con- 
trol of his Council and Conftituents,and therefore affume to himfelf unlimited 
powers, which happily, and particularly in this inftarice,the freedom of our 
conftitution denies to any individual. I could repeat many other afts of 
violence committed by his Lordfliip during his expedition to the fouthward, ' 
but as they are mod of them entered on our records, they are a<5ts that need 
no comment. The labour and artifice even of Mr. Dalrymple has been loft 
in attempting to explain them away. When^is Lordfliip returned from 
Tanjorc, the bufinefs being finished, we expefted that all his animofity to 
the Nabob would fubfide ; on the contrary his refentment became per* 
fonal. He feldom mentioned his name in public or in private without add- 
ing fome epithet in the higheft degree illiberal and indecent, and at the 
fame time fpeaking of the Rajah of Tanjore with the mod flattering en- 
\ <:omiums. Although the Majority of the Board were extremely concerned 

to find his Lordfhip influenced by prejudice and partiality, yet, whilft tfie 
eftett of thefe paffions were felt only in words, which could not caufe any 
immediate dangerous confequences, we could do no more than filentjy 
lament his unaccountable indifcretion, and prepared ro guard againft it. In 
2 very fhort time afterwards his adtions called upon us to interpofe, left the 
Nabob might mifiake the party and violent meafures of the Prefident for 
the deliberate a&s of Government, which he muft naturally conclude origi- 
nated in orders fent from the Court of Diredors. 

The firft alarm we received was a Letter from Sir Edward Hughes, in- 
forming us that the Nabob had claimed the protedion of his Majefty's 
* flag, 


( «9 ) 

Bag, in confequence of Lord Pigot's threats to place an European guard at 
the gates of his garden. This .proceeded from a conference his Lord (lip 
had with the Nabob, when he requested, in the mod flattering and toothing 
terms, that he would write him a Letter (a draft of which he preferred to 
him) expreffing the moft perfect approbation of his conduit in all tranf- 
aftions fince his arrival, but particularly at Tanjore. It was impoflible for 
the Nabob to comply with his requeft, for he had repeatedly wrote to Ben- 
gal complaining of the behaviour of Lord Pigot. At this refufal his Lord- 
fhip grew outrageous, and fwore he would immediately place an European 
guard over him. If Lord Pigot was fatisfied with his own behaviour, why 
did he take fuch trouble in obtaining this Letter, by doing of which he was 
confcious of having a&ed improperly ; or on what pretence could he make fuch 
a demand ? This affair was followed by another no lefs inconQftent with 
tkat refped and friendfhip due to the Nabob, confidered as the Soubah of 
the Carnatic and an ally to the Crown. Lord Pigot being informed by a 
Jpy, one of his menial fervants, that the Nabob was fending into the country 
an old woman, one of his own fubjefts, under a guard, with an intention to 
confine her, his Lordftiip ordered a party of Seapoys to march and receive 
the prifoner, which was accordingly done at St. Thome, though they firft 
went into the Nabob's garden, and fo much alarmed the Nabob's fons, that 
they immediately hurried with what people they had to protefl their father, 
whom they thought was to be made a prifoner. In giving this order 
his Lord (hip violated our treaty with the Nabob ; he violated the laws 
of our country, in making ufe of a military force againft a prince not fubjelt 
to our authority * he violated the Orders of the Company, in taking a. ftep 
of fuch importance to their affairs without the concurrence of the Council * 
and he violated the rules of decency and good manners, in fubjefting the Na- 
bob's wives and family to the infult of a fct of men rendered infolent by act- 
ing under his Lordfhip's fan&ion and authority. Unprecedented and im- 
portant as thefe ftcps of his Lordihip's appear to be, he never reported them 
to the Board, nor Ihould we have heard of them, if the Nabob, who expected 
every day to fee people breaking into his private apartments (a di (honor he 

would not furvive) had not on that account applied to Sir Edward Hughes 
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for prote&ion. When Lord Pigot was aiked at the Board to explain the 
motive* of thefe violent proceedings, he did not hefitate to declare, that he 
meant to ftation an European guard over the Nabob, to bring to him 
all Europeans who fhould dare to vifk him. The radon he affigned 
for fending Seapoys after the old woman was equally unjuft, frivolous, and 
abfurd ; to prevent the Nabob, who poflcffcs an uncontrolled power over 
his fubje&s, from fending any perfon whatever out of thefe diftrifts with- 
out his knowledge. Admitting the Nabob was amenable to our laws, which 
no man in his fenfes can fuppofe, what right had his LonHhip* by military 
force, to be guilty of a violence againft the Nabob, that he could not le- 
gally have (hewn againft any fubjeft of Great Britain ? But the privileges of 
Princes and the rights of individuals are held in no eftimation by a perfon of 
his Lord (hip's arbitrary difpofuioft. In the midft of thefe diiputes* whilft 
the mind of the Nabob was under the mofk violent agitation from the 
frequent infults he received, and in confUnt'apprehenfioft of having thcrt> 
repeated, his Lordfhip received news from the Cape of Good Hope and 
Pondicherry that a rupture was expe&cd with France * this intelligence he 
did not think proper to communicate to the Board, in all probability ap- 
prehenfive that we Ihould recommend to him to behave with more modera- 
tion towards the Nabob ; for he mud be fenfible, that if the Nabob ihould 
be diffatisfied towards us, or even be cool in our intereft, during a French 
war, our inevitable deftru&ion muft enfue. I certainly do not pay too great 
a compliment to his difcernmentin laying this } the truth and propriety of 
my opinion muft be obvious to every perfon who is acquainted with our fili- 
ation in this country. When the Majority of the Board found that mild 
remonftrances had no effeft, and when* by an indirect channel, they were in- 
formed of the probability of a war, they thought it th? ir duty to lofe no 
time in attempting to conciliate the mind of the Nabob, And to convince 
him, that all the mortification he had lately fufFered were folely owing to the 
perfonal refentment of Lord Pigot. The Records will (hew, that every 
Member of the Majority moft earneftly wifhed to fupport Lord Pigot in 
all legal meafures, and to regulate their conduit folely by the honor and in- 
tereft 
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tereft of the Company ; no jperfonal pique, ho hopes of perfonal advan- 
tage, had the fmalleft influence in any one meafure we adopted. 1 fhould be 
happy if regard to truth and juftice would allow me to fay as much for his 
Lordfhip; but in the courfe of this Letter I flatter myfelf I (hall prove, that 
perfonal in tereft only has influenced Lord Pigot's conduit, from the inftant 
he propofed returning to India to the prefeht time. If I was as much his 
Lord (hip's enemy as perhaps he deferves, I fhould in this place enter into 
an examination of his former conduft in this country, and attack that great 
reputation for difintereftednefs which he acquired during his former govern- 
ment -, but I fhall let him enjoy it, unlefs he (hall hereafter oblige me to 
fpeak more plainly, and for the prefenc confine myfelf to thofe particulars 
*hich relate to his fate mifconduft. 

When his Lordfliip left this country in the year 1763, the Nabob pro- 
ftiifed to allow him 1 2,000 Pagodas per annum in England for reafons 
beft known to himfelf 1 he continued this money for fome time until the Na- 
bob wrote a Letter excufing himfelf, by reprefenting that his finances would 
not allow him to do it ♦> but when he was informed that Lord Pigot was ex- 
pected to be appointed Governor, or after his Lordfhip' s arrival here, he 
paid into the hands of Meflrs. Stone and Monckon, on his account, bills 
to the value of 125,000 Pagodas, which it is believed greatly exceeds any 
balance due on the fuppofed penfion. His Lordfhip kept pofieflion of this, 
money, until by fome means or other this tranfa&ion had taken air, and he 
was a ppr eh en five that his treatment of the Nabob, after what had patted 
at Tanjore, would bring matters to light, the confequence of which he well 
knew, and led him therefore to make a tender of the money back to the 
Nabob, who refufed taking it. The acceptance of this prefent Lord Pigot 
does not deny - y but he endeavours to exculpate himfelf by declaring, that 
he would not have received any money but theft fums, that were due to him 
previous to the late Aft of Parliament, This evafion I prefame will not 
have much weight with the Company, Vrho cannot admit cf foch nice dik 
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iindions without appearing to give countenance to tranfaftions of very dan- 
gerous tendency. We have not yet mentioned this circumftance* as it has 
■not yet jcome before us; 

In all probability his Lordthip will think that he lias prevented a profe-. 
xution, and fuppreffed every fufpicion of venality, by ofFering to return tlie 
^Nabob's money j it might perhaps extenuate the fault, if he had not, as I 
am informed, received bonds and orders from the Rajah of Tanjore to an 
amazing amount; and that the Rajah's mother had given him two dia- 
monds, the one fiat and fquare, the other thick and of an oval form, 
both of great value. 

'My Lord Pigot^ or his Dubafh, has placed fome of his lo weft dependents 
in the entire government of the Rajah •, as a proof, the leading man, under 
whom the government of this valuable country is placed, isoneOppoo, a 
Conicoply, who had been a clerk in the works here under Colonel Rofs at 
24 Shillings per months and it is known to be a fia£t, that every man of 
confequence or family in the Tanjore country are excluded from the Rajah's 
prefence, and he therefore fees only things through this Oppoo, who was 
placed there by MoodooKiftnah. Under thefe circumftances you cannot be 
fuprizcd if the legal proof cannot by this difpatch be brought forward. 

• 

The orders from the Court of Direftors for the reftoration of the 
Rajah are clear and pofitive, but at the fame time they certainly 
wilhed to have them executed, if poflible, without giving any un- 
tafinefe or difpleafure to the Nabob; this much was due to his ho- 
nor and Jong attachment to us, and even to a regard for our own reputa- 
tion ; for if we could not in fome degree make it appear a voluntary a 61 of 
his own, the country powers muft be aft on i (he d at our apparent ficklenefs* 
in aiding the Nabob to take Tanjore, and immediately afterwards, although 
we aded as allies, and not as principals in the war, to deprive him of a con- 
<queft made by our afiiftance. I mention thi$, not to refledt on the conduct 
of thofe.who gave the orders, but on his Lordfhip who abufed the power 
3 delegated 
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delegated to him to carry them into execution, and wantonly to infult the 
Nabob, even after the Company were in pofleffion of Tanjore. All his 
Lordfhip's tranfa&ions there teftify not only diflike, but the mod violent 
rancour again ft the Nabob, and alfo a ftrong and fudden predilection in fa- 
vour of the Rajah. In the perufal of our proceedings, from the month of 
April to the 23d Auguft, you will obferve the utmolt moderation and for- 
bearance on the part of the Majority ; but Lord Pigot was determined not 
to admit of any oppofition to the two following propofals, which he laid 
before the Board, and on the eftabliftiment of which all his profpe&s de- 
pended : " That we fhould purchafe the crop of grain then growing on the 
Tanjore country ; and that we fhould appoint a Chief and Council or Refi- 
dent to remain continually with the Rajah/' Both thefe propofals Were 
made with fo much art that fome of us thought of acceding to them ; but 
when we confidered that the crop was fown at the Nabob's expenfe ; that 
the country belonged to him by right of conqueft, when thofe lands were 
cultivated ; that he would be greatly diftrefled by the lofs of fo much mo- 
ney, and confequently not able to make good his payment to the Company 
and his other creditors 5 that he had afligncd over the crop to difcharge a 
debt which he had contracted with individuals for the expenfes of the war 
and the improvement of the country, and that the appointment of a Chief and 
Council was repugnant both to the fenfe and fpiritof the Company's orders, 
particularly in the 7th paragraph of their feparate Letter per Grenville : 
Ail thefe confederations (againft which his Lordfliip did not oppofe any 
reafonable argument, and neverthelefs continued deaf to all our remon- 

• 

ftrances) awakened our fufpkions. We began to perceive that there muft 
be fome concealed motives for his inflexible obftinacy, and therefore deter- 
mined to avail ourfelves of being the Majority of the Board to counter- 
aft his interested defigns. So many perfons are acquainted with all money 
transactions in this country, that thofe of a moft private nature generally be- 
come public. Whilft we were at a lofs to account for his Lordfhip's conduft, 
the report arofe that the Rajah had made him large prefents ; this at once 
accounted for all his Lordfhip's behaviour, his diflike to the Nabob, his 
affeltion for the Rajah •, his defigns of taking the grain from the Nabob to 
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fupply the Rajah with money, and his wifli to appoint Mr. Ruflell (attached 
to him by the ftrongeft ties) nominally the Company's Chief, but, as we 
believe, his Lordfhip's Agent to realize the bonds the Rajah had given him, 
when the Rajah ftiould be paid for the grain bought; and as an increafe of 
our fufpicions, it happened much about this time the Rajah applied to us 
for a Lack of Pagodas, which his Lordlhip ftrongly recommended fhould 
be fent to him. 

Whilft thefe affairs were in agitation! and every other bufinefi neglefted, 
Colonel Stuart arrived from England, with the rank of fecond in command 
in the Army : the choice made of this Gentleman by the Court of Diredtors 
to fticceed Sir Robert Fletcher, in preference to any of die Field Officers 
already in India, was a convincing proof of their opinion of his fuperior 
abilities ; this, as well as his rank, entitled him to the command of Tanjorc, 
where it was neccflary to have an Officer of abilities and experience, to give 
the Rajah a favourable opinion of our Government, to convince him of the 
advantages he would derive from his connexion wkh us, but above all, to 
counteract the defigns of the French, who, in cafe of a war, would probably 
make the firft attack againft this place. In our motives for appointing this 
Gentleman, whom we thought equal to this important truft, we confidered 
partly the nature of that private influence, which, from thfe letter and fpirit 
of your inftruftions, we clearly perceived was not to be exerted by any de- 
puty from the Board, under the denomination of a Chief or Refident, to in- 
terfere in the Council or civil government of the Rajah, and bring, on thofe 
evils which experience had (hewn been attended with fuch fatal confequences 
in Bengal, after the revolution brought on there by Lord Give ; but rather, 
by being mafter of his capital with a garrifon, having at its head a man of 
difcretion and prudence* the Company's intereft in eflentials fliould not fuf- 
fer a foreign power to be introduced into that country, important from its 
fituation refpe&ing European powers, to be led by Durbar intrigue, or private 
advifers near the Rajah.— In Ihort, this was the utmoft of our wifh, not to 
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make his fubje&s a prey to European influence in the interior management 
of his country. 

Lord Pigot declared repeatedly both public and private, that Colonel- 
Stuart (hould never b; appointed until Mr, Ruffell was nominated Chief or 
Refident ; this declaration opened our eyes, and at the fame time brought 
our difputes with his Lordfhip to a crifis. The conteft was no longer if 
Mr. Ruffell or Colonel Stuart fhould go to Tanjore, but whether his Lord- 
fhip fhould fubvertthe fyftem of the fervice, andaflumeto himfelf the un- 
controlled authority of Government. We had already paid too many com- 
pliments to his Lordfhip, and too frequently, in doing fo, had tranfgreffed 
the orders of the Company, although we had hitherto been cautious that 
theft affairs fhould not fuffer efientially by our condefcenfion ; but in this - 
cafe, had we not oppofed him with the greateft firmnefs, we itouft fhame* 
Fully have negle&ed our duty to the Company, and given up the reins of 
Govemrfiefit to a man who was in purfuit of enormous wealth for himfelf, . 
and hurrying his Employers to inevitable deftruftion. — As honeft men, as . 
faithful fervants to the Company and the public, no choice was left us. 
When Colonel Stuart's appointment Was agrted to by a Majorhy of the 
Board, and his inftrudtions were laid before us by the Commander in Chief, . 
Lord Pigot tacitly approved, but defired time to confider of them. After 
fbmfc days no notice being taken of them, Sir Robert Fletcher being indif- 
poied, fent others ihore full and complete,— particularly mentioning that 
article of the Company's faftriuftions by the Grenvilie, where it is direfled - 
€C notro interfere in the citfil government of the Rajah." — When the Mo- 
tion for the approval of thefe inftraftions was made, Lord Pigot refufed to 
put the Queftion, and immediately adjourned the Council.— The next day 
his Lordfhip perfifted in his refuial, declaring, at the fame time, that he 
WDuld not fuffer this Queftion to be agitated again. — The inftruftions being .. 
approved by the Majority, and copied fair, were prefented to his Lordfhip 
to be figned, but he pofnively refufed, and adjourned the Council. — The 
next ddy, finding that Lord Pigot was inflexible, and that he would not liften . 
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to our arguments on this fubjedt, we, the Majority, agreed that the Secretary 
fhould fign the inftrudttons by order of Council, and accordingly gave this 
opinion in writing, and at bis Lordfhip' s particular requcft, to which we all 
figned our names ; but Lord Pigot addreffing himfelf to me dire&Iy af- 
ter, in a familiar manner faid, that wejbould indemnify the Secretary, by giv- 
ing him a dire 3 order to fign the Letter to Colonel Stuart, by order of 
Council. The Majority did not fee the neceflity of this, and declared fo; 
but his Lordfhip urging us to do it in the ftrongeft terms, a paper, to the 
fame effett of that which he had before figned, was drawn out with only 
this alteration, " that it direBedtbe Secretary to fign the inftruBions by order 
x% of Council" This paper was read to his Lordfhip, and being foon after 
.wrote fair, I was on the point of figning it at the lower end of the table; 
but his Lordfhip coming in, called upon me to take my feat ; I did fo with 
the fair paper in my hand — he afked me what it was ? I told him it was a 
fair copy of the order be wifhed the Majority to give to the Secretary, 
aid then read it to him, and immediately after figned it; I then gave it 
to Mr. Brooke, who fat on my right hand, who alfo placed his name to it; 
and he was on the point of giving it to Mr. Floyer, who fat next to him, 
when his Lordfhip took it out of Mr. Brooke's hand, and putting it in 
his pocket, produced a charge he had already prepared (I underftand fome 
Jays before) declaring therein that Mr. Brooke and myfelf, " Were guilty 
of an aft fubverfive of the authority of Government, and tending to in- 
troduce anarchy in figning the order to the Secretary to ^/w-inftrudtions to 
Colonel Stuart, which had not being approved and pafled by the Prefident 
and Council ;" — this having been read, he foon after moved that we 
ihould be fufpended the fervice, which was agreed to by Meffieurs Ruflell, 
JDalrymple, and Stone, notwithftanding the Majority, previous thereto, 
propofed an adjournment ; but no (boner did he carry this point but he broke 
up from the Council, though many Members called upon him that they had 
bufinefs to propofe. It is necedary to obferve, that in this fuppofed fuf- 
penfion Lord Pigot voted, though the accufer, and by his carting voice 
.Xucceeded; that he would not fuffer either Mr. Brooke or myfelf to give 
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our voice on the queftion propofed for our fufpenfion. The next morn- 
ing, being the 23d ultimo, Lord Pigot dire&ed the Secretary to fend 
round a fummons for a Council, in which the name of Mr. Brooke and 
myfelf were omitted % therefore Sir Robert Fletcher, Meffieurs Floyer, . 
Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay refufcd to attend, it being no longer a 
Council afting under the Company's commiffion, but an unconstitutional 
fadtion entirely devoted to his Lord (hip. We firft had refource to thofe 
meafures which the Jaw directs to be taken in thefe cafes, by fending a • 
proteft againft all his Lord (hip's proceedings by a Notary Public ; this our 
moderation produced the fufpenfion of Meffieurs Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, > 
and Mackay, and at the fame time, the Town-Major was fent by this Mi- • 
pority of the Council to Sir Robert Fletcher to put him under an arreft for 
a capital crime, and the Town* Adjutant with the general orders to Colonel 1 
Stuart, . appointing him Commander in Chief of the Forces. The Go- 
vernment thus diflblved, Sir Robert Fletcher threatened to be tried by mi- - 
litary law for his life, and for his conduit as a Member of the Board, gave 
every one of us the greateft reafon to be apprehenfive of our perfonal lafety, 
as well as for the fafety of the Settlement in general*, knowing alfo the fecret 
motives by which his Lord flu p was actuated, and convinced that he would • 
make ufe of the power he had aflumed to effedt purpofes highly 
detrimental to the intereft of the Company* we were called upon by 
our duty to ourfelves and our conftituents to exert ourfelves to wreft the 
power from the hands of his Lordihip, and to endeavour to reftore the 
public tranquillity. At this time, when the arreft was intimated to Sir * 
Robert Fletcher, he was in a dying way, unable to raife himfelf from his 
couch; we confidered therefore Colonel Stuart,- in virtue of your powers, , 
as the afting Commander in Chief when this fuppofed arreft took place, , 
and, as the legal Government vefted in the Majority of the Board hy bis Ma- 
jeftfs Charter* we gave him our orders and inftru&ions accordingly. From 
a fenfe of his duty he made no difficulty to obey our orders, and by his 
uncommon addrefs and firmnefs greatly contributed to avert all the evils •; 
impending over this Government, by preparing matters here with fecrecy 
and expedition, and by putting Lord Pigot in arreft under the care of an 
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officer of great prudence and difcretion (commanding at the Mount) 
whom he had feledted and previoufly prepared for that purpofe. To pre- 
vent the poffibility of any difturbance happening by Lord Pigot's refiding 
near the Prefidency, we have repeatedly requefted him to remoTe to one 
of the Subordinates, or to go to Europe ; but he declines accepting of our 
offer, and declares publicly, if he was releafed, or could efcape from his 
confinement, he would immediately cme to the Fort ; and* if he could be 
re-eftablifhed in his government, that he would hang Colonel Stttert, Ce- 
lonel Ectington, and Captain Lyfaught. Such declarations as thefe oblige 
us, however unwilling, ftill to keep his Lordfhip in arreft at the Mount, 
to prevent the efFeft of his defperate madnefs. He is there treated with 
every mark of refpeft, and has his family and friends continually with 
him. If I have omitted any arguments for the necefifcy of putting Lord 
Pigot under arreft, I truft that you will find them fully ftated in the pub- 
lic difpatch, and that you will be convinced, not only of this neceflity, 
but likewife the reafons of ftate which oblige us ftiM to keep a watch over 
him; and which I pri irately fay to you, and in the tttmoft confidence, 
not having as yet communicated the fame to the Council, will oblige us to 
fend him to be judged by you our conftituents ; for I fay to you, that pub- 
lic bufinefs cannot property be carried on while he reoiains in the country; 
and this is not only my opinion, but the opinions of the Nabob and every 
Member of the Board, and we wait on this important point for tire opinion 
x)f the Governor-General and Council. 

Here I beg leave to requeft your attention to the following points. 
Lord Pigot's proclamation at Tanjore, not to give protection or rice to the 
Nabob's people ; and if any perfon gave (belter to any of his fervants, he 
lhould be confide red as criminal.— -His Lordfhip's behaviour to Abran 
Khan, Nizam ul din Khan, Ally din Khan, and other people of confe- 
quence belonging to the Nabob, whom he infulted with fingle guards be- 
: longing to the Company, in the face of 6000 men under their command 
belonging to the Nabob, who had given particular orders on jio account 
to make any refiftance. 
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The .countenance and praie&ion Lord Pigot gave to many fervants bo* 
longing to the Nabob, but Specially to his fon-in-tew Khire ul dm Khan, 
who is- largely indebted to bis Highnefe, and alfo to European flbop- 
keepers,— His Lordfiup invited this diflGpated young man to fly from the 
Nabob* to live in a houfe hired by him in our Black Town, and fur- 
rounded by our Seapoys, to raife a fufpkion that the Nabob intended t<> 
murder him. — All this is contrary to a former agreement between tfab 
Government and the Nabob, who makes it a point to apprehend and return 
every dejerter or fugitive from this place ; and unlefs we had his friendlhip 
on this occa£oa, we migjht everexpeft goeat deiertioa among the European 
foldiers.— Befides^ flaould not this agreement be binding on our part, every 
Amukiar or renter under the Nabob, who had the means but not the in- 
clination to pay their arrears, would, by this encouragement, declaredly 
given by this Government, fly to us for prote6Uon go avoid paying their 
demand. 

His Lordihip mif-reprefenting the fentiments of the Rajah of Tanjore, 
and alfo the ftate of the magazines in that garrifon to the Board; and his 
Lordihip privately altering the Company's records— Thefe and many other 
fads you will find proved in our Minutes of Consultation, which muft fet 
forth his conduit to you in a proper light. And here I muft beg leave to 
obferveas a proof, that we had in view your intereft and the national honor 
refpe&ing Lord Pigot's conduct at Tanjore, as well as with refpedt to the 
Nabob. The fortunate concurrence of ideas of the Governor-General and 
Council upon thefe points, appear clearly by the lingular unanimity of thefe 
gentlemen in the Letter and Refolutions which go numbered in the Packet. 

This circumftance in particular has afforded matter of great fatisfaftion to 
me ; becaufe, in the fituatbn in which the State has placed that Supreme 
Council, I fliall think it my duty to concur with them, and to meet their 
Ideas, when it is not repugnant to the Company's orders and inftru&ions. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you a fummary of what has pafled on this occa- 
fion, and the various caufes which gave rife to this change in the Govern- 
ment; 
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tnent, very improperly called by fome a Revolution. I flatter myfelf 
every unprejudiced perfon will approve of what has been done. On re- 
fle&ion on what has pafied, I confefs we were to blame not to have afted 
at firft with more fpirit, when we perceived the leading principles of Lord 
Pigot's conduct : we allowed him to diftate fo long, that the evil became 
inveterate, and the remedy to be effectual malt necefiarily be beyond the 
common rules. 

His Lordihip's friends, taking advantage of the remembrance of his 
former fervices, doubtlefs will attempt to injure us in the opinion of our 
conftitucnts, and endeavour to influence their judgment; but I flatter my- 
felf an inflnuation only, unfupported by proof, will have no efleft. If I had 
the fame cupidity for money and fuch boundlefs ambition as Lord Pigot, 
my fortune, acquired by a fervice of upVards of twenty-five years, might 
have been greatly increafed, and, inftead of my prefent competency, I fhould 
have made, like his Lordfhip, half a million fterling. 

I make no doubt but his Lordfhip will accufe us of partiality to the 
Nabob. Do our proceedings fhew any thing like it ? Have we ever given 
up any one point to him contrary to the Orders of the Company, or even 
paid any compliments to him but thofe due to his rank ? Had we a&ed 
otherwife we fhould have failed in our duty ; but in particular fhould we 
not now in good policy, when the Fortrefs of Tanjore is garrifoned by the 
Company's troops, when all caufe of temptation for independence on his 
part is removed, when we ought to reconcile him by little and litde to his 
prefent fituation, now the ftrength of Britain is employed at fuch a diftance 
as to deprive us of immediate fupport from thence ; ought we not, I fay, 
on all thefe accounts, to treat the Nabob of the Carnatic with every degree 
of refpedt, regard, and attention, particularly when fo ordered by Letters 
and Inftruftions from home ? Good policy as well as humanity di&ate 
fuch a conduit to us. 

5 . 

I pre- 
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I prefume that Lord Pigot will impute the part which I have taken ta 
defire of being in the Chair : if this confideration could have had any 
weight with me, I fhould have afted otherwife j for I am convinced, had 
I attached myfelf to Lord Pigot, and affifted him in realizing his Tanjore 
bonds, that he would have returned to England in the Grenville. It is a 
fadl that I had no idea of remaining to fucceed to the Government i 
which is well known to many in the Settlement, having fent home my for* 
tune, and was determined to leave India on the Greenwich. My attornies 
Meflicures Pigou and Fitzhugh will teftify the truth of this. 

Upon the whole, Sir, the Board as well as myfelf have found it almoft next 
to impoflible to bring the complicated, irregular, unconditional, and vio- 
lent condudt of Lord Pigot under any one, two, or three heads of charges; 
I muft therefore beg, that you and the gentlemen will view it in the general* 
line. We wifh molt fincerely to have digefted the Hiftory of his Govern- 
ment, and brought it under fome fpecific charge, to be publickly known- 
to him as well as to his Employers •, doubt whether this will be in our 
power before the fhip fails. One thing is clear ; we all agree that he ha* 
abufed the power vefted in him, as a Governor and Servant of the Com- 
pany ; and that he has not only juftly forfeited that ftation, but likewife 
from the defpair and madnefs of the man, and the poflibility of his at- 
tempting at all rilks, by under-hand practices or violence, to recover hism/-. 
litary fttuation in this garrifon. We have not a doubt, but you will approve, 
of our conduft in diftinguifliing his cafe from that, of the fufpended Coun- 
cilors ; and that we ihalL be justified in. the eyes of our Employers for 
putting a reftraint on. his perfon, until we can concert the proper meafures 
to difpofe of him elfewhere ; upon this we (hall confult with the Governors- 
General and Council in Bengal, 

The hurry of difpatchifrg this (hip, of writing to Bengal, tranfafting the 
current bufinefs, and counteracting his Lordfhip's fecret machinations to, 
caufe confufion in the Settlement, muft apologize for every inaccuracy 
you will meet with in this Letter j the fads contained in it you will find, 
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5n our records j they are told in the fimple language of truth, unadorned 
with the graces of compofition ; but I flatter myfelf they, will not be lefs 
attended to on that account. 

As Sir Edward Hughes intends fending the Swallow to Suez on the 
30th inftant^ you will receive a duplicate of this letter by that conveyance, as 
well as of our public difpatches, which will be intruded to the care of Colonel 
Capper, who having had the Board's pcrmiffion to go home on family 
affairs, voluntarily offered his fervices to the Council on this important oc- 
cafion. He is a gentleman of the greateft worth, and well acquainted with 
every concurrence* I muft therefore take the liberty of not only recom* 
mending him to you in the ftrongeft manner, but at the fame time to re- 
queft you will apply to him for any information you may require refpeft* 
ing the nnjuftifiable conduit of Lord Pi got, not mentioned in the public 
advices or in this letter. As I found it neceffary that a gentleman fliould 
accompany Colonel Capper in cafe of ficknefs or death, I defired he would 
-afk one to accompany him for this purpofe, and he accordingly requeiled 
this favour of Mr, Dighton, a young fellow of worth, who lhewed the 
greateft readinefs on this occafion, though it was attended with much incon- 
veniency to himfelf % and understanding that it was the wife of every 
Member of the Council, as well as the intention of Lord Pigot and 
thofe we fufpended, to recommend him to the Directors, I could not ir\ 
this cafe hefuate a moment in propoGng to do this in a public letter, and 
you will oblige me in getting him nominated a Faftor in the fervice. The 
Nabob and Commodore's advices are alfo intruded to the care of Colonel 
Capper with the fame injunctions, that in cafe of ficknels or death they 
fliould be given to Mr. Dighton, 

This letter I have intruded to the care of Mr* Bryan Scottney, who 
goes in the Grenville, a gentleman whom I have long known and have 
the greateft regard for \ any fervice therefore that you can with propriety 
reader him I ihould efteem it a fingular favour* 

I have 
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I have only to add my fincere affurances, that I fhall always make a 
point in paying every attention to the orders of my Employers, and that 
nothing (hall be wanting on my part to promote their iritereft and welfare. 

I have the honor to remain, 

Sir, 



Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

Fort St George, 
ttift September 1776. 

GEO. STRATTONv 
John Roberts, Efquire* 


Fort St. George, 25th September 17^6. 
S I R, 

SINCE doling our difpatches, I underftand that the Nabtb ha* 
received information with refpeft to the depofuion of Mr. Randall* 
proving that he was encouraged by Lord Pigot's friends as well as him* 
felf to make this depofuion, and had money given him for this purpofe* 
this information, I underftand, is given upon oath to the Nabob, by a 
perfon who was in Mr. Randall's company when the above circumftancei 
came to his knowledge. If I can procure a copy of this information be- 
fore the Ihip fails, I (hall fend it enclofed in this letter. 

I cannot conclude without giving you every affurance, that I (hall always 

conduct myfelf in fuch a manner as to promote the Company's intereft* 

and punctually to follow their orders \ having the honor to remain with 

refpeft, 

Sir, 

Your mod obedient hnmble fervant, 

GEO. STRATTON* 

S I R> 
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SINCE clofwg the public letter, dated yefterday, we have received 
a letter addreffed to the Board from Mr. Charles Wefton, accompanying 
a declaration with refpeft to the deposition of Mr. Randall, copies of 
both which I have the honor to enclofc to you herewith, as it will (hew 
you the bad intention of Randall irv introducing the circumftances of the 
vifit he paid to Comera. I have reafon to believe that Randall, fore* 
feeing the confequence of a law profecution here, he will by fome means 
or other get home in the Grenville, or fome other fhip 5 but if my infor- 
mation be true, the infamy of his character is well known in England. 

I am, &c* 

*7& September 1776.. 

G, Si. ' 
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Letter from Henry Brooke, Efqutre* 

5V John Roberts, Efq. or the Chairman for the time being, for ihe Affairs of the 
Eajt-India Company, London. Dated Fort St. George, 2d Qltober, 1776; 
received the 2d April, 1777. 

S I R f 

The multiplicity of buGnefs when the <3renville was dif patched, prevented 
me at that time from being as full on fome parts of our Prcfident's conduct 
as I could wifh. 

Mr. Floyer having given his vote contrary to the President's opinion, 
regarding the alignments on the Tanjore country, he turned to him and 
faid, " I fee you have given your vote again ft me, but let me tell you* 
" Sir, that any man who (hall dare to give his voice againft me at this Board, 
" I fhall look upon him as my declared Enemy-, and in cafe any place of truft 
u or emolument in the fervice fhall become vacant, he fhall never be ap- 
" pointed thereto, if that appointment fhall reft with me," or words to 
that effedt Thefe were taken down by the Prefldent's order on a (Separate 
piece of paper by the Secretary 5 but the Board, out of a defire to purfue 
moderate meafures, did not infilt upon their being entered on our records, 
In the hope that the Prefident would fee into the miftaken ideas of his 
powers; but inftead of changing his conduit, he has perfevered in the fame 
fen ti meats-, I think myfelf therefore at liberty to mention this circumftance 
to you. 

The Prefident has not fcrupled on all occafions to aflert, that we are 
bis Council* thereby arrogantly putting himfclf in the place of the Company, 
and affuming to himfelt all their powers. 

It is proper to inform you, that many obftru&ions were thrown in the 
way by the Prefident to prevent the. Company's orders regarding the 
Committee of Circuit from being carried into execution ; and for that 
purpofe he fuddenly propoied, that the Chief and Council fhould be fent 
to Tanjore, declaring that the Board muft determine thereon immediately. 
Several Members obje&ed to this manner of proceeding, obferving, that 
the fubjeft was new and important, and that they could 'not give an opinion 
unlefs time was allowed them to confider it. The Rajah's fears and 
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alarms were frequently mentioned by the Prefident, and Mr. Ruflell pro* 
pofed to proceed thither to quell them.— The Board knew of none, and 
Called upon the Prefident to explain them, but he could not* and from a 
letter lately received from the Rajah,, it appears he never had any, unlefs 
fuch as the Prefident himfelf might have railed by the aforefaid propofal > 
to which it was objetted, that as it was the Company's orders, that there 
fhould not be any interference in the Rajah's Government, the Board could 
not give their con fen c-, efpecially as Mr. RufTeil was named by the Com- 
pany to be a Member of the Committee of Circuit, and fhould therefore 
proceed on that fervice before any other. 

I will not infift on the importance of fending Colonel Stuart to Tanjore* 
though the Prefident has not, nor cannot give any public reafon why he 
fhould not go to that great charge ; the matter of more importance was 
the doflrinej which he held at the Board *— That no queftion could or 
fhould be put, that was not put by himfelf, nor would he put any 
that was not to his approbation •, and that no refolution could be carried 
into effedt that was not alfo approved by him. This was linking at 
the very foundation of the Company's fafety, and rights of the Council, 
which, if admitted, could not be recalled by us •, the virtue and ufe of the 
Council would have been annihilated, and the whole powers of Government 
grafped within the hands of the Prefident : It was not therefore the matter 
of importance, whether this or that man went to Tanjore, but when the 
Company's interefts and rights of the Council are publicly difcufled at the 
Board, it is of the greateft import, that they be maintained according to the 
rulea and conftitution of the Service. — I will beg leave to add, that this 
matter had been deliberated upon for many days, and every thing that 
patience and reafon could fuggeft was urged to convince him of his error, 
but in vain. The Company's (landing orders were read, wherein they fay, 
the refolution of the majority (hall be binding and conclufive, and the dif- 
fenters (hall conform thereto, but (hall not be blamed for the confequence. 
Mr. Vanfittart's Narrative was read, and the ufage of the Service from 
immemorial time in all the Prefidencies explained ; and laftly, the Aft of* 
Parliament of feventy-f our was produced. To thefe no good arguments 
were oppofed.— For befides the other pafTages that I have quoted, is it. 
poffible to conceive, that t c Court of Directors fhould mean to invert their 
inferior Presidents with a power, which their Governor-General, the perfoa 
of higheft ftation and authority in India, was not poffefled of? 

It is neceflary that I fhould explain fully what paft at the Board on the 
22d of Auguft* as the Council was adjourned to that day, for the purpofe 

of 
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of taking into their confederation the inftruftions to Colonel Stuart The 

Prefident, having before refufed to put the queftion for approving them, 
was that day called upon again to put it, which he obftinately refufed to 
do, or to fuffer it to be put. The Majority then having approved the in- 
ftru&ions, judged proper to direft the Secretary to forward them to Colonel 
Stuart, by order of Council, as the only moderate expedient left; but this alfo 
he would not allow to be done, aflerting a right, as Prefident of the Council, 
to put a negative on any refolution of the Majority which he did' not ap- 
prove: neverthelefs a paper was drawn out, directed to the Secretary, and 
figned by fix Members to the above effedt ; but the Prefident having ex- 
cepted to the words, we think our/elves authorized to dirett y &c. it was agreed 
by the Majority to alter them, and infert in their room, we direft the Secretary^ 
&c. This alteration was made not only with the concurrence of the Prefi- 
dent, but at his fpecial defire. While this paper was writing fair, the Pre- 
fident retired with fome of his afibciatcs into his own apartment, where he 
flayed for fome time, and then returning to the table, the Members took 
their feats according to form. The paper fo altered being then read to the 
Prefident, no one excepted thereto. Mr. Stratton being the fenior Member 
figned it firft, and gave it to me; I figned it alio, ana was handing ic to 
Mr. Floyer to fign, when the Prefident raifing himfelf in his chair acrofs the 
corner of the table, fnatched it fuddenly out of my hand, put it into his poc- 
ket, and inftantly drew therefrom a written charge again ft Mr. Stratton and 
myfelf, for attempting by that order to lubvert the Government. It was in 
vain that the other four Members declared their refolution to fign it alfo, 
and that they demanded it for that purpofe ; he refufed it, and confined the 
charge to us two only, for had he admitted the others, it would have be* 
come of no effeft, becaufe we fhould then have been a majority. He called 
for the votes upon the queftion, refilling to admit Mr. Stratton's and mine, 
as being the party accufed. There then would have remained four againft 
the fufpenfion, and on the other fide three, excluding the Prefident as the 
accufer, which was urged on the fame principle that he excluded the ac- 
cused ; but he infilled ic was different, and, by virtue of his catling voice, 
pronounced that we were fufpended. The manner in which this bufinefs 
was hurried through, and the facility with which his aflbciates joined him, 
is difficult for me to defcribe; but to all unprejudiced minds it muft at once 
convey this idea, that it was a preconcerted fcheme to gain a majority at all 
events. On his requiring the Members to vote, thofe of the majority 
moved for an adjournment, but he would not allow it; and after the votes 
were colle&ed, they moved for fetting, but he haftily broke up the Council 
and retired. Mr. Stratton and myfelf entered our protefts at the table, but 
the Prefident afterwards (truck them out of the records with his own hand, 
as the Secretary informs me. 

Either 
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Either the Majority is the Government, or it is not; if it is not, why 
are the afore-mentioned paflagcs given to mifguide us ? but if the Majority 
is the Government, it furely muft mean a power to execute their own re* 
folves, or it muft mean nothing ; for of .what ufe is a refolution without a 
power to execute it? If exceptions fhould be made to the mode of execu- 
tion, in refpedl to the arreft of the Governor's perfon, let it be confidered 
what other mode was left for us to take : There was only this alternative, 
to refign the interefts of the Company, and the rights they had repofed in 
us, to the will and power of one man -, for by the fame means, and on the 
fame principles, that he attempted to fufpend us, he might by degrees have 
fufpended the few that adhered to him. Could we make this refignation 
without betraying our truft ? -Or could we allow it to be taken from us by 
an ad ion compofed of trick and violence* without juftly incurring the repu- 
tation of want of firmnefs to do our duty, and making ourfelves refponfible 
for the evils that might enfue ? I think we could not.— And the tranquillity 
that now prevails (hews, that as it was in our opinion the Jaft, fo perhaps it 
was the fafeft and beft expedient we could have adopted \ for what grounds 
had we to believe, that mifchiefs would not have happened from the con* 
duft of the man who could not be rcftrained by the orders of the Com- 
pany, the Conftitution of the Service, and the A6t of Parliament ? 

I am, SIR, 

Very refpe&fully, 
Fort St. George, 
2d O&ober, 1 776. Your moll obedient and moft humble fcrvant, 

HENRY BROOKE. 

By his Majefty's (hip Swallow, via Suez. 

Letter from Mr. Monro to the Majority of the Council, dated 23d Septem- 
ber, 477.6. — Received over- land 7th April, 1777. 

Jo George Stratton, Efquire* Sir Robert Fletcher* Henry Brooke^ Charles Floyer % 
Jrcbdak Palmer* Francis % jourdan % and George Mackay* Efquires. 

GENTLEM EN, 

You have at laft thought proper to fend (two hours before the time 
Jixed by you for the doling of the Grenville's packet) your proceedings 
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relative to my fufpenfion, although applied for by me by letter on the j 6th 
Inftant. Was I not to inform you, that I have already acquainted our Ho- 
nourable M afters of your tardinefs in fending them, I fhould think myfelf 
deficient in point of candour. 

The fhortnefs of the time does not permit me now to make any remarks 
on your proceedings in regard to me, I refervc this to a future opportunity, 
in cafe I fhould think it expedient j in the mean time, I refer my caufe to 
your Honourable Matters and mine, who will judge between us, whofe con- 
duct, in regard to the (tile of the addrefs claimed by you, for theGcntlemen 
whom you have found it expedient to enaft and proclaim PreGdent of 
your Council and Governor of Fort Saint George : and now, gentlemen, 
for this time I take my leave of you, not doubting but the juftice of our 
Honourable Matters will extend to you and to your 

Humble Servant. 
Fort St. George, (A true copy) 

23d Sept. 1776. R. D. MONRO. 


Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob to Governor 5tratton, dated and re- 
ceived 1 8th September, 1776.— Received over-land by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 

The Commodore (hewed me a paper this rtiorning, containing a very ex- 
' traordinary matter relative to my Son Ameer ul Omrah Behauder. For xhe 
vindication of the honour of my family, which has always beeii famed for 
mildnefs, and averfion to the {bedding of blood, and in compliance with 
the earneft entreaty of my Son, I requeft that you will caufe Mr. Randall 
to be confined, and that you will go into a thorough examination of this 
bufinefs 5 if you do nor, he will. run away, and my Son will lay under 
ground lefs fufpicions, which may not eafily be removed. It is not neccfiary 
for me in this letter to inform you of the villainy of Mr. Randall; it will 
be fufficiently evident to you when he appears before you. It is never- 
thelefs proper for me to (hew there is caufe, from other criminal behaviour, 
for his being imprifoned, that thereby there may be an opportunity of 
proving his guilt, he (Mr. Randall) havingforged letters from Lord North, 
and Mr. Robinfon, Secretary of Lord North, containing the worft def^ns, 
in prder to impofe upon me* he likewife forged paragraphs of letters from 
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Sir Elijah Impey, and often declared to my Son, if he would give htm money 
he would do any thing in England for him f whether good or bad, all which 
will be fully Ihewn. My Son few from fuch behaviour of Mr. Randall, 
that he was a bad man, and therefore determined not to (hew him any favour, 
which Mr. Randall obferving was very angry, and fpoke to my Son in a very 
unbecoming manner. Abdul Rufheed Cawn, my Dewan, upon this account 
told Mr. Randall four days ago, in the prcfcnce of Major Alexander and 
Mr. Mcllew, that he was difmified from my fervice; upon which he went 
two days afterwards with the mod malignant intentions, and made a falfe 
declaration before the Mayor's Court : all this will be made fully to appear 
upon examination. With rcfpeft to the life of Lord Pigot, I truft in God 
it will not be my ill fortune that he fhould die in this country 5 1 have hopes 
that by his living to go to England to have his condu& examined into by 
the King and Parliament, and the Company, I fliall be enabled to obtain 
publick juftice for the wrongs he has done me. — What can I fay more? 


(A. true copy) 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


Letter from George Stratton, Eftj. to the Nabob, dated Fort St, George,. 

22d September, 1777. 

Received over-land by Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1 777. 

To his Highnefs Navaub Walau Jau, Umeer ul Hind, Omdat ul Mulk^ 
Anfuph ul Dowlah, Anwar ul dien Khan Behauder, Zuphur Jung, Sepoy 
Saulaur, Soubahdar of the Carnatick Payen Ghaut. 

May it pleafe your Highnefs, 

I have had the honour to receive yourHighneflcs letter, dated the 18th and* 
22d Inftant. The affidavits you have forwarded, as well as the circumftan- 
ees, render the aflertions of Mr. Randall not to be believed. I have the 
plrafureto acquaint your Highnefs,. that the Council all join with me in 
opinion, that your Son Ameer ul Omrah is incapable of fuch a defign. The 
conduit of Mr. Randall is undoubtedly bafe, but it is not in my power to 
give your Highnefs the fatisfa£tion you require, by putting that man under 
confinement; all that our laws will, authorize, in cafes of this kind, is a pro* 
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fccution for defamation, and recovery of damages; and in cafe of the parties 
not finding bail, he will be confined. 

I have the honour to be, 

With profound refpeft, 
May it pleafe your Highnefs, 
Your Highncfles raoft iincere, moft obedient, 

And moft humble fervant, 
Fort St. George, 
September aad. 1776, GEORGE STRATTONy 

(A true Copy) 

R. J. SULI VAN, Secretary. 

Tranflate of a Letter from the Nabob to Governor Stratton, dated and 

received 2 ad September, 1776. 

Received over-land by Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 

In order to (hew you and all the world the villainy of Mr. Randall,and his 
malignant intention of defaming my family, I fend you enclofed the 
affidavits of fome European gentlemen, together with the affidavits of 
others fworn to before the Mayor. I entreat to know what juftice and 
fatisfaftion you can give me and my family upon this occafion? I beg you 
will write to me foon. I could fend you abundance of other atteftations to 
the wickednefi and villainy of Mr. Randall. — What can I fay more ? 

(A true Copy) 

R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 

Depofuion 
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Depofition of Muttee Kiftnah. 

Received over-land by Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777- 

Muttee Kiftnah, Inhabitant of Sad/afs, now ferving his Highnefs the 

Nabob of the Carnatick, depofeth and faith. 

That about fix weeks ago, Matter Randall came to him in the office, and 
having taken him afide, faid, that he had received a letter from Lord North, 
and requeftcd him to communicate the fame to the Nabob Ameer ul Omrah 
Behadar. This deponent delivered Mr. Randall's mefiage to his m after; 
his Excellency ordered that Mr. Randall (hould be brought into his pre- 
fence; Mr. Randall being admitted, the Nabob gave orders to this depo- 
Jient to ftand at a diftancc, law Mr. Randall reading a letter to the Nabob, 
he was not near enough to hear the contents, but he could perceive that 
the Nabob fmiled; after which Mr. Randall returned from the Nabob, 
ieemingly much pleafed. 

A few days after, Mr. Randall came again to acquaint the Nabob, that 
he had received a letter from Mr. Robinfon; he was again admitted to 
the Nabob's preience, and having, in the fight of this deponent, as before, 
read a letter, he returned well fatisfied. 

Some days .after this, Mr. Randall informed this deponent, that he had in 
his poffeflion a letter from Sir Elijah Impey, directed to the Nabob Ameer 
ul .Omrah, and (Inking his hand upon the outfide of his pocket, as an indi- 
cation pf the letter being there. 

He dedared, that if the Nabob would give him a £um of money, he wowld 
deliver the letter, but upon no other terms; this deponent not crediting 
Mr Randall's affertion, did not at that xime deliver the kttcr to his 
Excellency. 

About a week ago, Mr. Randall came in the evening, and declared to 
t his deponent, that if the Nabob Ameer ul Omrah Behaudar did not imme- 
diately give him money, he would ruin his jeputation and character both 
•«ii England and in the Carnatick. 

This 
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This deponent acquainted the Nabob with what Mr. Randall had threat- 
ened; to which the Nabob replied, I am not to be intimidated, he may aft 
aa he pleafcs. 

MUTTEE KISTNAH. 

Sworn to before me, this 20th September, 1775, 

JOHN TURING, 


Mayor of Madrafs. 


(A true copy) 

R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 


Depofition of Alavel Cawn. 

Received over-land by Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 

Alavel Cawn, Seapoy in the fervice of his Highnefs the Nabob of the 
Carnatick, depofeth and faith, that on Monday the 16th of September, 
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, he being then on duty, as centry, at 
the garden gate, faw Dervafh Mahomed, commandant, convcrGng with 
Mr. Randall, late in his Highnefs's fervice, in the garden of the N abob, 
Ameer ul Omrah Bahauder. 

Sworn to, this 20th September, 1776, The mark + of Alavel Cawn. 

before me, 

c JOHH TURING, 

Mayor of Madrafs. 
•'>■.« • : r (A true copy) 

R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary; 
F f Depofition 
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Depo&tioa of Dcrvafti Mahomed. 

0- 

Received over- land by Lieutenant- Colonel Capper, 30th March r tyyy. 

Dervafh Mahomed, commandant), tnakech oath and faith, that on Mon- 
day the 1 6th of September, about eleven o'clock in the forenoon, he, the 
faid Dervafh Mahomed, was going towards the office to fpeak with Muttee 
KiftnahyDubalh to his Excellency Ameer ul Omrah Bahauder; near the office 
he met Mr. Randall, who taking him familiarly by the hand, enquired after 
his health, and leading this deponent to another part of the garden, ad- 
dreffed him in the following terms; I have fomething to lay to you, which 
you muft fwear to keep fecret; very much furprifed at fuch a requeft, this 
deponent replied, how can I make fuch a promife, before I know on what 
fubjedfc you are going to fpeak? Mr. Randall more than once repeated his 
former requeft, but finding this deponent inflexible, he at length faid, if 
you will come with me into the fort, and confirm by oath whatever I fhall 
fay, you fhall be handfomely rewarded ; this deponent returned for anfwer, 
that he would not accept of any thing, nor would he fwear to any thing 
that he was not perfe&ly acquainted with; to which Mr. Randall, feeming- 
ly iii great confufion replied* if you will not go with me to the fort, you 
muft at leaft keep this converfation an inviolable fecret. This deponent 
imagining it to be fome affair in which Mr. Randall only was concerned* 
never mentioned a word of the matter, until he heard from publick report, 
that the faid Mr. Randall had accufed his Excellency Ameer ul Omrah 
Bahauder of an intention to aflaflinate Lord Pigot; he then, as in duty 
bound, repeated to his Excellency the above related converfation, which 
palled on the 16th inftant between him and Mr. Randall. This converfa- 
tion paAed in the Englifti language, with which this deponent is but im* 
perfectly acquainted as yet; he can fafely declare, that words to this effedk 
patted between him and Mr. Randall, on the day time, and place aforefaid; 
and this deponent is ready to fatisfy by oath all and every part of this de- 
pofition, according to the forms prefcribecLby his religiQi), anc( the cuftoms 
of his country. 

Sworn to this 20th September, 1 776, 

The Mark t*» of Dervafh Mahomed 
before me, 

JOHN TURING, 

Mayor of Madrafs. 

R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary* 


( "5 ) 
Deposition of Shaick Imam. 

Received over-land by Lieu e riant- Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777/ ] 

Shaick Imam, Jemedar in the fervic^ofhis Highnefs the Nabob of Car- 
natick, depofeth and faith, that on Monday the 16th of September, about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, he law Dervafh Mahomed, Commandant, 
converfing with Mr. Randall, late in his Highnefs's fervice, in the garden of 
the Nabob Ameer ul Omrah Behauder. 


The Mark f of Shaick Imam, 


Sworn to, this 20th September, 1776, 

before me, 
JOHN TURING, 

Mayor of Mad rate. 

(A true copy) 

R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 
Depofitton of Selyman Cawn, 
Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 

* 

Selyman Cawn, Seapoy in the fervice of his Highnefs the Nabob of the 
Carnatic, depofeth and faith, that on Monday the 16th of September, about 
eleven o'clock in the forenoon, he being then on duty, as centry, at the gar- 
den gate, faw Dervaih Mahomed, Commandant, converfing with Mr. Ran- 
dall, late in his Highnefs's fervice, in the garden of the Nabob A rr.ee r ul 
Omrah Bahauder. m 

Sworn to, this 20th September, 1 776, 

before me, The mark f of Selyman Cawn. 

JOHN TURING, 

Mayor of Madrafs. 

(A true copy) 

R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 

DepoTition 
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Depofition of Henry Norris, 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 

I Henry Norris, Fa&or, in the Honourable Eaft-India Company's fer- 
vice, do make oath and fwear, that on or about the hour of nine or ten in 
the forenoon of Saturday the 14th Day of September, as I was paffing 
through the Nabob's garden, I heard Mr. Randall call out to Ameer ul 
Omrah Behauder, on which the faid Ameer ul Omrah (topped his carriage* 
Mr. Randall then afked the faid Ameer ul Omrah, in a ftrong tone of voice, 
if his bufinefs was fettled, or if he was to be put off any longer, or words to 
that effedt; on which the faid Ameer ul Omrah replied, go Sir, I will have 
nothing to do with you bufinfs, apply to Abdul Rafheed Cawn, the 
Nabob's Dewan, or words to that purport; on this Mr. Randall retorted 
in a paflionate tone of voice, and ufing violent geftures, if my bufinefs is 
not fettled (to-night, Irauft fettle it myfelf; from which I concluded, in my 
.own mind, that he was refolved on fome extraordinary aft, and that he 
meant to intimidate the faid Nabob Ameer ul Omrah, and I could not help 
obferving to the faid Ameer ul Omrah, that he the faid Mr. Randall ap- 
peared reduced to defpair. 


£NRY NORRIS. 

Sworn to, this 21ft September, 1776, 

before me, 
JOHN TURING, 
Mayor of Madrafs. 

(A true copy) 

R, J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 

Depofition 
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talent at mifchievous fi&ion, than the bafenefs of his principles. The pur* 
port of Sir Robert's declaration is, that fome time after they had been on 
board of the Salifbury, Mr. Randall addrefled him a letter, in which he 
fet forth, that notwithftanding appearances, he was ftnt out and employed 
by high authority at home, to execute iecret fervices at the different Prefi- 
dencies ; and he added, that he could be of great fervice to Sir Robert, if he 
would then engage him in his intereft. Sir Robert obferves further, that he 
mentioned the receipt of this letter to a Mr. Bird, Surgeon of the Salifbury, 
who remembers that Sir Robert expreffed his aftonifhment at the contents 
of it, and wifhed to know his opinion of the man. Mr. Bird's letter to Sic 
Robert on this fubjeft is a number in the Packet. 

1 8. But what appears to us to fet the falfity and villainy of Mr. Ran- 
dalPs information againft Ameer ul Omrah in the cleared point of view 
is the affidavit itfelf, by which he would make it appear, that he was pof- 
feffed of the fecret of a defign againft Lord Pigot's life, and yet concealed 
the intention for more than eight months ; nor did he ever communicate 
the defign till he was difmiffed the fervice of the Nabob, and 'till his Lord- 
fhip was out of reach of all danger. He fwears exprtfsly, that Ameer ul 
Omrah told him, " That he had or would engage one Comrah, a Dubafh, 
4< to kill the faid Lord Pigot, by caufing poifon to be put in his food ;" 
and yet, notwithftanding this pretended knowledge of a felonious defign to 
poifon Lord Pigot, he concealed that knowledge from his Lbrdfhip •, fo that 
by the fame oath with which he would eftablifh the belief of the felonious 
defign to take away the life of his Lordfhip, he proves himfelf guilty of 
mifprifion of a felonious intention, by not difcovering it immediately fb 
as to endeavour to prevent it. In another part of his affidavit he fays, that 
from a converfation which pafied between him and Comrah, he is con- 
vinced that Comrah was privy to the defign of poifoning his Lordfhip •, and 
yet Mr. Randall made then nodifcovery. 

19. We would not dwell fo long on this fubjedt, did we not feel fo 
fcnfibly in our own breads the perfect atrocioufnefs of an attempt to fix 
at this time, without evidence, fo unmerited, and fo heinous a charge, upon 
any of the Nabob's family, a family diftingui/hed amongfi the princes of India 
for an abhorrence of fuchwickednefs. if it were even admitted, contrary to 

truth, and the experience on which that truth is founded, that fuch an in- 
human intention could ever pofTcfs the mind of the Nabob's fonv is there 
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a perron the leaft verfcd in the cuftoms and manners of this country, who 
can imagine, that the execution of fuch a work would be trufted to an 
European? or that the defign would be communicated ancl the execution 
delayed for nine months ? or that an European, with whom fuch a iecret 
was lodged, would be difmifled with difgrace, fo as to provoke him to dif- 
covery? Butthefe are circumftances which Ihock belief, and it is impoffible 
to explode, with too much feverity, an accufation, fo baneful to the peace 
and honour of an individual, and that might, in its confequences, prove fo 
hurtful to the public repofe. 

20. We have only further to obferve to your Honours, that we will en- 
deavour to give the Nabob every Jatisfa&ion in our power; and at the fame 
time to requeft you will be pleafed to give every attention to the papers in 
the packet on this fubject, and particularly to the depofition of Moodie 
Kiftnah, who fwears that Mr. Randall threatened Ameer ul Omrah, if 
he did not give him a fum of money, to ruin his reputation and character, 
as well in Europe as in the Carnatic. 

2i. Colonel Capper having requefted our permiffion to go to England 
for a (hort time to fettle his private family concerns, we have complied 
with his requelt. From the good opinion we entertain of this gentleman, 
we have thought him a very proper perfon to be charged with our difpatches 
to your Honours by his Majefty's lhip the Swallow to Suez, from whence 
he will proceed over land ; having fignified this to Colonel Capper, he very 
readily offered his fervices on this occafion ; we beg leave ftrongly to recom^ 
mend him to you, and to requelt you will permit him to return to the im- 
portant ftation he holds in your fervice. 

« 

,22. Mr. James Dighton, a gentleman of good cfcara&er and abilities, 
having heard of our intension to lend a packet to your Honours over-land, 
voluntarily offered himielf to accompany Colonel Capper, and we have ac- 
cordingly accepted of his fervices, to guard againft any accident that may 
happen to our packer, in cafe of the death or indifpofuion of Colonel 
Capper. 

23. We hope your Honours will allow us to recommend this gentleman 
to yon, being convinced, from the knowledge he has obrained of the Per- 
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fian and other Eaftcrn languages, that he may be a very ufeful fcrvant to 
you at this Prefidency. 

We are, 

* 

HONOURABLE, 

Fort St. George, Your faithful humble fcrvants, 

24th September, 1776. 

GEO. STRATTONT, 
HENRY BROOKE, 
ROB. FLETCHER, 
CHARLES FLOYER, 
ARCHDALE PALMER, 
GEO. MACKAY. 


Ext raft of Letter from Lord Pigot to the Court of Directors > dated St. Thomas's-, 

Mounts z6tb September* 1776, 

Received over-land by Mr. Dalrymple, the 20th April, 1777. 

7. There comes a number in the packet the affidavit of Mr. Randall; 
an officer in the Nabob's iervice; he was a ftranger to me till the day he 
gave chat affidavit 1 , but having Gcrificed his views in this country, he goes 
a paffengeron the Grenville, and I beg leave to recommend him to your 
notice. Great pains have been taken to invalidate this gentleman's affidavit; 
amongft the reft, much ftrefs has been laid on a loan of fix hundred pagodas, 
mad»i him by Mr. Monckton a few days after the affidavit was made, who 
on this occafion has thought it neceflary to make a depofition of all the 
circumftances relating to it, which comes alfo a number in the packet. 

8 Major Home, by order of the gentlemen in the fort, having informed 
me, that any of the Company's iervants whom I thought proper might go 
to England with my difpatches for your Honours, I made choice of Captain 

Wood, 
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Wood, the Town Major,who will deliver you this letter. This gentleman 
has ever conduced himfelf much to my fatisfadtion ; but his fpirited and 
proper conduft on the parade the night Colonel Stuart made me a prifoner, 
well entitles him to your particular favour. I have engaged to pay Captain 
Abercromby eight hundred pounds for the pafiengers I have put on board 
his (hip, and I hope your Honours will pleafe to discharge the lame. 

9. Sir Edward Hughes purpofing to fend the Swallow floop of war to 
Suez about the 2d or 3d. of the next month it appearing to me and the 
other gentlemen of the Council fo efiential, that you fhould not only have 
the earlieft intelligence, but the fullcft information of the fituation of your 
affairs, that we would not avoid defiring Mr. Dalrymple to proceed that 
way to England, which he will do accordingly. 

I am, 
HONOURABLE, 

St. Thomas's Mount, Your faithful humble fervant, 

a 6th September* 1776^. 

PIGOT. 


Copy of Mr. Randall's Affidavit, as communicated by the Majority, is en- 
tered on Confultatioa the 19th September, 1776, folio 593 5 but in the 
Copy tranfmitted by Lord Pigot* after the words, [" That the deponent 
" had always intentions of making this depofition," is the following 
paragraph.] 

The deponent further maketh oath, and fays, that the faki Ameer ul 
Omrah has often engaged the faid deponent to go to England by the fhips 
of this feafon, and within thefe twelve days paft ordered the deponent to 
take a paflage on the (hip Grenville, for the purpofe of expofing to the 
Englifh Nation the weaknefs of his elder brother, commonly called Omdat 
ul Omrah * faying to the deponent, he, the Ameer ul Omrah, was fit only 

to 
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to fuccecd his father, the Nabob Mahomed AH Cawn, in the government 
of the Carnatickj and that the faid Ameer ulOmrah has often declared his 
brother Omdat ul Omrah was a rogue, that the Tinnevclly, or fome other 
country, was fufficient for him to command * and at the fame time the faid 
Ameer ul Omrah declared to the deponent, that his elder brother was a 
beaft, and (to ufe his own words) c « my brother lay with man and dog. 9 ' 


Madrafi, (Signed) 

15th September, 1776. 

Sworn before me, 


WILLIAM RANDALLr 


(Signed) 

JOHN TURING, Mayor, 


Enclofure in Mr. DALRYMPLE's Packer;. 

Received over-land, 20th April, 1777.. 

The Deposition of EDWARD MONCKTON. 

I Edward Monckton make oath and fey, that upon my arrival at the 
houfe my* family lives in at the Mount, , on Sunday the 15th September, 
1776, at a little after one o'clock (it being my pradice ever fince the 
confinement of Lord Pigot to go to Choultry Plain in the morning, and 
return at noon), I found' the company afiembled in the hall, waiting for 
dinner, and among the reft I obferved Capt. Randall* I had dined in the 
company of that Gentleman once at Mr. Oakeley's upon his fir ft arrival 
in India, about fifteen or fixteen months ago ; but as I did not remember 
to have been in his company either before or fince that time, I imagined' 
that he had been to fee Lord Pigot, and invited by him to dine with us ; 
and I entered into a general converfation with Jiim and the reft of the 
company, 'till he had an opportunity of taking me afide, when he in- 
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formed me, that he had juft been with Lord Pigot, and informed him of 
.his having fomething of a very black nature to communicate * that his 
Lordfhip had referred him to me. He then pulled out of his pocket a paper, 
and gave it to me, and declared, that he was ready to go immediately to 
Mr. Stratton, and make oath to the truth of it; and then, in the moft 
publick manner, delivered a copy of it to Sir Edward Hughes. I told 
him, that I much doubted of the legality of an oath taken before . him, 
as I did not imagine that he was properly authorized to adminiftcr an 
oath ; that the Mayor appeared to me to be the only perfon now that could 
with propriety take depofuions ; he thereupon told me, that he would go be- 
fore him that afternoon. : we were then called to dinner, and after dinner I 
dffircd him- to let Mr. Ruffell fee the paper, which he readily did, 
Mr. RuflTell, after reading it, took me afide, and told me that he wifhed 
that Mr. Randall had been more definite with refpeft to time. I fet forth 
to him the great impropriety in our interfering in the leaft; to which he 
acquiefced, and Mr. Randall took leave of us. The next morning, I 
believe about ten o'clock, Mr. Randall came to me at my houfe in Choultry 
Plain, and put into my hand the fame paper properly attefted, and told 
me that he had been been before the Mayor the evening before, and had 
fworn to the truth of it : he then fet forth to me, that he had juft re- 
figned the Nabob's fervice, and v as he had of his own free will ftood 
forth, he hoped his Lordfhip would befriend him, if, upon enquiry, he 
ihould find him deferving ; and that Lord Pigot would make ufe of his 
intereft with Cape. Abercromby,of the fhip Grenville, to procure him a paf- 
fage to England. The fame afternoon he went out to fee Lord Pigot, and 
his Lord (hip not only promifed to procure him a paffage, but alio to give 
iim a letter to the Chairman of the Dire&ors. 


The 19th I received the following Letter from him. 

« 

DEAR SIR, 

I beg you will prefent the enclofed to Lord Pigot; it is to rcqueft, 
that Lor J Pigoc will recommend me generally to the protection of the 
Direftors in his Lttter, and that he will be pleafed to 'give me another 
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Letter, addrefied to them, to prove my identity; it is very painful to 
me to be under the neceflity of diking of you the ban ofjtx hundred pagodas % 
I will molt certainly repay you that fum on my return, and to-morrow I 

intend to pay my compliments to his Lordfhip. 

• 

I am, DEAR SIR, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 
St. Thome, 19th* 

W. RANDALL 

Pray trouble yourfelf to feal the enclofed ; I have no materials within 

reach. 

My anfwer. on a fcrap of paper was as follows* 

DEAR SI R r 

I will do the needful for you, and as foon I can fcrape together the 
money you want, you fliall have it. 

I am your moft obedient, 

EDWd. MONCKTON. 


Sunday following, having got together the money, I wrote him on an- 
other fcrap of paper the following note. 

DEAR SIR, 

You may have the money when you will pleafe to fend for it. Lord 
Pigot has fpoke to Capt. Abercromby about your paflage. I am 

% 

Your mod: obedient fervanr, 

EDWd. MONCKTON. 

And 


. And the next morning, he font his Dubafli with his compliments, and 
the following receipt, and received from my people 600 pagodas. 

" I proroite to pay to the Honourable Edward Monckton, or order, 
* the fum of fix hundred pagodas, value received. 

"Wm. RANDALL/* 
"Madrafc, September 23d, 1J76" 

T further do declare, that I never had any intcreourfe, either dire&ly or 
indirectly, with Mr. Randall ; neither do I believe any of Lord Pigot's 1 

friends had before Sunday the 15th September, 1776, when he (hewed us 
the paper that he afcr wards depofed to v neither has he ever had any fum of 
money to my knowledge either promifed or given him. 


CSigpcd) En. MONCKTON. 


Sworn to in Court, this 
26th Day of September 1776- 


(Signed) JAMES TAYLOR, 

Register. 


Enclofure iff Mr. BALRYMPLE's Packet. 

Received over-land, 20th April, 1777. 

The Information of CLAUD RUSSELL, Efq; 

This informant faith, that on Sunday the 25th, being at the Mount, 
Major Home, Commanding Officer there, gave him to perufe an order 
fte (die Major) had received that morning, figned George Stratton, Henry 
Brooke, Robert Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis 
Jourdan, and George Mackay ; and that the laft paragraph of the (aid 
order was in thefe words : " Js the laft refource, in cafe of an attempt to re/cue, 
? Lori Pigot* hi* life tnujl anfwer it \ and this you vMJigmfy to bim? 

This 
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This informant further faith, that the fame order Was fome days after- 
wards produced to Sir Edward Hughes, the Commander in Chief of his* 
Myefty's Ships in India, in prefence of Lord Pigot, the Honourable Ed- 
ward Monckton, Alexander Dalrymple, and this informant* 

Madrafs, 
31ft Auguft, 1 7 76* 


Sworn to before me, 


(Signed), JOHN TURING,, 

Mayoiu 


Enclbfure in Mr. DALRTMPL E's Packet. 
Received over- land, 20th April, 1777- 

On Saturday the 24th inftant, between eight and nine o'clock at nighty 
intelligence having been brought to the Governor's Garden-houfe,. where- 
I then was, that Lord Pigot had been carried off a prifoner to the Mount,* 
I immediately haftened to the fort, accompanied by J. M* Stone* Efq.. 
where I found the town in confuOon, and was told,, that Mr. Stratton and: 
Sir Robert Fletcher, with others, had tpkeni poffeflion of the Council- 
Room. On drawing near the Parade, it being moon-light, I obferved it 
was crowded with officers and others^ as well Europeans as Blacks, and a 
number of carriages at the Fort Square Gate. Meeting foon afterwards 
with the Fort Major, Capt. Wood, he informed me that thofe Gentlemen? 
had declared themfclves the Adminiftration, and that he had been fent to* 
the Main Guard for endeavouring to keep the troops to their du;y. T 
then dire&ed Lieutenant Pendergaft, the Fort Adjutant, who had juft 
joined us, to go to the Officer of the Main Guard (Capt. Adair) and tell 
him that it was my orders, in the abfence of Lord Pigot,. to have his men 
ftand immediately, to. their arms y but obferving. that he (Capt. Adair) hefi— 
tated, I went myfelfto him, and repeated my orders in perfon; telling him^ 
that he £hould reflect on the confequences of a refufal, as in the abfence* 
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ctf Lord Pigot, whofe guard he commanded, I muft be confidered his 
commanding officer. He (Captain Adair) ftill hefitated, and muttering 
Something about the Commander in Chief* I aflced him, if he had received 
any contradictory orders from the Commander in Chief, and by whom they 
were delivered ; Captain Adair replied, ih a confufed manner, that Colonel 
Stuart had delivered him orders. During this a crowd of Officers had 
.afiembled around us, and on my infifting with Captain Adair that my 
orders fhould be complied with, Lieutenant- Colonel Edington, Adjutant- 
General, and Captain Barclay, came up to me, and, with great profeflions 
of refpeft for my perfon, recommended to me as moft prudent to go % to 
my houfe. I told them my duty called me where I was, or words to that 
effett ; and in the mean while, whether by Captain Adair's orders or not I 
do not know, great part of the guard flood to their arms ; and as I was 
advancing to get in front of them, Colonel Stuart came up to me feem- 
ingly much agitated, faying, yon muft go with me to Council, or before 
Council : my anfwer was, that I was not under his orders, but that he at 
that time was under mine, and that I (hould certainly not go where he 
directed, or words to that effeft. Colonel Stuart upon this feized me by 
the bread of my coat, calling out for Orderlies \ at the fame time Lieu- 
tenant-Colond Edington and Captain Barclay each feized me by an arm, 
and thefe Gentlemen were forcibly dragging me along, when 1 called to 
the Captain of the Main Guard for affiftance, but in vain, though i did 
•obferve feveral of the Grenadiers advance from the ranks towards us, which 
feemed to alarm Colonel Stuart fo mueh, that he quitted his hold of me, 
and run back to puft them into the ranks with oaths and threats. After 
efFe&ing this, he (Colonel Smart) returned to aflrft Colonel Edington and 
Captain Barclay, by laying hold .of my wrift, and calling for an orderly 
Serjeant to pufh me behind. Continuing to make all the refiftance in my 
power, I was by main force dragged by Colonel Stuart, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Edington, and Captain Barclay, with the affiftance o£ the orderly Serjeant, 
to the Council Room, where were fitting George Stratton, Enquire, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, Francis Jourdan, George Mackav, Charles Floycr, Henry Brooke, 
and Archdale Palmer, Efquires, and Mr. Henry Norris attending. Colonel 
Stuart led me in by the arm, and (hutting the door, he addreffeci himfelf to 
the above Gentlemen, laying, that -1 had fo iirong an arm, that he was 
out of breach, and muft beg time to recover it before he could explain 
the caufe ot my being tarore them. Upon this I required to know 
whether I was a prisoner or not; Sir Robert Fletcher (I think it was) 
anfwercd, that I wa3 not a-prifonir - 3 and I was therefore going to retire, 

but 
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but upon opening the door, Colonel Stuart run up to me, and flapped it to; 
Upon my reprefenting the indecency of this behaviour to Mr. Stratton, 
who feemed to be the Prefident, the Colonel pleaded in excufe, that he 
wifhed me to be prefent while he related to the Council (for fuch he called 
them) what had pafled. He (Colonel Scuart) then diAated, while Mr. 
Jourdan minuted a declamation about my exciting mutiny, and related 
the circumftances of his feizing me with tolerable accuracy, that he makes 
no mention of the violent and powerful afliftance given him by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Edington, Captain Barclay, and the Orderly. When the Colonel 
had finifhed, Mr. Stratton afked what I had to fay in anfwer ; to which I 
replied, that I denied their authority, and fhould fay nothing, or words to 
that effeft. Mr. Mackay and Mr. Jourdan then went round to the oppofite 
fide of the table, and after fome converfation with Sir Robert Fletcher and 
Mr. Floyer, Sir Robert propofed, before I (houid retire, that a Letter, 
which would (hortly be fent me, might be read to me •, but this I ob- 
jected to, declaring that I would not liften to any thing at that Board, 
whofc authority I denied. Mr. Stratton, however, rifing up, began to read 
a paper, fuppofed to be the Letter in queftion, but flopped, upon my cal- 
ling to him by name, that I would not hear him. Sir Robert then moved, 
that the contents fhould be told me, which Mr. Stratton then declared to 
be, that they had fufpended me the Company's Service-, and orders were 
given, in my hearing, to Colonel Stuart, to declare the fame immediately 
on the Parade : I thereupon retired, and immediately returned to the Go* 
vernor's Gardens. 


^/" 


CLAUD RUSSELL. 


Madrafs, 31ft Auguft, 1776. 
Sworn to before hoe, 


(Signed) 


JOHN TURING, 
Mayor. 


Letter 
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Letter from Lord Pigot to the Governor-General and Council at Bengal, 
dated at St. Thomas's Mount, 29th Auguft, 1776. 

Received- over-land by Mr* Dalrymple, 20th April, 1777. 

I* the Honour obit Warren Hafiings r Efquire^ Governor- General^ 'c+Council* 

of Bengal* 

Honourable SIR and S I R S> 

Major Home having this afternoon received permiffion for me to write 
to you in his prefence, I think it proper to acquaint your Honour, &c. that 
having found it expedient, with the advice of my Council, to order Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher under arreft, for being concerned in circulating in the garrifon. 
letters of a feditious nature. Colonel James Stuart, the next officer rn rank,. 
was appointed to the chief command of the troops. This Officer, wha 
dined* with, me in the Fort at his own defire, was invited by me to (upper at 
the Company's Garden Houfe ; which invitation he accepted, and at the 
fame time acquainting me that he had no conveyance, requefted I would 
take him with me in my cbaife. I that afternoon defired the Gentlemen ot 
Council to meet me in the Fort, and I direfted the Secretary to write to 
Colonel Stuart alfo to attend, where I fhewed him the Commiflion of Go- 
vernment ; and he then declared, upon his honour, that he would that nighfe 
iiTue to the our-garrifons the general orders of Sir Robert Fletcher's being 
under arreft, if the Tappies were detained, and they were detained ac- 
cordingly., 

I then took CoJoriel Stuart into my chaife, and when I was upon the- 
iGand, fomeching more than half a mile from the Fort, my horles were 
flopped by Colonel Edington, the Adjutant- General, with a party of Sea- 
poys ; at this inftant of time Captain Lyfaught prefented himfelf at that 
fide of my chaife on which I was with a piftol in his hand, and Colonel 
Stuart feizing me by the arm, faid, ** Go out, Sir," and delivered ;me to the 
charge of Captain Lyfaught, who conducted me ta a poft-chaife, and 
brought me prifoner to the Mount, where I was delivered into the cuftody, 
©f Major Home, who at the fame time received from Captain Lyfaught; 
the accompanying orders, which are the only orders Major Home acquaints, 
me he has liberty to give me a copy of.. 

Ire*- 


( *33 * 

I remained in this confinement, from the Saturday night, the 24th 
Auguft, to Tuefday the 27th, when, between eleven and twelve at night, 
Colonel Edington arrived with frelh orders for my removal j I will leave 
other men to lay how patiently I bore my confinement, and with what pro- 
priety I' conducted myfelf upon Colonel Edington's refuting to fhew his 
orders, or to make known to me whither he was to conduft me. I thought 
it necefiary to declare, that I would not truft myfelf with a traitor, who 
had made me prilbner, and that I would refift whilft life remained in me. 
. Major Home's prudence, and Colonel Edington's refledtion, ftopt this 
violence proceeding further ; and receiving a vifit from Sir Edward Hughes 
in the morning, I thought it prudent to demand the prote&ion of the 
King's flag, and Sir Edward Hughes has in confequence demanded a fafe 
conduct for me to his fhip. 

I have recommended to all the civil fervants of the Company whom I 
have feen, to continue in the execution of their duty to the Company in 
their feveral ftations. 


I am, 


Honourable SIR and SIRS, 


St. Thomas's Mount, Your moft obedient humble fcrvant 3 

29th Auguft, 1776. 

(Signed) 


PIGOT, 


L 1. Genera] 
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^General Letter from the Majority of the Council at Fort St. George, dated 

26th September, 1776, 

* 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 


$0 tfte Honour able the Ccurt of DireHors for affairs of the Honourable United Com- 
pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eajl-Indies. 


HONOURABLE SIRS, 


- Par. 1. We this day received a letter from the Nabob, enclofing an af- 
fidavit of Samuel Mills, late a Lieutenant in his Highnefs's fervice, which 
-he has requeftcd may be communicated to you. 


Par. 2. In our letter of the 24th inftant, we gave you our fentiments 
at large on the fubje& of the depofition of William Randall •, we (hall 
therefore confine ourfelves at prefent to an affurance to your Honours, that 
we are firmly perfuaded, not only from the affidavit itfelf, and our know- 
ledge of the Nabob and his family, but likewife from the nature of the cir- 
cum fiances that have fince been brought to view, that Mr. Randall has 
been a&uated to this conduct by fuch principles as mud appear atrocious 
to the eyes of all mankind. Copies of the Nabob's letter to us of our re- 
ply,, and of Samuel Mills's depofition, now wait on your Honours 
^nclofed. 


Par. 3. We have given orders to Captain Abercromby, Commander of 
^our Ship the Grenville, not to receive Mr. Randall as paflenger for Eng- 
land, 


*. 
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land, in order that the Nabob may be enabled to take fuch further meafures 
as the law direds. 

We are. 

HONOURABLE, 

Fort St. George, Your faithful humble fervants, 

26th September, 1776. 

GEO. STRATTON, 
HENRY BROOKE, 
ROB. FLETCHER, 
CHARLES FLOYER, 
• ARCH DALE PALMER, 
GEO. MACKAY. 

TranQate of a Letter from the Nabob to Governor Stratton, dated and re- 
ceived the 26th of September, 1776. " 

I 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 

I have received your letter of the 2 2d September, in anfwer to two 
from me ; although I am obliged to you for them, yet they are not fuffici- 
ently fatisfa&ory, confidcring the attention that is due to my honour and 
the honour of my family. Yourfelf, and the Gentlemen of Council, are 
the Managers here on the part of the Company ; and I, who am the friend 
of the Company and Nation, expedl from you juftice, and fupport of my 
honour and rights. Nothing but the pumlhment of Mr. Randall for his 
perjury, and the grofs flander he has thrown on me and my family, will be 
a fuificient fatisfa&ion to me. What can be a ftronger proof of the truth 
of what I wrote to you regarding the villainy of Mr. Randall, than the affi- 
davits of Englifh gentlemen which I fent to you ? I intrcat you to write 
thefe circumftances to the Court of Directors, and if the packet fhould 
be clofed, that you will write them a fcparate letter. .Although Mr. Ran- 
dall's falfhood is evident on proof to all the Englifh gentlemen at this place, 
yet there remain^ for me to have fatisfa&ion in the manner I have written 
above. What can I fay more ? 

# (A true Copy) 

R. J. SUL1VAN, Secretary. 

Letter 
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Letter to the Nabob, dated Fort St. George, 26th September, 1776, 
Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777* 


To the N A B O B. 

I have had the honour to receive your Highnefs's letter of this day's date, 
enclofing me an affidavit of Samuel Mills, late Lieutenant in your High- 
nefs's fcrvice, fworn to before Mr. John Turing, Mayor of Madrafs* 


The fentiments we have already expreffed to the Company on the very 
extraordinary deposition of William Randall, and the difbelief which, from 
a perfeft knowledge of your Highnefs and family, we naturally gave to 
that depofition, would, I am convinced, be a pofitive certainty to your 
Highnefs, that the Council and I conceived that aft to have proceeded 
from the bafeft motives. But as your Highnefs has been pleafed to com- 
municate to me the declaration of Samuel Mills, I fhall, agreeably to your 
deOre, tranfmit a copy of it to the Company, who, I need not a flu re your 
Highnefs, are ever anxious and ever will exert themfelves in the fupport 
of the honour and dignity of your Highnefs, and that of your family. 


I have given orders to Captain Abercromby, Commander of the Com- 
pany's fhip Grenville, not to receive Mr. Randall as paflenger for Eng- 
land, in order that your Highnefs may take fuch further measures as you 
may deem expedient on this occafioru 




(A true Copy) 


Fort St, George, 
26th September, 1776, 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary, 

Depofition 
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Depofuion of SAMUEL MILLS. 

» 

c 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1 yyj^ 

I Samuel Mills, lateLieutenanrin the fervice of his Highnefs the Na- 
bob of the Carnatic, depofe, that Mr. William Kandall, late Captain in 
the faid fervice, lived with me three months and upwards. That he, the faid 
William Randall, came home one night, about the 15th of September, 
inftant, feemingly very much vexed and difturbed in his mind, which he 
the faid Randall faid was occafioned by the Nabob not giving him money; 
he walked feveral times backwards and forwards in the room, and faid, no 
honeft man could live in this country •, that it was to make money that 
every one came to this country, and that he would have his fhare of it 
fomehow or other ; he likewife faid, that he had a very good head for 
forming, and that he would do fomething that would make his fortune* 
and that if it was in his power he would hang the Nabob, meaning, as this 
deponent believes, Nabob Ameer ul Omrah Behauder. This deponent 
faith, that the next morning at breakfaft the faid Randall wrote a paper, 
which he carried out of the houfe, and faid he was taking it to Lord Pigot * 
he brought it back in the evening, and faid he would carry it to John 
Turing. I faw it the next morning with the words at the bottom (as near 

as I can recollect) Sworn before me, John Turing. I alked the faid 

Randall what the paper meaned, and he anfwered, fomething that would 
make his fortune ; he then (hewed me the contents, which much furprized 
me. I ' went that morning to the Nabob's, Ameer ul Omrah Bahauder, 
to acquaint him with what I had feen and heard, but could not be admitted 
to his prefence 'till the 23d inftant. This Deponent faith, that between 
the 17th and 23d inftant, the faid Randall received three chits or notes 
from Mr.Monckton ; that this Deponent was at home when they were 
brought for the laid Randall > and as there was not any one of them fealed, 

Mm ke 
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he took the liberty cf reading them. The firft was, as near as this Depo- 
nent recolle&s, — You fhall have the needful, and as foon as I can fcrape the 
money together, you fhall have it:— the fee on d, — The money is ready 
whenever you chufe to fend for it, and we fhall be glad to fee you at the 
Mount ;— the third, — We fhall be glad to fee you in the morning at the 
Mount ; Lord Pigot has fpoken to Captain Abercromby about your 
paffage. This Deponent faith, that Mr. Randall told him that he fhould 
come out again to India in eleven months with his fortune made, and that 
he would be in the civil line. This Deponent faith, that his wife informed 
him that faid Randall's Dubafh brought fome money to him. 


SAMUEL MILLS. 


Sworn to, this 25th September, 1776, 
before me, 

JOHN TURING, 

Mayor of Madrafi. 


(A true Copy) 


R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 
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DISSENT 

Of one of the Aldermen of the Mayor's Court at Madrafs (Mr. 
George Smith) to the reconfidered Refolution of the Court, 
delivered on Monday the 2d of September, 1776, by a majo- 
rity of 7 voices to 2, that the Court had not the authority of 
granting a Writ of Habeas Corpus, after it had been deter-' 
mined two days before, by 6 voices to 3, that fuch authority 
was vefted in the Court ; and in confequence thereof it was 
the public opinion, that the Court (which had met by ad- 
journment on the 2d) would iflue the Writ. 

N.B. The Writ had been applied for on the Petition of the 
Governor, Lord Pigot, who hud been fcized by a military 
force, and detained a prifoner under the fame force at St, 
Thomas's Mount. 

I diflent, becaufe the Habeas Corpus Aft does exprefsly direft to bring, 
or to be brought, the body of the party fo illegally committed, or reftrained, 
unto or before Judges of the Court, from which the /aid Writ Jhall iffue, or 
fuch other ptrfons before whom the faid Writ is made returnable^ according 
to the command thereof. 

Becaufe I underftand that the Supreme Court at Calcutta have always 
exercifed the power of granting this Writ (for the relief of oppreffed fub- 
jefts in thofe provinces, and in furtherance of juftice) though, on the perufal 
of their charter, I do not find that the authority for fo doing is thereby ex- 
prefsly granted, but am lenfible that the fame is iufficiently implied. 

Becaufe I do not find in his Majefty's charter, by which this Court is 
eftabliflied, or in the Book of Initru&ions which accompanied the fame, 
any prohibition to this Court's granting a Writ of Habeas Corpus. 

Becaufe this Court,.as I conceive, was inftituted to grant relief to all 
fuitors, efpecially Britifh fubjetts in all civil caufes, whether for the reco- 
very of debts, or reparation of damages to parties injured in their property, 
liberty, or reputations. 

Becaufe, 


• ( HO ) 

Becaufe the late Aft of Parliament, for the better regulation of the affair* 
of the Eaft-India Company* does in feveral claufes give very dircft and im- 
portant powers to this Court for the relief of the Company, and for bring- 
ing all iuch perfons as are therein fpecified,to an account and to judgment* 
who (hall or may be charged with fuch offences as are by the Aft 
prohibited. 

Becaufe it appears to me but too evident, that the aurhority and juftice 
of this Court may be eafily fruftrated and deluded, and the good intentions 
of the legislative authority, of the Crown, and of the Company, may eafily 
be evaded, and the Aft of Parliament, as well as the Charter itielf, in many 
cafes, become a dead letter, Vox et prseterea nihil, if the Court has not the 
authority of granting Writs of Habeas Corpus, for the relief vf fuch par- 
ties and witnefles as may be kept underreftraint and confinement, by means 
which no authority lefs than his Majeity's Court of Record can remove. 

Becaufe, therefore, the authority of granting the Writ in queflion ap- 
pears to me as incident to the conftitution of this Court, for the due and 
effeftual execution of the important ends for which it was appointed, the 
uninterrupted operation of which alone it is that will render it a bleffinc* 
to thefe Settlements, as it ought to be. °* 

Becaufe, in many branches, theprocefc which iffues out of this Court, and 
has iflued time out of mind (as well as out of the Mayor's Court at Cal- 
cutta, and at Bombay) is not authorized by any exprefs words in the Char- 
ter, but has been adopted as a neceflary and legal relief to the Suitors, par- 
ticularly in granting warrants for the feizure of perfons and effefts upon 
the fea, and in ,any river which is a road, ftead, or harbour, or any part 
thereof (and which in England belongs to the Court of Admiralty alone) 
has never been called in queftion, or if it has, the condftft of thefe Courts 
has been confirmed, though the authority in this inftance is no more exprefled 
in the Charter than it is in the cafe of a Habeas Corpus, 

•r 
Becaufe all the books of aurhority which I haver had sn opportunity of coir- 
iulting, as far as thefhortneis of the time would permit me, J udgtBlackftone, 
Serjeant Hawkins, and fome others* fpeak of thisWrit as a conditional Writ^ 
the great constitutional remedy to poor and rich ; * Writ of Right, which 
may not be denied, and to wh.th the fubjeft is entitled, ex debito juftitiay 
grantable of common right to every man that is committed, or detained in. 
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frifoni of otherwUfc reftrafoed, thotigh it be by command of the King, th* 
rivy Council, or any other 4 , as the rooft uflial remedy hy which a man U' 
rtftorcd tahis Kberty j for that the King (by his Courts) i* at all tirnea 
entitled to have an account why the liberty of any of his fubjefts is re* 
ftrained, wherever that reftraint may be inflitted, 

Becauft it appears to me, that the refufal of this Writ (at the fame time 
that it infUds a heavy fine, na lcls thaa 500.L on every Judge wh» re- 
fufes it, in cafe he is empowered to grant it, a$ I think that this Court is, 
ac the fame time that it tends to defeat and render abortive the courfe of 
juftice, in refpe& to the caufes of which the Court has cognizance) may 
totally difable the party applying for it to flaew, either here or any where 
elfe, or to any higher TnbunaJ, whether there has not been a flagrant abufe 
of power (as is indeed ftnongly fet forth in the Petition of the ptcfcut Right 
Honourable Suitor) and whether that power has not been exerctfed in a man- 
ner totally repugnant to law and liberty. 

Becaufe with me, and I believe with many others, it is at leaft become a 
matter of doubt, from the very matter fet forth in the Petition, and more 
particularly from the public ads which have followed the violences therein 
let forth, whether there does exift any other legal and regular authority or 
jurifdi&ion in this Settlement, from which relief can be obtained in the 
matter complained of, or in any the like cafes ; and that therefore the ef* 
fed of this Court's refufal will produce a failure of juftice, which in any 
the fmalleft cafe, and to the poorcft fubjeft, Ihould in my opinion be moft 
carefully avoided * and rather than, content to fo deplorable a fituation, I 
make no difficulty in declaring, that the Court, not fo well informed, I 
readily confefs, in regard to the exprefs letter of the law, but guided by the 
rules and principles of juftice, in this cxercife of their judgment, fhould 
adopt that courfe which tends to the relief of the fubjeft,' and take upon 
themfelves the hazard of its being found erroneous, rather than fall into the 
ftill greater error (as I well believe it is) of refuting that relief, to which, 
in my opinion, every fuitor of this Court is entitled ; and if this opinion 
ihould hereafter be found erroneous, I have no doubt but that thofe, whofe 
prafeffion it is to form a better judgment in the cafe, will join with Sir 
Elijah Impey, in the report which he was pleafed to give of the proceedings 
of the Mayor's Court at that place (in his lpeech to the firft Grand Jury, 
which he had occafion to addrefs at Calcutta) that though their proceed- 
ings had fometimes appeared to him a deviation from the courfe of admtni- 
ftnng juftice, (which proceeded from the laudable motives of an eafier and 
more fpeedy icdreis) it was no deviation from juftice itfolf. 
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And bccaufc of thefe rcafons, and in conformity to the oath of an Alder- 
man of this Court, which I have taken, «« To do right to all manner of peo- 
«* pie, poor and rich, without fear or favour, according to the beft of my 
«« knowledge," I beg leave to diflent to. the Refolution of this Court 

of to-day. 

(Signed) 

GEO. SMITH. 
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Copy of a Utter from Lord Pigot to Sir Edward Hugbes, Kmgbt, Commodore and 
Commander in Chief of his Majejtfs Ships in the Eaft-Jndies. 

Received over-land by Mr. Dalrymple, 20th April, 1777. 

SIR, 

I have read with great attention the extraordinary letter to you from 
Mr. Stratton, &c. dated the 4th of this month ; and as I am pcrfuaded 
your reply was very proper, I will prefume to afk a copy thereof. 

I muft at this time take the liberty to repeat to you how eiTentially ne- 
ceflary it is that I fhould be releafed from the confinement I am under, as 
thefecond day in the next month is the day appointed by myfelf, and the 
reft of his Majefty's Juftices, at the laft Seffions of the Peace, Court of Oyer 
and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, held at Fort St. George on the 3d day 
of July laft, and intimated in the precepts which were then dire&ed to the 
Sheriff for fummoning a Grand and Petty Jury to attend the Quarterly 
Court of the fame Criminal Jurifdi&ion, appointed to be held by myfelf and 
others his Maiefty's Juftices on the fecond day of O&ober next enfuing, 
as is exprefled in the precepts fo iilued* 

In making this reprefentation to you, Sir, who are honoured with a Com- 
million from his Majefty, for the cxprefs purpofe of aiding and allifting the 
Eaft- India Company, I have thefe very feriousand important considerations 
in my mind} the indifpenfable obligation which 1 lay under, by the 
oaths of my allegiance and of my office, for the due and faithful execution 
of juftice, as Prefident of the Criminal Courts confti luted by the Royal 
Charter for the benefit of the Company's Settlements -upon this Coaft, and 
which exprefsly direfts, that Quarter Seffions of the Peace (hall beheld 
four times in the year, which fliall alfo be a Court of Record, in the nature 
of a Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery, whereof the Governor 
or Prefident of Fort St. George, or, in his abfence, the Senior of the Council 
there refilling, is exprefsly dire&cd to be one* 

The 
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The great hazard which may, and I apprehend will arife to the public, 
and the Eaft- India Company, of a forfeiture of the Charter of Juftice, for the 
due execution of which, if I do not forget, theEaft-India Company have 
pledged themfelves to his Majefty, by an indenture duly executed by them, 
and entered of record in his courts at Weftminfter, upon their application 
for the aid and prote&ion of the royal authority to the fccurity and prof- 
perity of their Settlements, and of the people of the feveral nations there re- 
fident ; from a failure of which, whether ariOng from a difregard of the 
eflcntial rules fixt and eftablifhed, or other wilful impediment and irregula- 
rity, and ftill more fo, if, from a total fubverfion and violent ufurpation of 
the powers and authority thereby limited and eftablifhed, the funftions there- 
of fhould be aflumed by perfons who were regularly disqualified, and have 
fince alfo by their own crimes rendered themfelves doubly fo, and indeed 
unworthy to execute any of thofe offices, duties, or functions required by 
the charter; and laftly, to prevent the ftream of public juftice from being 
contaminated in the courfe of it's legal and moft eflcntial authority, the 
criminal jurifdiftion, which. has been granted to the E aft- India Company for 
the trial and punifhment of all offenders and offences (high treafon excepted) 
had committed or done, or to be had, committed or done, within the town 
of Madrafs, Fort St. George, or within any of the fa&ories or places Tub- 
ordinate thereunto; a duty and truftof fuch high importance to the lives 
and liberties of all manner of perfons, poor and rich, that any unauthorized 
execution thereof cannot be even attempted, without the utmoft degree of 
temerity and prefumption ; and it is necefiary to remember, that the leaft 
doubt or fufpicion of the legality of the proceedings in this high department 
is fufficicnt to impeach the fame. 

Having reprefented'this to you, I would have thofe who may have any 
intentions of taking upon themfelves what will prove a high exaggeration 
of the guilt of their precedent conduft and a&ions, to think ieriouSy of the 
confequences which will befall them, by fitting in the feat of judgment, and 
deciding on the laws of their country, in cafes of life and liberty, under ari 
authority, the truth and legality of which every man required to appear,, 
either rninifterially or judicially, may claim an undoubted right to queftioni 
and every criminal may impeach, even from the very circumftance of my 
prefent fituation, and the attempt made for difqualifying 'my brethren, the 
other juftices and judges, who, by adhering to their duty to the Eaft-Ind : a 
Company, as they have done, dojuftly retain the due and legal exercife of 
the authority vetted in the Prefident or Governor and Council of Fort Su 
George by the royal charter, which repeatedly and clearly direfts and enjoins* 
that the courts of juftice, civil as well as criminal, which are thereby infti- 
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tuttd, cannot be held without the Prefident or Governor, or, in his abfenee, 
the Senior of the Council then refident j for the unreached observance oi 
which I will refer you to thofe perfons themfelves, by whofc means I am 
at this time prevented from executing the duty of Prefident and Governor 
of Fort St. George; and yet, Sir, you will permit me to bring Co your re- 
membrance, that in the proclamation, which Mr. George Scratton and 
others his afibciates have dared to pubWh and announce, in the name of 
his Majvefty and the Englifh Nation, they have had the folly or temerity to 
appeal to the Roy al Charter in fupport of that refolution, on which they found 
their whole conduit in the forming and executing their violent measures, 
" That a majority of the Council have a right to decide all queftions, 
" without the concurrence of the Prefident." And as I have no doubt but 
that I have now fatisfied you, that the Royal Charter, on the authority of 
which the legality of the criminal as well as civil jurifdiftion alone rcfts, 
and can have any operation. I will not take up more of your time than 
again to repeat, how efiemial it is for the adminiftration of publick juftice, 
that I myfclf, and the other three Members of the Council, who are upon 
the fpot, and legally qualified, Ihould exercifc the tun&ions which remain 
vefted in us by the Royal Charter for the adminiftration of juftice. I am 
therefore to requcft, that you will be pleafed to remonftrate to Mr. George 
Stratum* Sir Robert Fletcher, MefTrs. Henry Brooke, Charles Fftoyer, 
A rchdafe Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay, who have aflumed 
the government of thele Settlements, and detained my perfon under a 
ftrong military guard, to warn them in the moil ferious manner, that I do 
and (ball hold them, aftd each of them, anfwerable to the Eaft -India Com- 
pany, to publick juftice, to mvfelf, and the other Members of my Council, 
ihould any obftacles arifing from them, or any of them, prevent me and 
my brethren, the other jufttces, from the execution of our feveral duties 
and functions. 

« t 

And further, that ftiould they themfelves prefume, incapacitated as they 
are, to execute the duties of judges of the criminal courts conftituted by 
the Royal Charter, I do and {hall hold them, and each of them, anfwerable 
to the Eaft-India Company and to publick juftice. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sr. Thomas's Mount, 
30th September, 1776* SIR, 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

t There ftems to be fomethiag wanting in this place to compfctt the fenfe, but it b 
sottfarauble to the copy. 
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LETTER from George Stratton, Efiq. to John Roberts, Elq, Chairman of 
the Court of Dire&ors, dated Fort St. George, 30th September 1776. 
Received by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper over-land the 2d of April 1777. 

SIR, 

I WRITE this as an apology in the name of myfelf and the Council, 
for the length of our public fetter by this conveyance, and for the bad 
arrangement of many of the paragraphs, which was owing to the multipli- 
city of bufincls we were engaged in ; it was refolved at one time to alter 
the whole tronanofitiou in regard to the ftyle, &c. but we had not time to 
do this, or make it ftiorter, and we hope you will find patience to wade 
through much matter, great part of which might have been referred to in- 
ftead of entering fo minutely on the fubjedt. To guide you and the Ho- 
norable Court in the reading of the moft material parts, a paper of refe- 
rence is enclofed. I am informed that Lord Pigot has wrote to a number 
of his friends, male and female, appealing to their pity, dating that his 
life is in danger, and his confinement intolerable: I beg, Sir, you will 
take the trouble to view the Letter from the Board to Major Home on this 
fubjed, which will point out the truth ; and I mud alfo affure you upon 
my word of honor, that my daily reports from the Mount tell me he 
goes where he pleafes with the officer attending him, fees his family, and is 
conftantly with them the whole day, as well as many ladies and gentlemen 
from the Fort ; that his friends affift him in his difpatches, and that he is 
not now or ever was in any danger of his life. The public Letter we 
wrote to him long fince alfo tells him that he has the choice of going to 
any chieflhip, or a paflage to England on any of the Company's (hips ; 
all this and much more has been repeatedly told him by Major Home, 
and I thought it neceflary to mention the fame particularly to you in our 
vindication, and to (hew that we do not mean to folicit your fupport by 
appealing to the paffions, but by the reprefentation of fadfcs. 

In a Letter I have juft now received from the Rajah of Tanjore, he de- 
clares to me that he was never under any alarms and fears fas mentioned lb 
often to the Board by Lord Pigot) that it was never his wifh or defire to 
have a Chief and Council or Refident at Tanjore ; and that he fliould look 
on fuch an appointment as an implied declaration that the Government of 
the Tanjore province had been transferred from the Nabob to the Company, 
and that thofe therefore who could have propofed fuch a meafure were not 
his friends ; my information from Tanjore, which I can depend upon, tells 
me that the Rajah is entirely befet by the creatures of Moodoo Kiftnah 
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(Lord Pigot*s Dubafh) fo that he is made to believe the moft ridiculous 
(lories ; this cannot be prevented, as I have declared in my letter to him, 
that I will not dire&ly or indirc&Iy interfere in his Government, fo that 
we muft have patience until time and circumftances can undeceive him ; 
mean while my utmoft attention (hall be applied in putting the Fortrefs of 
Tanjore in a proper ftate of defence. 

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

JOHN ROBERTS, Efq. G. STRATTON. 
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Index to the General Letter. 

Subftancc oF Letters to and from the Nabob relative to Tanjore. Fron J P ar ** 

* graph I to 

par. 20 in- 
cluded. 

Subftance of debates about Lord Pigot's going to Tanjore- t From P ar - 2 ° 

included. 

Relative to Lord Pigot's proceedings at Tanjore, and Mr. Benfield's from par. 31, 
claims on the Tanjore country. *° P a !> * 2 

J * included. 

Nabob's complaint to Sir Edward Hughes againft Lord Pigot, toge- Prom par. 82 
ther with fubflance of Sir Edward Hughes's Letter in cohfequence, and }° P"- ?° 
of the anfwer of the Board. lncludcd ' 

Subftance of Letters to and from the Governor-General and Council at From par. 90 > 
Bengal, relative to Lord Pigot's proceedings at Tanjore. to par. 96 

included. 

Queftions moved by Lord Pigot, and the arguments thereon, that From par. 9^ 
Members of the Board fhould not vifit the Nabob and his ions ; chat the f° P ar - n 5 
Nabob's Letter was wrote to Sir EdwardHughes with ^n intent to create includcd - 
divifions amongft the Members of Government,, and that the Nabob 
fhould be defired to refide at Arcot. 

A queftion propofed by Sir Robert Fletcher, and refiifed to be put by Frompar.n6 
Lord Pigot. !° P"- J « 

° included. 

Subftance of a Minute of the Board on Lord Pigot's conduct. . Fr&mpar.iai 

to par. 123- 
included. 

Inftruftions propofed to be given to Colonel Stuart.- Lord Pigot 'i re- From par. 12c ; 
fufal to move a queftion on thofe inftru&ions, together with his Motion !°F a jj37 
that Mr. Ruffell Ihould be appointed Refidenf at Tanjore. , included. 

Lord Pigot's declaration that be would not allow a matter to be agitated Par.137, 138, . 

at the Board. s and 139 in- 

cluded. 

Arguments about the inftru&ions to Colonel Stuart. Frompar.141 1 

to 146. . 

Subftance, 
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From par. 146 Subftance of debates about the inftru&ions to Colonel Stuart, Lord Pi- 
to 168. g 0t » s attem p C to fuipend Mefficurs Stratton and Brooke. Proceedings in 

confequence. 

Froropar.168 Proceedings of the Majority of the Council after feparating themfelves 
inducted. 79 ^ rom Lord- Pigot and- his adherents. 


Frompar.179 Lord Pigot f s arreft. Refidence at the Mount, with fubftance of Letter 

to and from Sir Edward Hqghes, on the 
claimed the protection of the King's flag. 


f°P*J- *97 to and from Sir Edward Hqghes, on the (ubjeft of Lord PigQt's having 


From par. 197 Remarks on the fflegal and arbitrary proceedings* of Lord Pigot. 

to par. 209 
included. 

Frompar.soQ Referring the Court of Directors to the Letter and Refolutipn pf jhe 
to par. 213 ^Governor-General and Council, arid'fetting forth the criminality of Lord 
included. Pigot's conduit towards the Nabob, pointing out the Nabob's unthalcert 

attachment to the Company, and like wife the neceflity there is at this p re- 
fen t jundure ftrenuoufly to improve the connexion fubfilting between the 
!Nabob and the Company. 

Paragraph Remark on Lord Pigot's being the firft Member .of the Board to mpve 
21 4- 41 previous queftion. 

m 

Frompar.21 5 Relative to theFalfification of the Records by Lord Pigot, and his avowed 

* 01 \*aa 16 contempt of the Aft of Parliament, and of the inftru&ions to the Go- 

• tremor- General and Council of Bengal, as well as his declared intention to 

fupprefs or deftroy any Letter addreffed to the Governor and Council that 

.he fhould think proper. 

Pram 217 10 Lord Pigot's criminal conduct, in iaattcntion paid to pofitive orders 
414 included. f rom t ^ e Governor-General and Council at Bengal, for profecuting a 

war in the beginning of the year with Marattas. 

Para jr. 22 j. Suppreffion of a Letter from the Nabob by Lord Pigot* 

* 
From 226 to Remarks on draught of a Letter to the Court of Dire&ors laid before 
2 3°* the Board by Lord Pigot 2 2d June. 

from 230 to Remarks on part of a draught of a Letter to the Court of Directors laid 
*3S- befote the Board by Lord Pigot to be fent by the Grenville. 

2 Remarks 
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Remarks on Mr. Dalrymple's violence and arbitrary do&rines. Psragr. z^. 

Reafons for having detuned Lord Pigot in arreft, and for not having Pm P* f 3 6 # 
given in charges againft him. * 37 * 

Information lodged againft Lord Pigot by Mr, Benfield of his having From 239 to 
received confiderable fum$ of money and jewels, &c from the Princes of z * u 
the country, together with the reply of the Governor and Council. 
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tSeneral Letfcr from George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Efquires, Sir 
Robert Fletcher, Knight, Charles Flqyer, Archdale Palmer, and 
George Mackay, Efquires, dated Fort St. George, the 24th of Sep- 
tember 1776. 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honorable tbi 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft- Indies. 

HONORABLE, 

Paragraph 1. WE had the honor to addrefs you a General and Separate 
Letter from this department per Ankerwyke, dated 14th February, du- 
plicates whereof you will have received by the Hillfborough, that failed 
from hence the 20th of the fame month. 

2. We likewife addrefled you a fhort Letter 14th May, which was to 
have been conveyed to you by the Grenville, then meant to be difpatched 
from Bombay 5 duplicate of this Letter, together with one addrefled to 
your Honors by Lord Pigot, were tranfmitted to you by a French fliip 
that failed from Pondicherry the latter end of laft June, triplicate now 
waits on you a number in the packet. 

3. The Grenville being arrived here from Bombay, and to be finally 
difpatched for England, affords us an opportunity of continuing to your 
Honors a full account of the political and military transitions of this Go- 
vernment fince the departure of the Ankerwyke. 

4. Before we begin however upon the narrative of our proceedings, it 
will be neceffary we acquaint your Honors that a feries of illegal, violent, 
and oppreflive meafures on the part of Lord Pigoe, in which he was aided 
by Mefiieurs Ruflell, Dairy mple, and Stone, brought your affairs at length 
to fo dangerous a crifis, that we were driven to the neceflity of putting 
his Lordfhip in arreft, and of fufpending thofe gentlemen from the fcr- 
vice of the Company until your pleafure fhall be known. In the fequel 
you will perceive the immediate caufes which obliged us to come to this re- 
solution. The only alternative left us, was to abandon our conftitutional 
rights, and the truft you had repofed in us, or firmly to aflert the powers 
we were inverted with, and remove from the Government a man, whofe 
arbitrary principles would inevitably have involved your affairs in inextri- 
cable difficulties. The plan we fhall purfue in ftating to you thefe tranf- 
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ftftions, fliall be as candid to his Lordfhip and his adherents as the fub- 
jcft will poflibly admit of. We only beg your indulgence till we come to 
the latter part of this Addrefs, when we dial] enter into a full and particu- 
lar difcuffion of them. J 

5. Our feparate Letter by the Ankerwyke will have informed your 
Honors of the releafe of the Rajah of Tanjore, of the Fort of Tanjore's 
having been evacuted by the Nabob's troops, and in confequence of its 
fceing garrifoned by a proper force of yours, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Harper. 

6. Shortly after the departure of the Ankerwyke, we received a Jong « March, 
Letter from the Nabob, dating to us the ill conduct of the Rajah of Tan- 
jore, previous to his having gone againft him, and the weighty reafons 

which had compelled him to take that ftep in concert with your troops 
under the command of General Smith. 

7. On the firft expedition againft Tanjore, the Nabob reprefents that 
his eldeft fon, Umdit-ul-Omrah, whom he had fent with General Smith, 
had fettled matters amicably with the Rajah, and ftipulated with him for 
the payment of certain fums, which the Rajah folemnly. engaged himfelf 
to discharge ; the non-performance of which ftipulations on the part of 
the Rajah having involved his Highnefs's finances in the utmoft diftrefs, 
was the firft caufe which induced him to take up arms the fecond time 
againft him. 

■ 

8. That in carrying on the two fieges he had contradled fuch confiderable 
debts, as had reduced him to the utmoft difficulties, in raifing troops for 
the defence of thofe forts and countries in other parts of his dominions, 
that were left defencelefs by the old troops having been drafted from them 
to go againft Tanjore 5 in paying batta to the army on both expeditions, 
as well as other expenfes, and in paying to the Dutch large fums for the 
releafe of fuch diftri&s as they were in poffeflion of. And that in confe- 
quence, all thefe heavy debts contracted for the peace and fecurity of his 
and your pofleffions, would now lie heavy on him \ that your orders were 
to reftore the Rajah of Tanjore to the full and entire poffeflion of his 
dominions. 

9. He then proceeds to fay, that having cheerfully received a Garrifon 
of his friends, the Company, into Tanjore, he was ready, until your further 
orders fhould arrive, to increafe the allowance he had from the beginning 
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made the Raph, and to pay the expenfes of any Garrifon we fhoufd 
determine upon. That he took Tanjpre, knowing his own honor, as well 
as that of his friends, to be concerned ; but could he have foreieen the 
difficulties, which from your orders were confequent on that meafure, 
though the tranquillity of the Carnatic waa much difturbed, and our 
mutual interefts fuffercd by it, he would not have taken up arms to punifli 
his tributary, or bring him to that degree of fub ordination, which was 
at length become fb efiential ta the peace and profperity of his dominions*. 

Void. No. io. IO - This being the (ubftance of the Letter in queftion from the Nabob* 

we thought advifeable ta write him an immediate anfwer, wherein we, as 
delicately as poffible, represented to him that your orders were to reftore 
the country of Tanjore to the Rajgh ; but fuch was our iblicitude to da 
every thing in concert with his Highnefs, that thefe orders were yet 
unexecuted, notwithftandtng an Englffti Garrifon had been almoft & 
month in the Fort of Tanjore. That humanity to the wretched inhabi- 
tants, diftrefled beyond meafure by the miferable ftate of the country •> 
poflSfied of no kind of Government, either of his Highnefi or of the 
Rajah, as well as juftice to the Rajah, who was (till fcarcely better than, 
a prifoner, and attention to the public honor, made it abfolutely neceflary 
the orders of the Company (bould be carried into immediate effect 

ii. We therefore begged leave to repeat our former requcft, that life. 
Highneft would give aa order direfted to all his Amuldars, ice. in the 
Tanjore country, to relinquilh all manner of authority when called upoe 
by us to do fb, and to account with fuch perfons as we fhould name for 
fuch fumfras had been collefted in the Tanjore country, from (he day on 
which your Letter relative to Tanjore had been prefented to him v and 
like wife that he would inform us of the amount of fiich ordets as he had 
given on the country. 

at March. 12. This produced a reply from his Highnefaa few days after, in 

which he fays, it was not by a needlefa expenfe in fupcrfluaus Akw and 
parade he had fallen under the burthen of the heavy debt which the* 
opprefied him, but in the expenfes of the defence of Madrafe, and the 
taking of Pondicherry in the courfe of our war with France, the expe- 
dition againft Madura, the war with the Soubah of the Decan, wliick 
happened in confequence of our taking pofieffion of the northern Circars, 
and afterwards from the attempt to get the Dcwannae of the Myfore 
country. The war waged againft it, the defraying the expenfes of his. 
own forces, as well as thofe of the Company, in that war, and finally 
from the incurfion of Hydea Ally Khan* none of which owed their rife ta 
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him, as he had already fully reprefented In his Letter of the 30th of 
January 1770, and in addition thereto, from the ten Lacks of Pagodas he 
had paid on account of the Myfore war. 

13. That all thefe expenfes had been incurred in affifting his friends 
the Company, but thofe which he had been under the peceffity of con- 
tracting for the reduction of Tanjore, were with a view to the tranquillity 
of the Carnatic, and the eafe and welfare of his- people ; for otherwifc the 
greateft diforders would have arofe from the ill condudt of the Rajah* 
and from his foliciting fuccour from the Marattas, the Du ch, &c. as 
he had explained to us in his former Letters. 

14. He did not, he fays, hefitate in receiving a Garrifon of his friends 
the Englifh into the Fort of Tanjore, by way of fee urity, as into his 
other Forts, that there might be a ftrong pro>f of his firm friendship for 
the Company; but if any one fhould think, notwichftand ng this, that 
in putting the Fort under the protection of the Company, in agreeing to 
defray the expenfes of the Garrifon, in offering to fettle a confiderable 
Jaghire on the Rajah, and alio to give to the Comp ny whatever they 
might expeft from the Rajah, fhould he be reitored, that he had not 
applied himfelf to execute your orders, it was his misfortune ; that your 
Honors had never been furnifhed with a complete and perfect account of 
the circumftanccs of the cafe, and were ftill fo unacquainted with it, as 
to believe for a certainty, the Rajah to be a prifoner in Trichinopoly : 
but he was convinced whenever his Majetty, the Parliament of England* 
and the Company fhould underftand the real and certain ftate of the 
affair, they would then approve of the conduft of their old Ally and friend, 
in withholding his confent to the difhonor of himfelf and raruily, and 
the ruin of the future interefts of the Company, and the Englilh nation 
in India. That fo far from the country of Tanjore being diilreifed, and 
the inhabitants in the miferable ftate reprefented to us, it never had been 
in lo profperous a condition, many of the inhabitants being returned who 
had fled from the opprefllans of the Rajah ; and as a fure and certain 
fign of the induftry of the people, and the care and attention paid to 
their rights, that agriculture was never carried to a greater height than- 
during the time ic was governed by his managers. 

15. And laftly, in anfwer to our requeft, that his Highnefo would grant 
an order to his Amuldars in the Tanjore country to relinquilb alt. manner of 
authority when required by us to do fo, and to account with perfons we 
Ihould name for what money had been colle&ed fince the day he received 
your Letter, he replies, he had invariably, from the fir ft, declared his 
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fentirmnts in a uniform manner, with refped to his right to the Tanjore 
country ; and therefore it was his earned entreaty we would not interfere 
in the management of it, until your pleafure fhould be known. 

16. Seeing this rooted disinclination in the Nabob to give up his 
claim of rght to the Tanjore country, although he admitted a Garrif^n 

221I March, of your troops into the Fort, we addreffed him another Letter on the 
fubjed, conceived in fuch terms as would plainly (hew him your orders 
were pofitive, and mult be obeyed. 

17. We acquainted him the former bufinefs of Tanjore had been well 
deliberated upon by your Honors, and that your orders in confluence 
were not iflfued, until they had been laid before his Majefty's Minifters 
for their approval, 

18. We entreated him to call to his remembrance the difficulties he 
was able to encounter, when the Company's power and his were united ; 
that the Company had given him their fupport *hen he was alike deftitute 
ot money, and of power, and that they would continue to him that fup- 
port; tut the public faith was pledged to the Rajah,, as well as to him, 
and the Company's pofitive orders were to put the country of Tanjore 
again into the poffeflion of the Rajah. 

19. That after this, what language could we ufe to induce him to make 
the reftoration of the Rajah his own ad, if all the arguments we had already 
fuggefted, had not had their proper force ? and with what concern, after 
the Company having aded in concert with him through fo many difficulties, 
ihould we be under the neceflity of carrying their orders into effed by 
their authority alone? the world would juftify us in the obedience we fhould 
fhew to the commands of our Matters, and having never failed in the 
part of friendlhip, in refped, and in propriety ot condud towards him, 
ve trufted we fhould ftand excufed, after the prcffir.g manner we had fb 
often urged him to do that from himfelf, which was right and proper, as 
well refpeding his interelt as his dignity, 

20. A few days after this Lord Pigot* unto whom we had entrufted 
the whole management of this delicate and important bufinefs, as you have 
been before ad vifed, acquainted us, Ci That judging irom ihe Letter from 

the Nabob above quoted, that he would not give his confent to our 
carrying into execution the orders we had receivtd from you ; and the 
ftateof the crop in the Tanjorc country not being in a fuuation to ad- 
mit of any further delay, he Jiad determined, with our approbation, 

" to 


tc 
cc 

4C 
44 


( 155" ) 

u to fet out immediately fof that country to carry your orders into effeft, 
"'by placing the Rajih in the full pofTcflion and management of his 
ic dominions." 

si. In the propriety of this determination -we unanimoufly concurred, 
his Lordfhip having firft moved a qucftion to that purpofc. 

22. The fafety of Tanjore likewife, and the fecurity of the Rajah and 
his family, made it appear to us not only ncceffary that an Englifh garrifon 
fhould be in the Fort, but that his whole country fhould be defended by 
your troops; we accordingly rtfolved to fend a battalion of Scapoys 
thither, the better to enable him to colleft in his revenues, it fuch a 
meafure fhould prove agreeable to him. And as the ftcurity of the Car- 
natic can depend only .upon a well-difciplied force, regularly paid, we 
were induced to hope the Rajah of Tanjore would join us in cur endea- 
vours to place the country In fuch a fituation. 

23. At the fame Confutation that we camt to the above refoluthons, 
of its being proper and neceffary for Lord Pigot to go to Tanjore, for 
the reafons affigned in his Minute entered on the proceedings of that 
day, the following queftions were alfo moved by him, and carried in the 
affirmative by a Majority of the Board. 


C( 

44 


24. <c That in virtue of the Commiflion of Government, the Governor 
holds the fame authority, when.prefent in any Fort, Faftory, or Settle- 
ment under this PreGdency, that he does when pre fen t in Fort Sr. 
George." And* 


25. 4C That the Governor may take whatfoever fervant of the Com- 
* c pany he chufes with him to Tanjore, either civil or military/* 

26. Thefe Queftions met with oppofition, as your Honors wifl obferve 
on reference to the Confutation where they are recorded. 

27. Sir Robert Fletcher, MefTrs Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, who igftMarck. 
were againft them, argued on the firft Queftion ; That although they had 
affented unanimoufly, (( Ic was proper and neceffary for Lord Pigot to 

u go to Tanjore for the reafons fet forth in his Minute," yet they had 
done fo upon the idea that more Members of the Council would upon a 
fubfequent Motion be joined in a deputation with his Lordfhip, under 
<cxprefs and particular inftrudtions figned by the Board, for a bufinefs of 
fo much importance as the taking a country of fuch confiderablc Revenue 
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from the Nabob and giving it to the Rajah, required fuch a deputation ; 
and as a military force might be neceffary to put the Rajah in pofiellion, 
and the principal part of the treaty to be made with him was military 
arrangements, that the military Commander in Chief ought to be a 
Member of that Deputation. 

28. That had your Honors judged it neceflary to leave the management 
of this bufmefs folely to his Lordfhip, your orders would have expreffed 
it, and therefore their giving him greater powers than you had done, was 
in their opinion inconfiftent with their duty to the Company, and what 
they owed to themfelves*, that the precedent was dangerous, and might 
be ufed to bad purpofes. If Lord Pigot could, by going alone, render 
any effential fervice which he could not do at the head of a deputation 
they fhould not objeA to his being given fuch extraordinary powers for a 
time-, but as they were certain he could not, they were againft his going 
without a deputation; and- accordingly it was moved by Sir Robert 
Fletcher, but carried againftthe queftion, 4< That at leaft two Members 
" of the Council fhould be joined with Lord Pigot in a deputation. 

■ 

29. On the fecond queftion it was argued, The Board having refolved 
that Lord Pigot fhould go to Tanjore, it was abfurd to fuppofe any 
objections could be made to his having every proper afiiftance ; but by 
his queftion, " That he fhould take whatever fervants with him, either 
ci civil or military, that he thought proper,*' he might if he chofc carry 
with him Members of the Council and the Commander in Chief, the 
former of whom fhould never be employed where they had not a fhare of 
the management, nor the latter where he did not command ; that he 
might moreover take with him, in fubordinate ftations, Members of the 
Government, who by your orders were fpecially and by name joined with 
him as principals in the bufmefs of the commifiion he was going to exe- 
cute, and therefore were bound either to aft as principals at Tahjorc or 
at the Board, by holding a regular correfpondence and fending orders to 
the deputation, as circumftances might require. And on the third queftion, 
That it feemttd totally to iubvert the prefent conftitution of the Company, 
at once to fruftrateand elude the late orders and regulations of the General 
Court, and to fuperfede the commifiion of the Commander in Chief of 
the forces in India, as well as that of the Commander in Chief on this 
eftablilhmrnt. That the Commifiion of Government was the commiflioti 
of the whole Board, and gave no feparate authority whatever to the Go- 
vernor. That the only military authority which by your orders he could 
hold, when abfent from Madrufs, was the command of his own gu.ird, 
as particularly and pofitively expreffed in the forty-fecond article of the 

late 
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late orders refpe&ing the powers to be exercifed by military Commanders 
id Chief, and that that was given him out of compliment tb his ftation, 
and not to perforin any military operations. 

30. A reply to thefe arguments your Honors will find from Mr. Dal* 10 A Jure, 
rymple in Confutation 10th June, 

• 
1 gi. Conformably however ro the beforegoing refolutions, Lord ftgot 
fet out for Tanjore on the 30th Of March, and arrived at that place the 
8th of April. <* 

32. Previous however to his departure he received two Letters from 
the Nabob, the one reiterating the arguments he had made ufe Of from 
the beginning for his dill keeping pofieffion of the Tanjore country, till 
your further orders fhould arrive, and the other declaring he never could 
give up that right to it which he pofleffed ; but as his whole dependence 
was placed in the Englifh Nation and the Company, he would dbrfferit to 
fet aparr, after discharging the debts he had con traded, paying the troops 
garrifoned m Tanjore, and the other neceflary expends of the Government 
of that country, whatever overplus might arife from the colle&ibns, and 
let it remain untouched until an anfwer to the representations he had 
made to you fhould arrive from Europe, when he would deliver It up, if 
fuch fhould be your final pleafurt. 

33. Your orders however to us, to put the Rajah into the full and 
entire pofieffion and management of his country were pofithre, and thofe 
orders therefore could not admit of any farther procraftination on our 
part. 

34. On the ilth April proclamation was made by Lord Pigot at 24th April. 
Tanjore, That it having been your pleafiire the Rajah fhould be reftored, 

all officers civil and military, and all perfons living under your protection, 
were thereby required to confider the Rajah of Tanjore as again reftored 
to the Government of his country, in the full extent of that Government 
as he poflefied it at the conclufion of the treaty in 1762, and to give him 
all proper aid a*nd afliftance. 

35. A few days after the arrival of Lord Pigot at Tanjore, the Rajah ibid. 
addrefTed him a Letter, reprefenting the then condition of his country to 

be fuch, as that the placing a Garrifon of EngJifh troops in the fort was 
not only neceflary, but it was likewHe of confequence -troops fhould be 
allowed him for the defence of his whole country ; for the expenfes of which 
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he would with pleafure aflign the Company four Lacks of Pagoda* per 
annum. 

36. His finances likewife being in utter diforder, and the ft ate of his coun- 
try in the greateft confufion, he found it neceflary to throw himfelf upon, 
the Company for his prefent fupport, and therefore requefted we would 
purchafc of him,, at a reafonable rate, all the grain of the prefent year,, 
excepting fuch as his country might ftand in need of. 

37. He alfo defired as Devy Cotafa had no country annexed to it, we 
would take fuch part as we lhould think proper for a dependency 
thereon. 

24th April. 38. This Letter from the Rajah being tranfmitted to us by Lord' 

Pigot, together with his own . fentiments, we were of opinion the offer 
of the Rajah, to allow four Lacks of Pagodas annually for the expenfe of! 
the troops to be kept for the defence of his fort and country, did not 
correfpond with your orders,, which dire ft the garrifon for the fort of 
Tanjore lhould be afcertaincd, and the expenfe defrayed by the Rajah, 
according to the particular and regular accounts to be delivered to him;, 
and therefore that the Rajah fhould be informed,, when the ftrength of 
the garrifon fliould be determined by the Board, no more of that fum. 
than fhould be found neceflary to defray the expenfes of it fhould be 
required from him, bur, it he chofe, fuch a force for the prote&ion of his 
country lhould be kept upas he would provide funds foe. 

Ibid. 39- With refpeft ro purchafing the grain of the prefent year, a. 

Majority of the Board concurred in opinion with Lord Pigot, it was 
proper and neceflary fo to do- Thofe who were averfe to the meafure 
were of opinion it lhould not be purchafed until the matter was well* 
con fide red, and it appeared it was not grain mortgaged by the Nabob 
to individuals during the time he had the Government of the Tanjore 
country. 

40. The Rajah, however, was made acquainted with our acquiefcence 
in his requeft, and defired to colled the grain as near as pofiible the fea 
coaft, for the quicker tranfportation of it hither by boats. 

41. The offer of country round Devy Cotah we declined, as we thereby 
alted conformably to your exprefs commands. 

42. During 
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44 ♦ During the time Lord Pigot was at Tanjorei we received a Letter 24th April 
from Mr. Paul Benfield, fetting forth claims he declared himfelf to 
have on the Tanjore country, for loans he had made to the Nabob 
w hi I ft chat country was under the government of his Highncfs, and 
therefore requefting we would afford him all reafonable aid and affiftance 
to fccure to him the recovery of his property while Lord Pigot remained 
10 authority at Tanjore. Thefe claims Mr. Benfield had made application 
to his Lordfhip about at Tanjore, previous to the delivery of the country 
to the Rajah, but his Lordfhip's reply was, that " he was unable, without 
44 the aid and affiftance of his Council, to fay more, than that he 
" would, on his return to Madrafs, lay Mr. Benfield's claims, before. 
fc them." . 

43. Mr. Benfield likewife informed us, that he had communicated to 
Lord Pigot at Madrafs, previous to his departure for Tanjore, the nature 
of his claims, and from what his Lordfhip had (aid to him, that he had 
been encouraged to accompany him thither. He alfo gave us to under- 
ftand, he fhould be ready at any time to lay before us fufHcient vouchers 
for the authenticity of his claims, 

44. This being a matter of confequence, the claims of Mr. Benfield 
being very confiderable, we refolved to wait till the return of Lord 
Pigot, who could particularly inform us of every thing which had pafled 
between him and Mr. Benfield at Tapjore (whither that gentleman 
accompanied him) relative to the bufmels in queftion. 

45. This refolution however was. not unanimous, fome Members of 
our Council being of opinion, the waiting till the return of Lord Pigot 
would probably be prejudicial to Mr. Benfield ; or at lead, if fuch fhould 
be the refolution, that Lord Pigot fhould be informed, the grain mort- 
gaged to Mr, Benfield by the Nabob (hould not be meddled with, either 
by his Lordfhip or the Rajah, until we had come to a final determina- 
tion thereupon. 

46. On the 3d of May Lord Pigot returned from Tanjore. Previous,. 2 i& A P r jl- 
however to his Lordfhip's arrival, we received two Letters from the 2 9 thA P ril - 
Nabob, as referred to in the margin ; the one compliaining of a party of 
Europeans having entered his country in a hoftile manner by order of Lord 

Pigot, and of their having forcibly feized and carried to Tanjore fome of 
his principal officers, together with all the private and public papers of 
his Government that they had in their poffeflion ; and the other repre- 
fcnting the great trouble of mind he laboured under, by hearing that a 
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company of Seapoys were on the point of marching to take potleffion of 
Ramnaut and Shavagunga, two diftri&s belonging to him, and entirely 
independent of the Tanjore country. 

47. To tbefe Letters we did not immediately reply \ we only acknow- 
ledged their receipt, and acquainted the Nabob we expected Lord Pigot 
in a few days, when we made no doubt he would cleir up every thing to 
his Highnefs's fatisfa&ion. 


13th May. 48. Lord Pigot being returned from Tanjore, laid before us a diary 

of his proceedings, with fuch Letters and papers as he had thought 
worthy of notice, and he had not communicated to us before. 

49. He remarked to us, " That the fentiments expreffcd in our 
4< General Letter to your Honors per Ankerwyke, with the unanimous 
" concurrence of the Board at that time, as well as in Confutation 
46 25 th March laft, fo clearly declared the expediency, not to fay 
** neceflity, of having the whole military force in the Carnatic under the 
<( Company, and paid by them, that it had given him much fatisfafiion 
cc to find tne Rajah of Tanjore very heartily concurred in the wi(h of 
" the Board, that he would join them in their endeavours to place the 
" Carnatic in fuch a firuation ; and being fenfible of the advantage of 
cc having his counEry thus protected by the Company, he had requefted 
their affiftance to that effedt, and offered to make an annual aflignmenc 
of 400,000 Pag&das for that purpofe. That this ftipulated fum 
would not only afford a fufficiency for defraying the expenfes of the 
troops necefftry for the protection of the Tanjore country f * but would 
alfo leave a balance, adequate, he hoped, to our military expenfes not 
paid by the Nabob ; and that he had the aflurances of the Rajah, the 
ic four Lacks of Pagodas was confiderably lefs than his military force 
* l had ufually coft him.** 

r 

*ith May. 5?' ^ n c °nfidering the whole of Lord Pigot's proceedings while at 

Tanjore, a Majority of the Board voted a Minute of approbation thereon. 
The Minority were, Sir Robert Fletcher, who approved of the acceptance 
of the four Lacks of Pagodas per annum, but could not change the opi- 
nions he gave in Confuitation 24th April, and retired from the Board in* 
difpofed, before Lord Pigot's other proceedings were taken into confidera- 
tion \ Mr. Stratton, Mr, Palmer, and Mr. Jourdan, who approved of 
Lord Pigot's proceedings in all but the feizure of the Dobbeer in the 
Nabob's country, as complained of in the Nabob's Letter during his Lord* 

(hip's 
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(hip's abfence; and Mr, Mackay, who approved of Lord Pigot's pro- 
ceedings, excepting in the feizure of the Dobbeer in 'the Nabobs country, 
and in flagging Comarah Dubalh on the public parade. A Diary of thefe 
proceedings, to which we beg you will be referred, is entered on our Con- 
sul tations that wait on you by this difpatch; 

51. It was Iikewife refolved* " That the requeft of the Rajah of Tanjore, '3 th Ma 7* 
€< not only to garrifon the fort, but to proteft the country .of Tanjore 

** by the Company's troop?, in confideration of his paying Pagodas 
* 4 ^.oOjOOO per annum, (hould be complied with." 

52. The reply made by Lord Pigot to the Nabob, in confequence of 
the Letters we had received from his Highnefs during his Lordfhip's ab- 
fence, and in which he complained of a£ts of hoflility having been commit- 
ted againft him by Lord Pigot's order, is entered on our Proceedings, to 13* Ma / # 
which we beg you will be referred. 

53. Having refolved, as we have already informed you, to wait the re- 
turn of Lord Pigot from Tanjore, before we took into confide rarion the 
claims of Mr. Benfield on that country, we accordingly fet apart an early 
day after his Lordihip's arrival for that purpofe. 

54. This Mr. Benfield was made acquainted with, and at the fame time 17* Ma 7» 
informed he was given that notice, in order that he might prepare and 

iay befdre' us whatever elfe he might have to. offer on the fubjcit of hift 
claims on the Tanjore country. 

• • * 

55. We accordingly received* on the day appointed two Letters fro«i *othMay, 
Mr. Benfield, acquainting us, that fince his former Addrefs he had been 
informed the grain of the prefent crop, delivered over to him by the 
Circar on account of his claims, had been taken pofleffion of by the Com- 

panyt Seapoys and the people of the Rajah ; alfo of the feizure of that . 
which had been delivered on account of the debts of the inhabitants to the 
Circar, affignedoverto him ; and likewife of his people having been re- 
moved from their ftarion* in the mortgaged diftri&s, and from <x>lle&iiig 
the debts of the 'inhabitants affighed to him *, and that a (top had beta 
pat to hU felling the grain of the lad year, which he had received from 
the Nabob on account of former loans in the different parts of the 
Tanjore country. And further he had been informed, that with -the 
fame ; po#er which had been before exercifed, his grain had been feized, his 
people driven away from collecting the debts due to him from the inha- 
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blunts, and that grain which thofc inhabitants had mortgaged and deli- 
vered ov.r to bin) as fecurity for their debts, had Iikewife been taken pof- 
feflion of. 

' 56. This representation of Mr. Benfield being a matter of ferious confe- 
. quence, and feveral of our Members being indifpofed and abfent when it 
was read, we refolvcd his Letters fhould He for the ctfnfideration of a full 
Board; and in the mean time we called upon him,purfuant to hi > Letter of the 
.22A April, for fufficienr vouchers, &c. of his claims, 'as wellas to furnilh 
us with every neceffary information relative to the nature and ri re um fiances 
of thofe claims, and the periods at which they were contracted. 

tzStirMzy. 57. In confequenee of this, we received a Letter from Mr. Btnfield at* 

our next meeting, Hating to us fully and particularly the nature of his 
claims on -the Tanjore country, to which we beg you will be referred, to- 
; gethcr with a tranilate of a certificate given him by the Nabob for their 
. authenticity. 

58. Thefe Letters therefore, together with all foch others as he had 
>addrefltd, either to us or to Lord Pigot, we attentively confidered * but 
not finding that fatisfa&ory account of iome circumftances neceffary to- 
wards forming a proper judgment on the fubjett, we called upon Mr* 
-Benfield for an account of the particulars of the fums lie bad received from 
-*9th May. *h* Tanjore country, as-wdl as for certain vouchers we deemed it of con- 

Sequence to have produced. 

• 
rlbid. 59- The next morning we accordingly aflembled in Council, and read 

ja Letter from Mr. Benfield. 

60. Inanfwer to one part of which, where he complaint " Of the jriju- 

" ries he had fuftained from the meafures and conduit of the Right Ho 

" norable Lord Pigot, while afting under the commiffion.of the Board, 

44 in caufing the grain that had been deposited with him to be fe'ized by 

44 the Company's Seapoys, and in depriving him of the moms further to 

r Ibid. " colleft the revenues ;" Lord Pigpt obferved, that reference might be 

• made to the refolution of Council the 25th March laft, to the orders given 
the officer commanding the battalion of Seapoys, and to the form of an or- 
der from him to fuch officers as he fhould fend on detachment; and then 
rflefired ,our opinions " As to the propriety of thofe orders with .refpeft to 
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kt the resolutions of Council 25th March, and the power we had veftcd 
^ 4 in him to carry your orders into execution? , 

6u A Majority of the Board voted an affirmative opinion on thofe 

meafures. % 

62. A Refolutionrthen puffed to furnifli Mr, Benfidd with a copy of 
fliofe orders, and to inform him, if his people could point out any officer 
or Seapoy * ho: had a&ed improperly, and he«wodfcl reprefent the parti* 
culars of fuch conduct to u§, the, neceffary enquiries fhouid be . made ac- 
cordingly. 

63. Lord Pigot then moved the'following qiteftion, which was carried H> w « 
in che affirmative by a Majority of fix-to five: 

64. " That the Rajah of Tanjore being put in . the pofleflion and ma- 
w nagement of his country by the Company's expreis orders, it is the 
" opinion of this Board, that it is not in their power to comply with Mr. 
" Btenfield's requefts in any refpeft, thofe claims on individuals which 
** bear the appearance of having no connexion with Government, not be- 
« c ing fufficiently. explained to enable the Board to form an opinion there* 
<c on, and the alignments of the Nabob not being admiffible:" 

65. The diffents to this Refolurion are entered .in Confutation referred $* > 
to in the margin. 

66. Theiame day on which thefe diflents were given in, Mr. Brodke, 
ivho had voted at the former diicuffion of this matter for Che queftion, 
moved the Board, for reafens fet forth in a Minute which he recorded on 
fhe occafion, to rc<onfider the Proceedings of the 29th May, relative to 
Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjore country. 

67. This requcft of Mr. Brooke was accordingly complied with, and a 
Jay fet apart for that purpofe. 

68. The fubjedt however did not come under debate To foon as was 
jexpeded, fome Members of the Board, particularly Mr. Floyer, who had 
juft arrived from England and taken his feat, defiling a further time to read 
ind confidcr the papers entered on the occafion. 

*p. Mr; 
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, 69. Mr- Floyer, on the. day he took his feat as a Member of this Go* 
Verment, 6th June, informed the Board, that in confequence of his ap- 
pointment from your Honors to fucceed Mr. Whitehill in the Chieffhip 
of Mazulipatam, and that gentleman having taken his departure for 
Europe, he was ready to repair to the ftation you had been pleafed to- ap- 
point him ; upon which your late Prefldent obferved, that he fhould have 
fome particular matters relative to the Northern Circars to lay before the 
Board in a few days, and he therefore hoped the Board would poftpone en- 
tering upon Mr. Floyer's appointment until he had done fo. .The Majo- 
rity of the Board were of opinion, that your orders concerning him fhould 
be implicitly obeyed, but confented to defer this matter for the reafon af- 
figned by Lord Fjgot. But Mr. Floyer perceiving an unwillingnefs in his 
Lordfhip to proceed upon the execution of your orders. relative to his ap- 
pointment to Mazulipatam, he again moved the Board on the 21ft of 
June to take thofe orders into confideration, as your late Prefldent had 
been totally filent on the fubjeft he informed the Board he fhould in a few 
days lay before us, and we accordingly fignified to the Council of Mazuli- 
patam your appointment of him to that Chieffhip, We beg leave to re- 
fer your Honors to the Minutes recorded on this occafion by your late Pre- ' 
fident and Mr. Dairy mplc. 

70. A few days after the arrival of Mr. Floyer, the Board entered 
upon a reconfideration of your late Prefident's Motion of the 29th May, 
refpe&ing the property of the laft year's crop of grain in the Tanjore 
country ; when Mr. Floytr took occafion to requeft permifllon to decline 
giving his fentiments or vote thereupon, as he deemed it a ibbjecfl of great 
importance, of which he could not pretend to a competent knowledge 
ftith the little information he, fhould be able to obtain on the fubjeft 5 and 
Urged, as a further rea'bn for his not interfering in the queftion, that he 
might probably err in the opinion he might give, and that as his duty 
called him t:o Mazulipatam, he fhould not have it in his power, by being 
at his ftation, to remedy the evils which his vote might ?ntail, if the fubjttt 
fhould op any future occafion come again under tbedifcuffion of the Bovd. 
'fo'whitfi the Prefldent, Meflieurs Dawfon, RufleJl,' Dairy mple, and "Stone 
replied, he might eafily make himfelf mafter of (he lubjed, and therefore 
infilled, though entirely -again ft his inclination, that he fhould give his 
fentiments, and vote on. the occafion. -Compelled in this manner* Mr. 
Eloyer relu&amly. complied, as youj Honoss will perceive on reference *ta 
the proceedings. 

« 

71. What 
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yu What his Lordftiip's intentions could be, in thus forcing Mr. Floyer 
to give his fentiments and vote on the re-cGnfideration of a fubjeft that 
had been fully difcuffed before his arrival, is a matter we (hall not here 
touch upon ; we only fubmit it to your candour, if it would not have been 
more equitable to have allowed Mr. Floyer to proceed to his appointment 
at Mazulipatam, or at leaft to have permitted him to remain filent on the 
occafion, than to have forcibly compelled him to be a party in a matter 
which had already been determined upon. 

72. In the mean while a Minute was given in by Mr. Dalrymple, not '°A June; 
merely relating to Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjore country, but as 

the difcuflion concerned the Nabob, the Tanjore country, your orders,, and. 
our Refolutions in confequence. 

73. This Minute has been fully replied to t)y Sir Robert Fletcher in 
Consultation 24th June, to which we beg you will be referred. 

74. At our next meeting Lord Pigot moved* that the Refolution of ' 3 * J ane * 
Council the 29th May, " declaring Mr. BenfiekPs claims not to have been 

cc fufliciently explained, and the Nabob's affignments to be inadmiffible," 
fhould ftand confirmed ; but on the que ft ions being pur, it. was carried 
in the negative feven to five. 

75. The next day Lord Pigot moved us again* to come to theRefolu- iith^ine. 1 
tion, <c That all the claims of Mr. Benfield were private and not public 

4< concerns;" but this likewife being put to the vote, was carried in the 
negative. 

76. And' the following Refolutions propofed by Mr. Mackay were 
palled in the affirmative by a Majority of feven to five. . 

lft. " That it is the opinion of the Board, that. the Nabob had a right 
cc - to the Government-ftiare of the crop in the Tanjore- country, the pro- 
« 4 duce of grain fown during the time it was in his poffefllon, and that 
<€ any mortgages he may have given on $e fame are good." 

2d. " That a Letter be written to the Rajah of Tanjore to inform him 
•« of the above Refolution of the Board, and to recommend to him to 
** give Mr. Benfield all reafonable affiftance in recovering fuch debts as 

Pp. " appear. 
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*' appear to be juftly due to hrm from the inhabitants, as well as to re- 
ftore to him the grain of laft year, which was in the poffcffion of his 
people, and faid to be forcibly taken from them." And, 
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3d. " That it be further recommended to the Rajah to account with 
Mr. Benfield for the Government-fliare of the grain in the diftridts af- 
figned to him by the Nabob, and faid to be forcibly taken from his 
people." 


14th June. 77, On reference to the debates on thefe refolutions your Honors will be 

pleafed to obferve the Votes flood in the following order : 

For Againft 

Mr. Stratton, Lord Pigot, 

Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Dawlbn, 

Mr. Brooke, Mr. Ruffcll, 

Mr. Floyer, Mr. Dalrymple, 

Mr. Palmer, Mr. Stone. 
Mr. Jourdan, 
Mr. Mackay. 

78. When thefe Refolutions had been paflfed, L6rd Pigot acquainted us, 
if his-Queftion, declaring Mr. Benfield's claims to be of a private inftead of 
a public nature, had been carried in the affirmative, he would have fol- 

# lowed it with this Motion: 

79. " That as it appears to this Board, that Mr. Benfield's tranfaftions 
" €C with the Country Government are contrary to the exprefs orders of the 

" Company, and that any interference therein may raife apprehenfions in the 
Ci Rajih of Tanjore, arid tend to involve the Company's affairs on this 
" Coaft ; for which reafon it is refolved, rhat this matter be referred to the 
<c Court of Directors." 

80. This is entered on the Proceedings of that day, at his Lord(hip*s 
particular defire. 

-13th, 17th, 81. For a more full and comprehenfive knowledge of this fubjedt, we 

20th, 28th, beg leave to requeft your Honors will be referred to our Confultations, and 

and 29th t0 t he ftveral Minutes that hare been delivered in on the occafion, as noted 

3 d? y ioth, in the Margin. 
13th, 14th, 

17th. and 82. On 

24th June. 
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8a. On the 3d June we received a Letter from Sir Edward Hughes, 3d Jane 
acquainting us, it was with much concern he found himteH under the ne- 
ceflity of interfering in any refpeft between your Representatives and the 
Nabob ; but that the application, which he er.dofed from his Highnefs, 
was of fo alarming a tendency, he could not avoid laying it before us as 
Toon as poflible ; part of the King's inftru&ions to him being to do his 
utmoft to promote the intercfts of his Majetly, as well as of your's, or of 
fuch Indian princes as you have already or may contradt engagements 
with, among whom the Nabob of thcCarnatic held the molt diftinguilhed 
place. 

83. That his duty to the King his matter, his zeal for the Company's 
welfare, and the feeling he had for the diftrefles of fo good a friend to 
both, were to him the moft urgent motives for writing to us ; when he 
made not a doubt we would take fuch meafures in conlequence, as would 
effe&uafly protect the Nabob from fuch alarms in future, the national 
honor and intereft, as well as the welfare of the Company, being materi- 
ally conne&ed with the juft fecurity of his Highnefs. 

84. The Letter enclofed to us by Sir Edward Hughes, addreffed to 3d jun«. 
to him by the Nabob, was in purport ars followeth : 


cc 
«c 
cc 
cc 


cc 

CI 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 


85. " That the afllirances of fupport and protection he had received 
from the grandfather of his prefent Majefty, -and repeatedly from his 
Majefty himfelf and the Company, had given him the greaceft con- 
fidence that his rights and honor would have been preferved invio- 
late ; but the apprehenfions under which he laboured, from Lord Pigot's 
unjuft ufe of his power, had arrived at fo dangerous a height, that he 
was obliged to apply to him, Sir Edward Hughes, for immediate in- 
terference in his fupport. That Lord Pigot, not content with the low 
and disgraceful ftate to which he had reduced his authority, by the mea- 
fures which he executed at Tanjore, had lately threatened to fubjedt 
him to the moft perfonal difgrace, by declaring in his Durbar, in a 
moft determined and threatened tone of voice, that he would place an 
European guard upon his, the Nabob's houfe, to keep him a prifoner. 
That the caufe of this outrage was his having written Lord Pigot a Let- 
ter on the 26th May, repre fen ting the injuftice he had done him, by 
ordering a military force to march into theRamnaut country, to deprive 
him of ibrrrc diftrids there, and put the Rajah of Tanjore in poffcflion 
of them. That no oppreffion could be equal to the depriving a man of 
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his right. That as Lord Pigot on a former occafion had ordered people 
to enter his, the Nabob's, gardens in the middle of the night, pre- 

€ * tending he had information ibme people were ordered to be ill-treated 
there, lb he was under the greateft alarm left Lord Pigot would pro- 
ceed to execute in a paffion what he had threatened ; and therefore, as 
Sir Edward Hughes was the fervant of the King and Nation, who were 

€< his proteftors, as he was fent here for the fupport of his Sovereign's 
honor, and the intereft of the Company, fo he called upon him, by every 
duty which he owed to juftice and' his high ftation, to write immediately 
to the Board, that fuch meafures might be taken, as to fecure his perfon 
and family againft Lord Pigot's threats and violence. That fuch was 

cc the jurtice of his caufe, that he was confident the Company would order 

M him full redrefs for the injuries which had been done to his Govern- 
ment and people by Lord Pigot's condudt at Tanjore ; but who was to 
fupport him againft thofe he then threatened, unlefs Sir Edward Hughes 

rc would reprefent to the Council his fituation ; for that, by the eftabliftied 
cuftom, he could not apply to the Council but through the Governor,, 
and that the complaints were of the Governor himleif." 

86. Whereupon an anfwer was immediately wrote to Sir Edward 
Hughes to the following effeft : thofe parts which are within inverted 
Commas being the explanation his Lordfhip gave us at the time. 

S 7. That " our Prefidcnt aflured us the Nabob had totally mifunder- 
ftood him, he never having had a thought of placing a guard over him, 
although he feared, and exprefTed thofe fears to the Nabob, that the en- 
couragement his Highnefs gave to European vifuors, and the impedi- 
ments to public bufinefs, arifing from the intrigues carried on by them 
at the Durbar, would lay him under a neceffity to place a guard to bring 
fuch perfons to him, that he might be acquainted with the nature of their 
" bufinefs." 

88» We concluded this Would be fufficient to fatisfy him the perfon 
of the Nabob was in perfedt fecurity, our Prefident declaring <c no wanton 
" indignity to his Highnefs ever was intended, or ever would be com- 
" mitted by him, although his ears could never be (hut to the complaints 
w of the diftrcfied," and we afTuring him that no fuch ^indignity to the 
Nabob fhould ever.be countenanced by us, who were entrufted with the 
management of your affairs here, . 

89,, Ther 
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9g. The fame day Sir Edward Hughes favoured us with' an anfw*r, ac- 
quainting us, that in order to fatisfy the Nabob's mind on the fubjedt of 
his Highnefs's application to him as the King's fervant, he had immedi- 
ately fent him a copy of his Letter and our reply, which he thought 
could not fail to produce the defired effect 

90. On the iorh June we received a Letter from the Governor General 
and Council of Bengal, requiring copies of our Proceedings relative to Tan- 
jore, and fignifying to us at the fame time, that they were the more defirous 
of receiving fuch materials, as they were informed an officer, at the head of 
the Company's troops, had been fent to Arjaloor, which place they under- 
ftood was fituated without the botmdary of the kingdom of Tanjorc, to 
feize upon one of more 6f the Nabob's officers, and had carried him or 
them with their papers to Tanjore. 

91. That this a<5t required an explanation. If ic was neceflary, in order- 
to carry your inftru&ions into execution* we\would be juftined by your 
inftrudHons; but that this tranfadtion, fo far as they were yet acquainted, 
with it, appeared to. them a violation. of the independent righrs of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic, in which chara&er Mahomed Ally Khan was> 
acknowledged by the Treaty of Paris. 

92. To this Letter we replied, that Lord Pigot acquainted us, c * As- 
•* he had paffed through the Tanjore country, be found the proper 
tc officers, with all their accounts, had removed by the Nabob's orders - 
ct from the villages; and was foon informed that every part of the 
M country was in the feme fituation. That every means had been taken to 
€C throw difficulties in his way in the execution of the Company's orders, 
** and to diftrefs the country and its inhabitants. That without the 
f * affiftance of the Dobbeer, (the principal officer of the Nabob who was . 
•• feized) and his accounts, it would have been impoflible for the 
•« Rajah to have obtained any knowledge of the Revenues, or indeed to - 
** have been properly placed in the management of his country •, this man 
" having been firft Minifter, and in fadl Governor of the Tanjorc 
• c country for fifty years paft. That after Tanjore • was taken, he told 
cc the Nabob's fon, who_ commanded there for his father, that he would ' 
cc not defert his mafter in his misfortunes, and rcfufed to a£l until he 
«« carried him to the Rajah, and defired the Rajah to lay his commands 
c « upon him. That on his (Lord Pigot's) proceeding for Tanjore, the 
• € Nabob ordered the Dobbeer to be fent out of the Tanjore country 
c< with all the public accounts. That the -Dobbeer had retarded his 
* c - his journey by various pretences, and fent a meffage to the Rajih, de- 
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l( firing -he might be conduced to Tanjore* the troop which attended 
" Lord Pigot was therefore fent to efcort him ; but when the troop ar- 
" rived at the place whence the mefiage to the Rajah had been fent, they 
€ < found the Dobbeer had been conveyed from thence to Arialoor, whi- 
<c ther the commanding 'officer of the troop followed, and cfcorted hinft 
<c to Tanjore. That Lord Pigot had wrote to the Nabob, " If he would 
" pleafe to order the Amuldars and other officers to return with their 
" accounts to the Dobbeer at Tanjore, juftice might be done to every 
* c man, and the country, in a proper and equitable manner i" which he 
" however had not thoMght proper, to comply with" 

-93. That we never would lofe fight of the treaty of Paris ; but that 
we could not believe that treaty could be conftrued to obftru£t any pro- 
per meafures which might be necefiary for the Company's fecurity, or 
the fafety of the Carnatic. 

94. Our Proceedings being voluminous, It was out of our power to have 
them copied in time to accompany this Letter ; they were however after- 
wards tranfmitted to them, together with every paper that could be of 
alTiftance^o them in forming their judgment. 

95. The Refolutions the Governor-General and Council of Bengal 
came to, on taking this fubjeft into confideration, as well as the directions 
to us in con fc que nee, will be fully treated of in the latter part of thia 
addrefs. 

« 

96. It is however necefiary to remark, that on application to Mr_ 
Benfield and Mr. De Souza, two gentlemen who were well qualified, from 
their extenGvp dealings in the Tanjore country, to inform as, we found 
that the village accounts were ftiQ in the refpedtive villages in that coun- 
try, although Lord Pigot had repeatedly declared they were carried out of 
it by (he exprefs orders of the Nabob. 

97. On the 17th of June, Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Meffieurs 
Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, delivered in a joint 
Minute oft the fubjed of our proceedings relative to Tanjore. 

» » 

98. Mr. Jourdan gave in a feparate one ltkewife on the fame day, 
containing a (ketch of what, he was of opinion, might be effe&ed for the 
fecurity and advantage of the Company, the Nabob, and the Rajah. 
To thefe Minutes we beg you will be referred. 

99- At 
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99. At the fame Meeting that thefe Minutes were delivered in, Lord 
Plgot moved the following Queftions : " That it was the opinion of the 
" Board, the Letter from the Nabob to Sir Edward Hughes was written 
" purpofely to create animofuy between the Members of this Govern- 
c ^ menu" 

ioo. This was carried in the affirmative by Lord'Pigot'scafttng voice. 

ioi. The Members againft it were Meffieurs Mackay, Jourdan, Palmer, 
Floyer, Sir Robert Fletcher, and Mr, St rat ton. 

102. Lord Pigot then continued : " After fuch a Letter as that written 
" by the Nabob to Sir Edward Hughes, and after the fentiments he 
" (Lord Pigot) expreffed in reply to Sir Edward Hughes, as well as 
€( what paffed in debate upon the fubjed, he did hope the impropriety, 
" nay indecency, of vifiting the Nabob under fuch circumftances, would 
* l ftrike every Member of the Council ; and therefore, agreeably to the 
" ftanding orders of the Company, recommended, that no Member of the 
** Council fhould henceforth vifit, or correfpond by writing, or by mcf- 
<c ^ a 8 c > w ^h the Nabob or either of his fons; and the more particularly 
" fo, as he was informed the Nabob had been made acquainted with the 
" late proceedings of the Board * and he thought it very improper any 
" Member of the Council fhould be liable to the flighted fufpicion of 
* divulging to the Nabob the proceedings of Government." 


103. This Queftion was likewife earned in the affirmative by Lord 
Pigpt's calling vote. 

104. Thofe Members who were againft it, Meffieurs Mackay, Jourdan, 
Palmer, Floyer, and Sir Robert Fletcher, arguing, that the Court of Di- 
rectors did not mean the Nabob fhould be prevented from feeing any 
perfon whatever, much lefs Members of this Government ; that thofe 
orders were only to be underftood, that all correfpondence with the Na- 
bob, or other country powers, or their affairs, fhould be carried on in 
the name of the Prefident. 


105. That making an order, that Members of the Council fhould not 
▼iGt the Nabob, would be extremely improper, and more especially at a 
time when accusations from the Nabob againft Lord Pigot were laying 
before the Board v that fuch a Motion implied ftrong fufpicions of Mem- 
bers of Government > and that the Nabob having expreffed ftrong ap- 

6 pretentions 


prehenfians for his own perfenal fifety, fiMb apprtfcenfidiif would naturally 
be inereafcd by fuch an order. 

ic6. Lord Pigot then reprefebted to the Board many difficulties that 
attended the conftant refidence of the Nabob within the Company's 
bounds, and moved, " As he was defirous to avoid everv occafion of 
•' giving difguft to the Nabob, and as dircumftances wcufji occur daily 
Cc to increafe his difcontent whilft he remained here, that it be recom- 
* * mended to the Nabob to refide at Arcor, as the moft effe&ual method 
" of preventing mifunderftandings." 

107. This Mbtion made by Lord Pigot tiler, as you will naturally 
conceive, with ftrong oppofition, and, upon being ptit to the vote, was 
carried in the negative by a Majority of Seven to Five. 

108. The Majority who were againft it argued, that the inconve-. 
niences which would arife from it were infinite, without there being the 
appearance of the lead poffible advantage to the Company's affairs. That 
in cafe of reftrfal compulfatory meafures could not be ufed towards the 
Nabob, who had refided here (o many years. That from fuch a ftep it 
muft appear, not only to the Nabob, but to the whole world, that in 
confequence of the late unhappy mifunderftandings between him and 
Lord Pigot, .we had become diftruftful of his friendfhip, that we were, 
alfo diftruftful of one another, and that we werfe inclined to offer indig- 
nity to his perfon, whenever he ftiould think it advifable to differ in 
opinion upon any matter which might concetti himfelf or Government;, 
and that it would tend to difgult him againft the Company's Government, 
and help to alienate that ftrong friendfhip and alliance which had fo hap*. 
pily fobfiftcd between the Company and his Highnefs. 

109. Further rebfons are adduced in fupport of this opinion, in Con-, 
fuhation 24th June, when feveral Minutes and Dififcnts were entered, 
relative to the Quellion on which it was founded, as alfo to the preced- 
ing ones moved the fame day by his Lordfhip, as before mentioned, to* 
which we requeft your particular attention. 

110. Mr. Stratton, Sff Robert Fletcher, Meffieors Brooke, Palmer,, 
J our dan, a tat M&ckay, like wife gave in a Minute on the fame day, 
remarking, that " Lord Pigot having been pleafed, in his reply to the 
*• complaints laid before the Board by Sir Edward Hughes, to acknow- 
" ledge firft, that of having threatened to place a guard near the Nabob's 
• c perfon, and fecondly, that of having ordered a party of Seapoys to 
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*■ march in the night to St, Thome for another particular purpofe, it 
" became a duty incumbent on them to give their opinions upon thofe 
•" points, left their filence fliould pafs for an applied approbation, and 
<( on that approbation a precedent might afterwards be founded and 
"4>leadcd in fimilar cafes.*' They then proceed to give their fentiments 
on thofe points, to which we beg you will be referred. 

. i.i i. After this Minute your Honors will perceive the ioliowing 
'Queftion moved by Mr. Mackay t 

. uz* " As the Refolution on the Nabob's Letter to Sir Edward 
Ci Hughes was carried by the Prefideni's calling Vote, though, in Mn 
<c Mackay's opinion, a party concerned, and though the opinion of one 
cc of the Members for that Queftion (Mr. Brooke) appeared doubtful, 
ai Mr. Mackay moved, that the Refolution be refcinded .*' 

1 13. Which Queftion was followed by Sir Robert Fletcher's repre*- 
fenting to the Board, " That he had had the Records examined, and 
" could find no fuch Handing order of the Company as was quoted by 
€ * Lord Pigot, and upon which he imagined fame of the Members of 
•** the Board were induced to vote for his Lordlhip's fecond Motion. 
** Sir Robert Fletcher further obferved, That upon confidering atten- 
' c tively the words in which that Motion was conceived, he found that 
" Members of the Board might be thought by fome (though innocently) 
" to offend againlt the Refolution which pa (Ted upon that Motion, 
" merely becaufe they did not, and in his opinion could not, (hut their 
u dooi*s in.the faces of the Nabob and his fons when they happened to drop 

in of an evening on a vific > and as for himfelf, he repeated, that there 
" were frequent complaints made to him from the out-garrifons of diC- 
iC putes between the officers under his command and the Nabob's officers, 
" and againft fome of the Company's officers in the Nabob's fervice, upon 
" points of duty ; that thefc, in confequence of a meiTage from the Com- 
c * mander in Chief to the Nabob, or to one of his fons, or a meffagc 
" from one of them to the Commander in Chief, were in general arnica- 
" bly fettled by him." 

114. For all thefe reafons, Sir Robert Fletcher hopes the impropriety 
of the Refolution on Lord Pigot's fecond Motion, viz. " That no Mem- 
•* ber of Council do henceforth vifit, or correfpond by writing, or by 
*' meffage, with the Nabob or either of his fons," would ftrike every 
Member of the Board, and therefore moved, " That that Refolution 
** lhould be refcinded." 
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1 15. As Mr, Dawfon had been prefent when the above-mentioned 
Queftions, moved by Lord Pigot, were refolved in the affirmative, it was 
agreed, at the defire of Lord Pigot, to fummon Mr. Dawfon, who had 
taken his final leave of the Board in order to proceed to Europe, to 
attend the next Council, when the foregoing Motions of Mr. Mackay and 
Sir Robert Fletcher fhould be taken into confideration. 

116. In the mean time Mr. Dalrymple gave in a Minute on the pro- 
ceedings relative taTanjore, entered in Confulcation ift July. 

117. On the 8th July Sir Robert Fletcher defiredlhat his Motion for 
refcinding the Refolution of the i'/th June, on Lord Pigot's fecond 
Queftion, relative to Members of the Council not vifiting or receiving mef- 
fages from the Nabob or either of his fons, might be taken into confi- 
deration. 

118. Lord Pigot then obferved, that the Refolution of Council the 
17th June, that Members of the Board fhould not vific, or receive met 
fages from the Nabob or his fons, was grounded on the reaibns which 
were given in his Minute preceding that Motion. 

119. That it was true he had, at the defire of Mr. Brooke, given his 
confent to the reconfideration of the Refolution of the 29th May, on the 
Nabob and Mr. Benfield's claims on the Tanjore country, becaufe that 
private property was then concerned ; but as no fuch matter was affeded 
by the RelOlution of the 17th June, and becaufe the refcinding fuch Re- 
folution would only increafe the difficulties he had found in conducing 
{he bufinefs of the Company with the Nabob, he declared he never would 
give bis confent that the Queftion moved by Sir Robert Fletcher Jbwld be 
put. He at the fame time obferved, that he was certain of afling on that 
occafion with perfeft confiftency. That during the many years he had 
been in the fervice, he had always known the bufinefs of the Board origi- 
nate with the Prcfident, who was undoubtedly the propereft perfon to 
lay before them fuch fubjeds as required their confideration. 

120. Lord Pigot refuftng in this manner to pit the QuefAon propofed by 
Sir Robert Fletcher for refcinding the Refolution patted on his Lordlhip's 
fecond Morion 17th June, the Majority thought it incumbent on them to 
lecord their opinions on the occafion; in every refpeft difapprovingof Lord 
Pigot's condutf, and declaring, cC That his Lordfliip ought rot to refufe 
Cl putting the Queftion, and that the Refolution fhould be refcinded." 

i2i. Joint 
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i2i. Joint and feparate Minutes were entered by them on the occafion, 
to which we beg you will be referred. 


C4 


122. Lord Pigoc then declared, * c That, from the conftitution of the 
fervicc, he was well convinced no perfon but himfelf could agitate a 
" Queftion at the Beard. That he had ever known that right vefied folefy 
<c in the Prefidcnt, who was always fuppofed the beft judge of what 
cc Queftions were or were not fit for the benefit of the Company's affairs, 
<c and who, if a Queftion fliould be propofed which to him fhould ' 
*« appear produttive of bad confequences, had an undoubted right to 
" prevent that §>yejtbn's being put." 

12.3. This was on the 8th of July ; on the 9th we, the Members of the 
prefent Government, gave in the following Minute : 

124. " The Prefident, Lord Pigot, having at two former Confutations 

cc aflertcd a right to adjourn the Council, contrary to the opinion of the 

€< Majority of the Board, having in the civil department refufed to put a 

" previous Queftion (which was moved) although defired by many of 

" the Board, who had not had time to confider of the proportion laid 

" before them, having at the lait Meeting refufed to put a Queftion 

" regularly moved for refcinding a former Refolucion of Council, and 

Ci having afierted, that a refolution of the Majority of the Board could not be 

" carried into execution without bis concurrence, in the latter of which he 

** was fupported by Mr. Dalrymple ; we thought it incumbent upon us 

" to exprefs the aftonifliment as well as concern we felt at hearing fuch • 

<c do&rines, to declare in the ftrongeft terms, that fuch claims were incom- 

* ( patible with the rights of the other Members of this Government, and 

" that many dangerous confequences might enfue from the ad million of 

<c fuch unconftitutional, and, we were forry to add; arbitrary principles. 

cc We knew that the Government was vefted in a Majority of the Board, . 

c< and that that Majority might exift whether the Prefident were of it or 

<c not. Duty to our Maftcrs and to our country, regard to thofc who were 

" placed under this Government, and our own honor, required that we 

c< fliould never give up any of the rights intruded 'to us by the conft*- 

cc tution. We know our rights, but we fincerely hoped never to be 

" driven to the painful necefficy of exerting them ; and on that occafion 

« 4 we hoped it wojH fuffice, that the opinions of the Majority of the 

" Board being for refcinding the . Refolution upon the fecond Motion of 

«* Lord Pigot the 17th June, that the fame was legally, though not in . 

44 the ufual form, refcinded. M 

125. Mr, 
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125* Mr. Dalrymple then thought it was a proper occafion to obfcrre, 

• " That from a careful perufal of the Company's Commiffion of Govern- 

cc menr, he found, that the Council were appointed the better to enable 

- <c the Governor to manage the affairs of the Company, that he therefore 

" could not think the Council were, either by the letter or fpirit of 

" that Commiffion, intended to manage the Company's affairs without 

\ 4 ''the Governor/' 

126. On the 25th June, a Letter was laid before the Board by Briga- 

,dier-General Sir Robert Fletcher, addrefled to him by Colonel Stuart, 

wherein Colonel Stuart fubmits it to the confideration of the Commander 

in Chief, if it were not proper, for the reafons he aifigns, that the Board 

.would be pkafed to appoint him .to the command of the fort and <gar- 
rifon of Tanjore. 

127. No refolution was come toon that day, the Letter was ordered 
to lie upon the table for confideration. 

128. The 9th of July, Sir Robert Fletcher, for the reafons a ffigned in 
Colonel Stuart's Letter, and becaufe he w idled to have his fentiments upon 
the ftate of the fort and country of Tanjore, with refpeft to their defence," 
particularly .as it was rumoured armaments were fitted out from France, 

-recommended that Colonel Scuart fhould be appointed to the command 
of Tanjore. 

129. Colonel Stuart was accordingly appointed, though Lord Pigor, 
-and Meflieurs Ruffell, Dalrymple, and Stone,* oppofcd ic to the utmoft 

of their power. 

130; A draught of inftm&ions to Colonel Stuart, in confequence of his 
appointment, was laid before the Board by the Commander in Chief the 
30th July, which inftruflions, though not difapproved in any refpecl by 
Lord Pigot or any other Member, were ordered to lie for confideration, 
and for his Lordfhip to make any additions which he might think 
rneceflary. 

» 

131. Although nominated the 9th July, it was not until .the jft 
Anguft that Colonel Stuart was officially acquainted therewith^, and 
ordered to hold himfelf in readinefs to proceed to Tanjore. 

. 132. Sir Robert Fletcher not being able to attend Council from indit 
,pofiion, enclo&d to the Secretary 19th Auguft a paper of frefli in- 

5 ftru&ian* 
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ftru&ions for Colonel Stuart, which he defired might be laid before the 
Board for their confideration, his Lordfhip having kept the former 
draught. 

133. They were on that day accordingly laid before us, when Lord 19th Auguftj 
Pigot remarked, that " He had frequently repeated to the Board his 

* iC earneft wilh that they would permit Mr. Ruflcll to proceed to Tan- 
" jorc, if it were even for a few days ; that he was fo fully convinced 
* c of the neceflity of that meafure, the Rajah and the country being in 
the greateft diftrefs, that he was forced in the ftrongeft terms to 
urge his former defire, that Mr, Ruffell might have their permiflion to 
*' go in the manner he before recommended to them. This he was in 
" hopes the Board would acquiefce in, and the more fo, as he had at a 
ct former Confutation declared, be never could give bis' confent to Colonel 
* c Stuart's going to Tanjore, until the Board fhould have likewife 
" refolved, that Mr. Ruffell fhould proceed thither according to his 
cc appointment/ 1 

134. The fenft of the Board was then taken upon the above* when a 
majority of fix to four were againft Mr. RuffeH's going to Tanjore, be- 
eaufe he was appointed by the* Company a Member of the Committee 
of Circuit, and becaufe this matter had been ftrenuoufly agitated in the 
civil department, when a Refolution pa fled, that he and Mr. Dairy mple 
fhould fet off on thaVfervice the 31ft Auguft. 

135. Whereupon the draught of inftr u&idns being read, -Lord Pigot 
obferved, that " Having repeatedly recommended to the Board the pro- 
« priety, not to fay neceflity, of Mr. Rufiell's going to Tanjore, he 
44 then declared, be never would give bis fahflion to any inftrudlions to 
" Colonel Stuart until that meafure was adopted." 

136. Mr; Floyer then defired the queftion might be put to the 
Board, to take into coafideration the above draught of inftruftions to 
Colonel Stuart. 

137. Lord Pigot however oppofed it, and declared, <c For the 
** reafons he had before affigned, that be would not put the quefiion at 
V that time." 

138. Lord Pigot having in this manner refufed to put the queftion 
moved by Mr. Flpyer, and it being a matted of the greateft confequence 
to be determined, whether the Prefident had a right to refuje putting 

S s • any 
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any queftion propofed, the coafideration of it was deferred until the 
next day. 

aoth Auguft. 1 39- Being aflembled -the next morning in confequence of adjourn ment* 

Mr. Mackay recorded an opinion to the following effeft : '« That the 

« 4 Prefident (Lord Pigot) having refufed to put the queftion moved by 

«« Mr. Floyer, viz. to take into confideration the draught of inftrudtions* 

« c to Colonel Stuart, he thought it neceffary to enter his opinion, that 

*' the Board fhould then proceed to take into cgnfi^cratioq thp.faid 

* c inftruftions." 

140. Mr; Jourdan fubfcribed to this opinion. 

141. Lord Pigot then declared, "^That having determined not to give 
" bis confent to Colonel Stuart's going to Tanjore, until Mr. Rufiei) 
cC flxould be ordered to proceed thither likewife, be would not allow the 
« 4 matter to be then agitated at the, Bqot d" 

142. Upon whiph Lord Pigot was requeftcd by Mn Stratten in the 
moft earned manner to put the queftion, as it was perfedly confident 
with the constitution and rules ot the fervice *, but this he ftill declined* 
upon, the fame principles that he had before advanced. 

143. Finding his Lord (hip thus obftinate in hi? refufal to, .put the 
qmftion, we were under the neceflity, as the only alternative left us, 
to record our opinions feparately approving of the inftru&ions. 

144. The inftru6lior>8 w.ere accordingly approved by a Majority of the 
Board, and tranferibqd fair forfigning, together with a Letter to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Harper, diredting him to., deliver oyer the command of 
Tanjore to Colonel Stuart on his arrival there. 

145. Qa tbefe Letters being prefented. to Lord Pigot tobefigned* 
he declared, that €< Conformably to what he had before faid, he would 
<c not put his name to them. That having made ufe of every argu- 
<' ment in his power to xiifluade the Majority of the Council from 
" attempting to v carry this mc^fure into execution without bis concurrence* 
" fo he th6ught k his duty to the Company, his friendship to th^dtfU 
*< ferent Members, and his regard to the good order and government of 
<* the Settlement, to defirc that they would not proceed further therein i 
*' and to declare, as his opinion, that without bis narpe to thofe orders* 
*' they were t\k^ t\xt A£t of Governments znA men executing fijeh orders^ 
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"might be liable to difficulties, which he wifhed the different Members 
** to be as fenfible of as himfelf." 

* • 

146. The fame moderation and forbearance which we had hitherto 
observed prevailed on us in this inftance to adjourn the Council.] 

147. Two days after, the Board being aflembled, we gave in a Mi- 2zi Augolt*. 
nute to the following purport: " That Lord Pigot having refufed^ m 

" Confultation 19th Auguft, to put the queftion for taking into confi- 

cC deration the inltruftions to Colonel Stuart, we declared, that we con- 

" ftdere&fuch refufal as inconfiftcnt with the rules of the fervice, and 

" tending to fubvert the Conftitution ; but unwilling to proceed in hafte oik 

<4 a. matter of fa much importance, that we had moved the adjournment 

" of Council till the next day, when we dill found his Lordfhip afferting.\ 

4C doftrines deftruftive of the principles of the conftitution. That we 

c < could not but expreis our aftonifhment at fuch extraordinary decla- 

iC rations as he then made. We denied that the concurrence of the Prcfi- 

c * dent was neceffary toconftitute an AB of Government ; and we declared 

** his conduit to be unconftitutional and illegal. We had not a doubt that. 

iC the Minority of the Board were obliged to aflift in carrying into cxe- 

• € cution the orders of the Majority, and that, the Prefidcnt was as much^ 

" bound by thofe orders, as any other Member of the Board; But as 

c * he had thought proper, contrary to the eftabliftied rules of the fervice,. : 

<c xcy .declare positively he would not fign the inftruftions to Colonel ' Stuart, ^ 

" though jthofe inftruftions had been approved by a Majority of the Board,]/ 

"- and thereby became an. Aft of Government » yet, wiHing to give fur- - 

" ther time for the confederation of fo weighty a matter, he had moved I ' 

cc the adjournment of Council. Previous however to -the profecution < 

< c of the buiinefs in queftion, as a refufal to put queflions would retard,: if 

«* not totally flop the execution of every meafure nor- conformable' to his > 

«*■ LQrdfhip*s fentiments, we declared we. were of opinion, that in.: 

•*• any cafe of the Prefidem's refufal to put* a queftion propofed by any^ 

**' Member, it. was the duty, of the fecretary to put that queftion, , 

«* beginning fifft with the youngeft Member, and the duty of every^ 

« c Member of Council to anfwer fuch queftion; and i\mi refufal to • 

44 anfwet fhould be deemed a breach of the Company's (landing orders. 

148. And to elucidate the points ir* queftion, we- annexed extracts' . 
from Mr. VanfittartV narration, wherein that gentleman* who was welP 
acquainted with the constitution of your fervifce, exprefsly declares, that* 
he figned in ft ru ft ions when Governor of Bengal which he difapproved, 
a#ipg therein qoji form ably to the cftablifhed rule of the fervice ? which* 
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is, " That every Member fhall fign the public orders and records* 
" entering his difTent when he differs in opinion from the Majority •," 
and that the " Refoluthns of the Majority were to be deemed the Rcfo- 
" lutions of the Board, and to be figned by the whole Board. " Narra- 
tive, vol. ii. p. 233 ; vol. iii. p. 137. Mr. Floyer likewife Hated to us a 
circumftan r e immediately in point, whea Mr. Carrier, the then Go- 
vernor of Bengal, and Mr. Ruflell and himfelf, met with the pointed 
refentment of the Court of Dire&ors for their conduft in oppofuion to 
a Majority of the Council. The Minutes given in by Mr. Floyer on 
this occafion make a number in the packet, and merit your particular 
attention. 

j 49. Lord Pigot then addreffed himfelf to us in the following words : 

150, u The Majority having proceeded fo far on Tuefday laft, as to 
*' bring the inrtru&ions to Colonel Stuart, and the Letter to Lieutenant-, 
4 < Colonel Harper, to the point of figning. and he, the Prefident, having 

refufed to put his name thereto, recommending that the gentlemen of 
the Majority would pleafe to confider whether it were not prudent in 
them to proceed no further \ and remarking, at the fame time* what 
difficulties men were liable to executing fuch orders, as in his opinion 
were not an Aft of Government, without his name being affixed tp 
them. And having had the fatisfadtion then to find, that the feveral 
Members wifhed to give this matter full confideration, by defiring ao 
adjournment of two days, and receiving now the drill greater fatisfadlion 
of finding no gentleman urge the profecution thereof, he, the Pre- 
fident, hopes that he may be fo fortunate as to meet the Board 
inclined to let this matter reft until the pleafure of their Honorable 
Matters is kno\rt), and therefore recommend^ that they will do fo. 
The Prefident further adds, that it feems to him quite necefiary tha.t 
fomething d.cifive IhouJd make its appearance before our Honorable 
Matters, that they may nor, on the arrival of the Granville, remain 
with fears that this is a fore only patched ijp, ready to break out afrefl* 
to the great detriment and bad government of tjheir affairs." 

151. Having already given our opinion, approving of the inftru&iona 
to Colonel Stuart, and reflecting on the tendency of the arguments and 
declarations made by his Lordfliip in fupport of his having the power to 
pit a negative upon all afts of the Majority he did not approve, and that, 
by virtue of fuch negative, no meafure of the Majority of the. Board 
could be deemed an Aft of Government, and confequently could not be 
carried into execution j we refolved, if his Lordfhip fhould Itill perfift in 
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hh reTufar to fign the inftru&ions, that they Ihould be figned by the 
Secretary by order of the Council. % 

k 

152. Having thus given our opinion, we called on Lord Pigot in a 
joint Minute which we all figned, to dired the Secretary to fign the Letter* 
to Colonel Stuart and Lieutenant-Colonel Harper ; and on his refufing to 
give fuch directions, we declared we looked upon ourfelyes, being a 
Majority, as authorized to order him to fign them* and accordingly* 
wrote the following Letter : 

To Mr. Secretary Sulivatt. 
STR, 


cc 


WE, the Majority of the Board,, having approved of the inftruftionsr « 
c * to Colonel Scuart and the Letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Harper, and . 
Ci the Prefiderit not only having refufed to fign them himfelf, but alfo. 
c « refufed to order you to do it, we are reduced to the difagreeable 
"• neceflity of dire&ing you to fign the (aid Inftruftions and .Letter by 
"Order of Council, .and fend them to Colonel. Stuaxu . 

ForPSt. George, 
22d Auguft 1776. 

(Signed) GEORGE STRATTON, , 

HENRY BROOKE. 

153. As foon as this Letter was figned by Mr. Stratton and Mr. . 
Brooke, Lord Pigot fnatched it out o£the hand. of the latter, as he was 
palling it round to the other Members of the Majority for theirfignatures, , 
and at the fame inftant, taking a paper out of his pocket, obferved to the 
Board, " That having frequently entreated them not to carry this matter 
<fr - further, but to wait the determination of the Court of Dire&ors, he : 
cc would now flop it where itjvas; and then read the contentsof .the .; 
c * paper as followeth :*' 

154. " I charge George Stratton and Henry Brooke, Elquires, of-," 
c< being guilty of an a&iubverfive t>f the authority of Government, and ; 
<4 tending to introduce anarchy, in the figning orders to the Secretary / 
c< - to give inftruftions to Colonel Stuart, which, have not been apprpyed i 
** and paired by the Prefident and Council." 

155. Mr. Stratton. and Mr. Brooke thereupon thought it heceflary> to » 
record, that they would not admit of the foregoing being a cbarge % .*% it >: 

T t was.** 
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-was for thrir figning' a'paper agreed upowby* the Majority of the Board* 
asexprefled by Meliieurs Stratton, Brooke, Fioyer, Palmer, Joutdan, and 
Mackay, who were on the point of figning the crder, had they not been 
prevented by Lord Pigotfs fnatching the. paper in thfr manner above- 
mentioned, 

156. As the Minute given in by Lord Pigotxontained, as he exprefled 
himfelf, a charge of the higheft nature againft Meflleurs Stratton and 

iBrooke, he recommended, that thole gentlemen fhould be ordered to 
withdraw, that their conduct might be taken into confi deration. 

157. Mr. Jourdan moved, and M£ Mackay feconded the Motion, 
- that the Board fliould adjourn till the next morning at ten o'clock. 

158. This Motion however was not attended to by Lord Pigot, 
who, as foon as it had been written down by the Secretary, moved that 
the Board fliould come to the following ,Refolutron : 

159. "rRefolved, That George Stratton and Henry Srooke, Efquires, 
" be now fufpended from-the Company's fervice until the Company** 

'** pleafure (hall be known/* 

Mr. Mackay, againft the refolutioit. 
Mr. Jourdan, againft the refolution. 
Mr. Palmer, againft the refolution. 
Mr. Stone, for the refolution. 
Mr. Floyer, againft the refolution. 
Mr. Dalrymple, for the refolution. 
Mr. Ruflell, for the refolution. 

-i 60. The Secretary was here ordered by Lord Pigot " To take no 
*' vote either from Mr. Brooke or Mr; Stratton on the queftion before 
44 the Board, as the (landing orders of the Company direft, that no Mem- 
* c ber (hall fit in Council when a charge is delivered in againft him. 99 

The Prcfident, Lord Pigot, for the Refolution. 

And as, cm catting up the votes, it appeared they were equal four to 
four, the Prefident defired that it might be recorded, that, be fides 
his vote, he gave his catting voice for the Refolution. 

161. It was carried accordingly for the Refolution by Lord Pigot'* 
cafting voice. 

162, It 
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162. It is however here neceffary to remark to your Honors, that tht 
Teafon of our giving any vote whatsoever on fo extraordinary a queftion* 
proceeded from our convidtion, tfiat if we had refufed to vote, Lord 
Pigot would have contented himfelf with the votes of his three friends 
and his own, and have deemed them fufficient to carry this illegal attempt 
to fufpend Meflieurs Stratton and Brooke 5 and we were pofitrve in point 
of legality, by voting upon the queftion we Ihould have fruftrated fa 
daring an attempt to fufpend thofe two gentlemen upon this ground, 
that if the accufed were prevented voting, the admiffion of the accufer's 
TOte, upon the fame principle, could not poffibly have been admitted. 

163. Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke delivered in Minutes on the occa- 
sion againft the Refolution * but the Secretary being ordered by his 
Lordfhip not to take either the vote of Mr. Stratton or of Mr. Brookes 
thofe Minutes were omitted in the Confutation in confequence of pofi* 
tire directions from his Lordfhip. 

164. A proteft againft the illegality of the proceedings, which thofe 
gentlemen wrote at the time, was likewife omitted by his Lordfhip* $ 
orders, who with his own hand fcratched out the Minutes made by the 
Secretary in confequence in the draught of the Confultation of that day. 

* 

165. Meflieurs Mackay, Jourdan, Palmer, and Floyer folemnly pro* 
tefted againft Lord Pigot, and thofe gentlemen who were for the Refo- 
lution, declaring the meafures to be the moil arbitrary ever known at a 
Board under an Englifh Government, and folely intended in an illegal 
manner to get rid of the votes of thofe gentlemen, that his Lordfhip might 
form a Majority for himfelf. 

166. His' Lordfhip however then adjourned the Council until the 
next morning at eleven o'clock, although we kept our feats, and declared to. 
his Lordfhip unanimoufly, that the proceedings againft Meflieurs Brooke 
and Stratton were fo pointedly illegal and unjuft^ that we fhould, notwith- 
itanding his attempt to fufpend them, confider them as Members of the 
Council in like manner as ourfelves. 

167. On the afternoon of the 22d Auguft, the day on which this hap- 
pened, Lord Pigot dire&ed the Secretary to fend round a J'pccial fum- 
mons for the Members of the Board to aflcmblc in Council the next 
morning. 
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r68. In this fummons however Mr. Stratton and Mr. Brooke were not 
included, although the names of all the others were inferted, as well as 
that of Mr. Richard Lathom, Chief of Cuddalore, who had been at the- 
Prefidency for feveral days without ever having been defired to attend 
the Board. 

169. In this diftra&ed ftate of the Government, when Lord Pigot was' 
by a moft unparalleled aft, attempting to ufurp all our conftitutional rights, 
although we had obferved the utmoft moderation to avoid coming to ex- 
tremities, we thought it expedient to write a Letter of proteft to his Lord- 
fhip and the other gentlemen, who had tjpted for the fufpenfion of Mef- 
fieurs Stratton and Brooke, 

1 

13d Auguft. 170. We informed them, c< That we, whofe names were underwritten, 

<c being of Council, and conftituting a Majority thereof, taking into our 
" moft ferious consideration the proceedings upon record at the two laft 
<c meetings, and more particularly the unexampled outrage offered to the 
" conftitution, and arbitrary behaviour towards two of our number, by, 
9 c an illegal attempt to fufpend them, in order by & trick to gain a Ma- 
«• jority, were of opinion, that the public fafety was in danger by the 
ct conduft of Lord Pigot, Meflieurs Ruffell, Dalrymple, and Stone, 
" who had fupported, and by every perfon who fhould continue to fupport 
•• fuch meafures, and we fhould hold them refponfible for all the confe* 
•• quences that might enfue. That we the Majority confidered ourfclves 
" as the only legal reprefentatives of the Honorable Company under the. 
" Prefidency, and a,s fuch we had not a doubt but all the fervants of the 
€i Company would regard us. That for thefe reafons, and the evident 
" illegality of the fummons to Council for that morning, in which were' 
<c omitted the names of Mr. George Stratton and Mr. Henry Brooke, 
" two legal Members of the Board, we could not, cdnfiftently with the 
<c duty we owed to our Honorable Employers, attend the faid fummons.*T 

171. We likewife judged it neccflary to inform the Governor-General* 
and Council of Bengal of the alarming ftate of your affairs under this 
Government, and accordingly addreffed them a Letter on the fubjeft, to 
which we beg you will be referred. 

23d Ai>gufh 171. This Letter was conveyed to bim under cover of a packet tranf- 

mitted to that Prcfidency by Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, who had* 
informed us he would forward it to them in that manner. 

2 173. By 
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-173. By thefe meafures it is evident his Lordfhip's views were, in an 
illegal and arbitrary manner, to fecure a Majority, without which he knew, 
his ichemes could not be carried into execution. We found ourfelves under 
the neceffity either of paflively giving up our own rights, and the known 
conftitution of Government, and of becoming acceffaries in all the evil 
conferences which might enfue % or by feparating (hew, by the Letter we 
fent by the hands of the Notary Public, thar, as a Majority of the Coijn- 
cil, we were refolved in this extremity to maintain the constitutional 
rights of 'the Company, and to fignify to all the Company's fervants 
and dependents that we required from them fubmiffion to our legal 
orders. 

174. In confequence of this public aft on our part, Lord Pigot pro- 
ceeded immediately 'to the violent meafure of ordering the Commander in 
Chief under arreft, and of ifluing Letters of fufpenfion to each of us, Mef- 
fieurs Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, who, with Meffieurs Strac- 
ton and Brooke, compofed the legal Majority of the Council. 

175. At this time we had in full view, and under our moft ferious 
consideration, the critical fituation which the public affairs might be 
brought into, by the violent and arbitrary proceedings of a Prefidcnt fuch 
as Lord Pigot, who, from his commiffion and local refidence, was alfo Go- 
vernor of the fort and garrifon, if time and opportunity had been leu 
him to influence the military in fupport of his illegal Government. 

176. We alfo con fide red the very great probability that the remaining^ 
part of the army, not ijnder the orders pf Lord Pigot, perceiving the 
violence and injuftice done to their Commander in chief, who was ordered 
in arreft for fuppoi ting the civil conftitution of the Company, and well 
knowing that the army jn general, as well as every impartial perfon in 
the Settlement, were fully convinced that a Refolution of the Majority of 
the Council was to them the only legal aft of Government. We fay 
therefore, that deliberating with anxious minds upon the chance of fuch a 
dreadful crifi?, as that the fort and garrifon of Fort St. George, with an 
arbitrary paflionate man at their head, might pcflibly be fepa rated from 
the reft of the Company's poffeflions on tiiisCoaft, and, that the Nabob 
of the Carnatic, who is the ally of the Crown of Great Britain and the 
Company, and who intrufts himfelf, his family and fortune, to the pro- 
ted ion of the Fort, might by our paffive delay be abandoned to the 
ptrfon whom he has reafon to believe his bittereft enemy ; and delibe- 
rating further on the many dangerous confequences which might refult 
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and afffft the fafcty of the State, if not the very exiftence of the Com- 
pany on this Coaft ; we could not hefitate a moment to refume the exe- 
cutive powers of Government, in which we conceived ourfelves warranted 
not only by the legal conftitution of the Company, but alfo by the fu- 
premc law of neceffity. 

177. When we refleft on the very alarming and critical alternative to 
which the defpotic violence of Lord Pigot had compelled us, that of fub- 
mitting to an expulfion from your Government by a Minority of Members, 
and tamely furrendering ourfelves to the difhonor, infidelity, and bafcnefs 
of deferting our truft, giving up the Nabob of the Carnatic, the ally of 
his Majefty and the friend of the Company, to his inveterate and bitter 
enemy to be treated with difgrace, under which he had declared he could 
not nor would not furvive •, and giving up alfo perhaps the life of your 
Commander in Chief to an illegal and compulfory trial; or the alterna- 
tive of attempting to refcue your Government at the rifle of a convul- 
sion : when we refledt on thofe alternatives, to the defpefate choice of 
which we were left on the morning of the 24th of Auguft, and when we 
now confider how happily the peace of the colony and the ad m in ift ra- 
tion of your affairs have been extricated from dangers fo imminent, we 
can never fufficiently approve the conduit of Colonel Stuart, who fo ably 
and faithfully discharged his duty to you and your legal reprefentatives 
upon fo trying an occafion. Indeed we are at a lofs which moft to ad- 
mire, hts generous felf-denial, in not accepting direftly the command of 
the army from Lord Pigot, or the very mafterly manner in which he 
executed our determination. Our Secretary, Mr. Sulivan, declares, that 
in the whole converfation which palled between Colonel Stuart and Lord; 
Pigot and his Counfellors in the Council Room on the evening of the 23d 
about his accepting the command, that he never heard him come to a. 
dire<5l acceptance of it) on the contrary, that the converfation of Co- 
lonel Stuart, was fo exceedingly evafive as to caufe him to remark the 
purport of it to Mr. Oakely, our Civil Secretary, a few minutes after Lord 
Pigot and Colonel Stuart had left the Council Chamber ; Mr. Sulivan in 
particular recollelts, that Colonel Stuart laid great flrefs on thefe words,— 
" It is true I have been paffively Commander in Chief by your orders*. 
" but I have yet executed no duty of the Commander in Chief."' The 
Angular addrefs which he afterwards (hewed in conducing his Lordfhip 
to arreft, was not only warranted by the occafion, but was abfolotely 
neceflary to the fuccefs of the undertaking. What was fa neceffary to 
the fuccefs of an undertaking, on which the peace of the colony and the 
Carnatic fo apparently depended,, cannot but reflect honor on the condudt* 

of- 


( i8 7 > 

• 

of a foldier executing his orders. Lord Pigot was in that crifis danger- 
ous to the State, and in altual oppofition to the authority which confti- 
tured his powers; but whofe orders he had fuperfeded, and whofe fyftem 
he had violated, without even the pretext of connecting thofe meafures 
with the fuppofed idea of yoijr intereft. We have dire&ed Colonel Stuart 
to give us a faithful narrative of the manner in which he executed our" 
orders, copy of which (hall wait on your Honors a number in the pac- 
ket, together with his Letter of the 24th Auguft to Lord Pigot. 

1 7S. The orders we gave to Colonel Stuart were to the following effeft r 
That uncertain to what further excefs Lord Pigot might proceed unlefs 
timely prevented, we thought it our duty, if neceflary, to arreft his per- 
foil, and in confequence that we empowered him (Colonel Stuart) on whom, 
during the unhappy indifpofition of Sir Robert Fletcher, we conferred 
the command of the army as well as of the garrifon of Fort St. George r 
during the prefent danger, to take fuch meafures as to him fhould appear 
proper to place the Fort, Garrifon, and Fort-houfe, under our command, 
fo that the public tranquillity might be reftored, and the bufinefs of the 
Honorable Company carried on in the ufual manner. That we further 
ordered and directed him, if he faw neceflary, to arreft the perfon of Lord 
Pigot, or of any other perfon who fhould obftruft him in the execution 
of our orders; and that for thefe falutary purpofes we directed all the 
Company's fervants, civil or military, and all perfons who lived under the 
protection of this Government, to give him every, aid and*a(fiftance in* 
their power. 

179. In confequence of thefe our orders, Colontl Stuart arretted the 24th Auguft; 
perfon of Lord Pigot, and delivered him into the charge of Major Home, 
commanding at Sr. Thomas's Mount, with pofitive dire&ions that his 
Lordfhip fhould be treated with every mark of attention and refpedt. 

1S0. On the report of Colonel Stuart, that Lord Pigot was in arreft at Ibi< k 
the Mounr, and that all the military officers in the fort had declared ic 
to be their duty and refolution to obey all orders they might re- 
ceive from us, the Majority of the Council, or the Majority for the time • 
being, we immediately repaired to the Council Chamber in the Fort- 
houfe, and having aflembled the military officers of the garrifon, read'' 
to them our Proclamation on the occafion, when they unanimoufly con- 
firmed to us the report of Colonel Stuart. A copy of the proclamation* 
comes a number in the packet. 

181. The.- 
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i8i. The next morning I ike wife all the Company's fervants, both civil 
and military, and the inhabitants, being afiembled at the Council Cham* 
ber, the Proclamation was read to them, and copies of it iffued to all the 
fubordinacies and out-garrifons. 

18a. Taking into confideration the very illegal and unconftitutional 
conduft obferved by Meflieurs Ruflcll, Dalrymple, and Stone, in the fup- 
port they gave to every meafure of Lord Pigot, but particularly in the 
attempt to expel us, the Majority of the Board, which convinced us no 
dependence could -be; placed in them, and confidering likewifc how much 
the Company had fullered through the conduit they had purfueel, we 
found ourfelves reduced to the necelfity of fufpending them from your 
fervice. 

^183. Mr. Richard Lathom likewife having concurred in opinion with 1 
Lord Pigot;, Meflieurs Ruffcll, Dalrymple, and Stone, for the illegal 
attempt to fufpend Meflieurs Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, 
and in the Relolution of ordering Brigadier- General Sir Robert Fletcher 
under arreit, and thereby admitting the legality of the fuppofed fufpen- 
fionsof Meflieurs Stratton and Brooke on the 2id Auguft, as well as his 
•25th Auguft. jj av j n g concurred in the other meafures recited in the examination 6f Mr. 

Secretary Sulivan, we unanimously refolved to fofpend him alfo from 
(he fervice of the Company until your pleafure fhould be known. 

,27th Auguft. 184. Having received information from Colonel Stuart, that he had 

reafon to apprehend there was fome tampering with the troops Rationed 
at St. Thomas's Mount by perfons in the intereft of Lord Pigot and 
his aflbciates, we could r.ot but be anxious for the confluences which 
mi^ht enfue ; taking therefore into our moft ferious confideration the many 
evils that might arile from the violent difpofi ions manifefted I y Lord 
Figot*s aflbciates fince his removal to the Mount, their indefatigable 
purfuits in attempting to fow difaffe&ion as well in the civil as rhe'n ili- 
tary ftrvants of the Company within the fort, the attempt made by Mr. 
Claud Ruflcll to ftir up fedition amongft the troops in garrifon, together 
with the apprehuiflon exprefied by Colonel Stuart, wtre circumftances 
which afforded too great caufe of fufpicion that Lord Pigot and others 
,would perfill in the meafure of feducing the troops at the Mount, and 
that hisLordfhip's r.fidcnce there might furnilh the ready rreans of cre- 
ating dilturb.inces. The fortrels of Chingloput, diftant about thirty-fix 
..miles fropi Madrafs, appearing in every refp^d a more eligible place for 
.LordPigoi's refidence during his b^ing under arFeft, as well in point of 
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the falubriety of that place, as in his being removed at fuch a diftance 
from the fort of Madrafs, as to render any attempts that might be 
made by his Lordfhip and friends for diliurbing the public tranquillity 
much more difficult than it might be in his refidence at ihe Mount •, .we 
were therefore of opinion, that Lord Pigot fhould, as foon as poffible, be 
removed to Chingleput^ and in order that his Lordfhip might meet with 
every poffible mark of refpeft and attention, and for his better refidence 
there, we appointed a field-officer to the command of that garrifon. 

185. Lieutenant-Colonel Edington, Aojutant- General, was accordingly 
employed to receive his Lordfhip from Major Home at the Mount; his 
Lordfhip however peremptorily refufed going, and that in fuch a manner 
as will clearly evince you the violence of his Lordfhip's difpofition. 
Copies of the affidavits of Colonel Edington and Serjeant Shaw now wait 
00 you numbers in the Packet for that purpofe. 

186. We were extremely concerned to find, that in confequmce of this *8th Auguft, 
Refolution a report .fhould have been propagated by Lord Pigot and 

his friends, that he was to have been removed to Gmgec j we accordingly 
took the earlieft opportunity of alluring him by Letter, that no fuch idea 
ever did or ever could occur to us. We likewife made him an offer of 
removing to any Settlement upon the coaft that he fhould give a preference 
to, where there was a Chief and Council, provided he would pledge his 
word of honor to remain in quietnefs within the bounds of fuch Settle- 
ment until your pleafure fhould be known concerning his Lord (hip's 
conduft and our's refpe&ively. That if his Lordfhip fhould be plea led 
to confent to this propofal, we fhould order the bed houfe in fuch Settle- 
ment to be prepared for his reception, that every necefTary be furnilhed 
him at the Company's expenfe, and that every refpeft and attention be 
paid to his perfon. We at the fame time thought it necefTary to add, that 
if his Lordfhip fhould prefer embarking for Europe on one of the Com- 
pany's (hips, we would order him every accommodation in our power. 

187. The information we had of the declarations made by Lord Pi&ot to 
the military 1 which, added to the very violent and irregular proceedings of 
Mr. Ruffell, who on the day of our refuming the Government had endea- 
voured to put the main guard of the garrifon under arms, and was by 
force brought from thence before the Council, where he publickly denied 
our authority ; knowing moreover, by our experience, the violent temper 
of Lord Pigot, who, if at liberty, would run every rifk to recover the 
Government ; thefe circumflances forced us, contrary to our private 
feelings, to ufe an expreffion to Major Home, 4 * As your laft refource, 
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<c in any attempt to refcue Lord Pigot, his life muftanfwer for it, and 
" this you are to fignify to him *" which we imagined would deter Lord 
Pigot's friends and family from encouraging any attempts towards his 
refcue; however we loft no time to make Lord Pigot and his family eafy 
on that fiibjeft, as was evident from our intention to remove his Lord (hip 
to Chingleput, and by our Letter to htm of the 28th Auguft % but in truth 
there could be no doubt in his Lordfhip's breaft of the -humane good 
feelings of Major Home, to whom, in terrorem, this parr of the order was 
given purpofcly to be communicated to Lord Pigot, only that he might 
prevent any attempts to refcue him; and we think -it has had theeffedt we 
looked for. 

188. The affidavits of Lieutenant-Colonel Edington and Serjeant Shaw 
gave us every reafon to believe, that if Lord Pigoc had it in his power, 
he would not only have raifed a mutiny in the army, but put himfelf at 
the head of an armed party, and march with them to the Fort, though 
he fell in the attempt ;— needed there any other argument for perfofis in 
our refponfible fituation to take every means poflible, though at times 
with ftrong expfrtflR>ns, to prevent any attempts, however fruitleis, to 
involve this Settlement in convulfion and civil war? 

1 89. To the Letter above-mentioned, which we addrefled to his Lord- 
fhip, we have as yet received no reply, fo that his Lord (hip's continuance 
at the Mount, in preference to any other of the Settlements of the Com- 
pany on the Coaft, or to embarking on board one- of their (hips for Eu- 
rope, is a matter entirely of his own choice; 

28th Auguft. 190. On the fame day that we wrote to Lord Pigot, we received a 

Letter from Sir Edward Hughes, informing us, that Lord Pigot had 
claimed the protection of the King's flag, and in confequence, that he 
required in his Majefty's name, that Major Home fhould be ordered to 
give his Lordfliipfafe conduit to his Majefty's (hip the Salifbury. 

s6th Auguft. 19 *• Previous to the receipt of this Letter, we had explained to Sir 

Edward Hughes, in the fulleft manner, the fituation that affairs were 
in, and the caufes which had driven us to the necefEcy of putting Lord 
Pigot in arreft, as your Honors will be pleafed to obferve on reference 
to our Letter to Sir Edward of the 26th Auguft. 

4th Septem- >9 2 - * n confequence of the above requifition of Sir Edward Hughes, 
bcr. we informed him, that having taken his Letter into our mod ferious 

confidcration, we thought it neceflary, before we returned a precife and 
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pofitive anfwer, totequeft he would be pleafed to inform us, what fecu- 
rity he could give us, who were intruded with the interefts and affairs of 
the Company under this Prefidency, and with the prefervation of the 
public peace, that the tranquillity of the Coaft, fo perfectly eftabliftied, 
fhould not be endangered by our confenting to the remdval of Lord 
Figot from under our own authority, 

193. To this Sir Edward replied, that the requifnroh and fafe conduft 6th Septttf- 
for Lord Pigot to his fhip being made by him in the name of the King*, bov 

and as no terms could therefore be admitted on which to ground a com*- 
pliance with that requifition, • it followed, that no other anfwer could be 
given by him, who was intruded with the honor and dignity of his Ma- 
jefty's flag, to our queftion, than a repetition of what he before required, 
and which he then again required of us in the King's name, that Major 
Horne fhould be ordered to give Lord Pigot fafe conduit to the Salifbut-y, 
his Lordfliip having repeated his claim of prote&ion from hisMajefty's flag. 

194. In reply to- this Letter, we begged leave to obferve to Sir Ed- Ibid. '• 
ward Hughes, that Lord Pigot having, as app«M4 from fads already 
publiihed, by his illegal and arbitrary conduit fubverted the conftitution 

o£ the Company, and caufed confufion and divifion in the Settlement, the 
•maintenance of the Company's orders, as welt as the neceflity of public 
affairs, in our opinion, Juftified the ftep* which had been taken to prevent 
the farther progrefs of fuch proceedings. That the experience we had 
had of Lord Pigot's violent and impetuous difpofition (of which we 
gave (hiking proofs • in the affidavits of Lieutenant-Colonel Edington 
and Serjeant Shaw, read to Sir Edward at the Board, and of which he 
himfelf had fo recent an inftaace in the Letter of complaint written to • 
him by the Nabob the 3d June) obliged us to put fudf; reft r aims upon 
his Lord/hip's perfon as the public peace feeraed to require * and from • 
the fame motives we were induced, in anfwer to his Letter, to requeft he 
would inform us what fecurity he could give, that the tranquillity of the 
Co a ft fhould not be endangered, by our confenting to the removal of 
Lord Pigot from under -our own authority. • That fince he was pleafed 
to decline giving to us any fecurity whatfoever in confequence of thac 
requeft, that we were under the neceflity of acquainting him, that we - 
could not, confidently with the important truft repofed in us, comply 
with the requifition he had again repeated, that Major Home fhould be 
ordered to give Lord Pigot fafe conduft to his fhip. That as loyal 
fubje&s to his Majefty, and faithful fervants to the Company, we fhould 
always fhew the greateft veneration to the facred name of his Majefty, 
and the utmoft refpett to the Britifh flag, but that having no proof 
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before us, that his Majefty empowered any of his officers to require the 
removal of any fervanc of the Company, in a fimilar fituation with Lord 
Pigot, from under the authority of the Company's Government, we 
begged leave to add that as another reafon why we would not comply 
with the requilition he had made. 

9th Septem- *95- We received a final anfwer from Sir Edward Hughes, wherein 
ten - he lays, thac he fhould have been difappointed to have been told we -had 
any proofs before us, that his Majefty had empowered any of his officers 
to require the removal of any fervant of the Company, in a fimilar fituation 
with Lord Pigot, from under the authority of the Company's Govern- 
jnent, as he believed the cafe to be unexampled. That as we thought 
we could not, confidently with the important truft repofed in us, comply 
with the requifition made by him in the name of His Majefty, a name by 
him deemed very high fecurity, and which he had a power to ufe in 
national concerns of the utmoft importance, and as he felt in his own 
mind chat he had done his duty to his Majefty and to his country in 
making the requifition, he had only to add, that we had taken on 
ourfelves any and akltahe ill confequences which might arife from the 
xcfufaL 

* 

196. Before we quit this fubjedt, it may not be unneceflary to remark 
120 your Honors, that having furniihed Sir Edward Hughes, immediately 
after our refuming the executive powers of Government, with a copy of 
the proclamation, and extra&s of our Confutations explaining the motives 
4>f our conduit, he addreffed us a Letter in anfwer to one v/hich accom- 
panied thofc papers, wherein he fays f u That being ordered by his Ma- 
" jefty to Joodqtianicate confidentially with the Government of this 

Prefidenc^ifct the good of the common caufe, and for the welfare 
and intereft of the Company, he fhould join in all meafures tending 

" to thofc deGrable ends, whenever we might find proper to call upon 

" him for afiiftance." 

197. Having now given your Honors a complete and faithful narra- 
tive of our proceedings, we (hall beg leave to make fome few remarks 
thereon • 

« 

198. The fads here laid before you fpeak fo ftrongly for themfelves, 
and we have fo much confidence in the juftice and candor with which they 
.will be examined*, that we feel no pain about the event. 

s 
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199- The condufl we have purfued, from the time thefe unhappy divi- 
fions firft appeared, has been direfted folely to your intt reft and advantage. 
Whilft forbearance and moderation were capable of ftemming the violence 
which oppofed us, we obferved them to a degree bordering upon a 
miftaken lenity. We knew our own powers as a Majority of your Council 
were efficient. We might have crufhed the fiift attemp:s that were made 
upon our constitutional rights, and perhaps it would have been better 
if we had done fo ; but wifhing above all things to avoid extremities, we 
proceeded upon the plan of moderation we had adopted in the beginning, 
"the only effedi oPwhich was to haften thofe violent and illegal proceed- 
ings that foon after followed. 

200. Your Honois will perceive, on reference to our Minutes, that 
Lord Pigot began early to maintain very extraordinary opinions con- 
cerning his authority as Prefident of the Council ; he declared that no 
Refolution of the Majority could pafs into an aft without his concurrence ; 
that he would refufe to put queftions regularly moved by any Member of 
the Board 5 that he would adjourn the Council when he pleafed, though 
contrary to the opinion of the Majority •> that he was at liberty to refufe 
figning any Letter agreed upon by a Majority, if he himfelf difipproved 
of it ; that all bufinris of the Board mud originate with him, and no- 
thing could be deemed an Aft of, Government without his concurrence. 

201. We may fafely venture to affirm, that none of thefe pofitions can 
be fupported on any ground whatfbever. They are exprefsly contrary t<» 
the Commiflion of Government, to the (landing orders of the Company, 
and to the univerfaj pra&ice of all your Prefidencies. v They tend fepa- 
rately and colle&ively to take away all authority from the Council, and 
to place it in the hands of the Prefident only. No man can prudently be 
trufted with fuel) unlimited power in the management of your affairs \ 
want of capacity, integrity, or judgment, might involve them in ruin 
before any remedy could be applied. 

202. But fortunately for the Company, the fyftem of Government 
which they have eftablifhed is founded on wifer principles, and laid down 
too clearly to be miftaken. The Commiflion of Government vefts the fu- 
preme dire&ion of the Company's affairs under this Prefidency, fubjeft to 
the reftriftions of the late Aft of Parliament, in a Prefident and Council, 
or the major part of them. The Governor's feparate commiflion of Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief of the Fort commands him to obey all 
orders he may receive from the Board. The (landing orders of the Com- 
pany are in thefe words : " Whatever (hall be agreed on by the Majority 
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fliall be adeemed the order by which each one is to aft, and accordingly 
every individual pcrfon, even the dififenters themfelves, are to perform 
their parts in profecution thereof ; and in fo doing they do their duty, 
" and mult not be blamed for the event." And the late Aft of Parliament 
for eftablifhing certain regulations for the better management of the affairs 
of the Eaft- India Company, as well in Europe as in India, exprefsly fays, 
" And be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, that in all cafes wherein 
" any difference of opinion (hall arife upon any Queftion propofed in Con- 
" fultation, the faid Governor-General and Council fhall be bound and 
concluded by the opinion and decifion of the major part of thofe 
prefent.' 




203. Your Honors may well fuppofe we were exceedingly alarmed at 
the doftrines infifted on by Lord Pigot in oppofition to thefe orders, with 
which he was perfeftly acquainted. We knew the violence of his temper, 
and were apprehenfive of the effeft. Our conduit on this trying occafion 
was moderate, yet we hope fufficiently firm. We refolved at all events 
to affert the conftitutional rights, of the Government. Lord Pigot on his 
part was obftinately fixed to his purpofe, and finding that all other efforts 
to overcome our refolutions were vain, he proceeded, in direft violation 
of your orders, and of every principle of juftice, to that mod extraordi- 
nary aft, by which he attempted to force Meffieurs Stratton and Brooke 
from the Council. 

204. The fcheme was preconcerted, and the paper which he brought 
forth, and read as a charge againft thofe gentlemen, w*fe prepared before 
the order to the Secretary was figned by any Member of the Board. We 
beg your particular attention to this part of the Proceedings. The aft on 
which Lord Pigot founded what he terms a charge, was the aft of a Ma- 
jority of the Board, intended to give effeft to a refolution formally pa fled ; 

. every Member of the Majority therefore was equally concerned with Mef- 
fieurs Stratton and Brooke, and Lord Pigot might with equal juftice have 
.read the fame charge againft them all. 

205. Your Honors will be pleafed to obferve, that the order to the 
Secretary to fign the inftruftions to Colonel Stuart was written in confe- 

. quence of Lord Pigot's refufing to put his name to them, and declaring 
thaj they could have no effeft without his fignature, although they were 
approved by the Majority, This expedient was propofed out of tender- 
nefs to Lord Pigor, who by fuch refuial had afforded grounds for a real 

.charge againft himfelf 5 yet (landing in this predicament, he could without 
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the lead remorfe conftrue an aft of delicacy and tendernefs towards him* 
fclfinto a ciime, upon which, by the fame inhumanity, he propofed to 
ruin thofe gentlemen whom he charged with ; and notwithftanding he de- 
prived them of their voices, could vote himfelf, although the accufer. 

206. Without confidering the unparalleled violence of this whole pro- 
ceeding, by which Lord Pigot attempted to free himfelf from the reftraint 
of thofe who oppofed him, we appeal to your Honors whether a man, 
who could fhew fo great a depravity of mind, was fit to be trufted in that 
high office, wherein his power to do injury was equal to his inclination. 

207. We confefs that the conduft of Lord Pigot was fo alarming to us, 
that we could not think of afting any longer in conjunftion with him. When 
he had proceeded fo far as to declare Meffieurs Stratton and Brooke fuf- 
pended from the fervice, to publifli that pretended fufpenfion to the mili- 
tary m general orders, by his own authority, as the Aft of the Prefident and 
Council, and to leave the names of thofe two gentlemen put of the fum- 
mons for aflembling the Council the next day, we then plainly faw he 
was determined, at every rilk and by every violence, to fecure a Majority ; 
and as we had protefted againft the illegality of the proceeding relative 
to Meffieurs Stratton and Brooke, we could not with any propriety attend 
a fummons in which their names were left out. And indeed we have great 
reafon to believe, if we had gone to Council with Meffieurs Stratton and 
Brooke, and claimed the feats of thofe two gentlemen, that an order was 
Co have been given by Lord Pigot to feize them by a military force, a mea- 
fure which would have effectually anfwered his Lordihip's purpofes. 

208. We cannot doubt but the arguments ufed in the courfe of this Ad- 
drefs will be fufficiently ftrong to convince you, that the meafures we have 
taken were indifpenfably neceflary in this dangerous and critical fituation of 
your Government. Could we have thought that any expedient lefs firm and 
decifive would have had the fame effeft, we fhould certainly have adopted 
it 1 but we truft, upon a due confideration of all the circumftances, that the 
remedy will not appear too violent for the difeafe. A man who fo far 
forgets his duty to his Employers as to proceed in open defiance of their 
orders and authority, violates that commiffion under which he alls, and 
wilfully throws himfelf out of their protection •, but if, under the fanftioa 
of that authority, he affumes to himfelf unwarrantable powers, and employs 
thofe powers in breaking through every principle of the constitution, in at- 
tempts to deftroy the public rights, and ruin the fortunes of men who 
are afting in the defence of it* when fuch a man, knowing himfelf 
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armed with an unlawful authority, deliberately orders the Commander in 
Chief, one of thofe perfons in.arreft, not for any military afl:, but for fup- 
porting the conftitution in his civil capacity as a Member of Government, 
and exhibits a pretended charge againft him, probably to affedt his life ; we 
fay, in fuch circumftances as thefe, when the State was in the mod imminent 
danger, what other alternative was left us ? 

209. The conduct of Lord Pigot towards the Nabob has been fo hoftile 
and oppreflive, that we cannot help requefting your particular attention to 
it. You have always confidered it as a point of the utmoft confequence 
to your welfare and profperity in India, and indeed it really is, to cultivate 
the friendfhip of this prince. His early connexion with the Company, and 
the ferviccs he has rendered them, claimed your diftinguifhed regard and 
protection, and he has hitherto had the good fortune to experience them 
to the utmoft extent of his wifhes ; but the treatment he has received from 
Lord Pigot personally has been fo difgraceful, fo unworthy his dignity 
as a prince, and his faithful attachment as a friend and ally of the Eng- 
lifh Nation, that it calls for the ftrongeft marks of your refentment. 

210. When this part of Lord Pigot's conduft comes under your confi- 
deration, we beg your reference to the Letter and Refolutions of the Go- 
vernor-General and Council of Bengal, which are ftrong and pointed on 
the fubjedt ; they wait on you numbers in the packet. If any further proof 
were required to (hew the fatal conlequences to be apprehended from 
Lord Pigot's violence to the Nabob, we, who were witneffes to the whole 
courfe of his proceedings, can take upon ourfelves to declare folemnly, 
that we think the Nabob would have been driven to the laft extremity of 
defpair, had Lord Pigot fucceeded in bis rafh and violate attempts ; nay 
to iuch a diftrafted ftate of mind was his Highnefs at length reduced, that 
he has been repeatedly heard to fay, in the prefence of his friends, that the 
perfdnal ill-treatment of Lbrd Pigot would be the caufe of his death, for 
that he neither could nor would iurvive the indignity and public difgrace 
that hisLordlhip was daily loading him with; and this too at a time when 
the material bufinefs of Tanjore was concluded, and his Lordfhip had 
nothing in commiffion from the Board to tranfaft with his Kighnefs. Proofs 
of this we can produce, as well as of a declaration made by the Nabob, 
before feveral refpeftable chara&ers, " 1 hat being determined not to live, 
•' his friends muft bear witnefs that Lord Pigot was the caufe of his 
" death." 
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211. Tke fituation of the Nabob, fince the arrival of your orders re- 
fpefting Tanjore, Has been full of uneafinefs. Thofc orders were con- 
ceived by him to be moft degrading to his dignity and honour ; he fen- 
fibly felt them as fuch *, yet his feelings never betrayed him into any aft, 
nor even into any cxpreffion, the leaft inconfiftent with his friendfhip and 
regard for the Company. — It was upon this account we were the more 
defirous of carrying your orders into execution with the greateft delicacy 
and attention ; but Lord Pigot, to whom this important bufinefs was in- 
truded, giving way to the violence of his temper, and inflamed by every 
little oppofition he met with, committed the moft flagrant alts of infult 
3nd injuftice upon the Nabob's managers and fervants ; yet fo ftrong 
has been the Nabob's attachment to the Company, lb fenfible hath he 
been of their paft favour and prote&ion, that even thefe repeated provo- 
cations only drew from him reprefentation.% complaining, indeed, in 
very ftrong terms of the conduft of Lord Pigot, but expreffing the ut~ 
moft confidence in the friendfhip andjuftice of the Company. And, 
upon thisoccafion, it may be neceflary to add, that the Nabob lent po* 
firive orders to all his managers and officers, to take care, at their peril, 
that none of his Seapoys (hould fire a mufket, or otherwife oppofe any 
orders his Lordfhip might think proper to give ; and the fame injunctions 
were given to all his principal people. 

212. In the prefent unhappy fituation of public affairs at home, it 
is pofiible we may be involved in a war with France, and that this Coaft 
might early feel the effe&s of it ; it appears therefore of the greateft im- 
portance to you to ftrengthen and improve that connexion with the Na- 
bob, which has been fo much endangered by the rafh and imprudent 
conduct of Lord Pigot, and to which our conftant attention fhall be 
paid. 

213. And here we think it neceflary to remark, that although the Na- 
bob and this Government have fometimes differed on matters of real im- 
portance, yet we believe, from the conduit he has obferved at a time when 
he looked upon himfelf as injured in the greateft degree by your orders 
relative to Tanjore, that his difpofition towards the Englilh Nation and 
the Company is fuch as may be depended upon, as his prefent fituation 
differs greatly from what it was laft year* It were to be. wifhed, indeed, 
that the Nabob would confent to the maintenance of a general force for 
the defence of the Carnatic, but we fear the prefent time is not favour* 
able for it. His infantry, it is true, by being difperfed lofe their difci- 
pline ; but his cavalry, if occafion (hould require, might be found of 
real fervice in the field ; and we have every reafon to believe, that if his 
afiiftance were required, he would moft readily grant it to us. No reduc- 
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tion however of his trpops can at this time be made, as the ihcreafing; 
power of Hyder Ally Cawn, and the poffibility of a war with France, 
mnke it neceffary, for thefecurity of the Carnatic,. that the prefcnt efta- 
blilhrnent of his forces fhould be kept up- 

214. Your Honours will no doubt attend to Lord Pigot's argu- 
ments againft the admiffion of a previous queftion moved by Sir 
Robert Fletcher y. but we appeal to you, if we had any other mqde of 
knowing whether the Board would or would not allow us a day to con- 
fider, before we were forced to vote upon a queftion for the appoint* 
ment of a Chief and Council at Tanjore, a meafurc which was alto- 
gether new and extraordinary, and appeared to be in direct contradic- 
tion (as the Governor-General and Council of Beagal have fince 
declared) bpth to the fpirit and letter of your orders,-, But here it is* 
worthy of remark, that notwithftanding the late Prefident's refufal to* 
put the previous queftion moved by Sir Robert Fletcher*, and his argu- 
ments agaiHJl all previous queftions, he was th« perfon himfelf wbo 
moved 'the previous queftion, to which no one objected,, upon one of. 
Mr. Mackay's motions in tfiefe words, " That Mr. Mackay's queftion be 
u pow put" ; and you will likewife obferve,. a very, extraordinary 
amendment by LordPigot upon one of Mr. Mackay's motions, which: 
but ill agrees with his Lordlhip's arguments in his letter to your Hon- 
ours, when he attempts to fhew the difference between. this Board and. 

Public Affemblies. 

■ 

215. But indeed the whole of Lord Pigpt's conduft from the 
beginning has indicated a determined refolution in his Lordfliip to 
adt in fuch manner as he ihould think proper, without adverting to the 
constitution or even the eftabliihed rules and ufage of theferyice; a 
remarkable inftance of which occurred in his ratifying the public 
records of the Company. The day on which our letter to the Gover- 
nor-General and Council of Bengal, that accompanied copies of our 

. proceedings relative to Tanjore was read-, we, the majority of the Board, 
diredted the addition of two paragraphs to the letter; but Lord Pigot 
rtquejiing they might not be added, we entered a minute, which was twice 
read, to this effedt r " That the Prefident requefting the paragraph Ihould 
u not be added, the majority, out of compliment to him> refolved not 
u to infert them in the letter, but to enter them on the proceedings of 
* that day, for the information of the Governments-General at Bengal."' 
Thefe words were however erazed the next day by his own hand, with- 
out our knowledge, and the following inferted : *' The Prefident object- 
ing thereto, they ftand only in this place*. 
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2*6. This alteratiotvof the records, which' he never communicated to 
tfs, is a ftrong mark of the illegal, condu&of Lord Pigot, and the con- 1 
fequences which might enfueare too obvious to require enlargirigupon ; 
yet, when we refleft upon his faying at the Board, he would fupprefs or de-" 
firoy* when he fliould think proper, any letter addrefled to the Prefident* 
and Council, without ever communicating their contents to the Board ;' 
and on his repeated declarations, when feated as Prefident at the head' or 
the Council, " That the late Adt of Parliament, for the better management 
** of the affairs of the Eaft-India Company, was a vile aft," and that 
** The inftrudtions of the Company to the Governor-General and Coun- 
" cil of Bengal, w hich are equally binding upon this Prefidency, were ; 
** vile injlruftions," we had every reafon to apprehend his whole con- 
duit would be governed by fuch principles ; and the more particularly 
ib, as he had violated both in many inftances ;. one of which will, we* 
h6pe, clearly evince to your Honours the truth of the affertion. 

m 

217. Oft the 28th of March we received a letter from the Cover-- 
n©r-GeneraL and Council at Bengal, acquainting us, that the minifterial* 
party of the Marattas at Poonah would not liften to the propofaf^ 
made to them by Colonel Upton, who had been deputed thither by 
the Government-General, and in fliort that they were determined ta* 
hdar of peace on no conditions, that fhould not be exclusively honour* 
able and advantageous to themfelves. That the ministers having re- 
folvedto fend' their army again into the field, they (the Governor- 
General and Council) had no alternative left^. but a vigorous profe— 
cutfon of the war againft them in conjunction with RagonautRow,, 
for the fupport of whom they had taken every preparatory ftep that had- 
occurred to them for providing means to darry on the war with vigour 
and fuccefs.* That they recommended, to us to fuccour the Prefi- 
dency of Bombay with two battalion^ of Seapoys, or more if we could' 
Ipare them ; and particularly that we fliouid open a correfpondence 
with Nizam Ally Khan, Hyder Ally Khan, and Morarirow, and concur/ 
with them in ufing our joint efforts with thofe powers for the rerefta— 
blilhment- of Ragobah . 

218.. In cohfequence of this information from the Governor- 
General and Council of Bengal, of their intentions to profecute the war> 
againft the minifterial party of the Maratta State,- we ordered two bat- 
talions of Seapoys, then ftationed at Madura and Palamcotah, to hold * 
themfelves in readinefs to march to AnjengOr And as forces from the - t 
three Presidencies, might aft in conjunction in the expected war with* 
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f the-Marattas, General Fletcher, on the fuppofition that General Cover- 
ing could not be fpared from the avocations of Government at 
Bengal, begged leave to offer his fervices for conducing it. This wc 
accordingly communicated to the Governor-General and Council, and 
at the fame time informed them, that we were happy, in 'cafe of ex- 
tremity, to have, it in our , power to afford fuch able affiftance in the 
general caufe. 

219. The mdft material part however of the drre&ions of the Go- 
vernment-General, that of opening a correfpondence with the country 
powers before-mentioned for the re-eftabUfhmcnt of Ragobah* was 
entniftedto Lord Pigot, asPrefident of the Council. 

220. Not doubting in the leaft but that his Lordihip would 
carefully attend to a matter of fo Important a nature, as that of a 

; general war with ihe~Marattas, which, if unfucccfsful, might poffibly 
involve your affairs in India in utter ruin, we could not admit our- 
felves to doubt but that his Lordihip had taken the neceffary meafures 
oa the occafion. , 

221. "In this' however we were rriiftaken; for Lord Pigot, notwith- 
ftanding the then critical fituation of affairs and his promife to write 

• on his way to Tanjorc, never addreffed either of the abovementioned 
powers, or took any other ftep whatfoever to bring them to the 
favourable difpofition .towards Ragobah, fo earneftly wifhed for by 
the Governor-General and Council. Fortunately an accommodation 
fome time afterwards took place, which rendered any further exertions 
unneceffary.; fo that the evil confequences, which might otherwifc be, 

. apprehended from the very great inattention of Lord Pigot, were not 
felt, as they mdft probably would, had hostilities been again com- 

, menced, as had been at firft refolved upon. 

222. It is unnecelTary to remark to your Honours the criminality 
of fuch a conduct on the part of Lord Pigot, or to point out .to. you 
where it dire&ly violated the late A6t of Parliament, and the in- 
ftru&ionsof the Company to the Governor-General and Council of 
Bengal. 

223- In the fecond article of your inftru&kms -to the Governor* 
General and Council of Bengal, your Honours are pleafed to dire&, 
" That the Correfpondence with the Princes or Country Powers in India 
* c he. carried on by the Governor-General onlyj but that all letters 
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* to be fent by him be firft: approved in Council, and that he lay be- 
** fore the Council at their next meeting all letters received by him in 
** the courfe of fiich correspondence tor their information." Thefe 
inftrudions, as we have before obferved, we look upon as binding on 
all your Prefidencies in India equally with Bengal, as far as local cir- 
cumftances will admit. 

224. How far Lord Pigot has aded conformably either to the 
, letter or fpirk of thefe inftru&ions, we fhall fubmit to the confidera- 
tion of your Honours. We mean here only to remark, that his 
Lordfliip has frequently kept from us a knowledge of circumftancea 
relative to the Country Powers, that were materially connected with 
your interefts and the proiperity of the Carnatic. . One of which, in 
particular, was, the total overthrow of Morarirow by Hyder AJty Khan, 
and of the difgracefui punishment inflicted on Morarirow by Hyder 
when he took him prifoner. This his Lordfliip did not communicate 
Co us, although he knew that Morarirow was included in the treaty of 
Hydrabad, concluded in 1768 with Nizam Ally Khan, and that the in~ 
creafe of Hyder's power, in confequence of his fuccefs, might endanger 
the peace and tranquillity of theie parts unlefs timely prevented. 

2*5. We will not trefpafs longer on your Honours patience on 
this fubje&j we cannot however avoid requeuing your particular 
attention to a letter written by the Nabob to Lord Pigot, wherein he 
complains in very ftrong terms of his Lordfhip's conduct. This letter 
was not produced by Lord Pigot 'till we had received a copy of it 
cnclofed to us by Sir Edward Hughes, as mentioned in the firft part of 
this addrefs ; wherefore we may naturally conclude, that this, as it con- 
tained* a heavy charge againft himfelf, was one of thofe letters he deem* 
cd it neceffary to fupprefs j and that we lhould have remained igno- 
rant of it*s contents is very evident, had it not been conveyed to us 
through the channel of Sir Edward Hughes. 

2.26. On the a 2d of June Lord Pigot laid a draught of a letter be- 
fore us, which he propofed we 'fliould addrefs to your Honours by a 
conveyance which offered by the way of France. On our not approving 
of this letter, {which could be neither fatisfaftory to your Honours, 
or an explanation of the ftate of your affairs, and which aimed only at 
giving a partial impTeflion of the divifions amongft us) Lord Pigot 
thought proper to addrefs it to you from himfelf. We accordingly 
wrote you a lhort letter of the fame date, and forwarded it by the 
fame conveyance. Copies of both wait on you Numbers in the 

Packet. 
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227. In rhc $d paragraph of Lord Pigot's feparate letter yon will 
pleafe to obfcrve, that he declares exprefsly, " That the whole of his- 
u conduft, during the time he had been at Tanjore, had been fince 
*.* difapproved by a majority of the Council." As your Honours will 
not find on the records any vote of our difapprobation fo marked and 
decifive as you would fuppofe to have pafled on Lord Pigot'* conduit 
at Tanjore from his own declaration, you will of courfe be furprifed r 
that he fhould fb readily admit a majority's total difapprobation of fo 
important a duty. Lord Pigot muft have known, that a majority of 
the members of Adminiftration conftitutes the Government, and that 
the Government is your Representative ; — and further, that a con- 
demnation of his condudt from your Reprefentative was the condem- 
nation of the Company, until they fhould be pleafed finally to confirm 
or repeal it. In fuch circumftances, the readinefs with which Lore} 
Pigot in a manner anticipated our total difapprobation of his cbnduft at 
Tanjore, muft have proceeded from one or two caufes ; eithef he 
judged of the refult of our deliberation on his conduft after the various 
lights and explanations which daily arofe from the Nabob's complaints 
and the claims of others^ or,, by reprefenting to your Honours our total 
difapprobation of his condudl at Tanjore, (a chief part of which was 
the reftoration of the Rajah) he wifhed to make us appear to you as, 
fet in oppofition to that meafure. But the injuftice of fuch an inten- 
tion, if it really diftated the declaration, is heft difproved by the cir- 
cumftances of the cafe. If Lord Pigot favoured the meafure more 
zealoufly than we did, we certainly would net have left. him the fole 
and unreftrained power to put it in executions 

, 22&. In the courfe of the letter in queftion, Lord Pigot endeavoured 
to conned what he was pleafed to call the divifions among us — ^diffe- 
rence of opinion on the fubjeft of a letter from Mr. Paul Benfield of 
the 29th May, upon which different opinions were formed ia confe- 
rence of a clearer confideration of the fubje&. But previous to the 
confideration of that letter, and before Lord Pigot's return from Tan- 
jore, an event happened, which might have involved your affairs in the 
Carnatic ; we mean the feizure of the Dobbeer,. in the Nabob's countryv 
by a military force afting under the authority of Lord Pigot, who has 
fince juftified the aft in the ftrongeft terms in-one of his public letters 
to the Nabob,, as remarked by the Governor-General and Council of 
Bengal. On Lord Pigot's communication of this tranfaftipn to us on 
his return, fome of the members of the Board faw not the meafure in 
the fulnefs of it's critical extent ; but your Honours will obfcrve from 
the Nabob's letter how intimately that meafure was connected with 
the diftraftions which have fince prevailed between Lord Pigot and the 
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Nabobs Your Honours will lfkcwifc pleafe to obferve, that Lord Pi*- 
got might, by a more regular management at Tanjore, have faved your 
Government the very difagreeable difficulties in which we have been 
involved by the meafure which gave rife to Mr. BenfiekTs application 
of the 29th May. 

229. Having already begged your Honours would be referred to 
the letter and refolutions of the Governor-General and Council ac 
Bengal on Lord Pigot's conduct, it may not be unneceflary here to 
defire your particular attention to the 2d paragraph of that letter* 
wherein they take notice of a draught of a letter prefented to the Na- 
bob by Lord Pigot, and required to be written by him to his Lordlhip* 
containing an approval of his Lordfhip's condud, and an aflu ranee 
of forgivenefs for what had parted j and which they fay afforded them. 
a ftrong prefumption, that the offers the Rajah of Tanjore fo libe- 
rally had made, in oppofltion to his own intereft, might have bee* 
drawn from him by the fame indirect kind of influence. This we 
could not be afilired of at the time we received their letter j but we 
have fince his Lordfhip's arreft come at the knowledge of a letter to» 
his Dubafh, which proves to a certainty that the conje&ures* of the 
Government-General were not ill founded. This letter, together 
with copies of fome others from the fame perfon, will, without any 
comment on our part, (hew you the very difagreeable fltuation the 
Rajah of Tanjore has been reduced to, as well as the Nabob, by his 
Lordlhip's condudt. 

230. Another draught of a letter was laid before us by Lord Pigot 
a few days preceding his arreft, to be tranfmitted to your Honours by 
the Grenville $ but this we likewife difapproved, as his Lordlhip had 
proceeded upon the fame plan of partially reprefenting matters that 
be had in his feparate addTefs before-mentionecL 

231. We mean not here to enter into a difcuflion of" that Iett^.. 
or a refutation of many of the circumftances contained in it •, but as 
Lord Pigot has been pleafed to advance an implied accufation againft 
your Commander in Chief,, it is a jufticeweowe Sir Robert Fletcher 
on this occafion to declare to you, that his prudence, and the zeal 
which he has teftified from the beginning for the execution of your 
orders, muft fufB'ciently exculpate him from the conduft of which the 
late Prefident would impeach him upon mere and uncertain report: 
The very terms in which his Lordlhip flippoles one of the Nabob's family 
to inform againft Sir Robert, are totally diflimilar to the terms in. 
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*rtuch a native of this country would convey information. We mean 
not by this remark to offer an affroat to his Lordflup's veracity, we 
onlyVifli to fhew you, that the fpeech which his Lordfliip quotes from 
the mouth of one of the Nabob's family, is not like the ftile and man- 
ner of a native of this country, fo that we think it muft have been 
compofed by fome European for an impofition on his Lordfhip ; a 
circumftance that appears the more credible, from what his Lordfliip 
was pleafed to think on firft receiving the information ; for he fays 
exprefsly, cc That well knowing the artful and intriguing difpofitim from 
*' whence this information was receivedj your Prejident looked upon it as a 
if bait thrown out to amufe him to prevent his fetting out for Tanjore" 
Though it is very certain the packet for the Commimoners was opened 
by Lord Pigot, yet it contained nothing more than duplicates of the 
fame difpatches which were opened by Mr. Dupre in his government. 
The paragraphs were quoted on your records in Mr. Wynch's govern- 
tnent by*Mr. Stone in fupport of the Nabob, who knew long before 
the laft difputes that the Company had been pleafed to write fo 
ftrongly in favour of his rights. 

232. It is worthy of remark, that notwithftanding Lord Pigot 
declares this information was given him at the time of his departure to 
Tanjore the latter end of March laft, he never thought proper to 
mention a word of this to Sir Robert Fletcher, or to the Board, until 
the time when your Commander in Chief was unable to attend Coun- 
cil by a dangerous illnefs, from which it was apprehended he could 
not recover. We thought it at the fame time a duty due to his ho- 
nour to communicate to him, even in the extremity of ficknefs, a copy 
of his Lordftiip's accufation ; he received it in his bed, and jufti- 
fied himfelf from the charge, adding, cc That if he fhould recover 
€€ of his illnefs he ihould be ready to dilprove it to the world, and to 
4C convince every one, that any influence he had with the.Nabob was 
*' employed in (hewing his Highnefs the necefEty of complying with 
* the orders fent out by the Grenville." 


233. Sir Robert Fletcher has entered a minute on the fubjeft in 
consultation, to which we beg leave to refer your Honours. 

234. Mr. Mackay likewife begs leave to obferve, that the remark 
introduced by Lord Pigot in that letter, of Mr. Mackay's insignifican- 
cy as a member of the Council, he looks upon as the greateft com- 
pliment his Lordfliip could pay him, being convinced that if he was 
10 infignificant his Lordfhip would have thought it quite unneceflary 
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to have mentioned his name with any degree of rancour on the re- 
cords. Mr. Mackay always has, and always will declare himftlf an 
enemy to tyranny and oppreffion ; and to the oppofition he gave in 
Council to Lord Pigot and his affociates he is certain he is indebted 
for the above remark.. 

235. We cannot here help obferving to your Honours, that Mr* 
Dalrymple's violence, and arbitrary dodrines aflerted at the Board, are 
among the principal caufes of the continued fcenes of altercation and 
confufion in which we have long b*en involved ; and we are very forry 
to obferve, that it has long appeared clear to us, that Lord Pigot has 
been greatly governed by that gentleman in his publick conduft. Your 
Honours will perceive, upon the face of our proceedings, that the con- 
.du<5t of Mr. Dalrymple has been, in many inftances, complained of by 
fome of the members of the Board ; and Sir Robert Fletcfcer particu- 
larly was driven to the neceffity of declaring, that he would move to 
have his conduft taken into confideration ; but the indifpofition of Sir 
Robert, which followed foon after, was the caufe of the enquiry not 
taking place. 

236. As we have wifhed, in the courfe of this addrefs, to lay before 
your Honours the 'whole of our publick conduct towards Lord Pigot,, 
as well as the moft fecret motives that influenced us, we cannot here 
help obferving, (although the matter has been in fome degree already 

. difcufled) that confidering the mixt authority vefted in him, who, as- 
military Governor within the fort and town of Madras, was, in our 
opinion, fubjed to martial law for offences committed as Governor 
and Commander in Chief within the fort ; and alfo confidering Lord 
Pigot as the Prefident of the Council, whofe offences are to be judged 

• of by afts of Parliament, and by the inftruftions and regulations of the 
Eaft-India Company, or by the known laws of England ; upon all thefe 
accounts, we fay/ it became impoffible for us to bring any one fpecific 
charge of offence againft his Lordfhip, as in common cafes is, and ought 
ever to be known to a perfon in his fituation as foon after his confine- 
ment as poflible. We have given very minutely all the- circumftances 
that preceded the extraordinary exertion of power which we have been 
under the neceflity of making in our own defence, and that of the con- 
flitution, and for the peace of this Settlement and of the Carnatic. Be- 
fides this State neceffity, we think ourfelves juftified by the clear defi- 
nition of government, according to the pra&ice of every Prefidency in 
f B b b India, 
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^Tidta, according to the exprefs words in the bod)' of the commiffion of 
government, where we obferve, that the power over the officers and fol- 
diers, in the fortrefs and city, is faid to be in the Governor and Council, 
•or in the majority of the faid Council, according to every rational idea of 
what your wifdom could fuggeft ; where there may be any doubt as to 
the powers of the Prefident in himfelf, feparate from the Council, which 
,we cannot bring ourfelves to believe to be fuch, as that in our fituation, 
fo diftantfrom immediate red re fs from you, our fuperiors, Lord Pigot, 
or any Prefident, charged with crimes and offences of the nature 
•contained in the minutes of our confutations and letter, fliould have it in 
Jiis power to remain unalterably fixt in the chair, for years perhaps, dif- 
•treffing and impeding Government ; matter of the correfpondence with 
the country powers, refufing to join his name with the majority, and 
.aflerting that no queftion could be put, nor refolution of the Board 
.carried into execution, without his concurrence ; irritating the Prince of 
,the country, the ally of the Crown of Great Britain, and the friend of 
the Company ; fomenting a fchifm in government, and party violence 
in the Settlement, which might in its confequences encourage the neigh- 
bouring powers to take the advantage of fuch a fituation ; we cannot, 
we fay, bring ourfelves to imagine, that any fuch independent power 
xan refide in the Prefident of your Council ; on the contrary, that his 
name, and every authprity vefted in him (whatever may be his opinion 
; given by vote in Council) muft, according to the conftitution and ufage 
of the fervice, be annexed to every a<ft of government, that has the 
fandion of a majority of your Council. And we cannot help here ob- 
ferving, that in the body of his military commiffion, as Governor of this 
fort, and indeed by the exprefs terms of your inftru&ions, defining the 
Separate military powers of the Governor and the Commander in Chief, 
J^ord Pigot, as Governor of the fort, in every a& of authority, was 
iubjeft to the orders of the Governor and Council, which undoubtedly 
means the majority of the Council. Were it oeceflary to bring argu- 
ments from analogy, we need only refer you to the adt of Parliament 
already, mentioned, and to the mode of conducting bufinefs in the deli- 
berations of the Government-General at Bengal; where it is well known 
that almpft ever fince its eftablifliment, the government has been exer- 
cifed by the majority, and the Prefident or Governor-General has fcen 
. it his duty to fubmit and fign the refolutions he even diffented to. 
• 

z ,3 7. In refpedt to detaining Lord Pigot fo long in arreft, we muft 
^gainurge tojou, not to judge of us upon any feparate point, but Co 
confider the whole of our conduft, aqd the particular circumstances, pub- 
lick 
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Tick and private, applicable to Lord Pigot, arifing from the authority 
lie might dare to aflume as the fuppofed Governor, and from the 
•means which his large fortune might enable him to ufe, in order to 
gain the purpofes fuggefted by a natural violence and heat of temper, 
if he were at liberty, as a fervant of the Company, merely fufpended ; 
weighing likewife in our own minds the ftate of diftrefs and anxiety that 
this would occafion to the Nabob and to his family, we determined in all 
events to detain him under arreft, as an enemy to the State and to the 
Conftitution of the Company, for reafons of State, and in order to pre- 
ferve the peace of the Carnatic, which it is our duty in the firft place.to 
look to. We have at the fame time taken particular care that his 
arreft fliall be attended with as few inconveniences as the public truft in 
us will admit of. This appears from the daily reports from the Mount, 
Lord Pigot has permiffion to walk abroad when he is fo inclined, and 
to dine with his fon-in-law Mr. Monckton, at Mr. Manckton's houfe, 
whenever he thinks proper; befides, .his moft intimate friend, Mr. Dal- 
rymple, has been permitted to aflift him in his difpatches to England, 
and every paper, which he has as yet defired from the records, for his 
own juftification, has been granted him 9 and every one in the Settlement 
who chufes has daily accefs to him* 

238. And thus having difcufled, with as much candour as fincc- 
fity, the fubjeft of our late divifions, we fliall now draw this long 
addrefs to a conclufion, relying on the juftice of our caufe with the 
utmoft fecurity as to the judgment you may pafa, both as to our 
conduct and that of Lord Pigot's refpedtively. It is however neceflary 
to beg your attention to the letters we fhall addrefs you from the Civil 

- and . Revenue Departments, wherein your Honours will find muph mat- 
ter on the fame fubjedt ; and fuch, if it is eflential, you ihould take 
into your moft ferious confideration. 

239. Since writing the foregoing, we have received a letter from 
Jvtr.PaulBenfield, from Tanjore, to the following effedt : That having 
never given caufe to Lord Pigot to draw his refentment on him, he 
was at a lofs to find out the realbn why his Lordfliip ihould be induced 
to take meafures againft him fo injurious to his credit and fortune, as 
lie had already reprefented to the Board. That he had however fince 
perceived, that his Lordfhip's views in fo doing were interefted, and 
that it was his own good, not that of the Company, he purfued in 
<hofe meafures during his late adminiftration. That as a fervant .to 

the Company, and wiftiing to bring to light the true motives of 
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Lord Pigot 's publick conduct, as well as in juftice to himfelf, he toot 
occafion to inform us, that he had arrived at the knowledge of certain 
tranfa&ions of Lord Pigot, fuch as his obtaining very large fums of 
money, jewels and plate to a very great amount, from Indian Princes, 
contrary to covenants and the repeated orders of the Company, and 
which conftituted him guilty of an infringement of the late adt of 
Parliament. — That as he was refolved to take every legal method, by 
profecution or otherwife here and in England, to prove beyond a doubt 
fuch delinquency and breach of public truft in his Lordfhip y and as he 
Ihould have occafion to apply to us to obtain certain evidences redding 
within the bounds of Tanjore, or in places belonging to his Highnefs 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, that he trufted he fliould meet with our 
affiftance and fupport.— That he thought it his duty nbt only to make 
thofe reprefentations to us, but that fhey might be known to Lord 
Pigot himfelf, againft whom he meant to commence profecutions be- 
fore courts competent in fuch cafes. 

240. In anfvver to this letter from Mr. Benfield we informed him, 
that we did not understand what he meant by the words obtaining evidence* 
—That the only way we could ad:, was to recommend to the Princes 
in alliance with the Company to permit fuch of their fubje&s to come 
to this place, as might be neceflary to give evidence in any fuits he 
might think proper to prefer againft Lord Pigot, without our inter- 
fering in any other refpedfc either by our authority or influence.— 
That we Ihould tranfmit a copy of his letter, with our anfwer, to Major 
Home, in order that he might communicate the fame to Lord Pigot. 

941* On this fubjeft we (hall for the prefent remain filent; and 
having, in every circumftance relative to Lord Pigot treated him with 
the utmoft candour, we will not even venture at hazarding an opinion 
until the falls are more fully brought to view. 

We are, Honourable, 

Your faithful humble fervants, 

Fort St. George, Geo. Stratton 

84th September, 1776^ Henry Brooke 

Rob*« Fletcher 

Charles Floyer 
Archdale Palmer 
Geo. Mackay. 
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Fort St. George General Letter, dated 10th Oftober, 1776* 
Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30th March, 1777. 

To the Honourable the Court of Direllorsfor Affairs of the Honourable the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the E($-Indies. 

Honourable, 

Par. 1. Since doling our general difpatches t& your Honours of 
the 24th and 26th ultimo* we have received two letters from the Rajah 
of Tanjore, copies of which now wait on you enclofed. 

a. On reference to our proceedings of confutation in the civil de- 
partment 28th June, your Honours will be pleafed to obferve, that 
among the many reafons urged by Lord Pigot for the appoint* 
ment of a Chief and Council at Tanjore, the particular defire of 
the Rajah is mentioned as a principal one, who, he informed us, was fa 
u Sincerely defirous of ftrengthening his connexion • with the Com- 
u pany by every means in his power, that it would be agreeable to him. 
" if the Company would fend proper perfons ta attempt an fnveftment 
t€ in his country* where they might be fure of meeting with every fup^ 
** port and afliftance that could be received from his authority." How 
far this aflertion of Lord Pigot accords with matter of fatt your Ho- 
nours will be able to judge from the papers now before you. The Ra- 
jah's diflike to the appointment of either a Chief and Council or Re- 
fident is evident from his letters, wherein; you will be pleafed to obfecve 
ke exprefies an anxious define to have the free and uncontrolled govern* 
ment of his country in his own hands. We wHl not enter into a dif- 
cuffioa of the reaibns, which might have induced Lord Pigot to recona- 
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mend the appointment of a Chieflhip or Refidency at Tanjore, or of 
the motives which afterwards led him to an obftinate perfeverance in 
fupport of that meafure ; it will be fufficient to remark, that it clearly 
appears to us from the Rajah's letters to have been propofed without 

his concurrence. 

» 

3. The reafbns we urged againft this favourite project of Lord Pi- 
got, as we could not view it otherwife than an interference with the Ra- 
jah's government, will, we are convinced, meet with the entire appro- 
bation of your Honours, They were in every refpeft conformable to 
your commands of the 12th April* 1775, per Grenville, and, as it has 
fince appeared, to the fentiments of the Governor-General and Council at 
Bengal, who, on taking the fubjedt into confideration,have thoughtproper 
efcprefely to declare, " That they fliould confider any authority given 
" to interfere in the affairs of that government as a breach of your 
cc pofitive orders, and that an appointment, fuch as propofed by Lord 
€€ Pigot, was too liable to fugged to the neighbouring powers the 
" apprehenfion, that the ad for reftoring the Rajah of Tanjore to the 
€€ pofieflion of his dominions, was only a pretence for veiling the fove- 
iC reignty and government of that country in the Company under the 
u name of the Rajah. 

4. We have likewife received a letter from the Nabob, informing lis, 
that Lord Pigot, in a publick letter of the 25th June, advifed him of the 
refolution of the Board, <c That he was entitled to the Government-ftiare 
of the laft year's crop in the Tanjore country, but that his Lordfliip had 
privately fent him an Englifh draught of a letter fome days after that 
rcfblutioFi had parted, (which we obferve to your Honours was without 
the knowledge of the Board, and in oppofition to a refolution of a great 
majority of the Board) written in his own hand, which he defired 
his Highnefs would addrefs to him, containing a propofal to let hi* 
claim to the Government-lhare of the laft year's crop ia the Tanjore 
country remain as it was until your pleafwe (hould be known* A 
copy of this is a number in the packet, and needs no other comment 
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than what will occur on reading the paragraph of the letter from the 
Governor-General and Council of Bengal, which relates to a fimilar one 
delivered by Lord Pigot to the Nabob, and of which a copy is alio a 
number in the packet. 

5. After having taken up perhaps too much of your time with re* 
fpcft to the nature of the claims on the Tanjore country whilft the Na- 
bob was mailer of it, we fhall only add, that when we gave our opinion 
on this bufinefs, we defired Lord Pigot would acquaint the Rajah, "That 
" we recommended to him to fee juftice done, leaving the manner 
** and time to himfelf *" but as we do' not think it likely the Rajah 
will give the Nabob any fatisfa&ion in this matter without your inter- 
ference, we lhall wait your orders on this fubjcdb 

6. Were there not already a fufficient number of inftances ftated >to 
your Honours of the arbitrary and illegal conduft of Lord Pigot, thcfe 
would be of themfelves enough to (hew you the very ferious difficult 
ties in which your affairs Would thereby have been involved. 

7. Since writing the aforegoing, we have received a letter from the 
Governor-General and Council at Bengal, dated the tothof laft month, 
together with paragraph of your commands to them by the Lionefs, 
both of which confirm, in the am pled manner, the propriety of the line 
we have been compelled to take as a majority of the Council. A copy 
of their letter waits on your Honour? enclofed. 

8. A letter has been addreffed to Lord Pigot by the Governor-Gene- 
ral and Council at Bengal to the fame effett as that we have received, 
and likewife one to Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, requefting his aid 
and afliftance, if neceflary, in uniting with them in the fupport of our 
authority and government. 

9. Sir Robert Fletcher a few days ago made application to us for 
leave to proceed to the Cape of Good Hope in the Greenwich for the 
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recovery «f his health, which has for feme time pad been in a ve#y de- 
clining ftate. Although we were much concerned at the caufe of this 
requeft, which was likely to produce the temporary abfence of Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher, from whofe zeal and abilities the Company have reaped 
great femce, yet the neceffity appeared fo urgent from the Surgeon's 
Certificate, that we could not hefitatea moment in giving him our per, 
million. As foon as Lord Pigot was informed of this ftep, he addreflcd 
a letter to Sir Edward Hughes, acquainting him, that Sir Robert Flet- 
cher had been ordered in arreft the a$d of Auguft by bimfelf and the 
Members of Council, and that as he had not been legally releafed, his 
Lordfoip defired him to inform us, that he (hould hold us refponfible for 
all die comequenoes that might enfue fron> our permitting him to re- 
move out of thejurifdiaion of the military authority eftablifljcd by aft of 
Parliament, Apprehenfive however that this reprefcntation would not 
be fumcientto delay Sir Robert's departure for the Cape, bis Lordfliip 
at the fame time filed a bill of complaint again ft him in the Mayor's 
Court for falfe imprifooment, laid his damages at 200,000 1. and prayed 
the Court to ifiuc a writ of Ne exeat Regnum. 

io» Although we were before well acquainted with Lord Pigot'* 
difpofition, we did not conceive him fo void of humanity as he has 
Ihewn himfelf in this inftance. The means which his Lordfliip has 
taken to prevent Sir Robert Fletcher from going to the Cape are 
not confined to the fofc caufe of obtaining juftice ; they appear evi- 
dently to be founded on perfbnal pique and refentment, and *o grati- 
fy thefe he is at no pains to conceal the fpirit by which he is actu- 
ated. His Lordmip, at the head of a minority of the Members of 
Government, having violently ufurped the powers of the whole Board 
had the cruelty to order Sir Robert Fletcher in arreft on the aid Au- 
guft, under all the ufual formalities, for a foppofcd capital crime 
while be was lying upon his bed in the mod dangerous ftate of health ; 
ftitt perfevering in the fame temper towards Sir Robert, he is not con- 
tent with filing a fuit againft him for exceffive damages, but he makes 
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this illegal arreft a pretence for keeping him in the Settlement at a 
time when he is told by his phyficians, that a voyage to the Cape is 
neceflary for his recovery,. 

j i . Sir Robert Fletcher is now better- than when he applied to usf 

for leave to go to the Cape, and if he continues, to mend,, he intends, 
to flay with us, and not to go thither*. 

12. We (half add no further comment upon Lord' Pigot's con- 
duit than to obferve, that we daily, even hourly, fee reafons fufficient 
to convince us of the propriety of having taken from Kim that ufiirp*- 
ed power, which he had the will to employ in facrificing every thing* 
to his perfbnal refentment. We beg leave to enclofe copies of Sir 
Edward Hughes's letter on this occafibn to us, . and our anfwer ; alfd 
copy of the letter from Lord- Pigpt to Sir Edward Hughes, 
Your Honours will no doubt remark the peculiar, impropriety of 
Lord Pigot's writing, and of Sir Edward Hughes's forwarding to us, 
a letter difavowing our authority, after they had both received infor- 
mation from the Governor-General and Council approving the mea- 
fures we had taken, and expreffing their firm refolution to fupport 
the authority of our Government. 

13. Sir Robert Fletcher and Mr. Jourdan having delivered in a 
joint minute, propofing that more members be added to the Council, 
it was refolved by a majority in the negative. We enclofe copy of 
their minute, and of the minute delivered in by the Prefident y and fub- 
fcribed to by the other members of the majority; alfo copy of the 
minute patted the 29th Auguft, relative to the vacancies in the Com- 
mittee of Circuit and thofe of the Council. 

» 

14. The Governor-General and Council at Bengal have thought 
it neceflary to write a letter upon the aft ofgrrejling Lord Pigot to all 

our 
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6ur northern Settlements, a copy of which we think it material to 
tranlmit to your Honours a number in the packet. 

We are, 

Honourable, . 

Fort St. George, Your faithful humble fervants,. 

0&obcrthe*ioth,.i776.. 

Geo. Stratton 

Henry Brooke - 

Rob. Fletcher 

Archdale Palmerr 

Francis Jourdan 

Geo. Mackay* 

Number 2*. 
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Letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, dated 25/i September, 1776- 
Received over-knd by Lieutenant -Colonel Capper, ^oth March, '777^ 

Tranjlation qf a Marat ta Letter from Tuljaujee Maharajah to the Honourable 
George Stratton, Efquire, Prejtdent and Governor, f &c. Council at Fort Sri. 
George, dated the 2 $th September, 1776.. 

ON the 16th of this month T received : your- favour dated the 
7 th inftant, and I was greatly rejoiced at it 5 wherein you wrote me, that : 
fbme time. ago, . in a letter that was written by Lord Pigot, was men* 
tioned the determination of the Governor and Council that was made 
on account of Mr. . BenfiekTs affairs, that I muft a£t according to* 
juftice, and that if L perufed the letter in which the opinion of the 
Governor and Council was given, I Ihould know that I am obliged *o> 
make the payments* . 

Oh. 


* ■ 


Qp the fubjeft of Mr. Benfield's affair* Lord Pigct did not writ* 
me any letter I never knew any thing concerning it * hefide*, J do n« 
underftand the determination of the Board; therefore if you will be 
pleafed to fend me copies of Lord Pigot's letter, and the determi- 
nation of the Board, I will examine into the affairs and tranfaxSt it 
according tJ juftice : whatever is agreeable to you will be perfedtly 
fo to me. You are fcnfible of all things. 

What can I iay more) 

A truf Copy. "R. J. SUUVAN, Secretary. 

Number 3. 
(Letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, dated z6ib September , 1776. 
Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, ^ath March, 1777* 

"Tranjlation of a Marat t a Letter from ftuljaujee* Maharab offanjore, to the 
the Honourable George Stratton, Ejquire, frejtdent and Governor, &c* 
Council of fir* St* George Jfited zfyb September^ 177$. 

I WRITE p*m.culat*y in anfrer to yqur letter dated 7**1 SgxeTOte* 

wherein you mentioned, fh»t « c I would pn all occa&ons open my 

mind to you, and without the leaft referve eKprefs what I with > a* 1c 

* is your earneft defire, as well as that of the Council, to make me 

and my people happy and consented ; and that if I have any grie- 
vance, to inform you ;" when I have ftjch friends as you and the Coun* 
<cii to fiippoit 9& and my credit, to whom fhould I otheptfife apply I 

You mnu me, that you an£ the Coaacii were unfiling to ap- 
point a Chittf and Council or Refideat hwe ; Kfhat occafion wa$ there 
for Atffe ml WFtiWftffifflt* w4 wfcaj: Wm*k h&i th*y ft* 49 bwe } 
"Some time ago I had the misfortune to difagre* w&* $&e Nafeeb* 
and by that my Government affairs, with refped to the repair of the 
A^necut, &c. were hindered by fome of my enemies. As I am under 
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the prote&ion of the Honourable Company, it is neceffary that they 
fhould protect me from the perplexities of my enemies. I had ap- 
plied to Lord Pigot in order to affift me in my Government affairs, 
upon that I do not know what has palled * now my defir^ is, that 
your Honour, &c» fhould be careful that there fhould not be any dis- 
turbance in my Government, and that I may have full power to govera 
the country freely, without having any troubles of my enemies > the 
hesvincfs of tranfading according to my requeft is upon you and the 
Council, you know it perfe&ly well. 

You mentioned in your letter, that it had been reprefcnted to you 
that my mind was difturbed with fears and alarms ; there wa& no caufe 
for any fuch thing; befidcs, how can I be under fears at any time, 
•when the Honourable Company (who had faved me from afl fears) 
are in power to affift me and my generations ? Befidcs, what reafbn 
have I to be concerned* when I am cqrtapi that there will not happen 
any difturbance ? for what they have done mud: remain as long as {ho 
fun and moon endure, and that I am eafy by their fhewing me favour 
and friendfhip. Haw much do I commend them for their humanity 
and favour, in reftoring me to my country, and eftablifhing me in it. 
You will be pleafed to inform the Honourable Company of my firm at* 
tachment to them, fo that my Government may be fettled for ever;, 
and you will acquaint me of their goodnefs that I may be happy^ 

You wrote me concerning the Vackeels and Dubafh % I did not take 
them into my fervice by the recommendation of' any perfon, but myfelf 
took them into the bufinefs; but having reafon to form fufpicions of 
them, I have difmified Rudraja Pundut, Yackeel^ and Oppcta, Dubalfe. 

Concerning the Vackeel^ duty, my Vackeel> the fon of Shambaujee 
Pundut, is waiting upon you, therefore I have no bufinefs to take any 
Dubafti in that duty. 
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You will be pleafed to write letters to me in Marattas, as Is 
ufual, which will be eafy for me. 

You mentioned in your letter that nobody had any authority from 
you to interfere in my bufinefs, and for the fame account you gave 
ftridt orders to your Dubafh ; and alfo you aflure rtie of your good 
intentions, and that it is your determined resolution to fupport me ia 
my government to the utmoft of your power. You will be pleafed 
to prated me, that I may carry on the government affairs eafily with- 
out any one giving me trouble. 

As you are wifhing for my happinefs and long life, I can have no 
concern whatever, and am quite eafy, finee I am to be Supported byr 
the Honourable Company ; and as I have thefe affurances from you I 
am eafy, without taking any consideration into my head* Be pleafed 
to continue to protect me in all my affairs. You are fenfible of alt 
things*. 

What can I fay more ? 


A true Copy. 


R. J. SUUVAN* Secretary, 


Number 4* 

Letter from the Nabob, with Draughts of Letters given him by Lord Pigpt< 

Received over- fond by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper , 30th March, 1777* 


Tranflation of a Letter from the Nabob to Governor Stratton, dated and 

received $dO£lober 9 1776. 

I HAVE received your letter of the 14th September * The fatis- 
fadtion you exprefs on the declaration I make,, in being ready to 
unite in whatever may be for the benefit and advantage of the Carnatic, 
and the interefU of the Company, is a mark of the fincerity of your 

friendihip 
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friendflrip and makes me very happy. I mail always be obliged to the 
Company, and am and will be united with them whether in good or 
bad times ; and fhall always confider their advantages and interefts as 
one and the fame with my own. You write, « That I may be affured k 
*« will always be your greateft pleafure to pay attention to my honour 
« and dignity, and you hope that in future I fhalt have no occafion to 
" complain of the conduct of the Company's fervants." I am much 
obliged to you for this declaration ; as my friendfliip with the Company 
and Englifh Nation has fubfifted thro' a length of years, both in bad 
and good times, in full force, has even from the beginning been tha 
fame, has been found true on the touchftone of trial, and will in future^ 
with the bleffing of God, continue the fame in me and my children, 
I entertain hopes on this ground of receiving from the Company's 
agents fuch attentions as your Letter exprefies; but further I have 
always, from the commencement of my friendfhip with the Company 
and the Engliih Nation, flattered myfelf with hopes of increafe of 
honours and the prefervation of my own rights. I had no perfonal 
diflike to Lord Pigot, my diflike was to his conduct, in which it ap- 
peared he was bent to leffen my honour, to difgrace me, and to deftroy 
my rights, for which I look for juftice to my good friends. I fend 
you, agreeably to your defire, copies of my letters of the 16th July and 
17th Auguft, which Lord Pigot did not give to the Council. 

Sir, among other particulars of Lord Pigot's conduct, one was, that 
from the beginning he did not approve of my writing to the Gover- 
nor and Council, and told me not to write without (hewing him the 
draughts of my letters ; and if I wrote, and he approved of my letters, 
he mewed them to the Council, but if he difapproved of them, he did 
not deliver them in to the Board ; perhaps then he may not have de- 
livered in many of my letters that were difagreeable to himfelf. His 
Lordfhip was exceedingly difpleafed with my letter of the 12th of Fe- 
bruary laft, fetting forth to the Company the real ftate of matters here 

with 
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-vftth tefpe& to tWe affairs of Tanjorc, and told me not to write in foch 
terms ; but to write a fliort letter, declaring, " That in compliance with 
** Lord Pigot's reprefentation I had contented, and that I fhould atv 
" tend to what he might fay ;" but I reprefented all the circumstances 
of that affair to the Company. For thefe reafoas, being aware of Lord 
Pigot's difpofitton, I was under apprehenfions, and therefore wrote the 
-circumftance of fetting a guard of Europeans oyer me in my letter to 
Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, that through his means it might bo 
communicated to the Council. Lord Pigot, in apublkk letter of the 
45th of June, wrote of his intentions of giving me the grain of the Tan* 
jore country, but privately fent an Englifh draught of a letter written 
in his own hand, that I might write one conformably to it ; and, after 
coming from Tanjore, delivered me the draught of a letter in his own 
hand-writing to be addrefied to htmfelf. I have fent you the copies of 
them, and they will clearly fhew you his Lordihip's difpofition. I have 
received the copy you fent me of -the refolves of the Governor-General 
and Council of Bengal ; they are a clear proof of the juftice, virtue, and 
ivifdom of thofe Gentlemen ; their wife and judicious conduct has been 
the means of making me very happy, and is deferving of the higheft 
applaufe. I am much obliged to you for your goodnefs in fending me 
a copy of their refolutions. 

What can I fay more ? 

A true Copy, 

Copies of Draughts if Letters given by Lord Pigot to the Nabob y and 
alluded to in its Higbnefs's Letter, $d 08ober> 1776, 

1 AM very happy at my friend's return. I forgive you for every thing 

you have done. The man who is faithful to his matter will ever be fo 

to his friend. You have finilhed the Company Vbufinefs, I hope you will 

not forget mine. I will lay before you the whole flate of my affairs, 

1 and 
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and I defire your affiftance to fettle them to thfc fatisfa&ion of the Com- 
pany, that I may be happy. 

A true Copy* R. J. S U L I V A N, Secretary. 

I have received your letter of the 23d July. Being happy upon every 
occafion to convince you that I (incerely wiih to be guided by the judg- 
ment of the Company, I will let my claim to the Government-fhare of 
the laft year's crop of the Tanjore country remain as it is until their 
pleafure be known, 

I will never give up my pretenfiens, and what I think my right to the 
Tanjore country in general ; but the fame inclination which leads me to 
teftify my defire of conforming to the Company's pleafure, prompts me 
to tell you, that you may difpofe of Hanamantagoody and Arnee in the 
manner you may think moft conformably to the wiihes of the Company, 
relying upon their juftice. 

With refpeft to the Tripaflbre, &c. diftri&s, I wifh to rent them upon 
the Company's terms. The rent I pay is large, but I will in a few 
days let you know what I think is their real value. 

What can I fay more ? 

A true Copy. R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 

Number 5. 

Litter from the Nabob, dated 5th Oftober, 1776, with a Paper given by 
Lord Pigot to bis Higbnefs j and Copy of a Letter from bim to Lord 
Pigot. 

Received over-land by Lieutenant Colonel Capper, $oibMarcb, 1777. 

THE Prefident acquaints the Board, that the Nabob has delivered to 

him a paper containing the amount of the orders he has given upon the 

f Fff Tanjore 
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Tanjore country* That the Nabob has l&ewife given him an order di- 
rected to all hi* Amildars, &c. commanding them to account with 
fuch perfons as he, the Prefident, may name,, for all the fums colledted 
in the Tanjore country iince the 9th inftant; and dire&ing the faid Amil- 
dars,. &c. to relinquifh all manner of authority,.fhould they be required* 
by him fo to do- 

The Prefident thinks therefore the Company's orders may now be 
carried into effeft, and that the Rajah fhould be placed in the full, 
poffeflion and management of the country by a public order to all. 
the Amildars, &c. 

The fafety of Tanjore, and the fecurity of the Rajah and hi* 
family, appearing to make it neceffary that an Englifh garrifon fhould 
not only be in the fort, but the country alfo be prote&ed by the Com- 
pany's troops j the Prefident recommends, that the Rajah be. re- 
quefted to permit the fame, and to allot for this purpofe a fum not 
exceeding the amount of what he formerly paid to his own troops.. 

The fafety of the Carnatic depends upon a well-difciplined force,, 
regularly paid, being kept up; the particular fafety and quiet of 
every individual feems to require that no other force fhould be per- 
mitted to be kept up ; and thefe confiderations induce the Board' 
to wifh that the Rajah would join them in their endeavours to pjace- 
the country in this fituation.. 

In order to induce the Nabob to afTent hereto, the Rajah maybe 
defired to allow the amount of the feveral orders the Nabob has given 
upon the Tanjore country to be difcharged out of the revenues 
thereof. 

The provifion thus made towards the fupport: of the army by the 
Rajah of Tanjore, will render it unneceflary for the Nabob in time of 

peace 
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peace to Be ar a greater expenfe than the fum the Company now 
charge him with; and foch of his regiments of horfe as have been 
long in his fervice, and he is defirous of having continued in pay, . 
may be kept up without putting him to that expenfe. 

The Prefident adds, thafhaving explained this to the Nabob, his 
Mighneft in teftimony ofhisiincerefriendfhip to the Company readily 
mflents thereto. ■ 

A true Copy. 

^r (inflation of a Letter from his Htghnefs the Nabob to Governor Stratton. 

IN anfwer to your fayour of the 4th. September, in, which you 
xequefted copies of the two letters I wrote to the Governor and 
Council, and which Lord Pigot had kept hinlfelf, I wrote to you a„ 
letter the 3d O&ober, 17761 from which yo» will know the caufe of 
Lord Pigot-s kindnefs to me, in not laying my letter which he did. 
30t approve of before the Board. I now write for your information. 

On the 26th February, 1776, in the morning. Lord Pigot delivered: 
a paper, written by himfelf, in Englifh, to Mr. Chambers, the Com- 
pany's Moonlhy and.Perfian Translator. Omdat ul Omrah and Ameer - 
ul Omrah, my two fons, whom I defired to go and vifit Lord Pigot 
at the Company's gardens, fent it to me with this meffage; "That 
€€ his Lordlhip would lay that paper before the Board that day, and : 
* c whatever that paper contained, whether I contented to it or not,, 
€t he would do it by force/' This very much aftonifhed me, and I im- 
mediately told Mr. Chambers and my two fons, that I had never faid 
any fuch things to Lord Pigot ; and how could he write in this . 
manner in my name ? Aftenyards Mr. Chambers took a copy of 
Jbord Pigot's paper, and carried it to his Lordftup* 

As. 
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As Lord Pigot had taken the Hberty of writing fuch things without 
my knowledge, I did not know what falfities he might tell of me in 
Council j for this reafon, in anfwer to that paper, I wrote a publick 
letter to the Governor and Council, dated 27th February, 1776, As 
I fufpeft that Lord Pigot has never laid before the Board either his 
own paper or my letter, I have fent you enciofed copies of both in 
Eaglifli ; I have alfo fent a copy of my own ktter in Perfian, to ex- 
plain this to you. From this bufinefs you will underftand all his 
aftions. 

Dated, 21ft Shaubaun, upoHegira. 
5thOftober, 1776. 

A true Copy. 

Tranjlafion of a Letter from his Highnefs the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated 
*]th Mohurrum, 1.1 90 Hegira, or 27/i February, 17.76- 

IN anfwer to your Lordfhip's requeft of the 23d February, 1776, 
or 3d Mohurrum, 1 1 90 Hegira, to be informed what orders I had 
given on the Tanjore Country, and what perfon I wifhed to be fent on 
a deputation thither, I fent you by my two fons a paper, containing 
my opinion, on the 26th February ; upon this your Lordfhip fent me 
by Mr. Chambers a paper written in your own hand for my perufal. 
The contents of that paper furprized me much. From the time in 
which a garrifon of my friends has been put in Tanjore, I have re- 
peatedly explained to your Lordfhip, as in my letter of -the 2 2d 
January, my fentiments relative to my rights, and the difficulties that 
would arifc from interfering with the bufinefs of the country. 

I now write your Lordfhip, that I did not explain to you my fen- 
timents in the manner you have been pleafed to write in the 
paper fent by Mr. Chambers. I beg your Lordfhip may write 
me what you propofe to fay on this fubjedt; I will in return 
yrrite your Lordfhip my fentiments plainly. I always regard my good 

^ friends, 
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friends' the Company as the prote&ors of my honour, my reputation, 
and my family. 

A true Copy. R. J. SULIV^N, Secretary. 

Number 6. 

General Letter from Bengal, dated lotb September, 1776. 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel dapper, ^oth March, 1777. 

The Honourable George Stratton, Efquire, Prefident, &c. and Council at Fort 

St* George. 

Gentlemen, 

Par. x. WE have itemed your letter of the 23d Auguft, by the 
Shrewibury, and we have alfo faeived a letter from the Right Honour* 
able Lord Pigot, dated 29th Auguft, by the Triton. 

2* Having maturely confidered the fobjeft of fchefe letters, we pro* 
ceed immediately to acquaint you with our determination upon them. 

3. The rights and powers of the Governor and Council at Fort St. 
George, being, by the original <*>nftitution, vetted in the majority of the 
members who compofc that body, and the intemperate conduit of Lord 
Pigot, your late Prefident, in forcibly excluding two of your members 
from their feats at the Board, having been the caufc of the unhappy fepa- 
ration of the majority of your Board from the minority ; in this alarming 
and dangerous fituation of your Government, we think it incumbent on 
us to declare, that we acknowledge the title and authority which we un- 
derftand you have been thus compelled to affiimc ; in confequence 
whereof we have rdblved to fuppoct you in the Government, by all the 
means which you may require from us, and we have it in our power to 
grant* in virtue of bur general inftru&ions, to afford our aid and pro* 
tefiion to all the Presidencies of the Company in India. 

t G g g 4. Although 
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4*. Although you have not yet notified to us that you have aflumed- 
the adminiftration of the Prefidency of Fort St. George, nor informed" ua 
of all thecircumftances which produced that event, yet we are too well 
apprifed of the feries of tranfa&ions, which led to it, to entertain a doubt 
withrefpedt to the conduft we ought to purfue on thisoccafion 5 and the 
crifis is too urgent and alarming to admit of our waiting to enter into a* 
more minute inveftigation of all the fadts and proceedings which have 
reduced the Government of Fort St. George to its prefent fituation, and 
us to the neceflTty of deciding upon it ; it is fufficient for us to know, 
that in fupporting that part of a divided adminiftration, which is formed 
by a majority of its members, we fupport. the legal' and conftitutional 
Government, 

5. We judge it proper however* to mention, that we (hould have 
been very glad to offer our mediation to conciliate pad' differences, in* 
ftead of purfuing the more decifive line which we have adopted* had we 
conceived any hopes of fuccefs; but we feared^that your differences had 
gone too far to admit of it, and that a want of fuccefs in promoting 
that definable end might have been' attended with confequences more 
fatal than any which can refult from our prefent decided refolution. 

6* After fo recent an example of the difpofition of your, late Prefident, 
as appears in his conduct towards the Nabob, and while our decifion on 
the appeal, which was made to us by the Nabob on that occafion, was 
yet depending, we could not but be greatly alarmed for the peace of 
the Carnatic, when we heard of the unexampled means by which 
Lord Pigot had endeavoured to ufu*p the powers of your Government, 
by attempting to procure a majority of the Council by violence in order 
to fanftify hismeafures. — Thus deprived of the aid-on which we had de- 
pended from the integrity of a large majority of the members of your 
late Council, who had ftedfaftly oppofed the hoftile meafures adopted 
by his Lordlhip againft the Nabob, what hope could we any longer en-? 
tertain that our orders on thefe points,, which were contained in our 

letten 
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fetter of the 7th Auguft, would not be openly difobeyed or covertly 
eluded, when the execution of them was thus left to the difcretion of. 
that power which they were meant "to control? Notwithftanding what 
has followed, we are not yet free from our apprehcnfions ; we therefore 
judge it neceflary to give you this notice, that our final refolution on 
the charges preferred againft your late Prefident only remains fufpended, 
and that if any change lhall have taken place, fmce the date of your 1 aft 
advices, which. (hall make it neceflary for us to recur to the opinions 
which we have already delivered upon them, we fhall not fail to proceed 
to the lad extremities warranted by the controlling powers vefted in us 
by the late regulating aft of Parliament for the prefervation of the na- 
tional faith* and of the Company's engagements* with their ally the Na- 
bob of the Carnatic. 

7. Senfibly concerned as we are for the diforders which have unhap- 
pily taken place in the Government of Fort St. George, we muft ftill 
continue to feel the mod painful apprehenfions of the confequences 
which may enfue from fuch a convulfion. We earneftly defire there- 
fore that you will furnifh us with conftant advice of every fubfequent 
tranfaftion, which may have apy relation to this unfortunate affair, and 
in which the general interefts of" the Company may be eventually con- 
cerned, to enable us at all times to be prepared to contribute our aid 
by any means that may. be neceflary to conduce to the fafety of ypur 
Settlement. 

r 

8. To remove every poffibility of a doubt that the whole power of 
your Board refts in a majority of its members, we tranfmit you an'extraft. 
of a General Letter which we have lately received from the Honourable - 
Court of Dire&ors by the Lionels, wherein you will find their fenti* 
timents very clearly exprefled. 

\ I 

9. We have thought it proper to; acquaint Sir Edward Hughes with 
the refolutions we have formed, under the prefent circum fiances, with, 

3L rtfpefti 
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«fpe& to your Prcfidency, and to rcqucft that he will unite with us ia 
fupport of your authority and government 

We are, Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient humble fervants, 
(Signed; Warren Haftings, 

Fort William, . John Clavering, 

10th September, 1776. 


Rich a . Barwell, 
P. Francis. 


A true Copy, R- J. Sultvan, Secretary. 


Number 7. 
Letter from Sir Edward Hughes* dated Zth OBobtr, 1776. 
Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, $oth March, 177^. 

^0 George Stratton, EJquire, Prejident and Governor, &c. Council ef Fort 

St. George. 

Sir and Gentlemen, 

HAVING received a letter from Lord Pigot, 1 think it neceflkry to 
fend you the enclofed copy of the fame, that you may aft therein 
*s to you may appear moft proper. 

I am, Sir and Gentlemen, 

.Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Salisbury, in Madras Road, 
Jth O&ober, 1776 EDW° HUGHES. 

A true Copy. K. J. Sulivan, Secretary. 

Number 
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Lbrd Rigpt\ Letter to Sir Edward Hughes, dated ph Oflober, 1776. - 
Received ever land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, $oth March, 17 77-- 

To Sir. Edward Hughes, Commodore and Commander in Chief of his Majefifs * 

Ships in India. 

» S I R, 

AS I undcrftand that Sir R6bert Fletcher hath applied to Meffieurs 
George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan and George Matkay, for permifllon to proceed to 
the Cape of Good Hope on the (hip Greenwich now under difpatch > 
and being apprehenfive, in cafe fuch permiflion fhould be granted hinv 
that he may thereby elude being brought to juftice for the crimes for- 
which he was ordered in arreft the 23d of Auguft laft by myfelf and . 
the Members of Council, and from which arreft he has not been legal- - 
ly releafed ; I defire you will acquaintthe faid George Stratton, Henry . yr * 

Brooke, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan and. 
George Mack ay, that I {hall deem them refponfible for all the confe- 
quences that may enfue from, their permitting him> Sir Robert 
Fletcher, to remove out of the jurifdiftion of the military authority 
cftablifhed by aft of Parliament for the better government of the 
Company's troops in* the Eaft Indies, until the pleafure of the 
Court of Directors be known, as in the present fituation of- myfelf " 
and other legal Reprcfentatives of the Company on this Coaft, it is 
not in our power to bring him to his trial. 

I have the honour to be, 
With the greeted efteenru 

Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant, 
St. Thomas's Mount, 

7 th Sept. 1776- . (Signed) P I G O T/. 

A true Copy. R- J. Sulivan, Secretary.* 

o.i. Hhii Number 
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Number 9* 

Letter to Sir Edward Hughes, dated gth Sober, 177!?. 

Received over* land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30/A March, 1777. 

To Sir Edward Hughes, Commodore and Commander in Chief of his Majejtys 

Ships in India. . m 

* 

S I R, 

W E have had the honour to receive your letter of the 8 th inftant, 
and cannot but exprefs our concern that after having perufed the 
letter from the Governor-General and Council, of which we fent you 
a copy, exprefiing their approbation of the late meafures, and en- 
clofing copy of orders from the Company k by the Lionefs, and after 
the letter, you inform us, you alfo have received, you fhould trans- 
mit to us a copy of the one from Lord Pigot difavowing our au- 
thority. We hope, Sir, you will be pleafed to take this fubjecl into 
your coniideration, and we doubt not but you will fee the impro- 
priety of our receiving fuch letters through you. 

We have the honour to be with eftcem, 

Sir, your moft obedient 

And moft humble Tervants, 

(Signed) Geo. Strattoft 

Fort St. George, Henry Brooke 

9th Odtober, 1776. Rob 1 Fletcher 

Arch 1 . Palmer 
Francis Jourdan 
Ceo. Mackay. 
A~true Copy. R. J, Sulivaa, Secretary 
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Letter from Sir Edward Hughes, dated Sth Sober, 1 776. 
Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, yzth March, 1777. 
Salisbury, in Madras Road, the Btb Day of September, 1776. 

Sir and Gentlemen, 

1 HAVE received your letter of yefterday's date with the enclofurei 9 
and in anfwer thereto acquaint you, that the Governor- General and 
Council of Bengal, in their letter to me, exprefs themfelves in the fol- 
lowing words ; 


€ i Requefting that you will unite with us in affording your 
« affiftance and fupport to the a&ual Government of Madras, if any 
*' change of circumftances fhould render it neceflary for them to de- 

t€ fog fa" 

And that It is my intention to a& as they have requefted, of which 
I mean immediately to forward information to them, as I now do to 
you. I am, 

•Sir and Gentlemen, 

Your tnoft obedient humble fervant, 

(Signed) EDWARD HUGHES. 

A true Copy. R. J. Sulivan, Secretary* 

Oeorge Stratton, Efquire, Prefident and Go* 
vernor, &c* Council— —Fort St. George* 

Number 
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Minute of Sk Robert Fletcher and Mr.. Jam dan, dated yh OBobtr, 1776^, 
Received over -land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, $oth Match, 1777V . 

WHEN the Court: of Bire&ors were pleafed to give orders by the- 
Grenville, forbidding us to fill up vacancies in the CouuciL liere until ; 
it were reduced to twelve, it confifted of nineteen members'}. From . 
thefe they appointed a Committee of five to make a circuit of the nor- 
thern Circars and the Jagueer; befides thefe five, and after allowing^four 
others for the fubordinate fettlements, there* remained ten for the' tre- 
fidcRGy, When the Committee, fhould return from the Circars there 
would be fifteen for this Board, and afteriulfilling the above order, by 
reducing the number to twelve, there would remain eight, which feems 
clearly to be the lowed number to which the Company intend the ge- 
neral management. of their affairs- -under this- Presidency (hould be in- 
truded,.. 

In the ufual courfe of the fefvice this-^orde'r, as all otters, ought cer- 
tainly to be ftri&ly attended, to. Servants as>.we ate, and accountable for 
our conduft, nothing can exciife us. in deviating from their. commands • 
but fome extraordinary emergency,^ fome^preffing ocqafion, .which .ia 
their ioftruftions may not be provided for. Such emergency and occar 
fion we are of opinion has now. arifen,.by the. late alteration jthat haj 
happened in the Council j it was impoflible that our Honourable Maf— 
ters4hould either forefee or provide againft it 5 and fuch being the cafe, . 
it appears to us not only eligible, but requifitej th# we fhould in the 
mean time fill up -the vacancies in Council to what appears to have-, 
been, : their intention. By this we do not propofe .that they fhould be 
jut to any additional expenfe, or that it fhould be.confidered in any 
©ther light than an expedient adopted in neceffity until we can be fa- - 

spared wHh their, inftru&jons, . 

Tic*. 
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The Council now here will confift of only five members, all of whom 
: had a (hare in the late diffenfions and change of government. The im- 
propriety of leaving in fo few hands the whole management of the Com- 
pany's affairs, political and commercial, but more efpecially under the 
above circumftances, is fo evident, and atone view is fo convincing, as 
to render argument unnecefiary. 

'On a reconfideration of the orders of our Honourable Matters refpedfc- 
ing the Committee of Circuit, we find the truft of fuch magnitude and 
importance, that we are perfuaded it was intended by them that it ihould 
T)e compofed of Members of the Council ; for they are not onlyto exa- 
mine into the value, &c. of all the lands, but alfo to let them outj and 
as the ftation of a Member of Council, under an oath of fidelity to the 
Company, implies a greater refponfibility than is expe£ted from an in- 
ferior fervant, ^there feems fufficient ground for this opinion. 

By filling up the vacancies we fliall not only be able to accomplifk 
the Company's intentions, but we ihall add to our Councils men free 
of the late difputes, and unbiaflfed in their opinions; and we ihall have 
the credit of voluntarily, and of our own accord, diffufing the power from 
the few hands in which it is at prefent confined into thofe of a greater 
number; but by refraining to do fo we may incur the imputation of 
being with-held by interefted and felfifti motives ; perhaps the imputa- 
tion alfo of what we underftand has been alledged by "Lord Pigot and 
his adherents, " That we are a party , who have bug wijbedto get and retain 
(€ the government to ourfelves ; and that the late change was greatly promoted 

by the Nabob, who, they add 9 Jlill maintains an improper influence* 9 


tt 


• For all thefe reafons we wifli the Board to take into their ferious con- 
fideration the neceflity of forthwith filling up the vacancies, that our 
Honourable Matters may be advifed thereof by the Swallow. 

A true Copy. Cha s , Oakeley, Secretary. 
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Number 12,. 

Minute of Mejfuurs Stratton* Brooke* Palmer, and Mdckaj^ dated 9I& 

OSober, 1776.. 

Received over land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, $oth March* 1777; 

Minute of the Majority^ 

THE Prefident, Meflieurs, Brooke, Palmer, and Mackay, cannot biitr 
exprefs. their concern to be under the neceffity of differing in opinion. j 

with Sir Robert Fletcher and Mr. Jourdan,,on the. fubje<ft of their mi- 1 

nute entered on this day's confutation, . and to the motion made in con* # 

fequenceby Sir Robert Fletcher. Becaufe they cannot admit that there are 
any vacancies in the Council, which now confifts of Meffieurs Stratton,. 
Dawfon, Sir Robert Fletcher* Meffieurs Brooke, Whitehill, . Smith, 
Johnfon, Floyer, Stracey, Hay, Cotsford, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, , 
being two more than the number to which it is limited by the pofitive 
orders, of the Court of Dire&ors,. befides the gentlemen, fufpended, , 
whofe feats in - Council cannot be looked upon as vacated 'till the, 
Court of Directors have difmifled them from the fervicc. Becaufe, on 
the 29th lad Auguft, the Board were unanimouily of opinion (as will ■ 
•appear by a minute then made, .to which we refer) that they could not, . 
without a mamfeft breach of the Company's orders received by the 
Grenville^add any new members to the Council ; and, in our opinion, . 
there were then ftronger reafons for the neceffity of increafing the Coun- 
cil than at prefent. Becaufe the Council, now at the Prefidency, are fix 
in number, and if the Governor- General, with three members, (Colonel 
Monfon being ill) can manage the extenfive and important concerns 
committed to them by the State and by the Company, we cannot fee 
why a Prefident and five members here may not tranfadt the Company's 
affairs of this Prefidency. Becaufe, if the mifreprefentations of Lord 
Pigot are good reafons for increafing the Council, they would be equally 

£0 
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fd if it confifted of double the number they are at prefent ; as it is not to > 
be doubted but Lord Pigot, in his prefent fituation, would endeavour 
to make people believe they were influenced by the Nabob ; and we 
have reafon to think, that thefe reports are fpread about with a view, not 
only to create divifions among us, but to induce us to break the Com- 
pany's pofitive orders, a deviation from which, we are determined never 
to confent to, , except in cafes of abfolute neceflity, which we do not 
think exifts at prefent* And here we cannot help exprefling our fur- 
priie, that any weight fhould be given to what Lord Pigot or his adhe- 
rents may fay, when the late meafures have been fo fully and unanimoufly 
approved of by the Governor-General and Council, who cannot be fup- ■ 
pofedxo be biaffed by any other motive than*. the public good, whofe 
eagernefs to exprefs their fentiments anticipated even the official advices 
from the prefent Government, and led them to forward the fame to the 
ftibordinates in the northern Circars* Becaufe we may have reafon to 
expert that in eight or nine months at fartheft fome of the Council » 
(now at home) will return, or that we fhall receive particular orders from - 
our Honourable Matters on this and other fubjedts. For all which 
reafons we hope to (land juftified in not confentingto the. proportion. i 
now before the Board. . 

A true Copy. . 


Minute of Sir Robert Fletcher and Mr. Jotirdan.- 

WE cannot but take notice, in reply to the minute of the majority, 
that the Governor-General and Council is on a very different footing 
from this Prefidency. Important as the concerns : intrufted to them 
are, they are limited to the government of the country, the com- 
merce being intrufted to a feparate Council; whilft this Board has the 
management of the whole, and in addition the members of this Go- 
vernment have many employs to attend to* - 


A true Copy. 


Minutt 
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Minute in anfwer to the above. 

THE majority are of opinion, that the Governor- General and 
'-Council, confidering their fuper in tending and controlling power over 
*he Prefidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, have fall as 
much bufinefs to tranfaet as the members of this Government. 

A true Copy. . "R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 

Number 13. 

Minutes of ConfuUation, zgtb Auguft, 1776. 
Received over-land by Lieut eant-Goknel Capper, 30/A March, 1777. 

THE Board taking into confederation the nomination of proper 
.perfons for the Committee of Circuit, refer to the Company's orders 
on this fubjeft, which are as follows: 

" We therefore dire£t, that .when affairs refpe&ing Tanjore.fhall 

••f^terftom " ^* ve ^ ecn acc o mmoc iate<l and finally adjufted, a Committee of our 
England, Cf Council, confifting of five members, be appointed .to make the 

Y 7 f s April ' " circuit of the Northern Circars, &c." 

When the Court of Directors gave thefe orders the Council con- 
fifted of nineteen, £0 that there were more than fufficient for carrying 
on the Company's bufinefs at the Prefidency, for the Chieffhips and 
for the Committee of Circuit; the cafe is now altered, for by the 
late change the Council. is reduced to nine members on the ^Coafb; 
two are gone home-with leave, viz. Meffieurs Dawfon and Whitehill, 
and two others, Meffieurs Cotsford and Hay, are now in England, and 
have the leave of the Court of Diredors for remaining there -ano- 
ther year. The Honourable the Court of Diredtors, in their commands 
of the 1 2th of April, 1775, pofitively diredt, that no new member 
iihall be taken into Council 'till the numbers are. reduced to twelve. 

Ji « Although 
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w Although from a variety of circum fiances, it has happened that Letter from 

u our Council at Fort St. George, have never been reduced to the England, 

€t number of twelve, according to our dire&ions in the year 1769, 1775, para. 

€€ neverthelefs it is our pofitive order, that no future vacancy therein be *>*• 
" filled up by you, even provifionally, until the Council fhall be 
" reduced to the faid number twelve, &c." 

In this (ituation we are under the neceffity of deviating from the 
orders of our Honourable Matters, with refpe'dt to the Committee of 
Circuit, or in filling up the Council beyond the number prefcribed, 
which we think ought not to be done but in cafes of neceffity ; after 
the moft mature deliberation on the fubjeft, we are unanimoufly of 
opinion, that three vacancies now in the Committee of Circuit, by the 
fufpenfion of Meffieurs Ruflel, Dalrymple, and Lathom, be filled up by 
Meffieurs Perring, Daniel, and Craufurd, thofe gentlemen being near 
Council, and we are of opinion very capable of ferving the Company 
on this important bufinefs. The Committee will then confift of 

Meflrs. Johnfon, 
Daniel, Floyer, 
Craufurd, Perring. 

Mr. Sadleir, the next fervant on the lift to Mr. Perring, cannot, we 
think, be employed until the Board come to a determination on his 
conduct at Ingeram. Mr, Davidfon has the charge of an employ of 
great triift, which catinot, at this time, be transferred to another. 
Mr. Morgan Williams, the next fervant on the lift to Mr. Davidfon, 
having been many years at Vizagapatam, and well acquainted with the 
bufinefs of that fettlement, we think his remaining there will be ab- 
folutcly neceflary, as both the Chief and Second are ordered an the 
Committee of Circuit. 

Mc. Joha Holland is next -to Mr. Williams, but he is Perfian 
trandator. 

Mr. Williams to fucceed Mr. Perring as Second* 

f K k k Ordered, 
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Ordered, That Meflieurs Perring, Daniel, and Craufurd,. be wrote 
to, advifing them of their appointments to the Committee of Circuit % 
that Meflieurs Craufurd and Daniel be dire&ed to proceed to Vizaga- 
patam, where they will be joined by Meflieurs Johnfon and Perring. 

A true Copy. CHARLES OAKLEY* Secretary* 


Number 14. 

Circular Letter from the Governor-General and Council to the Subordinates of the • 
Frefidency of Fort St. George, dated Fort William, the 16th September, 1 776.. 

Received over-land by Lieutenant Cohnel Capper % . 30//& March, 1777. 
To Charles Flcyer, Efq; Chief, &c. Council at Mafulipatanu. 

GENTLEMEN,. 

WE were extremely alarmed at the information we received of the- 
dangerous divifions which had taken place in the Council at Fort St. 
George, of a confequent feparatibn of a majority of the members from> 
Lord Pigot, and the party which fupported his violent meafures, and of i 
the ultimate feizure and confinement of his Lordftiip. 

Having maturely con fide red the proceedings of George Stratton, Efq;: 
and the other members of the Council at Fort St. George, compoftig 
a majority of that government, we are of opinion, that the flep^which 
they have been reduced to take, in afiuming the government; and de- 
priving Lord Pigot, their former Governor, of any powers or (hare in 
the adminiftration of that Prefidency, were juftifiecL by the neceflity* 
of the cafe, and we are determined to acknowledge and fupport their 
authority, as the only legal and conftitutional government of Fort St. 
George. We think itneceflary to communicate to you our fenriments 
and refolutions on this fubjeft ; and in order to remove any. doubt which 

5 you 
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jjou- may have of the part which you ought to take, or of the authority 
which it is your duty to obey on the prefent occafion, we tranfmit you 
an extraft of a general letter received from the Honourable the Court 
of Directors by the Lionefs and Shrewfbury. 

We are, 

Fort William, . Gentlemen,. 

i€th Sept. 1 776. Your moft obedient fervants, . 

WARREN HASTINGS* 
J. CLAVERING 
RICH,, BAR WELL 
P. FRANCIS. 
A true Copy. R. J'. Sulivan, Secretary 

Colonel Stuart 9 s Report of the manner fc which be executed the Orders given * 
him in the Minute of Confutation of the z$d Auguji, 1776. 

Received over-land by Lieutenant Colonel Capper,, yztb Marchyjjyy. 

AS foon as I had an opportunity of being well informed of the general 
ground upon which the late majority (who now compofe the govern- 
ment) had feparated themfelves from Lord Pigot and the gentlemen who 
adhered to him, fome particulars of whicLwere fignified to the puhlick, ., 
and to me, by the letter of Auguft 23d,. directed to me by the Notary 
Public, Mr. Bromley, I did not hefitate to conclude it my duty to obey 
their orders ;. and in this view, Ihad no difficulty in determining, what 
part I was to adt at the time when I received from Mr, Stratton the 
order contained- in their minute of confutation of Auguft 23d** In • 
confequence of the power vefted in me. by that minute, I . forthwith 
formed the plan of putting this fprtrefs into the pofleffion of what I con^ - 
fidered to be the legal government, with as little danger and confufum> 

as 
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as poffible. The principal officers of the garrifon and neighbourhood* 
who, as I fuppofe, had received the fame information, from the proteft 
circulated by the Notary Public, Mr. Bromley, gave a ready concur- 
rence on their part to affiftme. It became an objedt of great impor- 
tance towards the publick peace of the fettlement, to fecure the perfon 
of Lord Pigot. My own knowledge of the man, and what I heard 
from others of his violent hafty temper, made his arreft neceflary in 
my opinion, and I had taken meafures to arreft him, even in the fort, 
had it been neceflary, but I fhall ever think it a fortunate circumftance 
that I was not driven to this neceflity. After the Fort-Adjutant had 
delivered to me, by order of Lord Pigot, the general orders of the 23d 
Auguft, appointing me to the command of the army, I went in the 
evening to the Fort Square, at Lord Pigot's defire, to meet him ; we 
had fome converfation apart, the fubftance of which was, that he confi- 
dered my having received the general orders, without objection, as an 
acknowledgment of the authority by which they were publiftied ; on my 
part, without contradifting that polition, I told his Lordlhip, that I owed 
to the Court of Dire&ors the obligation of being next in command to 
Sir Robert Fletcher, and J prefied his Lordlhip to allow me communica- 
tion of the records. He gave no precife anfwer, but afked me to fup- 
per, as he faid, with his friend, which I promifed to do, provided he 
gave me Jiis word, that nothing of bufinefs fhould be talked of. 
Meflieurs Stone, Dalrymple, Lathom, and the Sub-Secretary, Mr. Baine, 
were of the party. Next morning, the 24th Auguft, I thought proper 
to write Lord Pigot a letter, again requefting communication of the 
records, before I was called upon for any executive aft as Commander 
in Chief. This letter I delivered after breakfafting with him at his 
Garden-houfe j he read it with feeming attention, did not deny the rea- 
fonablenefs of the requeft, but objefted to the manner, as it looked like 
making'a bargain before I confented to do my duty. He afked me .to 
.dinner, I waited at home from nine o'clock 'till one, in expeftation of 
being called to Council. I then went to the houfe called the AdmiraJty, 
and again urged my requeft, to be informed from the records, of the 

ground* 
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* grounds that tad given fife to die hbnoroncontared upon me in general 
qrders j I had so anfwer that gave ^neafcyfatt6feft ion. After dinner 
was ov«r r Lord Pigot oiked me to fup* I enquired particulariy whethdr 
he dipped in town or *t theGarden-Houfe ; be t6ld me, in the country, 
but that he would fee me at fix in 'the Fort Square. About five in 
the afternbort I rpeetved a note from the Sub-Secretary, Mr. Baine, de- 

^firing my attendance on Council at fix o'clock. By this time I had en- 
tirely completed my plan, atid had entrufted the execution of it to 

* Iieutcnant-Cdlonel Edingtoun, the Adjutant-General, to Captain 
Lyfaught, then in the garrrifon, and to Major Home, commanding the 
corps of artillery at the Mount. The firft gentleman I ordered to poll: 
himfelf at a certain place on the road, with a few Seapoys, to flop the 
•carriage in which he would fee Lord Pigot and me, to difperfe the atten- 
dants, and to arreft Lord Pigot in the name of Government. 

'I ordered Captain -Ly faugh t to be near at hand with a^haife, and an 
orderly.ferjeant, to convey Lord Pigot to Major Home's* at St. Thomas's 
"Mount* and .give him my orders and ihftru&ions for the Major. I polled 
another officer near LordPigofs guard, at the Garden-Houfe, to prevent 
their getting under arms in cafe of an alarm. Having made this difpo- 
Xuion, I went to Council, -where Lord Pigot arrived half an hour after 
Hx. There were prefent Meflieurs Rufiell, Dalrymple, Stone, Lathom, 
Mr. Secretary Svriivan, and Mr* Baine; but they did notfeem to be re* 
gularly met, or fitting as a Board. Lord Pigot retired with one or two 
^gentlemen for fome minutes, and then brought in his hand a parchment, 
which he called the commiffion of government, in order to convince 
me that there was ho power in the Council to difmifs or fufpend the Go- 
vernor. There was much converfation upon this and other fubjefts, 
*which I confefs I induArioufly fpun out to gain time 'till, it was dark. 
The utmoft efforts of Lord Pigot, and the gentlemen, were ufed to ob- 
tain an -avowed acknowledgement of their authority by fome pub- 
lick ad on my part; particularly, they defined that I might, as 
Commander in Chief, direft the Adjutant-General tt) publifh in ge* 
f L 1 1 neral 
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neral orders to ttoe^army the refdtition of Council, whereby Sir Ro* 
bert Fletcher was put in arreft, and I was appointed to the command. 
I repeated, at full length, the hardship of obliging me to take 
this or any other ftep without giving me communication of the rca* 
fon of their proceedings, adding* that I oonfidered it, as a right pecu* 
liar to the officer commanding the forces, who, from his ftatton j is en* 
titled to a feat in Council. Mr. Datrympleand others, in aafwer faid, it 
was my duty to obey. 1 fought off the beft way 1 could,. »d a great 
deal of vague converfation followed, the particulars of which » very pof* 
fibly Mr. Secretary Sulivan may recolledh. It was now about half an 
hour after eight, and Lord Pigot had agreed to drive me to the Garden 
Houfe in his chaife. The Adjutant-General flopped the chaife accor- 
ding to orders, and I told Lord Pigot that he mufr go with Captain 
Lyfaught, who accordingly delivered him over to Major Home. I then* 
fent the Adjutant-General to the houfe where the feven members of 
Council were aflertbled, to acquaint them that every thing was ready for 
their reception in the Fort Square. I returned myfelf to the Fort; 
where 1 found every one in the beft difpofirion to acknowledge their 
authority. 

9 

I do not take any minute notice here of Mr. Ruffell'4 conduft, in at* 
tempting to give orders to the main-guard in my prefence, and in the 
prefence of almoft all the officers: in the garrifom I was under the necef- 
fity of forcing him from the parade, in .order to bring him before Coun- 
cil, where I wiflied he (hould remain 'till he heard what I had to fay upom 
the occafion, the particulars of which appear upon the minutes of cob- 
fultation of the 24th at night. 

The Board having information that underhand practices were made 
ufe of to draw the foldiery from their duty, which they had reafon to be- 
lieve were encouraged by the local refidence of Lord Pigot, they em- 
powered me to take fuch mcaforcs as I thought proper to remove his 
Lordfliip to Chingleput. 

OS 
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Oh the 26th I ordered Major Cook thither to receive his Lordtfup, 
and to provide the neceflary things for his Lordfliip's convenience ; and : 
on the 27th I alfo ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Edingtoun to proceed t&St. 
Thomas's Mount, and concert mea fares with Major Home, that, 
with the leaft noiie and difttirbance teethe ladies of Lord Pigot's family, 
he might be conveyed in a chaife along with Lieutenant-Colonel Eding- 
toun to Chingleput. As to what pafled on this occafion, I refer to Lieu* 
tenant Colonel Edingtoun and Serjeant Shaw's affidavits. 

I cannot clofe this narrative without adding my fatisfa&ion at having 
had an opportunity, in.prefence of the Council and of all the officers of 
the garrifon aflembled on the 24th at night, to declare my fentimen'ts 
upon the nature of a free* government under the auipicesof. the Britifh 
Conftitution, that it confifted in the due fubordination-of the military to 
the civil power. This declaration 1 made in the name of all the officers 
of the garrifon then prefent, to which they unanimoufly aflcnted. Were 
it neceflary to bring additional proofs of my real fentiments at thii 
crifis, I might refer to my converfation in prefence of a large company* 
next day aflembled at dinner at the Governor's iivthe Fort Square, and- 
the public, toaft I gave on that occafion* unanimoufly approved by th& 
civil and military fervants then prefent ; it was, " Juftice to the army, 
*' while fubordinatc to the civil power."* 

Though a foldier upwards of 29 years (landing, I have never one mo*, 
nacnt loft fight of the bleflings of civil liberty, and I (hall ever efteem it. 
the mod honourable and mod: fortunate circumftance in my life, to have, 
been in any degree the inftrument of recovering the legal authority of 
the Company's Reprefentatives, and I am ready to rifle my all to fupport 
and maintain the eftablilhed conftitution, according to my oath, of fide* 
lity as a fervant of the Honourable Company, 

JAMES STUART. 

A. true Copy y R. J. Sulivan, Secretary. 

Declaration..' 


/ Biclaration of A&r* Bromley, Notary- PuMick. 
I Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper 30th March* 1777, 

ON this day, being Wednesday the eleventh of September* in the 

* year of our. Lord one thoufandfeven hundred andieventy^fix, IChark* 
. Bromley, of Fort St. George, in the Eaft-Indies, Notary-Fublick, Do dc- 
, clare, that on Friday the 23d day of Auguft, in the year of our Lard one 

thoufand (even hundred and feventy-fix, did, as Notary-Publick, at the 
requeft of George Stratum, Sir Robert Fletcher, Henry Brooke, Charles 

* Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and George Mackay Efquires, 
of Council of Fort St;jGeorge, deliver a declaration m writing, under 
the hands of the faid gentlemen, unto the Honourable George Lord 
Pigot, addrefled to the faid George Lord Pigot, Claud RufleU, Alexan- 

* der Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone of Council, Efquires, which faid 
writing the faid George Lord Pigot did receive. That fome time after, 
on the fame day, he, this declarant, did, at the directions of the faid 

> George Stratton Efq; 8ce. Gentlemen of Council aforementioned, leave 
fundry attefted copies of fuch declaration .with many of the inhabitants 
both civil and military of Fort St* George. That foon after fuch fervice, 

• 

the faid George Lord Pigot fent (being the afternoon of the fame day) 
for this declarant, v/ho went to his Lordfhip, when his Lordfhip, being 
in a room by himfelf, did, in a mod violent manner, threaten this de- 

- clarant with, an immediate imprifonment for daring - to ferve thefe at- 
tefted copies of the faid George Stratton, &c 4 declaration, and infilled on 
this deponent giving up his, this deponent's, inftruftions, and that in cafe 
this declarant did not difcover and difclofe the particulars of his inftruc- 
tions, to prifon this declarant muft go, being a fower of fed it ion and 
mutiny. Upon this deponent's declaring, that what he had done was in 

»• confequence pf his duty as Notary-Publick, and not contrary to law; to 
which his Lordfhip replied, then damn him, this declarant fhould go to 
prifon, and not tell him about law $ and that he would fend for the 

^Sheriff .and, put this declarant into his cuftody. This declarant ac- 
< quainted 


Jj 


( 245 ) 

qmintcd his Lordfhip, that the Sheriff, as this declarant then flood, was 
of no conicqocnce to this declarant ; his Lordfhip anfwered, that he would 
fee into that, and fpeak to his Council that were then fitting, but direfted 
this declarant to ftay until his and their pleafure were known. Soon 
after this declarant was called in, and the Board feated, compofed of his 
Lordfhip, Claud Ruffell, Alexander Dalrymple, John Maxwell Stone, 
and Richard Lathom Efquires, where this declarant was afkcd by his 
Lordfhip, how he prefumed to write thefe circulatory declarations and 
notices in the garrifon j that what the declarant had done was in open 
defiance of his Government, which was then at that time a military one, 
as his Lordfhip pronounced •, and that according to the articles of war, 
which articles were produced by one of the gentlemen prefent, and ex- 
patiated upon by Mr. Alexander Dairy mple,^hat the declarant came 
under them as a fower of fedition, and a perfon who fpread mutiny 
among the men, and therefore necefTary, for the good of the whole, to 
fend the declarant to prifon, which the declarant was apprehenfive of 
from their ignorance of the bufinefs. As no one argument was advan- 
ced by the Board, then fitting, in fupport of their afiertions, this decla- 
rant was told by his Lordfhip, and aflfented to by the gentlemen pre- 
fent, they feconding his Lordfhip, that unlefs this declarant would give 
up the authority they fuppofed this declarant received from George 
Stratton Efq; &c, this declarant muft be confined. This declarant in- 
formed his Lordfhip and the Board, that they were at liberty to difpofe 
of his perfon as .they thought proper, but his fentiments would be ftili 
the fame refpe&ing his duty, a part of which was to keep fecret and not 
difclofe the truft repofed in him by his employers ; this declarant further 
informing the Board, that the gentlemen, who had fet their names to 
the declaration delivered in to his Lordfhip in the morning by this de- 
clarant, would, at any time, acknowledge in Court and out, whenever 
called upon, that their names thereto affixed were of their own re* 
fpeftive hand- writing, and that he, this deponent, would alfo, at any 
time, and in any place, aflert the fame. This deponent being dill kept 
at the Council-Board, hearing their arguments, and, amongfl the J eft, 
t M m m Mr, 
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Mr. Alexander Efelrymple did obferve, that this declarant would: alk 
fcond, and therefore necefikry he, this declarant, fhould be etcher con* 
fined or give fome fecurity ; all which the declarant protefted againft, a* 
unbecoming his character both in his public and private ftation, and did; 
advance, that his, the declarant's circumftances were too confiderablc to* 
leave behind ; but v to obviate a difficulty, this deponent did pledge his* 
word and honour not to leave the Fort or it's diftrifts without leave of 
that Board. — This obfervation of Mr. Alexander Dalrymple,and the de- 
clarant's offer, oocafioned fome deliberations which ended in favour of/ 
this declarant, whom his Lordfhip faid he would difmifs on this decla* 
rant's promife of being forth-coming, whenever his Lordfliip and that; 
Board fhould call upon him. — Upon this deponent's engaging fo to do,, 

this deponent was difmiffed. 

CHA*. BROMLEY, Not. PubL. 

A true Copy,. R.J. Sulivan, Secretary >? 

Letter frcm George Stratton 9 &c* Council to Major Home, dated Fortt 

St. George, i$tb September > 1776. 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, . $otb March y 1 777^ .. 

To Major Home, commanding at the Mount* 
S I R>. 

THE Prefident has laid before u& your letter dated yefterdayy, 
acquainting him that you had again fpoke to his Lord/hip of the 
inconveniency the Secretaries fuffered from the want of the public . 
papers, but that you did not find his Lordfhip in. the leaft inclined 
to fend any perfon, on his behalf, to fele£t 4 them from his private ones; , 
that Mr. Dajrymple would have brought his papers away, but was 
not fuffered, and that the room being fealed up was not his doing. . 

In anfwer to the above, we are to defire. you will acquaint hi**. 
Lordfliip, that on the 25th c£ laft month, Meflicurs Daltyrople and . 

2 • Stone 
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Stone came to the Fort Houfe, and in going into the room where his . 
Lordlhip ufually wrote, were told by the Prefident in prefence of 
Meflieur& Brooke and Floyer, and afterwards of Colonel Stuart, that as 
ritey conceived Lord Pigot's private papers in that room were inter- 
mixed with thofe of a public nature ; it was propofed to them, that 
whenever it Ihould be convenient to thofe gentlemen, or to any other 
whom Lord Pigot might appoint, the Secretaries would attend them 
to fele& the public papers that were there j in the mean time, the 
Prefident recommended toMeffieursDalrymple and Stone, to put Lord 
Pigot'S feal on* the doors with that of the Prefident, to prevent anjr r 
perfon whatever from going there, until the papers and effedts of his . 
Lordlhip were removed, to which propofition Meflieurs Dalrymple and 
Stone readily. aflenting*,Mrt DaLrymples took Lord Pigot's feal out of 
his pocket, with which he fealed every door which had communication 
with that apartment; the Prefident then affixed his feal alfb in the pre- 
fence of the above named gentlemen, and they continue in that ftate to> 
this day. The Prefident then declared to thefc gentlemen, that .he had . 
made it a point not to go-befbre into that or the adjoining room* 

When you have reprefehted the foregoing circum&ances to Lordi 
Pigot, we hope he will fee with us the neceflity of his defiring any 
gentleman to feleA his own papers, . and . that the .public ones may be 
delivered over to us* 

We* underftand from Mr* Majendie,- CTerk to the Committee of 
Tieafury, that Lord Pigot informed him that one of the keys of the. 
Treafury was among his papers, which we are to requeft his Lordlhip > 
will alfo direct to be delivered up to us. 

We- are, Sir, 

Your moft'obedient fervants* 
Fort St, George, 
•x$$h September, 1776. . GEORGE STRATTQN, &c. Council. 
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T. S. We are alfo to defire you will acquaint Lord Pigot, that we 
this * evening refolved to difpatch the (hip Grenville to England, on 
the 20th inftant. 

A true Copy. R. J. SULIVAN, Secretary. 

JLetter from George Stratton, Efq; £&. Council, to Major Home, dated 

Fort St. George, ijth September, 1776. 

• .Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, 30/^ March, 1777. 

To Major Home, commanding at the Mount. 

S I R, 

WE are to defire that you will communicate to Lord Pigot the 
accompanying copies of a letter to us from Mr, Paul Benfield, with 
our anfwer thereto -, and fhould his Lordfhip be defirous of having 
copies of them, you will furnifti him accordingly. 

We are, Sir, 

Fort'St. George, Your mdft obedient fervants, 

the 17th September, 1776. 

GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council. 

A true Copy, R. J. Sulivan, Secretary. 

JLetter from George Stratton, E/q; &c. Council, to Major Home., dated Fort 

St. George iZtb September, 1776. 

Received over-land by -Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, $oth March, 1777. . 

$0. Major. Matthew Hornz, commanding at the Mount. 

SIR, 
W E have received'your;letter of yefterday. 

Since Lord Pigot has informed you, that he believes there are no 
-other publick papers with his own, except the general letter from the 
Company by the Triton, of which we have a duplicate, and fome fc- 

* *N. B. The ConfidtAtlon of the i$tb of September > is not contained in the book received 
from Colonei Capper. 

cm 
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cret inftru&iofl* Tom the Court of Direflors reipeftiag; theif home- 
*ward-bound fliips. We defire you will fignify to his Lordfhip, he is at 
liberty to fend any perfon to Tertiove his private papers and effects 
•whenever he (hall think proper, and that we (hall rely on his Lord- 
fhip delivering up all thofe of a publick nature. 

We are, Sir, 

: Fort St. George, Your moft obedient fervants* 

** 8 th September, 1 7 76. 

GEORGE STRATTON, &c> Council, 

P. S. We defire you will acquaint his Lordfhip, that the conful- 
Nations at which he prefided are ready for figning, and that, if it be 
agreeable to him, the Secretaries will accordingly attend him with 
the confultations for that purpoft. 

A tree Copy* R. J. Sulivan> Secretary. 


f. N n n Return 
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Return of Ordnance and Stores at Tanjore for the Month of June, 177 6. 


Qualities. 


Remains 
3 1 ft May 


Brafs guns and carr. 6 pounders 
Tumbrils — — — 
-Round lhot fix'd, 6 pounders 
Grape do. do. do. 
Flannel cartridges, do. 
Do. empty bags do. 

Cloth do. do. do. 

Tubes filled <Jo. 

Port fires " — — — ■ 
Match -^- -*- 
Europe 
Cotton — 
Country ■ — 
Tube boxes with ftraps 
Port fire fticks — — 
Claw hammers — — 
Pinchers — pairs 

Priming wires and bitts, each 
Round, ragged, and fpringl 
fpikes, each j 

Relieves for do. — 

Aprons, lead — — 

Spunges — — 

12 pounders — 

6 do. — — 
3 do. .-r- — 


Received 


Sks. 
do. 
do. 


Ladles 


12 pounders 
6 


Haverfacks and buckets, each 
Drag ropes — prs. 

Tompionswith collars 
Padlocks with keys 
Handfpikes 


Tarpaulins 


Traverfing 
Purchafins: 


Large 


4 

4 

4*4 

76 

79 

99 

140 

93 2 
208 


12 
*5 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


4 
4 


* » ■ • 


2 

14 

2 

2 

4 
2 

8 

4 
4 

12 

8 
8 


IiTued 


'. 


50 


128 

128 
18 


For what fervice, and by whofe erder. 


For his Majefty's birth-day, 1 
I &c. Colonel Harper J 
Do. do. do. do. do. do. 
Do. do. do, do A do. dp* 


For the ufe of the garri. do. do. 


Remains 
3othJunc 

• 

4 

4 
424- 

79 
99 

IX 

804 

190 

12 
If 

S9 

4- 

4 
4 
4 

4 


4 
4 

2 
H 

2 

2 
2 

4 

4 
12 

8 
8 


Tarpaulins 


( w > 


Qualities, 


Remains 
3 1 ft May 


Tarpaulins 

Gun 
Tumbril 

Greafe 

Xar — — 
Spare yokes 
Single 

Double — 
Country rope 


duprs 
de* 


Twine 


inch 
2^- do. 


Europe — 

Bengal — 

Country — 

Small coir for lafhing 

Sinnet — — 

£pun-yanr — — 
Private tents — 
Gun flags — — 
Hambro' line — 
Marline — — • 
A parfc -line — 

Po. pickets ftod - 
Gttn fcrapers — 
Gun fearehers — 
Do. fifhes — — 
Artificers cart — 

Steel, country '— ■ 

Felling axe*- 1 — ' 
Han4 do. — 
Hand hammers — 
Anvil ~~ — 

Pick axes — 

Bill kooks 
Mamolies -~ 

Han<Uaws — • 
Country do, large 

z 


ceit 
<lo; 
do; 

fkn. 
do. 
• lb. 

bundles, 
fathr. 
balls 


Acs. 


Received 


MTued 


4 
4 
H 


4 

12 


3t 


5 

4 
4 

3 

30 

7t 
2 

1 

31 
12 

1 

I* 

2* 

3 

3' 
1 

1. 

3 
3 


6 

a 

3t 


r 

4 

1 

4 


I 
I 


For what fervice, and bywhofc order. 


Remains 
30th June 


\ For the ufe of the carriages, 
* Storekeeper 


For mending tarpaulin, Storek. 


^mmmmm 


For coating of fpunges, do. 


'For coating of fpunges 


mmmmm 


m ■ t 


For repairing fcrapers and 
fearehers, Storekeeper 


} 


r *• 


4 

4. 


If 


12 


3f 

'f 


4 
4 

3 

3 

2$ 

7f- 
a 

t 

1 

12. 

2 

1. 


.1 

3 

3 
1 

1 

6 

"** 

2 

1 


/ 


L 


C *"5» ") 


Qualities. 


Mfc 


r Rafps % — 
•Bench vice 

Handvice — 
. Auners — - 

Gimblets — 

Sledge hammers 
"Plains — 

Bellows • — • 

Sparc axle-trees 
.Dammers — 

Chalk — 

Solder •■■ 
iBorax ~ 

*Canvas — 

Wax cloth 

Whito cloth 

Blue do. - 
Gunny — - 
Do. bags — 
Europe hydes 
Scifiars 


pairs 

lb. 
lb. 
lb. 
lb. 


yards 
piece 
do. 

do. 
do. 


Laboratory knives 
Palms — • 

Needles — 

Sail 
Gunny 
Small 

Cetton thread 


pairs 


Bees wax 

Rattan bundles 

Lan thorn 
Wax candles 
Cocoanutoil 

Linfeed oil 


lb. 
lb. 


md. 
feers. 

£all. 


Remains] 
3 1 ft May 

-2 
1 

A- 

4 
i 

2 

4 

2 

3 


Received 


V; 


•*- 


4 
I 

34 
l 

5 

a 
8 

37 


4 


7 
6 


12 

5 
53 

4 


■t 


-a 



«* 


^*i 


— • 


«• 


- *1 


For wh 


at fervice, and by whofct)itlcrs.j ?? H1 * 


■*»** 


— * 


■ i ■ 


" * ■! 


— ^ 


» . 


^— ^*-****^» 


■^MMtoaM 


■•* 


*. ■ ■ ■ * 


-ta*^«MM«H 


For the repairing oFtarpau- ? 
lins, Storekeeper 3 


For making cartridge bags,! 
Colonel Harper- J 


Mr 


■^ ■■ i 


*M«* 


*•««« 


*•■— ^•^^w 


For making cartridges, Co-1 
lonel Harper j 

Do. do* - do. 


<*BM-«»n*- 


.—■* * i 


for the ufeof theCommand- 
ing Officer, Col. Harper 


} 


*mm^**m^*m* 


For the nfe of elevating 
fcifews* &c. Storekeeper 

For imaking of the guns,' 
Colonel Harper. 


i 

4 

4 

2 

3 
6 

•4 
I 

3 d 

t 

» 

ft 

* 

37 
i 

4 

7 
•6 

7 

is 
J 

3 


t 


7 

Spanifli 


( *53 ) 


Qualities. 


Spanifli white — lb. 

White lead — lb. 

Scales and compaffcs fets 

Mufket ball cartridges — 

Carbine do. — — 

Mufket flints — " — 

Carbine do. — , — 

Mufket blunt cartridges — 

Loofe mufket balls — 

Drum heads — — 

. Sticks — . prs. 

Cords — — 

Braces — 

Snares — - 
Paper, country — 
Copper hoops — 
Europe powder 


Nabob's do. — 

Iron ihot 26 pound. 
20 do. 
1 2 do. 
Shells 13 inch - 

8 do. 
5 4 r do. - 
4£ do. - 
Iron grape of forts 
Stone (hot, do* — 


fets 
do. 
reams 

lb. 

do. 


Kematns 
31ft May 


Received 


Iffucd 


45055 
2000 

1966 

200 
76174 

36 

10 

6 

17 
24 

23 
"t 
14 
108 

3° 


176661 


460 

64 

170 

xi.7 
11 

1 

*3 
1 

2550 
*5873 


33S 6 


>— ••»». 


1185 

36760 


490 


For what fcrvice, andbywhofeordsr;.' ot h|une 


For the marking of theguns, 1 
Colonel Harper j 


arper 


To the European and Sea-1 
poys-, Colonel Harper J 


To the European and Sea-*) 
poys, do* J 


To the European and Sea -1 
poys, do. J 

From the European and Seapoys 


For the ufe of the morning^ 
and evening guns, and> 
Colonel Harper -» 


>■ Found in the garrifon 


•m^- 


6 

* 1 

1 

4169^; 

2000 • 

781 

2CO> 

39414 

17702. 
IO 

6 

17 

24 

23 

12 tI 

14 
108 


64 
170 

Ix 7 
11 

I; 

*3 

1 

2550 
i* 8 73i 


HENRY BROOKE, Military Storekeeper. 


Ooo 


Krejeaf 
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Prefent State of Ordnance and Stores in the Gam/ia of Tanjore, 13//; Augufi 


Qualities. 


Quamity 


• Detachment. 
Bfafs guns, 6 pounders 
Carriages with Umbers 
Tumbrils 


Round fhot fixed, 6 pounders 
„ Grape ditto ditto 
Flannel cartridges ditto 

.Ditto empty bags 

Cloth ditto 

Tubes filled 

Port fires ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Match, 


Europe 
Cotton 
Country 
Tube boxes 
Claw hammers 
Pinchers 


Iks. 
ditto 
ditto 


prs 
each 


*■*■«■« 


Prickers and bitts, 

Spikes, 

Round — 
Ragged — 
Spring — 

Reliefs for ditto 

Aprons of lead — 

Spunges, 

12 pounders 
6 ditto 
3 ditto 

Ladles, 

12 pounders 
6 ditto — 
3 ditto — 

Haverfftcks and backets each 

Drag ropes — - prs. 


4 

4 

4 
424 

96 

79 

99 
146 

802 

190 

12 

15 

54 

4 

4 

4 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

2 
H 

a 

4 
2 

8 

4 


Qualities. 


Tompions with collars 
Padlocks with keys 
Handlpikes, 

Traverfing 

Purchafing 
Tarpaulins, 

Large — 

Gun 


Tumbril 
Dupper's greafe and tar, each 
Yokes, 

Single — — 

Double - 
Country rope, 

44- inch coils 

34. ditto ditto 

24- ditto ditto 

Small coir for lafhing bundles 

Sinnet , . lb. 

Twine, 

Europe — flcs- 
Bengal — — ditto 
Country — lb. 

Spun yarn balls 

Private tents 

Gun flag _— . 

Hambro' line ■— fks. 
Marline - » ditto 

Parkline ■ ditto 

Ditto pickets (fhod) 
Gun fcrapers — — — — 
Ditto fearchers ' ■ 

Ditto fifhers 

Artificer's cart 

Felling axes ■ «■ 


Quantity 


4 
12 

8 

8 

2 

4 

4 

I- 
* 

4 

12 


I 

3 


4 
4 
3 

2 
I 

3i 

12 

I 
12 

2 

3 

3 
1 . 

3 
Ha 
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Continued. 


Qualities. 


Quantit) 


T" 


Hand axes 

Sledge hammers ' — 

Hand ditto 

Anvil 

Pickaxes — 

Bill hooks 

Mamolies — 

Hand faws 

Country ditto, large 

Rafps • ■ 

Bench vice — 

Hand ditto — 

Augers — • 

Gimbkts — — 

Planes — 

Bellows ■ ■ 
Spare axle-trees 
iJammer 


pis* 


MM*i 


Chalk — 

Solder 

Borax ■ ■ ■ 

Canvas — — 

Wax cloth — 
White ditto — 
Blue ditto — 

Gunny — — 
Ditto bags 
Europe hydes 

Sciflars 

Laboratory knives 

Palms 

Needles, 

Sail 
Gunny 
Small 
Cotton thread 
Rattan . ■ 


lb. 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
yards 

pieces 
dkto 
ditto 

pieces 


pairs 


lb. 

bundles 


3 
i 

3 
i 

i 

6 

2 
I 

.2 
i 
i 

4 

4 

2 

4 

2 

3 
6 

4 
i 

30 
1 

2 

2 

8 

37 

i 

7 
6 

7 

12 

5 

S3 

3 
6 


Qualities. 


* 


Lanthorn 

Wax candles — 
Cocoanut oil ■ 

Linfeed oil — 

Wood oil 

White lead ■ ■ ■ 

Indigo ■ 

Scales and weights 
Muflcet ball cartridges 
Carbine ditto ditto 
Loofe muflcet balls 
Muflcet flints, field 
Carbine ditto dkto 
Blunt cartridges — 
Drum fticks ■ 
Cords ■ 

Snares ■ ■ 

Braces — 

Country paper — * 
Cooper hoOKs -1 


md. 

feers 

galls. 

ditto 

■ lb. 

ditto 

lets 


Garrifon. 


Iron guns, 


26 pounder 
20 ditto 
16 ditto . 
12 ditto 
10 ditto fc 

9 ditto 

« ditto 

6 ditto 
5^ ditto 

4 ditto 

3 ditto 

2 ditto 

1 ditto 


pairs 

fets 
ditto 

reams 


Quantity 


X 


3 

4 
1 

41662 

aooo 

17727 

7<*2 

200 

39414 

6 

»7 
*J 
24 

14 


3 

4 
2 

6 

7 
2 

6 

21 

8 

7 
6 

9 
H- 

Swivels 



( * 

s* ) 



Continued* 


Qualities. 

Quantity 

Qualities. 

Quantit 

Swivels 4 pounder 

14 

A number of chefts full of") 
powder J 


Brafs. guns>. 



20 ditto 

I 

Mamolies . — 

9OO 

5$ ditta 

I 


IT\ 


5° 

4 ditto 

I 

Bill hooks 

1 00 

2 ditto . 

2 

Malabar gun, 


1 \ ditto 

I 

* 22 inches 


4 

1 ditto 

2 

194- ditto 


Small brafs guns unfervice-1 
able — J. 

II 

. 1 6~ ditto 
1 14- ditto 


Brafs mortars, 


94. ditto- 


13 inch 


84 ditto 

v 

10 ditto 


.8 ditto . 


8 ditto 


$ ditto 


St ditto 


9 ditto 

- 

Iron mortars, 8 inch 


Iron Shells,. 


Garrifon carriages without! 
-wheels, repairable . J 

A ^% 

1 3 inch 

11 

49 

8 ditto 


Ditto with wheels, ditto 

*4 

St ditto 

*3 

Truck carriages,, ditto 

a 

4|- ditto 

• 1 

Spare wheels, ditto — 

39 

Iron (hot, 


Gunpowder a great quantity 


26 pounder 

64 

Saltpetre ditto 


20 ditto 

170 

Sulphur ditto 


12 ditto 

117 

A quantity of coarfe quick! 
match unferviceable J 

m 

Iron grape of forts 

2550 


Stone fhot of different Calibres 

1575a 

A number of empty, chefts 

• 

• 

Ditto fhells ditto ditto 

I7» 


BENRY BROOKE, Military Storekeeper^ 


Letter 


( *57 ) 

_ Letter from Mr. Benfield. 

To the Honourable George Stratton, Efy. Prefident and Governor^ &fo 
Council of Fort St. George, dated 8 th September, 1776. 

Received over-land by Colonel Capper, 30A& March, 1777. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

HAVING never given caufe to Lord Pigot to draw his rcfentment 
on me, I was at a lofs to find out the reafon why his Lordfhip was in- 
duced to take meafures againftme fo injurious to my credit and fortune 
as have been reprefented by me to the Board ; I now clearly perceive 
that his views in fo doing were interefted, and that it was his own good, 
not that of the Company, he purfued in thofe meafures during his late 
adminiftration. As afervant to the Company, and wifhing to bring to 
light the true motives of Lord Pigot's publick conduct, as well as in 
juftice to myfelf, I take this occafion to inform your Honour, &c. that 
I have arrived at the knowledge of certain tranfaltions of the late Pre- 
fident Lord Pigot, fuch as his obtaining very large fums of money, 
jewels, and plate, to a great amount, from Indian Princes, contrary to co- 
venants and the repeated orders of the Company, and which conftitute 
him guilty of infringement of the late A£t of Parliament. 

As I am refolved to take every legal method, by prorecution or other- 
wife, here and in England, to prove beyond a doubt this delinquency 
and breach of public truft in his Lordfhip \ and as I fhall have occafion 
to apply to the Honourable Board to obtain certain evidences redding 
within the bounds of Tanjore, or in places belonging to his Highnefs 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, I truft I (hall meet with your affiftance and 
fupporr. 

I have thought it my duty not only to make thofe reprefentations to 

your Honour, &c. but that they may be known to Lord Pigot himfelf , 

t P p p againft 


againft whom I mean- to commence profecutions before the Court*. 
competent in thofe cafes. 

Madras, I am, with refpecT, 

8th September, 177$, Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your obedient, humble fertoant, 

PAUL BENFIELD, 

A true Copy. R. J. Sulivan, Secretary.. 

Lelter from George Stratton, &c. Council, to Mr. Benfield, dated, ForJ £u 

George, 17th September, 1776. 

i 

1 

Received over land by LientenanhG>knel Capper, 30th Marcby.1777. 

fa. Mr. Paul Benficld. 

* 

• SI R, 
YESTERDAY we received jrour letter dated the 8th inftattf, and' 
are at a loft to under ft and what you mean by the words obtaining eviden- 
ces. The only way in which we can aft is this, to recommend to the 
Princes in alliance with the Honourable Company to permit fuch of their 
fubjefts to come here as may be neceflary to give evidence in any fuits 
you may judge it proper to prefer againft Lord Pigot, without, iattrf<wv 
ing in any. other refpedt either by our authority or influence, 

'We Ihall tranfmit copy of your letter, with our anfwer, to Major. 
Ilorne, in order that he may communicate the fame to Lord Pigot.. 

> We are, Sir,. 

Fort Su George, Your moft obedient fervants,' 

17th September, 1776. GEORGE STRATTON, &c. Council; 

a 

« 

A true Copy. R. J. Sylivan, &c. Secretary. 
4. Tranflatiom 


njlationof a Mar ma Letter from the Rajah of Tan/ore to the Honour* 
able George Strat$on y Efq. Prefident and Governor, &c. Council at Fort 
St. George, dated Ztb September, 1776. 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, %otb March, 1777. 

1 SENT fome cloths as a prefent, wkh a letter to your Honour, which 
you was pleafed to accept of with great kindnefs ; and, at the fame 
time, your Honour was pleafed.to tell my Vackeels,Treumbaga, Saumba- 
jee, and Rudrajee Pundat, that you would affift in all affairs of my Go- 
yernment. This particular news my Vackeels wrote to me, and alfo 
Colonel Harper acquainted me particularly with all news ypu wrote to 
him, by which I was fo overjoyed that I cannot exprefs it in my letter* - 

I am eftabltfhed in the Government by the protcdion of the Honour- 
able Company, and they bear the heavinefs df fupporting me* with fin- 
cere kindnefe. la all refpc&s I depend on them, without taking any far- 
ther confederation concerning my Government-affairs, which mud be 
fettled by your, affiftance and protection. 

The Anracu't* or bank of the river Cavary, has been broke, which to 
repair, and to encourage the inhabitants of the country to carry on the 
cultivating bufinefs, will colt me one Lack of Pagodas, which fum I beg 
of the Honourable Company to lend me. The Poligars difturb the 
people in my country * I muft take the trouble to reprimand them, and 
bring them into a proper way. 

Concerning, the above-mentioned three different affairs I wrote to my 
Vackeels , in order to explain them to your Honour in a particular man- 
ner* 

1 hope you will be pleafed to take thefe affairs into your ferious confc 
deration, and get them done according to my Vackeels requefc They 

will 


>v 


C 260 ) 

-will always attend on your Honour, antt will apply to you for all the 
affairs of my Government. 

I am as your youngeft brother, and I (hall not forget any of your 
kindneffes as long as I live ; you are very fenfible of this j I need not 
acquaint you of any thing further of my affairs. 

What can I fay more ? 

A true Copy. R. J- Sulivan, Secretary- 

» 

Tranjlation of a Marat t a Letter from Tuljaujee, Maharajah of Tanjore, to the 
Honourable George Stratton, Efq. Prejident and Governor > &c. Council of 
Fort St. George, dated the i$th September, 1776* 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, ^oth March, 1777. 

I AM to acquaint your Honour, &c. Gentlemen, that I have re- 
ceived your favour dated the 10th inftant* which I have perufed and 
am greatly rejoiced at it. I cannot mention in this letter what joy I 
felt on perqfing of it. I find continually your Honours intend by 
fevcral means to (hew favour and affiftance to all the fubje&s of my 
Government. As my Government was fettled by the favour and 
affiftance of the Honourable Company, all the honour and credit 
which they do me ought to be their's. I am informed by your letter 
of all the affairs which you intend doing for me in future ; on being 
informed of this ; I am perfeftjy fatisfied, and carry in my mind all the 
favours that were done by the Honourable Company hitherto. 
I ivilh always that your favour and affiftance to me may be encreafed 
xUily. Xqu are fenfible of every thing. 

What can I fay more ? 

A true Copy* R. J, SULIVAN, Secretary. 

Extract 


1 

* 


r 


( ft6i ) 

Rxtrafr of General Letter from George Stratton, Henry Brooke, Efquires, 
Sir Robert Fletcher, Charles Flayer, ArchdaU F aimer, Francis Jourdan, 
and George Mackay, Efquires, dated Fort St. George, ujl September, 1776* . 

Received over- land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, y>th March, 1777. - 

a 1 . MR. FLOYER, whom your Honours were pleafect to appoint . 
6hief of Mazulipatam in fucceffion to Mr. Whitehill, arrived here on 
the Greenwich.. Mr. Whitehill had fome months before obtained 
leave to go. home, and the Chieflhip- being vacant on Mr. FIoyer*s 
arrival, that gentleman immediately made application to go down to 
Mazulipatam in coafequenceof your appointment. Lord Pigot pofi- 
tiveJy refufed hid concurrence, obferving that he had received infor- 
mation of fome great abufes which had crept into the management of 
the Company's affairs at Mazulipatam, and that until thefc were en- 
quired into and. remedied he could not aflcnt to Mr." Floycr's going 
d6wn. .- 

m. On the aift June Mr. Floyer was formally appointed to the 
Ghieffhip in confequence of your orders, Lord Pigot minuting upon 
the occafion, that he was of opinion your Honours had made " An 
** improper appointment, not only in the manner in whith it had been ? 
<c done, but as it was an injury to Mr. Floyer's femora." 

23. Mr; Floyer was itill ' detained here in expeftation that Lord 
Pigot would lay before the Board the information he had mentioned 
relative to the abufes. exifting at Mazulipatam. His Lordfhip took 
no fteps for this purpofe until the 9th of Auguft, when he laid before 
the Board a draught of a letter which he had prepared for Mazulipatam, . 
containing the fubftance of what he meant to offer on the fubjeft of 
thofe abufes. On reference to it we doubt not your Honours will be 
eqdfjly difappointed with ourfelves to find there was nothing mentioned 
by the Prefident of any importance, or which ought to have detained . 

t Qji.q, Mr.. 
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"Mr, Floycr a moment "from his Chieflhip. — The Chief and Council at 
Mazulipatam will be direfted to enquire into the fubjeft of the letter 
propofed by Lord' Pigot tobc Fent to that Settlement, and Mr. Floyer 
liirtifelf will godown to take charge of the Chieflhip after the departure 

« of the Grenville. 

28. In our confukatioo of the 28th June your Honours will find 
. a minute entered by Lord Pigor, urging a variety of reafons to (hew 
the propriety of appointing a Chief and Council at Tanjore, recommen- 
ding that meafure in the ftrongcft terms to the Board, and propofing Mr. 
Ruffeli to be Chief, and three other gentlemen, whom he named, to be of 
the Council As we had received no previous information from Lord 
Pigot of this defign, and had not ourfelves the mod diftant idea that 
fuch a plan would ever be recommended to the Board, we exprefled our 
furprize at the fudden manner in which it had been introduced, and re- 
quefted Lord Pigot would not defire us to come to an hafty dedfion, but 
permit us to confider the fubjeA well before we gave our opinions. His 
Lord (hip, notwithftanding, prefled us in the ftrongcft manner for an 
Immediate determination -, and there appearing to us no other means of 
avoiding it than by a previous queftion, Si» Robert Fletcher made a mo- 
tion xo that effeft ; but Lord Pigot, contrary to all rule, would not fuffer 
it to be put, (till urging us to give an opinion upon his propofaL At 
length an expedient was found out to relieve us. Mr. Dawfon had, before 
this time, been excufed attending Council on account of his health, and 
the preparations he was making for his voyage to Europe, but at the 
particular requeft of the Prefident he came to the Board on that day. 
Loid Pigot obferved, that confidering Mr, Dawfon's fituation, hexrould 
not with any propriety defire his attendance again ; and mentioned this 
as one rcafon why he wifhed us to come to an immediate deciiion. Mr. 
Dawfon thereupon expreifing his readinefs to attend the Board at any 
future time that might be appointed for taking the Prefident's propofal 
into confederation, we were by this means only .enabled to gain a rJTpite 
of a few daya. 

op. On 
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29. On the 8 th July the matter was again brought before us, and 
Mr. Dawfon again attended for this purpofe only. The Prefidcnt put 
the queftion for the appointment of a Chief and Council at Tanjore* 
which was thrown out by a majority. ,Hc then moved, that Mr. Ruffe 11 
might be appointed Refident at Tanjore, and carried the queftion by 
his. cafting voice. 

30. For the opinions of the feveral members on thefe queftions we 
beg leave to refer to our minutes* 

31. Tour Honours, on reading this part of our proceedings, will no 
doubt particularly notice the great impropriety and indecency of Lord 
Pigot's conduft, m urging the Council to decide upon matters of fuch 
great importance, without allowing them any time to con fide r and refledt 
upon the confequenees. A procedure of this kind, if authorifed and 
encouraged, would deftroy every purpofe of a Council, which is inftitu- 
ted exprefsly to deliberate with cate and attention upon every mea- 
sure that is propofed ; had not an expedient, which ^proved convenient to 
his Lordfhip, been found out to relieve u$, one of thefe alternatives 
would have happened j either we muft have been forced to give our opi- 
nions totally unprepared, or we muft have fat at the Council Board until 
we had made ourfelves matters of the fubjeft ; which, confidering it's im- 
portance, and the neceffity of referring to records, could not be in lefs 
than two or three days.; or, laftly, we muft have endeavoured to com- 
pel his Lordlhip to .give us time, and that could not have been done 
without proceeding to the laft extremities, fince he Iiad refufed pofitive- 
ly to put a previous queftion, or to liften to any propofal for an adjourn- 
ment. The fituation to which we were reduced was very diftrefling ; 
and we mention our conduct in this inftance as a ftrong proof, amongft 
many other;, of our forbearance and moderation towards Lord Pigot. 

32. The , propofed appointment of a Chief and Council, and in 
failure of that, a Refident at Tanjore, upon which Lord Pigot required 
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to hafty an opinion from us r .has fallen under the particular notice of the 
Governor-General and. Council of Bengal, as you will perceive by the 
late letter from them,, to which we have referred in our add refs from 
the Military department. In that letter the opinions of the Governor 
and Council unanimoufly confirm the propriety of the reafons urged 
for oppofing the meafure. 

Military de- 3^. ftfr. Charlfcs Mordaunt, one of your civil fervants, having up-- 

26th Auguft. on the arreft of Lord Pigot written a letter, wherein he refufed to ac- 
knowledge the prefent Government, we were under the neeeffity-of fuf- 
pending him from the Company Vferviee until your pleafure b§ known*. 

29th Auguft* 34. Your Honours will find in our confutations from the other de- 

partment a letter addreffed to us by thirty-eighcof your civil fervants at 
the Prefidency, declaring their fentiments on the late adt by which Lord' 
Pigot was put in arreft, and diverted of the office of Prefident of thev 
Council ; they take upon themfelves in this letter to deny the legality 
of the g vernment, to cenfure and proteft againft our proceedings; ne-* 
verthelefs they make a voluntary offer of their fer vices to us*inrheir feve- 
jal ftations until your pleafure can be fignified upon our conduft. 

35. We confefs it was a matter of fome furprize to us to obferve 
our proceedings arraigned in terms To difrefpedtful by any of your 
fervants ; but our furprize was much increafed, when, .upon reference to - 
the lift, we found that the greateft part of the gentlemen whoiubferibed. 
this remonftrance were very young fervants of the Company. . 

36. In whatever light our condud: might have appeared to thefe 
Gentlemen, we did imagine their duty to you would have induced them 
to refpeft our authority, and to obey our orders with chearfulnefs and 
alacrity ; particularly at this time, when a zealous and firm union . 
amongft the fervants of the Company becomes fo neceflary to remove, 
the effefts of thofe violent proceedings by. which the conftitution of the 

government 


government was deftroyed, and the whole powers of the Company 
aflumed by a fingle perfon, 

37. Your Honours will no doubt remark how exceedingly impro* 
per it is in any of your junior fervants to condehin, cenfure, and proteft 
againft'any aft of their fuperiors in which they are not concerned, and 
for which they are no ways refponfible ; fuch condmffc can only tend 
by ill example, to deftroy all fubordination, and produce infinite diffi- 
culties in the management of your affairs j and you will accordingly 
find in the tnftance before us, that it has had this effect in a great de- 
gree already. 

38. A few days after the remonftrance was delivered in, the Prefi- *!* Sc pt» 
dent received an official letter from Mr, Robert Duncan Munro, one 

of the gentlemen who had figned it, which was addrefied in the follow- 
ing words : u To Mr. George Slratton, who Jiiles himfelf Prejident of the 
Council and Governor of Fort St. George" The Prefident confidering this 
ftep as rafh and ill advifed, took great pains, by means of Mr. Munro's 
friends, to make him fenfiblc of the impropriety of his condudt; but 
he ftill perfifted he was right* and would not alter the form of the 
addrefs. 

39. The mode of proceeding which you have laid down for the 
trial of offences committed by your fervants, is to furnifh them with a 
copy of the charge againft them in writing, and to give them a reafon* 
able time to anfwer it ; but this can only be obferved in cafes where the 
party may deny the accufation, and make it neceflary to produce proof* 
In the prefent inftance the fadt was acknowledged apd avowed by the 
party himfelf, no further proof was required ; and Mr. Munro having 
had a reafonable time given him to repair his fault, if he, had thought 
proper, was certainly treated with all the tendernefs and circumlpeftion 
which your orders fo ftrqngly enjoin* 

f Rrt 40. The 
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40. The offence committed by Mr, Munro was of fuch a nature 
as to require exemplary punifhment. He was the firft amongft thole 
who figned the remonftrance that ventured openly to defy our authori- 
ty. The terms of the addrefs to our Prefident were fo highly indecent 
and difrefpedtful, as to add the greateft infult to that defiance. Under 
thefe circumftances, we were of opinion that Mr. Munro was a very im- 
proper perfon to be continued in your fervice, and accordingly refolved" 
jthat he (hould be fufpended therefrom until your pleafure could be 
known. He has fince written a letter to us on the fubjeft, and proteft- 
ed againft our proceedings. 

41. The next perfon who came under our notice for difobedience 
of orders was Mr. Jofeph Revell, who held the office of Sub-Secretary of 
the civil department and Clerk of the Peace. We had judged it ex- 
pedient to appoint this gentleman to be an affiftant at Vizagapatam. 
He wrote a letter in confequence to the Secretary, remonftrating in very 
improper terms againft the appointment, and obferving that he hoped 
not to be removed from] the office of Sub-Secretary without a good caufe 
ihewn, and a reafonabte time given him to clear himfelf before a legal 
tribunal if accufed ; and that with refpedt to the office of Clerk of 
the Peace, as he was totally refponfible to that legal authority which is 
constituted by his Majefty's Charter, fo it was his intention not to refign, 
if indeed there were regular means of his doing fo, as he thought there 
were not, before the quarterly meetingof that legal court by the authority 
of which he was appointed. For further particulars we beg leave to 
refer to the letter itfelf. 

42. Being refolved to proceed with as much moderation as poffibte 
towards thofe gentlemen who thought proper to treat us with fo little 
refpefl, hoping thereby to convince them of their error, and to bring 
them back to a fenfe of their duty, the only notice we took of this ex- 
traordinary letter from Mr. Reveii was to repeat our orders for bis 
proceeding to Vizagapatam ; and to prevent any improper delay, we 
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limited his departure tq a certain day. In confequence he wrote a let- 
ter to our Secretary, obferving, as he had done before, that he held the 
office of Clerk of the Peace by virtue of a power delegated by the Royal 
Charter ; that he could not refign the charge of it to any perfon, with- 
out running the rifk of a breach of office and duty in a ftation of the 
firft importance to the community, and thereby expofe himfelf to fhame 
and punilhment. At the fame time he wrote a letter to the gentleman 
whom we had appointed to receive from him the charge of that office, 
informing him that he was unwilling to refign it, and that he fhould 
hold him, or any man who dared ufurp it, amenable to the laws of 
his country. 

43. Still unwilling to take that laft ftep to which Mr. Revell by his 
conduct feemed defirous of compelling us, we gave him another oppor- 
tunity of returning to his duty. He did not however think proper to 
accept it, and repeating a fecond time that he could not leave Madras, 
we were reduced to the neceffity of fufpending him from the fervice 
for a difobedience of our orders. 

44. Before we quit this fubjedi we fhall beg leave to make a few 
obfervations. Mr. Revell held the offices of Sub-Secretary and Clerk of 
the Peace by the appointment of the Prefident and Council, according 
to the ufual form. As a fervant of the Company the Prefident and 
Council may furely employ him as they think proper, and for their con- 
duct in this refpedfc they are only refponfible to you. Almoft all your fer- 
vants hold offices and employs, and if we are not at liberty to remove 
any of them upon other fervices, which may be more for your iirtereft 
and advantage, though perhaps difagreeable to them, without explain* 
ing to them our reafons for fo doing, we are likely to have a great 

deal of unneceffary employment upon our hands, and very little benefit 
from their fervices. 

45. We 
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45* ^ e ^° not mean to ma ^c any further examples of* the fame 
fe verity, if we can poffibly avoid it; and we doubt not, after this great 
mark of our lenity, that any attempt to infult our authority, or to im- 
pede us in the ad minift ration of your affairs, will meet with your 
ftrongeft difapprobation and difpleafure. 

46. We think it neceffiry to inform you, that Mr- William Har* 
court Torriano, whofe name is figned to the remonftrance from the 
junior fervants, wrote a letter on the day it was delivered in, informing 
us that he had been too hafty in figning k ; that he had endeavoured 
to withdraw his name before the paper was delivered, but not being 
permitted to do it, he now requefted it might be erafed, and we have 
complied with his defire accordingly* 

Extra & of General Letter from George Sir at ton, Henry Brooke, Efquircs> Sir 

' Robert Fletcher* Charles Flqyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and 

George Mackay, Efquires, dated Fort St. George, %\fi September, 1776. 

Received over-land by Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, the zd of April, 1777* 
Revcn'ue de- Honourable, 

partment. 

i. IN your feparate letter by the Grenville, dated the 12th Aprils 
1775, you were pleafed to diredt, that "So foon as affairs refpetting 
" Tanjore fhall have been accommodated and finally adjufted, a Com- 
" mittee of your Council, confiding of five members, be appointed to 
" make the Circuit of the northern drears" for the purpofes therein 
explained, 

2. Your Honours will naturally imagine, that very little difficulty 
could have occurred in carrying thefe orders into -execution ; yet we may 
fafely affirm, that we never before experienced fo much debate and op- 
pofition upon any one fingle point, as we did upon the period which 
fliould be fixed for the departure of the Committee of Circuit. 

3* ° n 
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5. On reference to our minutes on this fubje&, you will perceive 
that we wiflied the Committee to proceed upon the Circuit early, in 
compliance with the evident intention of your orders, Mr. Stratton, in 
the month of May laft, delivered in a minute propofing their immediate 
departure, but withdrew it at the requeft of Lord Pigot, who was de- 
firous of waiting the arrival of the fecond fliip of the feafoa from Eng- 
land before any fteps were taken relative to the Circuit% Sir Robert 
Fletcher entered a minute on the fame fubjedfc the 28th of June, and 
feveral other attempts were afterwards made to bring this fubjed again 
into difcuffion, but his Lordlhip continually waved it under fome pre- 
tence or other. At length finding that he was refolved to delay the 
execution of your orders as long as poflible, Mr. Jourdan formally 
moved, in Confutation the 26th July, that the Committee lhould be. 
immediately fent upon the Circuit* The queftion was put, and carried 
for the motion $ and, at a fubfequent meeting, the time of their departure 
was fet down for the 15 th Auguft. 

4, Lord Pigot's views then openly appeared. From the 26th of 
July until the 5th of Auguft no means were left untried to induce us to 
Change our refolution* His Lordfhip pointed out other objeds which 
he faid were of more importance than the bufinefs of the Circuit* Mef- 
lieurs Rufiell and Dairy mple, whom your Honours had appointed mem- 
bers of the Committee, declared themfelves injured by having a day fixed 
for their departure, and remonftrated againft it. In fhort, every obftacle 
that could be thought of was thrown in our way by Lord Pigot ^nd 
thefe gentlemen, purpofely to evade the execution of your pofitive or- 
ders by postponing the departure of the Committee* 

5. Mr, Ruflell, in a letter addrefled to the Board on this occafion, 
makes ufe of the following paffage ; " The Board, when fuller than at . 
€% prefent, did me the honour of appointing me Refident at Tanjore, to 
€% fettle the bufinefs there, and quiet the alarms in the Rajah's mind, be* 
*' fore my fervices on the Circuit lhould be called upon ; and I fhould 
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" hope they would not now fruftrate that appointment) as I cannot but 
" think it a highly neceffary one ; it being well known, that the Nabob** 
" Sons took great pains, and made large offers to Mr. Dawfon, to pre* 
" vent the appointment taking place,, and even now are indefatigable in> 
" their noBurnal vifits." 

6. Here for the firft time appeared the real caufe of all the opposition- 
which had been made to the departure of the Committee of Circuit. 
Mr, Ruflell, by the Prefident's carting voice* was, in Confultation the 
8th July, appointed Refident at Tanjore r Mr. Dawfon attending^ and* 
giving his voice for the appointment, although at his requeft he had been 
before exempted from all duty at the Foard. When thisrefolution pafied» 
it was declared and understood by every member, that the appointment 
of Mr- Ruflell was not intended to prevent his proceeding upon the Cir- 
cuit, whenever it might be determined that the Committee fliould fet 
out. Mr. Ruflell,. after his nomination, remained here near a. months 
apparently without any caufe ; but when the bufinefs of the Circuit was 
in agitation, he then claims his appointment of Refident at Tanjore, a 
fervice, which (if it were at aft neceflary) might as well have been exe- 
cuted by any other perfon ; and this evidently with a view to evade his 
duty as a member of the Committee of Circuit, an appointment ex-* 
prefsly conferred on him by a pofitive order of his employers. Lord 
Pigot preffed Mr. Ruflell's going to Tanjore, with an eagernefs and 
anxiety ftifl greater than Mr. Ruflell himfelf had fhewn, and proceeded 
fo far as to requeft it repeatedly at the Board, were it only for a few daysy 
a circumftance particularly deferving your notice* 

7. When Mr. Ruffelt found that he could not be permitted to go to 
Tanjore, inftead of (hewing that ready compliance which is. due from 
every fervant of the Company to the refolutions of the Board, particu- 
larly when they are founded in your pofitive commands, he declared he 
could not be prepared to proceed on the Circuit before the ift of Odto- 
ber, which was fix weeks after the period fixt by the Board for the de- 
parture 
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parture of the Committee, although he then held 1 the important office 
of Prefident of that Committee; Mr. Dairy mple alfo pleaded for more 
time ; but the Board, feeing no end to the wilful delay of thefe gentle- 
men, and the neceffity of difpatch becoming every day more urgent, it 
was at length refolved that they fliould leave the Prefidency on the ji ft 
of AugufL 

8. Mr. Dawfbn r whom yoar Honours were pleafed to name upon tho 
Committee of Circuit, having obtained leave, from us to go home, and 
Mr. Mackay, another member of your nomination, having, upon his 
application, been excufed' this 1 duty by the unanimous content of the 
Board, on account of his age, which renders him unable to perform a 
fervke of ft> mock fatigue, we were under fbme difficulty in filling up 
the two vacancies. Upon this occafion, Mr. Ployer, though he had* 
Been appointed by you Chief of Mazulipatam, chearfully offered his fer- 
vices in the room of Mr. Dawfon ; and Mr. Lathom, the Chief t>f Cud~ 
dalore^wasrappointed in the room of Mr. Mackay* 

9. Thus, after encountering every fpecie* of oppofltionr that could T>e ConfulAr* 
formed againft the execution of your orders relative to the Circuit, we j u j * ^^d 
at length fucceeded. — We beg your Honours will be referred to our $&,9th»x6t|p 
minutes for the particulars- "^ * 

10. Having taken meafures for putting the bufinels of the Circuit 
in proper train 1 the firft thing that came under our notice was the pafiage 
jb Mr* Rufiell's letter before quoted, wherein he aflerts > that the Na- 
bob's Sons took great pains, and 'made large offers to Mr. Dawfon, to 
prevent his (Mr. Rufiell's) appointment to Tanjjore, and were Hill inde- 
fatigable in their no&urnal vifits. 

H» This paflage, although very obfeure, appeared to convey fbme r 
kind of infinuation thatwas neceffary to be explained. We knew not 
of any offers that had been made to Mr. Dawfon ; and if there were anyi 
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itWs'Hte duty to have mentioned them to the' Board T*eforte1its <Ie«i 
parture. As to the reft, we propofedxalling upon Mr. Ruflell for an 
explanation j but, before we could ilo this, Lord Pigot moved a que- 
•ftion, which we think will appear to your Honours the moft extraordi- 
nary that ever was entered upon record^ it was in thefe words : " That 
€€ if upon enquiry it ihauld appear, that the noRurnal vifits mentioned 
" in Mr. Ruflell'* letter to be made by the Nabob's Sons, be to iiiem- 
« bersof.the Board, fuch members be fufpeftded from the Company's. 
M fervice tantil their pleafure be known*" 

;i2. This queftion was thrown out by a majority of eight to three* 
The attempt however to pais an order to condemn men unknown, un- 
heard, and even before any charge was produced againft them, bejrays 
principles of the moft arbitrary kind. His Lordfhjp, it is true, pretends 
that his motion was founded on a refolution which had pafled fome timo 
before, to prevent members of the Board from vifiting or receiving 
vifits from the Nabob or his family; but this refolution having been 
■caufed by a mifreprefentation from the Prefident refpefting the (landing 
orders of the Company, was afterwards refcinded by a majority of the 
Board, and could not therefore afford the leaft ground for the motion. 

13. It is with great reluctance that we employ your time tipon fudh 
irkfome and difagreeablc fubje&s. We Aall only obfervc farther, 
that when we called upon Mr. Ruflell to explain the remark in his 
letter, that the Nabob's Sons were dill indefatigable in their noSiurnal 
vifttSy Lord Pigot immediately obferved, that Mr. Ruflell had received 
that information from himfelf i that what he meant by nolfurnal vijits 
<wa?, vifits made after fun-fet ; but 'as be had failed in his motion, 
to bring the punifhment home, he fhould conceal the names of the 
offenders until another opportunity. To thofe who are not well ac- 
quainted with .the cuftoms of this country, the term noElurnal vifits, as 
.applied by his Lordfhip, might poflibly convey an idea, that fuch vifits 
irom any of the Nabob's family to members of the Board are impro- 
Wr; but when it isunderftood, that amongft the Moors of diftin&ion 
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the only time of making complimentary vifits is after funfct: the attempt 
to affix any idea of criminality to vifits of this kind appears very unbe- 
coming and injurious, 

14. Your Honors will, we conceive, be no lefs aftonifhed than con- 
cerned to fee the Prefident and another Member of your Council inter- 
rupting bufinefs of real importance to your interefts, by frivolous and un- 
juft attempts to traduce the characters of thofe who are adting in difcharge 
of their duty, and are at the very time endeavouring, in oppofuion to 
thofe gentlemen, to carry into execution your pofnive orders. Had Lord 
Pigot or Mr. Ruflell been able to produce any real charge, it is difficult - 
to imagine upon this occafion they would have concealed it * but the man- 
ner in which the attack was made, is the cleared proof that it was with- 
out any kind of foundation. No nan charges by infinuation who -can 
fupport what he advances. In the prefent cafe the attempt was to convey 
the idea of a charge only ; and to proceed immediately from' this to a vote 
of condemnation, is certainly, an aft of cruelty and injuftice fcarcely 'to • 
be paralleled. 

15. Meffieurs Ruflell, Dalrymple, and Lathom, Members of the Com- 
mittee of Circuit, having been fufpended from the Company's fervice, 
as you will be advifed from the military department, we were unable to • 
fill up thefe vacancies from the Council, and ftill leave a fufficienc number 
to tranfad your affairs at the Prefidency. For this reafon we have feledb- 
ed three fenior fervants of the Company under Council, Meffieurs Peter 
Perring, James Daniel, and Quintin Craufurd, who, in conjunction with . 
Mr. Johnfon and Mr. Floyer, two Members of the Council, now com- 
pofe the Committee of Circuit. We have prepared fuch inftru&ions as • 
appear to us neceffary for their guidance. Meffieurs Johnfon, Perring, . 
Daniel, and Craufurd will proceed on the Circuit immediately, but we 
have permitted Mr. Floyer to go fir ft to Mafulipatam, where he has been • 
appointed Chief, and to remain there as long as he ihall think necefiary - 
to acquire fufficient information rcfpeding the affairs of that Chief- - 
Ihip. 

« 

Extract of Letter from the Governor- General and Council at Fort Wil- 
Jiam, in their Secret Department, to the Court of Directors, dated 22d » 
Auguft 1776; received per Syren, the 26th April 1777. 

Par. 12. WE are forry to acquaint you, that we have been again tinder 
the necelfity of exercifing the controlling powers belonging to this Govern 4 - 
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•went, in reftraining and rectifying fome irregularities in the Government of 
Madraf<, but more particularly in the condufl of my Lord Pigot towards 
the Nabob of the Carnatic. In the month of May laft the Nabob wrote 
-to us a very affe&ing letter, complaining amongft other things that Lord 
Pigot had fent a detachment of the Company's troops to arreft Narroo 
Pundit, the Dobbeer, his fervant, in the town of Arialoor. As that place 
isfuuated far without the diftrift of Tanjore, and wiihin that of Trrchi- 
nopoly, we could not help con fidering the fa&, if proved, as a violation 
of the peace of the Carnatic, unlefs it had been committed by miftake, 
or that it Was abfolutely neceflary for the execution of your commands: 
we thereupon wrote to the Council at Madrafs, to diredl them to fend us 
all their proceedings relative to the reftoration of the Rajah of Tanjore ; 
thefe having been tranfmitted to us, together with feveral other Letters 
and papers from the Nabob of Arcot, we took 'them into our fericus 
confideration, and unanimoufly agreed to the Refolutions which were lent 
to Madrafs, accompanying our Letter of the 7th inftanf, they npply be- 
fides the aft of hoftility committed at Arialoor, to feveral other references 
fmce received from the Nabob, whereby it appeared that his honor, his 
dignity, and his independence, had been greatly injured without any ne- 
ceflity or provocation whatever. 

13. Thefe Refolutions have been formed as near as poffible to the 
fyftem which .we obferve, from the perufal of all your Letters and orders 
to the Prefidency of Madrafs, you have had in view for maintaining a 
good intelligence with the Nabob, and more particularly for preferving 
to him thofe dependent rights inherent in him as fovereign of the Carnatic, 
which we find fo fully exprefiedin the 31ft and g2d paragraphs of your 
General Letter to the Commiflioners, dated 23d March 1770, viz. 

Par. 3 1. " When we refleft on the long experience we have had of Maho- 
med AIy*s faithful attachment to theEnglifh Company, we are furprized at 
the idea entertained by the Governor and Council in their Letters of the 8th 
March and 27th June 1769, to reduce him to a mere nominal Nabob." 

32. " The fanflion of the treaty of Paris, by which treaty public faith 
became the guarantee of the Nabob's title, will be of little ufe to him, if 
no:orious infringements of the rights and powers ufually inherent in and de- 
pendent on fuch title, Ihould be by us countenanced and permitted to take 
place. 


19. We 
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14. We tranfmit you a copy of all our Proceedings on thefe fubje&s,. 
which goes a number in the packet. 

Extract of Letter from the Governor- General and Council at Fort William, 
. in their Secret Department," dated the 12th September 1776; received 
per Syren, the 26th April 1777. 

Par. 37. WE beg leave to refer you to our Letter of the 2 2d ultimo, 
and to the copies of our Proceedings which accompanied it, for our Refolu- 
tions and Directions to the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, on 
the improper and unwarranted conduct of the Right Honorable the Prefi- 
dent towards the Nabob. 

38. When the Nabob of the Carnatic made his formal appeal to this 
Government againft the violent and hoftile adts of Lord Pigot, you will 
find that we unanimoufly declared them, after the mod complete invefti- 
gation of the Proceedings of the Prefident and Council of Fort St. George, 
to be contrary to the Aft of Parliament, by which the Company's Prefi- 
dencies in India are prohibited from making orders for commencing hofti- 
Jities againft any of the Princes of India, without our confent ?nd appro- 
bation. Here we flopped. Having eftablifhed the offence, the obvioi s 
conclufion to be drawn from our declaration was, that we might, in cafe 
our Orders and Resolutions fhould be attended with no effeft, proceed to 
the exercife of the controlling powers vefted in u§, and of courfe to pro- 
nounce the fentence of fufpenfion againft the Prefident ; at the fame time 
we hoped that this harfh and fevere meafure would be unneceffary, as a 
large Majority of the Council at Fort St. George had united to oppofe the 
meafures which we had condemned, and we relied on their fupport for car- 
rying our orders into execution. We contented ourfelves therefore with 
laying down a rule to be obferved by the Prefident and Council in all their 
tranfaftions with the Nabob, knowing that it was in the power of the Ma* 
jority to abide by and enforce ir, in virtue of the regular means which they 
pofieficd to govern the affairs of that Adminiftration ; but, to our gj-ear 
aftonifhment and alarm, we were informed, in a feparate Letter addretfed I3t hSept. 
to us by the Majority, confifting of feven Members of the Council, that 
Lord Pigot had by artifice and violence attempted to exclude their two 
fenior Members from the Government, in order to obtain a forced Majority 
in his favour ; that they had therefore been compelled to proteft again It 
him, and three other Members who joined with him, and to feparate them- 
felves from that part of the Council. 

39- A 
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39. A few days after we received a Letter from Lord Pigot acquainting 
us, that having found it neceflary to put Sir Robert Fletcher into arrefl: 
for circulating feditious papers in the Garrifon, (which papers we fup- 
pofe to have been the proteft) Colonel Stuart was appointed to command 
the army *, and that his Lord (hip had been made a prifoner by Colonel 
Edington, through the means of Colonel Stuart, and carried in confine- 
ment to the Mount, where he was placed under the charge of Major 
Home. Thac a day or two after, a party of foldiers, under the com- 
mand of Colonel fedington, had been fent to remove his Lord/hip from 
the Mount, but he had refolved not to fubmit to it *, and that Com- 
modore Sir Edward Hughes having gone to pay him a vifit, he had 
claimed the protection of his Majefty's flag » and Sir Edward Hughes 
had promifed to receive him on board the Salilbury, if per mi (lion 
could be obtained for that purpofc. 

40. Alarmed and concerned, as we muft be, to fee the Government of 
Madrafs in difpute between the two contending parties in the Council 
and in danger of falling into anarchy between them both, we find our- 
ielves under the difagreeable neceflity of taking a firm and decided part in 
their divisions ; and though the Majority have not yet informed us of all 
the circumftances which compelled them after their feparation to affume 
the Government, and to throw their late Prefident into confinement, yet 
the rights and powers of your Governments in India, being, by the original 
conftitution of them, veiled and eftablifhed in'the Majority of the Council* 
we thought it incumbent on us to acknowledge them as the legal admi- 
niftration of the PreGdency of Fort St. George, and to offer them our 
affiftance in fupport of their authority. To remove any doubts which 
either party may entertain of the powers of a Majority of the Council, 
we have fent them copies of your late orders to this Prefidency, con- 
tained in the 17th, i8th, and 19th paragraphs of your Letter per Lionels* 
dated 31ft January laft. 


Extract 
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Extraft of Secret Confutations, Fort William, 7th : Auguft 1776.J received 

per Grenville the 25th of April 1777. 

RECONSIDERED the proceedings of the Right Honorable the Pre- secret de- 
fidept and Council of Fort St. George, on the fubjedt of the reprefenta- partmcDt.. 
cions from the Nabob of Arcot, which the Board concluded reading the- 
31ft ultimo. 

The Governor-General delivers in the following Minute on the fubjeft. 

FOR the clearer underftanding of the Nabob's complaints, I have ex* 
tradted them from the fcvcral Letters which he has lately written to this 
Government,, and formed them into the following diftinft articles. 

ift. That an Englifli officer, at the head of fixty troopers and' a party 
of Seapoys, by Lord Pigot's order, entered the town of Arialoor, be- 
longing to the Government of the Carnatic, furroupded the houfe occu- 
pied by Narroo Pundit, Dobbeer, a principal fervant of the Nabob, and 
by other fervants of the Nabob, forced away the Seapoys whom he had: 
ftationed with them as a guard, feized and carried them prifoners, with 
ajl the Nabob's papers which were in their charge, public and private^ 
to Tanjpre to Lord Pigot. 

2d. That Lord Pigot caufed the Jands which had been affigned for 
payment of the Nabob's troops ftationed in Tanjore to be taken from 
the charge of his agents, in breach of a promife made and repeated by 
Lord Pigot in perfon to the Nabob, that the aflignment ihould be con- 
tinued for the purpofe of difcharging the arrears of pay. due to the faid 
troops. 

3d. That Lord Pigot qaufed other alignments of the grain and reve-- 
nues of Taniore, which had been mortgaged by the Nabob for payment 
of debts cc ) crafted in the red ud ion of Tanjore, and for the fervice of 
tfce cquntry after the reduction of it, to be taken from his creditors. 

4th. That Lord Pigot caufed a " Proclamation to be made m the 
€c forty and through all the diftrifls of Tanjore, that no one fhould 
cc g #ivc proteftion or rice \o any of the Nabob's people, but bring them 
« c forth ; and even that if any perfon gave (belter to any of the? Nabob's . 
* c fervants, he ihould be considered as criminal.'' 
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5th. That the moft creditable and ancient fervants of the Nabob/ who 
•were at Tanjore, were treated with great indignities by the dependants of 
Lord Pigot, and fome ot them detained in prifon by the Rajah, even fo 
late as the month of May laft. 

6th. That Lord Pigot font people at midnight to feiie and carry aw 
fome of the Nabob's Reiats from the door of his houfe. 

7th. That Lord Pigot threatened the Nabob, that he would place a 
guard of foldiers at his door, and ufed other violent and menacing lan- 
guage to the Nabob, in the prefence of the Nabob's brother, his fons, 
and of his whole court. 

8th. That an Englifh officer with a company of Seapoys, by order 
•of Lord Pigot, entered the countries of Ramnaut and Shew-Ganga, be- 
longing to the Nabob, and took forcible poflVffion of certain diftri&s in 
both, under pretence that they belonged to Tanjore. 

9th. That a party of Seapoys forcibly entered the Kclla of Woodiar- 
pollam, belonging to the Nabob, with orders from Lord Pigot to feize 
Mahomed Hebraz Khan, a principal fervant of the Nabob, but that 
miffing him they fearched all the houfcs, and carried away and ill-treated 
many of the inhabitants. 

. Obfervations on the above Charges. 

flVid,Nabob % s *ft« This the Nabob complains of, as an aft unbecoming even towards 
Letter to the an enemy *, a degradation of his character in the eyes of the world 5 a 
Governor- boftile invafion of his country ; a violation of friendfliip and faith ; de- 
Counctl No. ro B ator y f I0m ^ c honor of the Company ; contrary to the guarantee by 
1. 2. 3/ which the Englifh Nation is bound to him \ irreconcilable with his right 

as an ally to the King of Great Britain, and productive of diftruft in his 
VideNabob's fub J c ^ and anarchy in his. government. 

Letter to Mr. ' 

Stratton, dat- Lord Piget*s account of this affair, and his motives, may be collected 
*d22d April, from the following pafiages in his Diary, his Letter to the Nabob* and 

*n Co e ShS tbc Gtf * ral L€tt ^ r of tfcc Prefideat and CounciL of Fort Sc George t* 
tion tke 24th this B^ard, 

•April,.p.5$. 

\ Bengal Couutry Convfpoadeace is not come to hand, 

Extrad 
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Extract from the Diary of Lord Pigot, Confutation, 13 th May. 

* * Gave Captain Tonyn orders to proceed with the troop to Vickerum 
" to efcort the Dobbeer hither/* 


CC 


Extraft of a Letter from Lord Pigot to the Nabob, entered in Con- 
fultation 13 th May. 

" I am forry to obfervc to you, that I found, as I paffed through the 
country, the proper officers, with all the accounts, had been removed by 
your orders from every village, and I was foon informed that every 
" part of the country was in the fame fuuation > every means had been 
" taken to throw difficulties in my way in the execution of the Company** 
" orders, and to diftrefs the country and inhabitants. In this fituation 
" I thought it the propereft method to efcort the Dobbeer here by the 
cc Company's troop of cavalry •" 

Extra& of a Letter from Lord Pigot to the Nabob, entered in Con* 

fukation 13th May. 

" Your fon Ameer-ul-Omrah, perhaps forgot tp inform you, that 
%< Nurroo Pundit, the Dobbeer, after Tanjore was taken, told your fon 
" he would not defert his mailer in his misfortunes, and refuted to aft 
<€ until he carried him to the Rajah, and defired him to lay his commands 
<€ upon him* Was it noble? was it generous? was it honorable? was it 
c< juft, to imprifon this venerable old man, between feventy and eighty 
" years of ages this public officer, this firft officer of the Tanjore reve- 
€< nue; this officer or the public, not your Highnefs'sfervant?" 


Extrafb of a Letter from the Prefident and Council of Fort St. George 
to the Governor- General and Council, dated the 13th June. 

cc Our Prefident acquaints us, that as he pafled through the Tanjore 
" country, he found the proper officers with all the accounts had been 
'* removed by the Nabob's orders from the villages, and was foon in* 
c « formed that every pare of the country was in the fame fuuatiop i that 
" every means had been taken to throw difficulties in" his way in the 
execution of the Company's orders, and to diftrefs the country and 
inhabitants ; that without the alfiftance of the Dobbeer and his accounts 
it woujd have been impofftble for the Rajah to have obtained any 

" knowledge 
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*• knowledge of the Revenues, or indeed to have been properly place* 
" in the management of his country : this man having been firft mi- 
•• nifter,, and in faft governed the Tanjore country for thefc fifty years 
** paft. That after Tanjore was taken, he told the Nabob's fon^ 
" who commanded there for his father, that he would not defert his 
*< matter in his misfortunes, and refufed to aft until he carried him to 
" the Rajah, and deGred the Rajah, to lay his commands upon him,' 
" That on his (the Prelident'sJ proceeding to Tanjore, the Nabob ordered 
" the Dobbeer to be fent out of the Tanjore country with all the public 
** accounts ; that the Dobbeer had retarded his journey by various pre- 
" tences, and fent a meffage to the Rajah, defiring that he might be con- 
" dufted to Tanjore: the troop which attended the Prefident was there-v 
€< fore fent to elcort him, but when the troop arrived at the place whence, 
* c the meffage to the Rajah had been fent, they found the Dobbeer had 
" been conveyed from thence to Arialoor, whither the commanding] 
c * officer of the troop followed, and efcorted him to Tanjore." 

The fum of the above extract is, that Lord Pigot did caufe the Dobbeer 
to be arretted by a military farce, and brought by force to Tanjore ; fop> 
this is certainly implied by the expreffion a efcorted," fo frequently re- 
peated by Lord Pigot in "his explanation of this tranfaflipn. The rcafons 
afligned for it are, ift. That the Dobbeer had carrieel off with him all the. 
accounts of the revenue of Tanjore, which it was neceffary to recover for 
the fecurity of the collections, and for the re-eftablifhment of the Rajah's. 
Government ; and 2dly. That the Nabob had compelled the Dobbeer to, 
engage in his fervice contrary to his own inclination, and to the fidelity 
which he owed to his late mafter. In oppofition to the firfrof thefe rea- 
fons, it is affirmed by Mr. Benfield and Mr. DeSouza, that the only ac- 
counts which the Dobbeer carried away with him were the general accounts, 
kept in the Perfian and Maratta languages, and correfponding with thofe 
which ate called Sudder Accounts in this country ; but that all the ac- 
counts of the coHe&ions which regard the detail, the Moffufful accounts, 
remained in the hands of the inferior officers of the colled ions in ench village 
and diftrift. The teftimony of thefe perfons, from the intereft which they 
appear to have had in the lubjeft, might been liable to objections -, but it 
remains indifputed, and its e*a£t agreement with the practice and ufage 
of our provinces is a rtrong prefumption of its truth. The fecond reafon 
alledged in juftificttion of the feizure of the Dobbeer, namely, that he had 
been forced to accept the Nabob's fervice, though at bed it is but a re- 
Crimination, and by no means an excufe for the violence ufed in his releafe, 
tefutes itfelf by the ftrangc inconfiftency of compelling a man to accept 
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the moft rcfponfible and lucrative truft in the country, which it concerned 
the Nabob's intertft to beftow on a man on whofe integrity s*nd devotion 
be could rely (for his ability, without thefe qualifications, would rather be an 
objeftion tQ his being employed in it) and whfch the firft man in the Car- 
natic would have accepted with thankfulnefs. If this is infuffiqient, the- 
faft aflerted by the Nabob, that theDobbeer was a prifoner inTanjore when 
it was taken by him, and releafed by his authority, and the Letters of the 
Dobbeer to the Nabob, which bear the moft evident marks of authenticity, . 
put the matter beyond all doubt that the Dobbeer was voluntarily engaged 
in the Nabob's ftrvice, and a&ually in hisfervkre, when LordPigot iffued 
the orders for arreting turn. 

Upon the whole I think it is clearly proved, that tn this inftance the 
conduct of Lord Pigot . is contrary to the A£t of Parliament, which de- 
clares, that, " It ftiall not be lawful for the Prefident and Council of Ma- 
** drafs to make any orders for commencing hoftilities againft any Indian - 
** prince or power, without the confent and approbation of the Governor- 
** General and Council firft had and obtained, except in fucji cafes of 
** imminent ncceflity, as would render it dangerous to poftpone fuch hot- 
" tilies, &c. and except in fuch cafes, where the faid Prefident and Coun- 
•* cil (hall have received fpecial orders from the United Eaft-India Com- 
** pany ;" and it may be added, that it is equally contrary to the rights 
of the Nabob, which the Company, in their orders under which Lord Pigot 
profeffedly a&ed, exprefsly direft to be maintained, and to the national 
faith, pledged by the alliance fubfifting between the Nabob and the . 
Company. 

2, 3. The fecond and third Articles, although the debates upon them >• 

occupy a great portion of the Minutes of the Council of Fort St. George, . 

jet do not, in my appreheriion of the Aft of Parliament, fall within the - 
controlling powers vefted by it in this Government * neither are we fur* 

milled witfc materials by which we can be competent judges of the points ■. 
jo difpute. 

4. This charge is extra&ed from the Nabobs Letter- to Lord Pigot 
dated 29th April, and entered in Confgltatioo the. 13th May. . No reply . 
is made to it in any of the fubfequent Letters of Lord Pigottto Jthe Nabob, .. 
nor is any further notice takeopf it on the Proceedings.-. 

It wiM reft with the Board to determine whether they wiH take up the 
charge, or confider it as not yet properly before them for want of proof, o r .• 

X % x x , whether.. r 
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whether the filence of Lord Pigot on fuch an occafion is to be deemed atii 
acknowledgment of it. The fact itfelf, if admitted, certainly amounts to 
a declaration of the mod hoftile kind againft the Nabob, and demanded 
his Lordlhip's reply, if it was either falfely related, or could be juftified 
by any circumftances attending it, efpecially as it was to be tranfmitted 
with the other Records of the Prefidency of Fort St. George, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of informing this Board of the manner in which the Com* 
pany's orders had been carried into execution, and for its judgment 
thereon. 

5. This charge appears in the following Extfadh of the Nabob's Lettet 

Extradt of a Letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated 29th April* 

and entered in Confultation 13th May. 

" AND my managers, perfons of con fi derations as above-mentioned, 
" purfuant to the orders I gave them, made no oppofition to the people 
" fcnt by you ; nofwith (landing which, fingle guards of your people 
" treated my principal managers, in the face of my numerous army, with 
" more di (honor and difgrace than even an enemy is fubjett to, and, after 
** confining them with indignity, fcized their papers/* 

Extrafi of a Letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated 6th July, and 

entered in Confultation 1 2th July. 

cc I HAVE full reliance on the equity of your matters, and am per-, 
" fuaded that inftead of being pica fed, they wUl be uneafy at hearing of 
" the r e affairs ; that they will not approve of my being made to fuftain 
fuch heavy lofles, and that they will place no dependence upon accounts, 
which by violence and opprefiion, and keeping my clerks and mana* 
*' nagers under confinement, you have caufcd them to make out accord* 
** ing to your own diftates." 

From the fame to the fame* 

u YOUR people, in conjunction with Tuljaujee, behaved in fuch a 
* c manner to my principal officers and fervants, lbme of whom, from 
* father to fon, had been for years in the fervice of my family* and all 
** of whom were gentlemen and perfona of diftindtion, that it was impoffi* 

" bk 
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** 1>le for them to have gone through greater difgracS, diflionor, or igno 
**• miny. Some of mjr fervants arc even to this day in confinement unde 
u the authority of Tuljaujee, and the Company's people/* 

Both the Proofs and Anfwer to this are alfo yet wanting. It feems in* 
deed to be implicitly denied by the following Motion made by Lord Pigot 
in Confultation 12th July. 

" The Nabob complaining in the foregoing Letter that fome of his 
** people are kept in confinement at Tanjore, the Prefident propofes that 
" a Letter be wrote the Nabob, to requeft he will inform the Board who 
" they are, that we may apply to the Rajah to procure their releafement, 
*« if onjuftly kept in that fituation.— " 


6. This charge appears in the following Extra <5U, viz. 

Extract of a Letter from the Nabob to Sir Edward Hughes, ehtered id 

Confutation the 3d June. 

" AS Lord Pigot, oh a former occafion, ordered people to enter my 
€< garden in the middle of the night, pretending that he had information 
*' chat I had ordered fome people to be ill-treated there/ 9 

£xtra& from the Nabob's Letter to the Governor-General. 

" Lord Pigot fent a man to my door at midnight, and forcibly carried 
j € away my Rtiats.' 1 

The following is Lord Pigot' s account of the affair. 

Extraft Confultation of the 6th June. 

" Oil the 10th May I received the following report from the headHir* 
«« carrah." 

Report of the Head Hircarrah. 

€< After the Nabob took the Marvas country, the Circar s people 
" plundered every thing belonging to the faid Marvas managers > among 

" thi 
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** the reft one Vfellavan Chervacar** houfe was plan dercd & his daughter 
** remained in the laid country very poor/' 

<c One Verapilla, an enemy to her, told the Nabob that (he was worth 

* money -, upon which he ordered her to be brought under, guard to him ; 
"■ and accordingly flie, and two more women, and about thirteen men* 
ic were browght to Cheffauck, the Company's bounds, a few days ago \ 
c * but upon examining the woman, there was no money to be got from* 

* her as was expe&ed. On this the faid enemy told the Nabob, that if he 
€< would fend her back along, with him to the faid country,, he will put 
u her to torture and recover the money. The woman would not go, for 
*« fear they will murder her ; but they are forcing her to go, arid (he de? 
** clares if flie is forced (he will kill herfelf. As flie is now in the Com- 
46 pany's bounds, fent to acquaint your Lordihip with the above violence, 
<c and beg ypu to fave ber. life \ aod as ic is my duty to acquaint you with 
c * any news or violence that might be committed in the bounds, 1 thought 
** fit to make this report to your Lordihip/' 

•' The Prefident was upon a viftt, and at fupper*. when he received thiY 
*' information ; and as the Nabob's gardens and thofe to the Company's^ 
** houfe joiih he ordered the Hircarrah to wait at the gardens, till his re- 
" turn^and to watch if thefe people pafled. About eleven o'clock, the Pre 
** fident (topping at the gardens in his way to the Fort, was informed 
" that the woman was not come away, but that fome of the people were 
cc carried off towards. St. Thome * upon which the. Prefident thought pro- . 
44 per to direft the officer of the guard to fend a Havildar and fome Sea- 
" poys, who overtook them at St. Thome v and the Prefident at the fame 
4 * time gave to Saib,* one of the Company's waiting Peons, rhe written in- 
w formation he had received, and direfted him to carry it to the houfe of the 
4C Nabob, where many of bis fervants generally are, -and to define that the 
** women might not be removed till he law the Nabob in the morning/* 

The fubje& fcarce merited fo long a difcuffion of it in this place, in the 
raidft of fo many other grievances of much more importance ; but as the 
Council of Fort St. George appear to have taken up the intimation rrmde 
by the Nabob, as a formal complaint againft Lord Pigot, 1 have therefore 
inferted his reply, 

7. The Nabob's relation of this affair is contained in the following Ex- 
; traift from him to Sir Edwaed Hughes. 

¥ * 
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Lord Pigoe, not conteirt with die low and difgraceful date to which 
*' he has reduced my authority by the meafares which he executed at Tan- 
*" jore, has lately threatened to fubjedt me to the moft perfbnal dif- 
48 grace/' 

4€ Oa the 27th inftant, at eight o'clock in the mornings he came to my 
*' Durbar, and in the presence of my brother Morphewt Khan Bahadar, 
** and my Ions Omdah-ul-Omrah Bahadar and Aameer-ri-Omrah Bahadar, 
<€ and Keerhn Moodtn Khan, declared, in the moft determined and threat- 
ening tone of voice, that he would place an European guard upon my 
houfe to keep me a prifoner in his power * and nanpng Members of the 
Council, he faid they were rafcals, and that he would difmifs them. 
** from the Service. He faid aHb, that all the white-faced fellows wereraf- 
**' cals, and that he would not allow any of them to fee me : alfo he aflced 
**' Omdah-ul-Omrah and Aumeer-ul-Omrah why they -did not kick out 
* c all fuch rafcalsf The caufe of this outrage was my having written 
* 4 him a Letter on the 26th inftant, a copy of which is enclofed, repre- 
* 4 fenring the injuftice which he did me, by ordering a military force 
44 to march into the Raminade country, to deprive me of fome diftri&s 
* 4 there, and putting them in poffeflion of Tuljaujeel Can there be any 
*' oppreflion equal to depriving a man of his right* and then threatening 
44 him with the greateft difgrace if he ttares to make a reprefentation of 
* 4 that right?" 
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And the following is his Lordfhip's account of it. 


« 
-4 


3Ejttra& of a Lette* to Sir Edwacdi Hugjhes from the Preficfent and 

Council, in Confutation, 3d June. 

* 4 OUR Prefident aflbres- us, that the Nabob lias totally mifunder- 
ftood him; that he never had a thought of placing any guard over 
him, although he feared, and cxprt fled thofe fears cat he Nabob, that 
the encouragement his Highnefs gave to European vifitors, and the 
impediment t» public bufinefty anifing from the intrigues carried on by 
them, at his Durbar, TOuld layhinr umter a nccofiity to place a guard 
to bring iucb pcrfons «• <him» that he might be acquainted wirti the 
nature of thchr baftneft/ 9 
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This explanation is an acknowledgment of the Faft, although k qua- 
lifies the intent of it. However fuch a declaration may have been' 
exprefledj it was certainly, a great indignity to the Nabob** and if not an 
hoftility in the literal fenfe of the words of the aft of Parliament, it* 
was in its natural tendency more likely to deftroy the friend Ihip which 
has fo long fubfifted between the Nabob and the Company, than a&s of 
overt and avowed enmity, from the deep woiind given to the Nabob's* 
honor and perfonal feelings. It- was* mod undoubtedly the defign of. 
the Legislature, in invefting this Presidency with a control over the refty 
to preferve an uniformity in their political operations, and to prevent the- 
affairs of the Company from being em bar ra fled by contradictory, engage-. 
ments, or endangered by wars, dilated by the defultory caprice or 
intereft of individuals, who pofiefied the temporary rule. Every fjpecie. 
of infult or violence,- which has a direft tendency to provoke hoftilities* 
againft the Company,. and (tamp on them the reproach of having been the. 
aggrefibrs in any conferences which might enfue, is contrary therefore Uv 
the fpirit and intent of the ad of Parliament,, or the aft was patted in- 
vain > fince there are a thoufand ways by which it may be alluded, without 
•* making any orders for commencing hoftilities, or declaring or making 
" war/' which are the exprcfs terms of the ad v and if fuch ads are. 
generally prohibited, how much more ought they to be guarded againft,. 
by the utmoft vigilance and exertion of the controlling Government, in. 
cafes which are likely to difiblve the connexion of the Company and of. 
the Britifh Nation with the firftand firmed ally that they ever pofiefied 
in India. 

It is true, that on this, and every other occafion in which the Nabob' 
has thought himfelf aggrieved, he has obferved the moft patient forbear- 
ance, both in his own condu& and in the orders iffued to his officers •, but 
this is no argument of the re&itude of the meafures of which he com- 
plains, nor a proof that the peace of the Carnatic has not been difturbed 
by them. This Board will probably think it incumbent upon them to* 
)udge of thofe afts by their confonanoy to the aft of Parliament, and by 
their tendency, not by their real effe&s,- 

Had the Nabob been pofiefied of lefs moderation, or perhaps been* 
lefs fearful of forfeiting the alliance which long habit had cemented into a 
friend (hip with the Britifh Nation*, he might have retaliated the hoftilities 
offered him. A war might have enfued. He might have fought the 
alliance of Hydcr Ally Khan, or of the Marattas, or thrown himfelf on« 
the protection of the Fjcnch * and his friend&ip, power, and influence, 

~ ^ irrecoverably 
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irrecoverably loft to- the Britifh Nation. This might have been the con- 
fequence of fiich provocation ; the world might have approved his - or* 
fen t men t, and attributed to the aggreflbrs the blame of having facrificed 
the faith and intereft of the Company, the peace of the Carnatic, and the 
benefits refulting from the alliance with the Prince of it, to their vio- 
lence and intemperance 

8 th. The, particulars of this tranfadtion may be collected from the 
following places in the Fort St. George Confutations* 

» 

The Nabob's Letter to Mr. Scratton, in Confultation, 29th April- 

Confultation of 16th May*. 

Letter from* the Nabob to Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, in Con- 
fultation, 3d June.. 

*i>the Letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, in the fame Confutation^ 

and in Confultation of the 25th June. 

THE fum of the whole is, that Lord Pigot caufed pofieflion to be' 
given to the Rajah of Tanjore of certain diftridts in the countries of ' 
Hamnaud and Shew-gango, better known by the Names of Marrawa and 
Neelcota, forcibly removing the Nabob's people who had charge of 
them. The Nabob allcdges, that thefe diftrifts never appertained to 
Tanjore, and that it was the rebellious invafion of them by the Rajah in 
17.71 which drew on him the Nabob's refentmenc, and the fir ft expedi- 
tion againft Tanjore ; and that the Rajah afterwards difclaimed all future 
pretenfions to them in writing. On the other hand, Lord Pigot and the 
Council of Fort St. George join in affirming* that the diftri&s in queftion- 
were actually in the Rajah's pofieflion in 1762. and therefore are now 
reftored to him. "As it appears that the Company's orders are, that 
< € the Rajah fliall be put in pofieflion of fuch places as he held when^ 
«* the treaty between him and the Nabob was guarantied by the Englifh," ' 
I cannot doubc that there were better grounds for this afler t ion, fince 
the whole Board feem to have joined in it, than the quotations which 
they have introduced to prove it 5 which do not prove it ; on the contrary, 
they ferve rather to caft doubts on the juftrce of the Rajah's pretenfions,, 

3, fince. 
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flnce it app^rs, that although the. Rajah was in pofleflion oT thcfc diftri&« 
in the year .1762, and before the conclusion of the treaty, he had then 
but newly acquired them by violence * which the Nabob complained of 
as an aft of injuftice and usurpation, and re-claimed the places as his pro- 
perty in the very Letter which is quoted in proof of the Rajah's right of 
poffcflion. Whether they were reftored to him, or remained in the 
Rajah's pofleffion, doe% not appear; but it may be prefumed, from. the 
prefent JSajah's Letter to Mr. Dupre, dated 25th March 1771, and 
entered in Confiscation of the 25th June, that he was not at that 
time in poffeffion of them ; and it is not probable that he recovered them 
in the low date to which his power was afterwards reduced, by the con- 
fequences of the firft expedition againft his country. I have read with 
attention the General Letter of the 12th April 1775, but cannot find 
any pafiage in it which directs, that the Rajah fhall be put in poffcflion of 
fuch places as he held when the treaty of 1762 was concluded ; unlefs the 
20th paragraph of the General Letter may admit of fuch a conclusion. 
The reverfe may be inferred from the 30th paragraph of that Letter, 
which, alluding to the Rajah's invafion of the countries of Marrawa and 
Neelcota as the afligned caufe of the firft expedition againft Tanjore, 
admits the Rajah to have been " reprehenfible on that account i" an 
admiftion, which, by an infallible confequence, allows the Nabob's right 
to retain the poffeffion, until it fhould be proved that it belonged to the 
Rajah by the treaty of 1762. But granting that the Company's orders 
have direded that the Rajah (hall be reftored to the poflcffion of all that 
he held at that time, and granting that he had at that time the poffcflion 
of the diftt;idts in queftion,~yet furely there couldbe no excufe for em- 
ploying * military force to expel the Nabob's Agents, until application 
had bcen,ficft Qp?de to him in form and he had refuted to reftore them. . 
Suqh a proceeding would have been improper even towards a neutral 
prince* much more fo towards the Nabob of theCarnatic. Had the mode 
which I have mentioned been obferved, it. is moft likely, from the general 
tenor of the Nabobs CQnduft, that he would have refufed his confent, 
-but fent Qrders <?f acqyiefceoce to his agents. In default of fuch orders 
his agents. (night have repelled the hoftitity offered to them, and in thtt 
-c^fc, Lord PigQt, who iffued the order, would certainly have been the 
aggreffQ.r, It 1$. Qbfervable,. that the promife made to the Rajah to put 
his "people in poffeflion of Hanamantagoody, &c. (the diftri&s in queftion) 
was not written until the 15th May, when Lord Pigot was at Madrafs ; 
and however urgent the occafion might have been, there could not have 
?beeo the kail delay, ia making the application to the Nabob, as the place 
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of the Nabob's refidence is feparated but by a wall froth that of V* 
LrOrdfhip's. 

in this inftance I think it is clearly proved that Lord Pigot was guilty 
of an unneceffary, unauthorized, and uryuft ad of hoffility againlt the 
Nabob. 

9th. This complaint is but recently mentioned in the 'NaboK's Letter 
to the Governor-General, dated the 25th Jeme-de-ul-awul. It merits 
enquiry, and ought for that purpofe to be tranfmitted to the Prefident 
and Council of Fort St. George. 

In enumerating the fpecific articles of complaint exhibited by the 
Nabob againft Lord Pigot, I have palled over the principal matter of 
.complaint, and that from which all the reft have originated, namely, 
his deprivation of the country x>i Tanjore, this being in efted an a£fc of the 
Honorable Company, and perhaps not imputable to Lord Pigot; and 
if fo, not fubjedt to the revifal -of this Government. Yet I cannot avoid 
one obvious remark, which has been fuggefted to me by a careful perufal 
of their orders, which feems to imply a different intention from thatunder* 
ftood by the Right Honorable the Prefident and CouncH of Fort St. George, 
In thefe orders the Company Teem to have felt the delicacy and danger 
which might attend the execution of them, and for that caufe to 'have 
marked with preeffion the line to which they might be extended, but 
allowed a large difcretionary power to moderate the effedfc of them. 
They do not even dired, in exprefs terms, that the Nabob Jball be dif- 
pofiefied, nor that the Rajah Jhall be reftorcd, although they fay they 
are C( Refolved to contribute towards the reftoration of the King of Tan- 
44 ,jore j" and order the Prefident and Council " To inform him, that 
" they have determined to replace him upon the throne of his anccftors, 
" upon certain terms, &c. without infringing *hc rights of Mahomed 
*« Ally Khan, the Nabob of the Carnatic" 

Thefe expreffions, taken in their plain and literal fenfe, would feem to 
imply, that although it was their fixed defign to reftore the Rajah of 
Tanjore, yet the execution of it was referred to an indefinite time ; and 
that the fecurity of his perfon, and the conditions of his re-cftablifhment, 
were the only points which their prefent orders required to be adjufted ; 
yet i think it plain from the fubfequent inftru&ions, which could not be 
carried into effeft without the Rajah's previous reftoration, nor delayed 
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without much confuGon and danger,' chat they intended, by theft cautious 
intimations of their wifhes, to leave the time and mode of their accom* 
plifhmenc to the difcretion of the Prefidenc and Council. According 
to this conftruftion* the Government of Fort St. George were autho- 
rized, but not commanded, to proceed immediately to the reftoration of 
the Rajah, provided the exprefs conditions directed in their orders, and 
the maintenance of the Nabobs rights, could be previoufly fecured ; and 
without thefe conditions, and this refervation, they were not authorized to 
reftore the Rajah. Thefe conditions are detailed and explained with fo 
minute an exa&nefs, as leave no room or latitude either for mifcon- 
ception or for deviation from them. 

The fubjed is of that importance, that I have thought it necefiary to 
be very minute and particular in collecting the fenfe of the Company'* 
orders *, they are the only teft by which we can obtain a proper judgment 
of the conduct of Lord Pigot, and of the Prefidency of Fort St. George, 
in their late proceedings relpctfing the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of 
Tanjore, which are a connected feries of hoftiliues> every one of which, 
not authorized by the fpecial orders of the Company, or by imminent 
neceflity, is an infringement of the A£t of Parliament, which veils the 
ordering and di reding of fuch hoftilities folely in the Governor- General 
and Council of Bengal. , I do not mean to examine too clofely the rights 
of the Nabob, as they may be affe&ed by thefe tranfa&ions, except in 
thofe ioftances in which the Company's orders have been palpably 
exceeded, and his rights violated. Some I have already noticed ; I {hall 
now proceed co others, which are not mentioned as diftind articles of 
grievance in the Nabob's Letters, though involved in them, but which 
appear in the Minutes of the Confutations, 

In the 8th Paragraph of their inftru&ions, the PreGdent and Council 
are ordered toaffure the Rajah of Tan jore, that " If the annual amount** 
of the expenfes of the Company's troops allotted to the garrifon of Tan- 
jore " Shall at any time be lefs than the revenues affigned to the Com- 
pany, the furplus of the faid revenues (hall be faithfully returned to 
him ; but if the expenfe of the garrifon (hall exceed the amount of the 
ci revenues fo affigned, then the King ef Tanjore {hall make good the 
cC deficiency. " 

The equity of this rule has be*n totally fe afide by the Presi- 
dent and Council of Fort St. George, in flhe ftipulation made by him* 
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and confirmed by them, of a fixed fubfiJy to be paid by the- 
Rajah. 

Though the fixth paragraph diredte, that ci a garrifon of the Com- 
" pany*s troops fhali be admitted into the fort of Tanjore," yet there is 
not the leait intimation of a defire, that the whole Country of Tanjore 
ihould be protected by the Company's troops ; and the refolution of 
the Prefident and Council to that effeft on the 25th of April, although fol- 
lowed by an offer of the Rajah to the fame purpofe on the meeting 
between him and Lord Pigot, is both a diminution of the Rajah's 
c< authority over his fubjetts," and an infringement of the rights of the 
Nabob cc of the Carnatic," by the power thus exercifed over the Na- 
bob's Vaffal, to the total exclufion of his fovereignty : this meafure is 
therefore unauthorised, contrary to the orders of the Company, and 
illegal. 

The appointment of a civil refident at Tanjore having pafled, with 
much oppofition from fome of the Members of the Council of Fort 
St. George, on the grounds of its being contrary to the Company'* 
orders, it may be neceflfary to advert to it,, although I do not conceive it 
liable to that objeftion, nor the propriety of it to fall within the cogni- 
zance of this Board. 

There are two pafiages in the correfpondeAce of Lord Pigot with the 
Nabob, which, though only fpeculative, yet, as they are declaratory of 
the principles of his political conduit, ought not to be pafled unnoticed : 
I fiull quote them at large* 
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Cxtrafl of Lord Pigoi's Letter to the Nabob, dated *oth April. 

" I WILL never interfere in your bufinefs, &c. but when that bufinefs 
is conned cd with the intereft of my employers ; in fuch cafe you may 
be a flu red that I (hall always aft as appears to be proper ; and as 
you are their old friend and ally, I dare fay you will approve of my 

•making ufe of jour authority." 

— • 

lixtraft of Lord Pigot's Letter to the Nabob, dated 13th May. 

4< SHALL the gates of Arialoor, or any other gates in the Payen 
" Ghaut, be (hut againft the troops of the Company, who have fought 
" for you near thirty years, when they afk admittance by my authority? 

I hope not. This would be an improper return to the man who put 

your Highnefs in poflcflion of them., upon your folemn aflurances that 
" there was no diftinftion between you and the Company, and that 

you wiflied it only for the appearance it would have with the country 


cc 


*• powers.*' 


I believe that theft doctrines have made the fame im predion on every 
Member of the Board as that which I myfelf felt in perufing them. 
In,effed J think them more alarming in their tendency to fubvert the 
political fyftem, which has been forming during the fpace of thirty years 
paft in the Carnatic, than any fpecific ad which has yet been committed 
againft the rights of the Nabob or the interefts of the Company & becaufe, 
if admitted as ruling principles, there is no fpecies of violence and indig- 
nity, which can be offered to the Nabob, to which they may not be 
applied. If it be allowed to the Prefident of Fort St. George to make ufe 
-of the Nabob's authority, even in the Nabob's own affairs when they are 
xonne&ed with the Company's interefts, it necefiarily follows, that the 
Prefident muft be the judge of the connexion i and as the choice of 
meafurcs is left alfo to his pleafure, he may employ the Nabob's autho- 
rity both againft the will, right, property, and even the perfon of the 
.Nabob. The confluences of the right claimed by Lord Pigot to enter 
every gate in the Carnatic with the Company's forces are equally dan- 
gerous, as the right itfelf, if admitted, would be a direct fubvttJ&on of the 
Nabob's fovewjnty over the Carnatic, 
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The principal rank which the Eaft-India Company occupies among 
the powers of India, renders them in every political ftep which 
they make an objeft of general attention, and too often of general 
alarm. * In their concerns with their neighbours and allies, the moft 
fcrupulous obfervance of their public engagements and of the rights 
of others ought to be their firft and ruling objeft ; for every Prince and 
ftate, whofe pofiefiions may ftand within fight of the Company's am- 
bition, is naturally led to apply to their own interefts.the treatment 
which they fee others receive from the Company and their dependants. 

I have been told, I know not with what truth, that the Nabob Afoph 
O'Dowlah received a very early information of the Company's late 
orders, no doubt exaggerated, concerning Tanjore, and exprefied great 
apprehenfion of the confequences of fuch a precedent. It is eafy to 
trace the progrefs of fuch an impreffion, on a mind even lefs weak 
than his, to effcfts of the moft fatal kind, the..,certain produftion of 
diftruft, and the care of felf-prefervation. 

To qualify the paft afts in fuch a manner as may efface the public 
impreffion made by them, and conciliate the Nabob's mind without 
departing from that purfuit of juftice which has hitherto impelled 
the Honourable the Court of Direftors thus far to efpoufe the caufe 
of the Rajah of* Tanjore, is not within the power of this Board. This 
depends on higher authority 5 nor will even this be fufficient. With 
refpeft to the part which this Government has to aft, if the other 
members of it agree with me in opinion of the paft conduft of Lord 
Figot, and of the unhappy temper which has aftuated it, I think that 
they have but this alternative, either to proceed to the rigorous extre- 
mity pointed out by the aft of Parliament, or to employ fomc mode of 
protection, by which the Nabob may be guarded againft future wrongs 
and indignities, until the final remedy fhall be prefcribed by the Ho- 
nourable Company. I own I much incline to the latter, and for that 
purpofe (hall propofe, if no better expedient be fuggefted, that a per- 
fon be appointed to refide with the Nabob of Arcot, as the Minifter 
and Reprefentative of this Government, empowered to receive both 
fuch communications as the Nabob may think proper to make to this 
Board, and in our name to call upon the Governor, and Council of 
Fort St. George for the fufpenfion of every aft of their's, by which the 
Nabob's rights may be ufurped or infringed, or the Company's faith 
or the National honour endangered. 

* The words, " Rajah of 9 " are not in the Original. 
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The Nabob himfelf has requefted that a peribn might be deputed 
to Fort St. George, to witnefs and to report to us the truth of his com- 
plaints ; and the prefent diipofition of many of the members of the 
Council of Fort St. George, affords an additional reafon for the belief 
that fuch an appointment ftrengthened with the powers which I have 
recommended to be annexed to it, will prove the moft effe&ual^ as it 
will be the lead exceptionable means of protection which can be afford- 
ed the Nabob. 

For the redrefs of the paft there is but one fubjedt which I think 
can admit of it, the transfer of the diftrifts of Marrawa and Neelcota 
to the Rajah of Tanjore. My opinion is, that if the Nabob ftill perfifts 
in his claim to thefe diftridts, the Rajah ftiould be obliged to relin- 
quifh them to his agents, and a commiffion appointed to examne 
upon the fpot the foundation of their refpedtive pretenfions. This 
Commiffion may be formed either of perfons chofen by the two par- 
ties, or by agents nominated by the Prefident and Council of Fort 
St. George, with the confent of both parties, if that can be obtained;, 
and their award tranfmitted to this Board for confirmation.. 

A true extraft and copy of the Governor-General's minute. 

}. P. AURIOL, Secretary; 


Letter from Andrew Stuart Efquire y to the Chairman 

of the Court of Dire&oru 
S I R,. 

IT may poffibly appear to you, or to fbme of the gentlemen itl. 
the Dire&ion of the Eaft- India Company's affairs, fomewhat Angular^, 
that during, your late important difcuffions, where the propriety of my 
brother's conduct was diredtly or indire&ly brought in queftion* there 
fliduld have been no fymptoms of my taking any intereft m thefe 
matters, nor any attempt made to prevent or remove prejudices, witlx 
regard to the part Colonel Stuart had afted during the late unhappy 
convulfions at Madras*. 

It is on that account that I now take the liberty of addreffing to 
you this letter, to explain the reafon of my filence hitherto, and at 

* N. B. Bengal Country Correfpondcnce is not come to hand* 

the 
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the fame time to communicate to you, without referve, the ftate of my 
mind with regard to the reported tranfadtions at Madras, and the 
proceedings which I am informed thefe reports have recently given 
rife to in this country. 

From the i8th of March to the 5th of this month I was. not in 
London, having gone to Scotland, where I was neceffarily detained*, 
attending my re-eledtion, during the very period which I now under- 
ftand was fo much* occupied here by difputes and proceedings relative 
to the Madras bufinefs. 

From this you will perceive, that fuppofing me to have been difpofed 
to take a part in thefe difputes, my neceffary abfence from London had 
deprived me of the opportunity. 

But I may venture to go one ftep further, by alluring you, that eveir 
if I had been. upon the fpot, the only part I fhould have taken during 
that period of imperfedt information, , would have been to requeft the 
Directors and Proprietors- to fufpend their opinions of my brother's con- 
dud, .until there Ihould be an opportunity of inveftigating, and learning 
with certainty, what that conduct and the motives of it had truly been* 

Even at this hour T do not think myfelf fufficiently informed, in 
thefe refpedfcs, to be able to form a decifive opinion ;, it is my inten- 
tion to collect the belt information that can be obtained of the real 
tranfadtions,. and after examining,, to the beft of my judgement, the ac- 
counts given by the contending parties, I fhall then have no difficulty. 
in declaring to you fincerely the point of view in which thefe matters 
grefent themfelves to me. — I have not the prefumption however to fup- 
pofe, that any judgment that may happen to be formed by me on this fub- 
jedt, is to have influence in forming or altering the opinions of others.- 

It may eafily befuppofed, that in this enquiry, I wifli exceedingly that 
I may have reafon- to think that my brother has adted properly, . and in. 
fijch a manner as may entitle him to the approbation of the public ;, 
fo confcioujs am I of the earneftnefs of this wifh, that I fhall endeavour 
as much as poffible to be upon . my guard againft it's misleading my 
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judgment ; nor fliall I willingly fuffer myfelf to be engaged, either in 
any precipitate unauthorized defence or approbation of my brother's 
conduit, or in any attack upon the conduit of others with whom he 
has happened to differ upon this occafion. 

I will fairly own to you, that the arrefting and confining the perfon of 
a Governor appears to me a ftrong meafure, and fuch as requires 
very powerful reafons to juftify it j — I fhall further acknowledge, that 
if the accounts given by one party of the mode in which this was ac- 
complifhed, and of the circumftances attending it be ftriltly true, there is 
fomething in it which conveys to me a very difagreeable impreffion ; 
nor fliall I attempt to reconcile to the minds of others, what I find fo 
difficult to reconcile to my own. 

If the fa&s'as ftated could be fuppofed to be true, and that the only 
defence for the mode in which the arreft of Lord Pigot's perfon waft 
conducted and completed fliall be, that there was no other poffible me- 
thod of avoiding bloodihed and civil war, the fate of the perfon unfortu- 
nately obliged to make the option in fuch an alternative muft have been 
very difagreable and diftrefling; for I can hardly fuppofe a man fo 
conftituted, as not to feel ftrong reluftance and averfion to employ the 
methods afcribed by one party to Colonel Stuart in the accomplifh- 
ment of Lord Pigot's arreft. 

It is fo improbable that thefe things fliould have happened in the 
manner they are related, and if ftrong meafures have been reforted to 
at Madras, the materials forjudging of the neceffity of them are at pre- 
fent fo incomplete, that juftice and candour require us to fufpend 
our judgements with regard to the conduit of the principal altors, 
until that conduft and the motives of it are properly inveftigated, 
and that all parties fliall have an opportunity of being heard. 

Great pains I underftand have been taken in various quarters, not 

only to excite the greateft degree of prejudice again ft my brother's 

conduit, but to hurry the Directors and Proprietors into precipitate 

opinions and refolutions, which are of fuch a nature, as infer both 

judgment and condemnation before trial. 

lam 
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I am therefore under the neceffity of fubmitting to your confidera- 
tion fome circumftances entitled to weight with the Directors and Pro- 
prietors, for difpofingthem to fufpend fuch opinions or refolutions 
until my brother's conduct ih all be fully and fairly investigated; a#d 
I beg I may be underftood to itate them with that view only* 

In the firft place, it is a certain faft, that the difienfion and animo- 
fity between Lord Pigot and the majority of the Council at Madras 
took rife long before my brother arrived in India. — He did not arrive 
there 'till the month of May laft, and I have letters in my pofieffion 
from him, foon after his arrival, as well as letters from others, men- 
tioning the diftra&ed date in which he found matters there, on 
account of the difputes and difienfions between Lord Pigot and the 
Council. 

The fame letters mention, that my brother had hitherto abftained 
from taking part with either fide in thefe difputes ; and that it was 
his intention to avoid mixing in faction, and to apply himfelf to his 
own buiinefs in the military line. The advices received by the Com- 
pany from India fome months ago muft have confirmed thefe fadts, 
and have fatisfied you, (hat the origin of the difienfions at Madras was 
Ion gibe fore before my brother's arrival in that part of the world. 

Secondly, I have particular occafion to know, that when my bro- 
ther left this country it was his wiih and intention to be on the beft 
terms with Lord Pigot ; and for this purpofe he had obtained ftrong 
letters of recommendation from Lord Pigot's particular friends in this 
country. Admiral Pigot was, as I underftood from my brother, very 
obliging on that occafion, in fupplying him with letters to promote the 
good correfpondence between Lord Pigot and him. 

It muft alfo be very evident to every perfon acquainted even with the 

general account that has been circulated of the tranfa&ions at Madras, 
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that, fo far as intereft it concerned, k appeared to be Cokmeft Stuart's 
intereft to have remained on the beft terms with Lord . Pigot ; and as 
liis Lordfliip did upon two different occafions,. in the months of July 
and Auguft laft; offer him the command in chief of all the forces ih: 
that country, he by declining thefo offers,, and by obeying the orders of < 
the majority of the Council, deprived himfelf of a fituation and > advan- - 
tages much more confiderable than any that could be bellowed on him* 
by the party whofe orders he obeyed j . for the confequence of.thc part- 
he has afted is, that he remains fecond in command, without; a.feat in? 
Council, and without any advantagesor emoluments comparabk tathofe 
enjoyed by the Commander in Chief; whereas, if he had efpoufed Lord: 
Pigot's intereft, the immediate command in chief, of the army devolved' 
upon him, with a feat in Council,., and all the privileges and advantages, 
belonging to the firft military fituation. His fenior officer, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, then Commander in Chief, being at that time under an arrerfr 
to be tried by a Court Martial, there was little chance of Colonel Stuart's 
not enjoying the command of the army during_Lord PigotV govern- 
ment. 

• From thefe cirewnftances k feems ptobatfle,. that in the part my* 
brother has afted ke has not been guided by feJf-ietereft ; there may 
have been an error of judgment in the opinion formed by him .of Lord 
Pigot's conduct, but there is great reafon to ptefume, that the alteration 
from his original difpofitions with regard to his Lordfliip, and the part 
he chofe of obeying the orders of the majority of the Council* arofe not 
from interested views, but from an opinion that Lord Pigot was acting 
illegally, and that the majority of the Council was the legal Govern- 
ment, which he was bound to obey.. 

Here I beg leave to be.underftood, that it* is by no means my inten- 
tion to affert either that Lord Pigot had adted illegally, or that the legal 
Government was vetted in the majority of the Council ; I only mean to 

fay* 
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fty, A at k ftems to me probable my brother proceeded on thcfe ideas j.. 
but whether they were well or ill founded I do not pretend to judge. 

Thirdly,. The ftfong and marked approbation: of the Governor-Ge- 
neral and Supreme Council in Bengal, items of itfelf fufficient to pre- 
vent any opinions or refolutions unfavourable, to Colonel Stuart, at 
lcaft until matters are further examined* ~ 

In the letter, of 15th September from General Cfavering to Colonel : 
Stuart, there is not only an approbation of his conduft, but in terms . 
the moft flattering to him the General gives him applaufe for the 
honour of conducing fo difficult and dangerous a bufinefs, and for : the - 
Jpirit and magnanimity with which he. had .executed it. . 

When thefe diftingirifiied marks of approbation are beftbwed by 
General Clavering, whofe fenfe of honour, and whofe fentiments of. 
propriety and delicacy of conduit as aa officer and a gentleman, are 
fb well known and eftablifhed, it is but fair and reafonable to prefume^ , 
untilthe contrary is proved; that Colonel Stuart's conduit had not 
only appeared to the Supreme. Council at Bengal right . and proper in 
itfelf but that in the manner of carrying the order of the Council into 
execution, and in the mode of arresting Lord's Pigot's perfon, there 
Hid been nothing unhandfome, improper, or unfuitable tothe charac- 
ter .of a <gentlemaa and ax> officer* . 

It appears from General Covering's letter of the- ifthi and from- 
Governor Haftangs of the 18th September, that both o£ them gave 
great credit to Colonel Stuart for the mode in which Lord Pigot's ar- 
reft had been accomplifhed — ci Without bloodjhed^ without tumult, and 
« without tht vitiation of one legal formf Thefe are the words of 
Governor Haftings' letter to Mr. Stratton, wherein he talks with ? 
degree of admiration of this as a thing almoft without example > and • 
fropi General Covering's .letter it appear, that he confidered a war in. 

the 
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the Carnatic as inevitable, if this laft decifive ftep had not been taken. 

He fays to Colonel Stuart, " Whatever advantages therefore arifi from the 
prefervation of fo faithful an ally (the Nabob of Arcoi) or to the Company's 
commerce, by the peace of the Carnatic being prfjerved, the Company arc 
indebted chieJUy to. you for thenu" 
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Such are the expreflions made life of -by General Clavering in 'his 

* letter to my brother, and by Governor Haftings in his letter to Mr. 

Stratton, and fuch the light in which this matter prefented itfelf to 

the Supreme Council at Bengal after hearing the iflertions of both 

parties. 

It is not with a view to acquire any politive opinion at prelent in 
•favour of my brother's conduft, that I have fele&ed from a number 
6F other circurriftances whkh might Tiave been dated in his favour, 
thofe which are now fubmitted to your consideration, but merely to 
make ufe of them as reafons for a fufpenfion of any unfavourable 
judgment or proceedings to his prejudice, until the matter is more 
folly examined. - 

I do not wilh to enter at all into the merits oTthe queftiorf between 
Lord Pigot and his Council, nor to aflert or infinuate any thing to 
his Lordftiip's prejudice. It is well known that it was my earneft re- 
commendation to my brother, at leaving this country, to cultivate a 
good underftanding with his Lordfhip, whom I had always been accuf- 
tomed to confider as a refpe&abk man, to whom the India Company 
had been under great obligations «at a particular period during the laft 
war. 

'I took occafion alfo to write to my brother in the ftrongeft* terms in 
the month of January, 1776, requefting and infifting with him, that 
he (hould -confine himfelf entirely to his own bufinefs and profeUion in 
ihe military line, and that .he fliould avoid all interference in the 
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fa&ions or political intrigues which I underftood too often took place 
•in our Settlements in India. This was recommended to him in fuch a 
irw\nes, that I have reafon to be confident it would have weight with 
him $ an4 as I find by his letter of 30th September <now before me, 
<that he had reeeived mine of January before the late violent difturb- 
ances at Madras* it gives me feme degree of hope, that the part he 
*ook in the bufinefs upon the 23d and 24th Auguft was not the refult 
x£ any preceding fpirk of faction or intrigue, bat a fudden refolution 
taken in confequence of his being reduced to the difagreeahle alterna- 
tive, of either difobeying the orders of Lord Pigot^ or thofe of the ma- 
jority of the Council* 

The paragraph in my brother's letter of 30th September, on the 
above fubje£t, is in thefe words? 

H( I feel in my awn brnffi the greatejl wmardfatisfaSion, arifing from a 
%c cool rejkttioH'O* what ispafi^ and am particularly happy^ that uponan-at- 
*' tentive perufal of your bug letter > I Jo not find I eon charge myfetf with 
' u a breach of thofe rules which your friend/kip prefer ibes 9 fince I am convin- 
ce ted that, by not interfering in politicks, jwt could not mean, that as a mitt- 
<i tary man I was to obey unlawful -authority infiead of fppporting Govern- 
** went" 

The conclufion of his letter to me, which is a very long one, ana' 
at your command whenever you dhoofe to perufe it, is in thefe words: 

* € f%e candid part df the World will juftify me from the imputation of every 
* c fiffift an ^ i^terefled view, when it is blown, that aSing upon confiitutional 
** principles, I have at two different times refufed the command of the army 
** offered to me by LordPigot % and upon this occafion I have exerted myfelf in 
€ * defence of the rights of the Company at the hazard of my life. JYere it pof- 
** fiblefor me ever to fed the impreffbn of fuch motives, it may be leafonably 
44 ajked, What advantages cm pojfibly be derived to me from my prefent con- 
\ 4 K du& t 
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" du8 ? or what is there that this or any other Government can give me, that 
f€ I might not have had from Lord Pigot ? My conduft in this refpeS muft 
" remain an incontejlable proof to every impartial perfon of my having afted 
u from confcience, and from conviftion of the reSitude of the caufe in whkh 
4< J was engaged.. 

" Before I take my leave of you, my dear brother, I fhaU beg leave to re>- 
" peat, what I have already declared to my friend General Clavering, that m 
" I hope for mercy, I never had any promife, neither am I inpojfejjion or ex* 

pe Station of any private benefit whatever refilling from. the. change nozv 

brought about in this Government" 




If you will allow me to fhew you the whole of my brother's dif- 
patches upon this occafion, you will perceive, that (b far from having 
any idea of the poffibility of prejudices ari ling again ft him in this coun- 
try on account of what he had done, he feems to be under the- influ- 
ence of the ftrongeft convi&ion, that he had done a mod meritorious 
fervice to the Eaftr India Company and to the country in general, by 
preferving peace in. the Carnatic, by eftablifhing what appeared to 
him to be the legal Government, . and accomplifhing all . this without 
bloodfhed or tumult.. 

So much is he under the influence of that conviction, that in the la ft 
letter received from him, dated ioth Oftober^he defires me, on the foot- 
ing of the fervices he has upon this occafion rendered to the India 
Company, and to the Britifh Empire in India, to apply to the Company 
for the rank to him of Brigadier-General in India by brevet y. and further 
fuggefts, that as he had been 14 years a Lieutenant-Colonel in the King*s 
fervice, and had never yet received any mark of favour for. the part he 
afted in the fiicccfsful ftonning of the Moro Fort at the Havannah, that 
he think* this recent fervice in India fhould, with his former fervices 
during laft war, obtain to him the rank, of, Colonel in the King's army; 

By 
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By thus laying before you the (late of Colonel Stuart's mind upon this 
occafion, as painted in his private letters to a brother, it will readily oc- 
cur to yon r what a fevere difappointment and mortification it will be to * 
him, if, inftead of thofepublick marks of approbation, which his ima- 
gination had already aim oft realized to him, hefhould find, that his cha- 
racter and conduit upon this occafion have been attacked in the moil 
violent manner, that the circumftanoes of his behaviour have been 
painted in colours the mod likely, to excite prejudices, and even indig- 
nation againft him, before any account had arrived here from himfelf,. 
and before there was an opportunity of informing the Public of the 
trueftateof fa&s, and that, upon no other authority than a letter 
from Alexandria, from a gentleman known to have taken a very warm 
< part in thefe difputes, and to be the declared enemy of Colonel Stuart: . 

Fdo not mean by this to impute any blame to Admiral Figot; or- 
the other friends of Lord Pigot in this country, for endeavouring to 
inter eft the Proprietors and the. PubKck ftrongly in his Lordftiip's fa- 
vour ; it was natural/or them, believing what- they had heard, and think* 
ing as they did of the proceedings at Madras, to be inflamed with zeal: 
for his Lord ftiip,, and with indignation againft thofe who had any (hare 
in the events which had happened to him; and, in that temper, it was 
, natural for them to avail thcmfelves of what may be called the honeji 
prejudices of the Publick ; for thefe prejudices, . inftilled . by.the letter 
from Alexandria, were founded on compaflion for a man confidered as 

• injured, .and indignation at thofe whom the • Publick then conceived to» 
have aded towards him both harihly and unjuftly... 

But Lord Pigotfs friends mud think it equally natural on my part, t» . 
'. endeavour to prevent thefe prejudices from extending their influence,* 

* too far in this bufioefs. . 

In the, pre fent ft age of thefe Indian difputes, before the fads have* 
been properly afcertained, it is not my wifh, nor my. intention, to make 

• a. any/ 
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any aflcrtions, favourable or unfavourable either to "LordPigoTs or to 
my brother's caufe; but I do moft fincerefy wifh, that there may be a full, 
fair, and impartial examination into the conduit of all the perfons at 
Madras, who have been concerned in the latfc important traofrdions 
there, and that this may be done in the moft fpeody manner, and in 
that manner which is moft likely tp prove efie&ual for bringing the 
truth to light, and for making every attor appear to~the Piibttdt in Kit 
proper colours. 

As I cannot doubt, that a meafure fo rcquifite 4or4h« frmmr *&f 
intcreft, not only of individuals, but of the India Company, and iff the 
Britifh Nation in general, will be adopted:; the object of myiprdant rt- 
qucftis no more, than that, in the interval which precedes the'enquiry, 
the Directors and Proprietors of the India Company may be ipleafcd to 
fufpend their opinion of Colonel Stuart's conduit; and that they may 
alio be pleafed to abftain, during that interval, from any reiblutions, 
which, by inferring an immediate difyppfobation of his -fonduf^ augr 
be eflentially prejudicial to him* 

You know, 'Sir, that when my "brother went to India, lie was ap- 
pointed fecond in command, to fucceed to the command in chief upon 
any vacancy by the death, refignation, or removal of SinRobert JFJetehc^ 
the Commander in Chief* 

I have been told, {hat on the 4th of April, before my arrival in Lq»- 
•don, and very recently after the arrival of the firft advices abont thefe 
difturbances at Madras, a meflage was fent by the Directors to Lieute* 
nant-Colonel Munro, defiring him >to accept of the command in chief at 
Madras; and that it has even been in agitation to fend out another officer 
fecond in command there. Thefe fteps, if true, have fceen -car ried on 
with fo much expedition, and with fo little notice to any perfon con- 
cerned on the part of the firft and fecond in command upop the Coaft 
of Coromandol, that! nuift be excufed for thinking it 4 hart ipcafuifc 
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on the two gentlemen who now fill thefe flattens: it is in effeft proceed- 
ing to judgment and condemnation of them, even before any notice 
giyen to themfelves or to their friends to prepare for their defence. 

If there is to be a certain number of Commiflioners fent to India 
to enquire into the late diforders at Madras, and to reftore peace and 
good government in that country, I do not deny that it is- reafonable 
and equitable, that during fuch enquiry the principal aftors on all 
fides, whether in the civil or military fervice of the Company, fhould 
be fufpended from their functions, and that others fhould be appoint- 
ed to occupy their places, until, by the refult of the enquiry, it lhalL 
appear whether the perfons thus fufpended had been faithful or un^ 
faithful fervants to the interefts of the Company ; when fuch enquiry 
is completed, let the fubfequent fate of every man thus tried, be re- 
gulated by his merit or demerit in the tranfaftions which gave rife 
to the enquiry. 

But furely it cannot be your intention, Sir, nor that of the other 
gentlemen in the Dire&ion of the Eaft-India Company's affairs, to 
adopt, a mode of proceeding in this particular cafe, which fhall have 
the effe6t to make difapprobation and punifhment precede enquiry. 

This is fo repugnant to every principle or rule of proceeding hither- 
to obferved, either by the India Company, or byany fociety of men 
acquainted with the bleflings of the Britifli Conftitution, that I can- 
not perfuademyfelf that there is any ferious intention of adopting it. 

But it will be adopting it effeftually, if any Qfficers are to be fent 
to Madras, with Commiflions to fuperfede Sir Robert Fletcher and 
Colonel Stuart, and that for an indefinite period of time.- 

That a proper officer fhould be appointed to take the command of 

tlie army during the enquiry into the conduft of Sir Robert Fletcher 

j; 4 L ' audi 
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and Colonel Stuart, is a raeafure which cannot with propriety be ob- 
je&ed againft ; but it is fubmitted, that the commiffion to fuch officer 
fhould be temporary, to fubfift only 'till the enquiry into the condudl 
of the prefent firft and fecond in command at Madras fhall be corn- 
pleated ; or at leaft, that the commiffion to be granted to any officer 
now to be fent to Madras, fhould not be prejudicial either to Sir 
Robert Fletcher or to Colonel Stuart, in the event of the propofed 
enquiry terminating in a manner honourable for them. 

It muft be admitted on all hands, that it is at lead a pojfible cafe 
that Colonel Stuart, in the part he has a&ed, m obedience to the 
orders of the majority of the Council, may, inftead of deferving cen- 
fure or fuperceffion, have a&ually done what was proper and merito- 
rious on his part. 

It is alio at leaft a poJJibU cafe y that if he has done wrong, or afted 
irregularly in obeying the orders of the majority of Council, he has 
been guilty only of an error in judgment, and that his conduit may 
appear to have been guided by the bed intentions for the intereft of 
die Company. / 

Upon thefe fuppofitions Y I beg leave to fiibmit it to your confide- 
ration* and to that of the other gentlemen in the Direction of the Com- 
pany's affairs, to whom I beg this letter may be communicated as 
foon as poffible, whether it would not be the fource of much regret 
and uneafinefs hereafter to yourfelves, if you fhould find, that by a 
fudden refolution, founded on the firft reports, your condu& to an of- 
ficer, who in the event fhall be found to have deferved well of the 
Company, had been fuch, that it was no longer in your power to re- 
drefs the material injury that had been done to him* both in point of 
fituation and character. 

You 
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You will obferve, Sir, that in the wbofe conrfc of this letter, I have 
•not pretended either to approve of my brother's conduct, or to ad- 
vance any thing againft that of his opponents ; I have contended for 
nothing elfe but a fair and impartial enquiry, and a fulpenfe of deci- 
Xive judgment until fuch enquiry is completed. 

In contending for this equitable conduft, I have not availed my- 
ftlf of the intelligence recently received from Madras, by a very re- 
putable and efteemed fervant of the Company, Colonel Capper, who 
has brought letters and accounts containing fuch a favourable reprc- 
fentation of Colonel Stuart's conduft, and beftowing fuch encomiums 
upon it, as might perhaps have entitled me to ftate it as fomething 
ftronger than a mere pajfibility, that his conduit, upon enquiry, may be 
found tx> have been meritorious* 

To enter into jthe particulars of the accounts thus receivecf by Colo- 
nel Capper, would be engaging further in this conteft than I have 
any inclination to do at prefent, and further than I can ' at any rate 
permit myfelf to do, until I am poflefled of full information on both 
fides of the queftion. 

It is fufficient for the only purpofe I have in view, that of an impar- 
tial enquiry, and 'till that happens, a fufpenfe of judgment, that 
there exifts a probability, or even upojjibility, of Colonel Stuart's hav- 
ing afted fuch a part as entitles him to approbation, or even fuch a 
part as does not render him obnoxious to cenfure and punifhment. 

• 

This probability > or, if that is difputed, this poJJibUity % which no man 

can deny to exift, entitles me, without prefumption, to expett from 

the Eaft-India Company that meafure of juftice to my brother, which 

the laws and conftitution of this country never refufe, even to the 

moil abandoned wretches, when accufed of the moft enormous crimes, 

that they {hall not be punifhed, 'till' they are tried and heard in their 

defence; 

Let 
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Let my brother ftand or fall by a fair trial and inveftigation of his 
conduft j but I truft with confidence in the juftice and equity of the 
Honourable Company, that no fuch permanent and prejudicial mea- 
fure will be adopted at prefent, as may, by virtually depriving him 
of his fituation and profpefts in the fervice, inflift a very fevere pu- 
nifhment and cenfure upon Colonel Stuart untried and unheard in 
his own defence, 

I have the honour to be, 

With great regard, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

afld moft humble fervant> 

Berkley Square, 
14th April, 1777- ANDw. STUART. 

Letter from JJeutenant-Colonel James Capper to the Honourable the Court 

of Direftors r &c* 

Honourable Sirs, 

AS I was prefent during the late unhappy difputes at Madras, al- 
though not perfonally concerned in them, and having alfo been charged 
with the difpatches which conveyed to your Honourable Court authen- 
tic intelligence of the late change of government there, I flatter myfelf 
you will pardon me for taking the liberty to make fome remarks on 
Mr. Dalrymple's letter from Alexandria, which I have perufed in the 
India-Houfe, and am very forry to obferve, that it is calculated not to 
inform, but to miflead thofe who may give too much credit to it. 

« 

I have not yet obtained a copy of that letter, and therefore cannot re- 
ply to it fo particularly as I could wifh ; but fome parts of it are fo in- 
jurious to the charafters of my particular friends, that in juftice to them j 
and confiftently with my duty to you,, lean no longer delay giving a faithful 

1 account 
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account of the circumftances attending the difplacing Lord Pigot, as the/ 
appeared tome and every other unprejudiced perfon on theCoaft. 

Mr. Dalrymple fays, that the removal of Lord Pigot was effe&ed by 
the majority, who a&cd under the influence of the Nabob, and had 
been concerted long before it took place. The minutes of confutation 
from the aoth to the 23d of Auguft clearly refute this aflfertion. The. 
caufe of his Lordfhip's arreft originated in himfelf ; for if* he had not 
attempted illegally to fufpend feven members of the Council, compofing 
a majority* he would not have been removed from the chair. 

The refolution for arrefting his Lordftiip did not take place until the 
23d Auguft in the evening, at a meeting of the majority of the Coun- 
cil. In the morning of that day,, they agreed to write to the Supreme- 
Council of Bengal, and requeft u Their affiftance and fupport," and in. 
the mean time to proteft againft the proceedings of Lord Pigot and his ■ 
party, not with an intention to caufe any difturbance in the fettlement, . 
but merely to acquit themfelves of all refponfibility as members of the 
Council,irom which they were then violently excluded. I cannot more 
clearly fhewthe moderation of the majority of the Council, in forbear* 
ing to aflert their rights to the legal authority of government, when 
Lord Pigot attempted to fufpend Meffieurs Stratton and Brooke, than by 
quoting in this place part of a letter written by the Governor-General 
and Council of Bengal to Air. Stratton, &c. dated the 1 oth September. 

" After fo recent anr example of the difpofition of your late Prefix 
" dent, as appeared in his conduct towards the Nabob, and while our 
" decifion of the appeal that was made to us by the Nabob on thatocca- 
" fion was yet depending, . we could not be but greatly alarmed for the 
u peace of the Carnatic, when we heard of the unexampled meafures. 
« by which Lord Pigot had determined to ufurp the power of your go-~ 
u vernment, by attempting to procure a majority in the Council by 
u violence, in order to fanftify his meafures. Thus deprived of the 
f 4M. ^aicL 
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§l aid on which wc had depended, from the integrity of a large majority, 

•" in the members of your late Council, who had ftedfaftly oppofedthe 

u hoftile meafures adopted by his Lordfliip againft the Nabob, what 

" hope could we any longer entertain, that our orders on thefe points, 

" which were contained in our letter of the 7th of Auguft, would not 

-" be openly dilbbeyed, or covertly eluded, when the execution of them 

" was left to the difcretion of that power they were meant to control." 

If the Governor-General and Supreme Council were furprized at 
Lord Pigot's condudt, in attempting violently to fufpend two members 
of the Council, they muft have been greatly alarmed at his fubfequent 
behaviour. When the proteft was carried by the Notary Publick to his 
Lordfhip, and feveral copies of it had been diftributed amongft the 
Company's fervants, both civil and military, Lord Pigot immediately 
fummoned his party, who unanimoufly agreed to fufpend the other 
members of the Council, and to put Sir Robert Fletcher under arreft, 
t€ for exciting fedition amongft the troops." This meafure is by many 
thought of itfelf fufficient to juftify the gentlemen of the majority of 
the Council for arrefting the perfon of Lord Pigot, as no other means 
were left of faving the life of the Commander in Chief, who was 
threatened with death for afting according to his opinion as a member 
of the Board. But the majority were ftill more induced to affume the 
reins of government, to prevent the uncertainty in which the fervants, 
both civil and military, would be left under a doubtful authority, to avoid 
the great confufion and danger which might arife from it in the army, 
and above all, to protedt the honour and alliance of the Nabob of Ar- 
cot, who knew that Lord Pigot and his party had voxed his being re- 
moved from the fettlement, who was apprehenfive of being difgracefully 
driven from Madras, and therefore was prepared to fly to fome corner 
of the Carnatic, or perhaps terrified at the idea of fuch a violation of 
the rights, which are inherent even in the pooreft Britifh fubjed, he 
might have fought that afylum with the French at Pondicherry, vyhicfc 
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an Englifh Governor wiflied to refufe him in a part of his own domi- 
nions, within the Company's power. 

Thefe feveral alarming confiderations, independently of their own 
rights as a majority of the Council, induced them to deviate from the 
line they had adopted of waiting the determination of the Supreme 
Council, and to avail themfelves of the power they had in their hands 
of feizing Lord Pigot, which had they delayed but for twenty-four hours, 
their forbearance would infallably have produced violent commotions in 
the Settlement, and moft probably have given rife to a war with the 
French, who certainly would not have neglefted to avail themfelves of 
fuch a favourable opportunity, knowing, as they do from experience, 
how much their diflfenfions facilitated the Englifh conqucft of Pondi- 
cherry. 

Mr. Dalrymple has not contented himfelf with cenfuring the meafure 
of fufpending Lord Pigot, but alfo very artfully endeavoured to interefl: 
the publick in favour of his caufe, by a fhameful mifreprefentation of. 
Colonel Stuart's conduit. The intemperate language in which he has 
related the account of Lord Pigot's arreft, muft in a great meafure leflen 
the credibility of that relation ; and thofe who are acquainted with 
Colonel Stuart's character as a foldier and a man, are convinced, without 
even hearing his defence, that he is incapable of the brutality and 
treachery attributed to him by Mr. Dalrymple. 

With your permiflion, Gentlemen, I will inform you of the behaviour 
of the Colonel on that occafion, as he openly and uncontradidtedly 
related it himfelf, and as it was confirmed to me by many other refpec- 
table peVfons in your fervice at Madras. 

I muft beg leave to premife, that Lord Pigot uTthc month of July 
had put Sir Robert Fletcher under arreft, and offered the command of 
the army to Colonel Stuart. The Colonel reprefented to his Lordfhip, 
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that it was not in his power as Prefident, afting independently of his 
Council, to put the Commander in Chief under an arreft ; and to. pre- 
vent any bad confequences frdhi difputes arifing between the Gover- 
nor and Commander in Chief, he offered to (land mediator between 
them* This voluntary iriterpofition on the part of Colonel Stuart, 
was much to his credit and ferves as an inconteftible proof of his dif- 
intereftednefs and defire of preventing diffenfions. He fortunately fuc- 
ceeded in his mediation, and two members of the Council were fent by 
Lord Pigot from the Board to apologize to Sir Robert, and to requeft 
his attendance in Council* 

When Lord Pigot, on the 23d of Auguft, again offered the com- 
mand of the army to Colonel Stuart, the Colonel reminded him of what 
had happened before, adding, that his fituation was particularly delicate ;. 
for if he blindly accepted of his Lordlhip's offer, and that Sir Robert 
Fletcher was illegally put under arreft a fecond time, he became ob- 
noxious to- military law for affuming the command of the army; he 
therefore hoped his Lordlhip would pleafe to allow him the perufaf 
of the minutes of confutation of the 3 or 4 preceding days, and 
then he would give him an anfwer. His Lordfhip admitted the pro* 
priety of Colonel Stuart's requeft, but told him he would talk with, 
him further on the fubjed another time. 

On the 24th, in the morning, in confequence of Lord Pigbt's filence, 
Colonel Stuart wrote him the following letter : 

To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot. 
Fort St. George, Auguft 24th, 1776, Saturdays o'clock in. the Morning* 

MY LORD, 

" AS I am vey imperfectly informed of the fteps which have led to 
** the honour conferred on me yefterday, and not thinking myfelf entitled 

" to* 
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** to a feat in the Council, as matters areat prefent circumftanced ; I hope 
<" it will be agreeable to your Lordlhip, to allow me this day to penile 
"* c the confultations or other papers palled in Council on thefe unhappy 
<€ differences. I doubt not but your Lordlhip will find this requeft 
** reafonable, becaufe the pra£tice of this fervice gives fuch information 
<€ to the perfon commanding the troops from his feat in Council. 1 
u do not defire to put your Lordlhip to the trouble of ordering copies 
*<* for my ufe; the Secretary need only tp point out to me what is pro- 
<( per for my information, fo as to do my duty to my Honourable Ein- 
" ployers, according to my oath of fidelity for the public fervice, and 
> *' with 'honour to myfelf. I therefore trull your Lordlhip will be plea- 
i " fed to agree to this requeft before I am called upon to execute any publick 
« aft by authority. - I have the honour to be, &c. fee. 

"(Signed) J.STUART.*' 

* 

Colonel Stuart waited at home until one o'clock that day, in expec- 
tation of being called into Council, and then went to the Government- 
Houfe, to know Lord Pigot's determination; his Lordlhip told him it 
was not then a proper time to (peak about bufinels, and defired he 
would fit down to dinner. When they rofe from table, Colonel Stuart 
renewed his requeft-, Lord Pigot alked him, if he meant to bargain 
for the command of the army ? The Colonel anfwered in the negative- 
His Lordlhip then faid, <c Come in the evening to the Gardens, and 
" we. will fettle this point before fupper." Colonel Stuart found, 
that Lord Pigot wilhed only to procraftinate his anfwer, in expefta- 
tipn that he (Colonel Stuart) would give out fome order as Commander 
in Chief, by which means he Ihould be infnared, right or wrong, into 
the efpoufalof his Lordlhip's caufe; he therefore hefitated no longer 
what part to a6t, but, in confequence of an order received from the ma- 
jority, he determined, from that inftant, to aflift them in attempting to 
get pofieffion of the Fort, and of the Company's records. 
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Averfc even to apparent duplicity, he was obliged to aft with cap- 
tion i for if Lord Pigot had difcoveced his intentions, many peoplo* 
who now cenfure his (Colonel Stuart's) conduct, might have had caufc 
to lament, at this time, the death of fome relatioa or friend*, and the* 
they would have, condemned him as a madman^ for executing, with 
open violence, what might have been equally affe&ed with, addrefs. 

The appointment Lord Pigot hacT given Colonel Stuart to meet at 
the Gardrns, enabled him to form a plan for fei^ng his LonKhip with- 
eut any confufion. Lieutenant-Colonel Edingtoun and Captain Ly~ 
fought were Rationed in the road with a carriage, and ordered to flop. 
Lord Pigot in. his way to the Gardens. Colonel Stuart alfo accepted 
«n offer made to him by Land Pigot of accompanying him in the fame 
carriage, that he might prevent. his.Lordfhip, when he faw the Seagoys^ 
advancing towards him, from attempting to drive pafr the party* which* 
infallibly muft have produced refiftance, force* and perhaps blood- 
shed. 

When Colonel Edrngtoun ftbpt the carriage, Colonel Stuarti ihffieact 
of the rude and' brutal* (peech put into his mouth by Mr. Dalrymplfc, 
apologized to his Lordfhip in the fallowing* wonk: <e F am extremely* 
" concerned* to be employed* in this dliagreeable bufinefi, and' mud* 
" more ib to Have recourfe to anjr thing Kke aitnftagem; however, I: 
" thought this mode preferablfe to expofihg your Lordfliip's pcrfon,, 
" and the lives of your friends, to the rifle of a public attack; efpje-. 
u cially as I flatter myleir my charadter as an. officer is fiifficiently- 
u known* to fecure me from the fulpicion of afting thus ffpptan ap- 
prehenfion of my own. fafety ; Captain Lyfaught will convey your 
Lordfhip to the Mount, where Major Hbrne will* fhew you every re-^ 
u fped that yow<:an poffibly receive in yourprefent.fituatiJ)n/* 

Colonel Stuart twice refufed the command' of the army when- 
carneftly puffed to accept of it, he therefore cannot, reafonably be* 
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fufpected of having been actuated by felf-intereft ; his diftinguifhed 
courage exempts him from the fufpicion of fear ih privately arrefting 
Lord Pigot, and his well-known good fenfe acquits liim from any 
accufation of unneceflaty rudeneis, whcpe civility would be equally 
cffe&uaJL 

A flight revrfion of thefe fads, moft of which Hand on the Honouiw 
able Company's records, I am in hopes will juftify Colonel Stuart's* 
condud. If he had difobeyed the majority, and attached himfelf to 
Lord Figot's party, efpecialLy after his fuperior officer, Sir Robert 
Fletcher, the Commander in Chief*, had declared and a£tcd in favour 
of the majority of the Council* and ia oppofmoa to Lord Pigot's 
pretentions, a civil war in the fettlement was inevitable ; and if the" 
majority had prevailed,, which, moft probably would have happened, 
from a general eftaWifhcd opinion both among the civil, and military 
fervants, that the powers, of government were veftedin the majprity,. 
and not to be deftroyed by the ohftinacy of a Prefident, Colonel. Stuart 
mull in that cafe have fallen, the firft facrifice ; therefore this gentle- 
man, was either to fupport the generally admitted' legal government,, 
and ta prevent any confufibn and blpodflied, or to a& contrary to his. 
own- opinion,, be the- means, of exciting a civil war in the fettkment,, 
and moft probably fuffer an. ignominious death.. 

It is not for me to determine how far he may have erred in fupportlng: 
the majority of the Council againft Lord Pigot ; but. I am perfuadedi 
that he a&ed from a real opinion, that his duty, and. the intereft of 
the Company required him to fupport that party. When the florm ia. 
blown over, that has been raifed againft them by the mifreprefcnta- 
tions of his adverfaries, I make no doubt but juftice will take place, 
and then he will be a&. much commended, aa he has hitherto , been < 
condemned*. 

I will clofe. my prefent remarks upon Mr. Daliymplc's letter* by/ 
explaining to your Hbnouiv what, he calls bribing the army. By the; 
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Jthe l>ook of military regulations on the Ccaft of Coromandel, afl 
Europeans, both officers and foldiers were allowed batta, or travelling 
*expcnfes at the rate of 25 miles p$r day. It is obvious to every perfon 
acquainted with the climate, that this regulation muft either be in- 
effectual or very deftru&ive to the army ; for an European, -especially 
one newly arrived in the country, cannot march at that rate without 
-endangering his health; from a principle of humanity therefore as 
well in regard to oeconomy, in the month of July, as Commiffary- 
* General, I propofed at a Committee of Accounts, that Cadets, Non - 
commiflioned Officers, and private men, fhould be allowed batta at 
the rate of 12 miles per day. In the hurry of bufmefs at the Board, 
during the months of July and Auguft, the propofal lay on the table* 
but when Lord Pigot was fufpended, and the hurry abated, a Member 
^of the Board moved for its being taken into confideration, and my pro- 
pofal was agreed to 5 not to bribe the army .to fupport the caufe of the 
majority, but to fave the Eaft-India Company at leaft £.5000 per 
annum, in their recruiting expenfes and hofpital charges, and alfo 
>to prevent the definition of the mofl: valu able part of the Company's 
itroops . 

I hope, Gentlemen, you will forgive me for alfo talcing notice of this 

addrefs of a letter which a Mr. Smith, of Madras, took upon him to 

write you on the political affairs of your Prefidency, which he is 

..neither concerned in nor underftands. Mr. Smith is not Mayor of 

Madras, he is only one of the Aldermen and a free merchant in the 

place i in neither of thefe capacities could it become his duty to 

•trouble you on thefe fubjeflta But fuppofinghim really Mayor, and 

* that he had addrefled you' in the character that he improperly aflumes, 

his advice ought undoubtedly to have been confined to the mere fadt 

of the arreft^f Lord Pigot, the application to the Court for a Writ 

of Habeas Corpus and the Court's refufal. Does it become a Judge 

tp take a decided p^rt? What weight can. his teftimony carry ? who 

&ts Qut by declaring His opinion before he ftates the fa&s .? apd-with 

affe&ed 
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ftffe&ed (Tompaffion infinuates the bafeft (landers againft the parties 
concerned ? The information, accompanied with clumfy wit, which 
he pretends to give refpe&ing me, I think too infignificant to demand 
my attention* His falihoods and mifreprefentations through a courfe 
of years to his correlpondents in Europe, are as notorious as his 
illicit trade to the French Iflands, and both are equally reprobated by 
every honeft man* 

I am, Honourable Sirs, 

Your mod obedient and faithful fervant, 
Jermyn Street, 

19th April, 1777. JAMES- CAPPER. 


Letter from Edward Cotsford, EJquire, 
To the Honourable the Court of Dire Ron of the Englijb Eaji-India Company* 

GENTLEMEN, 

IN confequcncc of the refolution you have lately come to, I may 
probably be called upon by the Honourable Court to proceed to my 
ftation at Fort St. George at a very ihort notice. 

It is a duty I owe to myfelf, and well becoming an honeft man, to 
examine now the ground I am to Hand upon to avoid encountering dif- 
ficulties beyond my ftrength hereafter. This, joined to my duty to the 
Company, as being their immediate fervant and a member of the Coun- 
cil at Madras, I confider as authorizing, and even obliging me to take 
this matter up in a more particular manner than I might be juflified in 
doing if not perfonally concerned. 

There is but little doubt, I think, that the authority of your govern- 
ment is removed from your Prefident and Council, and refides in the 
♦j* 4 O Commander 
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Commander of your forces, and is a defporiftn of the worft kind) as 
having no qualifying ingredients to foften and reftrain it, which States in 
their natures defpotic have. It may therefore be called a lawlefs 
power. 

The fource of this extraordinary event lies . deeper than the trivial 
circumftance of whether this or that man Ihould he fent to refide at 
Tanjore ; that was but little more than a fgark falling upon matter al- 
ready fo inflamable, that nothing but the application was neceffary for, 
fetting it in a blaze.. 

The power of the Nabob, in confequence ef the reduction of his 
enemies, and through his alliance with the crown of Great Britain, as 
fet forth in the treaty of Paris, and his purfuing an intereft in many 
important points diametrically oppofite to that of the Company, added 
to the taking from your Governor a moft eflential part of his executive 
authority, and' vefting it in your militatj Commander in Chief, aa'ypu 
term him, appear to me to be the real caufes of this alarming revo- 
lution. * 

There was a time when the thtereflf of the Nabob and the India Com- 
pany was one ^ and I think it will be granted, that the obligations they 
owe each other from tlieir earlieft connection to the prefent period, 
have been mutual and equal ; but the ftate of things is fomuch altered, 
that the Nabob now overlooks his former fupporters, and the Company 
fear the man, who was at once the, inftrument of their prosperity, and 
the objeCt of their pity. 

A Governor,, the moft. virtuous and* upright, and* fupported'with all 

the power you can legally give him, would find it difficult to do the 

Company's bufinefs effectually with* fo great a- power counteracting 

him ; but with bis authority fo much, diminished, he ihould govern a 

z community 
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community of men like angels, or be fomething more than man himfelf 
to furmount a difficulty almoft infuperable- 

The Governor-General and Council in Bengal have approved in very* 
ftrong terms of the violent aft committed upon the perfon of your 
Governor, and have founded their judgment chiefly upon his having 
infringed the treaty of Paris, by wounding the independent rights of 
the Nabob of the Carnatic 

There are two queftions, the anfwers to which will clear this fubjeft 
of much of its ambiguity : Is . the Nabob, bona fide, an independent 
Prince ? Has your Prefidcnt in his conduft fulfilled your orders, and 
attended to the honour- and advantage of the India Company? The 
ftrft queftioB I amfure you can.yourfelyesrefolve without my affiftancc; 
and the other it is poffible (to fome) may require, a further elucidation 
than the documents at prefent in .your, pofleffion can give. 

1 mult however take leave to .obferve, that if your Government at 
Bengal fhew a difpofition to puniih in fo violent and illegal a manner 
what it confiders as a breach of the treaty of Paris, your officers may' 
fuppofe they will be juftified in giving up * all fortreffes- fituatc out of 
the Company's jaghire, at the requifition of the Nabob ; and to judge 
from the prefent appearance of things, I think the keeping pofleffion 
muft depend greatly upon the virtue and integrity of thofe who have 
charge of them.. 

The arguments for fupporting the Nabob's independence would fervc 
well as an oflenfible colour to a conduft it might be neceflary to obferve 
with refpeft to an enemy, but to ufe them only for weakening your own. 
eftablifhment and your influence with the Country Pdwers is to me un- 
accountable. I find no difficulty in conceiving that many things may 
be done by your Governor and Council, highly honourable to them- 
fiflves and beneficial to the Company, which may neverthelefs- operate 
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lb as in feme degree to afledt the Nabob's independence ; and if the 
good they can do on one fide is liable to be coafidered in the fame de* 
gree as faulty and reprehenfible towards the other by their conftttuents, 
I fee no path left for a man of honour and integrity to go in. 

As I wifh the Company's profperity mod fincerely, I fliould be glad to 
fee fuch refolutions adopted as would effectually re-eftabli(h the con- 
ftitutional power of your Governor. This only can afford a reafonable 
affisrance to the gentlemen of your Council, that they ape fafe in their 
perfons and reputation, and may give their opinions freely and without 
fear in all matters deliberated at the Council Board. 

Being myfelf in a fituation liable to experience the good or ill effeft 
of what you may now determine, what I have fakl above I humbly 
affer as a reraonftraoce againft the power unconftitutionally exerciftd 
by thofe holding the adminiftration of your affairs at Madras, and the 
evils of which I cannot think, in your refolutions recently made publick, 
ycra have fo fully provided againft, as the great importance of the cafe 
requires. 

I (hail now propofe four points to your confideration, the execution 
of which might greatly forward the re-eftabliihment of your affairs on 
the coaft of CoromandeL 

Firft, The Nabob jhould be prevailed upon to refide more within the centre 
vf his dominions, by which (independent of the advantages that would follow 
to the Company) he might be enabled to give more dijpatch to the internal ma- 
nagement of his own government* 

As the power of the Nabob is now become a real inconvenience, and 
you are to encounter it in the bed way you are able, I think your Go- 
vernor enters the lifts againft him upon very unequal terms. He, a 
dcfpoiic Prince, having in hands the riches and whole power of his 
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country, your authority only delegated, and veiled in a Governor and 
his Council, with whom, feparately, the Nabob may defcend to private 
conferences, for the advancement of his own purpofes, and when pre* 
tending to be the bed fupport of your government, obferving a con- 
dud, poflibly very reprehenfible, were he amenable to our laws ; Gain- 
ing early and conftant information of what paflfes' at your Councils, and 
interfering in your political conduft— Purchafing all the houfes which 
are offered to fale, by which your fervants may (in fome degree through 
neceflity)be under an obligation to him for houfes to live in— Borrow* 
ing money at exorbitant intereft, and by that means atonce involving 
the fortunes of your fervants, and indi redly purchafing their attention 
to his intereft, in order to fecure their property— Introducing exceflive 
luxury into your fettlement, which may have forwarded the late revolu- 
tion, as having a tendency to deftroy order and fubordination — Preven- 
ting the courfe of juftice, as perfons guilty of crimes may, by taking, 
the Nabob's prote&ion, to be fecured from punifiiment. 

Thefe are fome of the bad confequences attending the Nabob's refi- 
dence fonear the feat of your Government, and it does not appear to me 
that thefe are fufficient reafons for his remaining there, to counterbalance 
them. 

Second. The Nabob ought not to rent the Jagbire, it increafing bis in- 
fluence in the country ', and proportionably leffening your own. It has been urged 
(though I think the fad may be doubted) that the rent he pays exceeds 
the revenue he draws from the country ; bur, admitting it to be fo, not 
being fubjeft to your control, he may poflibly opprefs the country, 
which a perfon fubjeft to your jurifdidtion could not do with impunity; 
fo that if you receive a little more money, it may be at the expenfe of 
the people's happinefs and your own future fecurity. Another very bad 
effeft is, that it aflifts greatly in making the Nabob your treafurer, 
which is certainly very impolitick. 
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Third. The Prefident of your Council Jhould pojfefs Hi mffittiry a* 
tbority, as be held it before your regulations to Bengal on that bead, in your 
Utter of Mqrcb 29 tb, 1774. Hejbould likewife have the privilege of con- 
vening and adjourning tbe Council, and putting all queftions at tbe Board* 

It does not follow that the Governor, by being the Commander in 
Chief, can difpofe of the army at his pleafure ; for refiding conftantly in 
Madras, as being at the head of the civil authority, the immediate 
charge of the foldfery will be in the hands of another. A rivaUhip might 
fubfift between the officer commanding and the Governor, but that 
would rather prevent the latter from acquiring an undue influence in the 
army, than operate to the Company^ detriment. If your Governor 
tad been the exprefs Commander in Chief, and there had been no room 
for doubting his military authority, an officer would hardly have dared 
to feize his perfon. 

It is unneceffary to fay that the Commander in Chief, under the Pre- 
fident, {hall have fuch and fuch powers, his fituation naturally gives hint 
all the power he ought to have ; and when in the field at the head of 
the troops, his opinion muft in general be afiented to by the Board 5 or 
indeed, more properly fpeaking, cannot be controverted : except he 
fhould obferve a conduft, cither through weakneft or defign, manifeft- 
ly tending to the detriment of the Company's affairs. 

We learn from hiftory and the experience of former times, that how- 
ever free a ftate may be, the power in its diftant fettfements and provin- 
ce^ mud in a greater degree refide in one man, otherwife he might not 
be able to carry fuch orders into execution as the publick good might 
make neceflary* And as diftant poffeffions cannot be maintained (at leaft 
in countries fubjed to a defpotic government) without a (landing military 
force, the great btifinefs is to draw all the advantages to the State from 
that force, without fufiering it to control the laws, and endanger the 
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publick liberty. Ancient Rome inverted her Governors of provinces 
with the civil, military, and judicial authority ; and your Governor at Ma- 
dras, until 1774, was Prefident of the Council, Commander in Chief of 
the forces, and Chief Juflice in the Civil Court, Some temporary op* 
preQions to individuals might have been the confequence, which an ap- 
peal to the laws of the kingdom will redrefs, but I have never heard 
that your eftablifhment has been in the lead danger from it. If no ap- 
peal lay from this government to a fuperior power, I admit it would be 
truly defpotic, but it appears to me, that the ftrength refiding in your 
Governor, is the beft and only fecurity to pofleflions at fo great a dis- 
tance* 

Fourth. It is highly neceffary* thai no fervant of the Company bam any 
intercourfe with the Nabob y but with the privity or through the medium of 
the Prefident. This is I know conformable to the orders of the Com* 
pany, but I underiland they have been lately voted not to be neceflary 
by your fervants at Madras. 

It may perhaps feem to fome, that granting too great a power to a Go- 
vernor may be difpenfed with ; for my part, being no friend to any 
thing arbitrary, I (hall readily allow it, if any thing more efficacious for 
the public fecurity can be pointed out •, but if not, your dependance muft 
be upon the good n els of your choice of the perfon executing that great 
authority, who if he betrays his country, by wantonly or wickedly aban- 
doning your intereft, fhould lofe all that he can lofe on earth ; and if 
your powers fall fhort for infii&ing a punilhment adequate to the crime, 
you fhould feek redrefs from the legiflature, as you have already done on 
the fubjeft of your Bengal affairs* 

If the power of your Governor will bear dimunition, it would per- 
haps be more advifeable to take from him that which he exercifes as 
Chief Jufticr, in which there is lefs danger, and is more fuitable to the 
foirit of our conftitution, than the depriving him of his military powers. 

3 Much 
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Much more might be faid on this important fubjeft and I hope and 
doubt not it will be fully difcufied at the approaching General Court, 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

with the greateft refpedt, 

your very devoted, 

and obedient fervant, 
' New Bond-Street, 

April 20th, 1777. EDWARD COTSFORD. 


Extracts of Proceedings of the Governor and Council at Fort 
St. George ', in their Publick and Revenue Departments ; containing 
Debates on the propriety of appointing a Chief and Council at Tan- 
jore, and other Subjects on which the Majority have differed in opi- 
nion from the Prejident and Minority of the faid Council. 

Extras of Fort St. George General Confutations, %%th June, 1776. 

THE Right Honourable the Prefident informs the Board, that when 
he was at Tanjore, the Rajah tdok frequent occafions of expreffing his 
grateful fenfe of the Company's generofity towards him, and appeared 
finccrely defirons of (lengthening his connexions with them by every 
means in his power. Amongft other things he mentioned, that it would 
be very agreeable to him, if the Company would fend proper perfons to 
attempt an inveftment in his country, where they might be fure of meet- 
ing with every fupport and affiftance that could be received from his 
authority. 

The Prefident having fince reflefted upon the Rajah's propofal, is of 
opinion, that the Company will derive advantage by accepting it, as it 
will give them an opportunity of extending their inveftment for Europe, 
and will afford the moft eligible means of conveying to this Settlement, 
fome part atleaft of the furplus which may arife out of the four Lacks 

of 
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of Pagodas, to be paid annually by the Rajah, after defraying the ex- 
penfes of the troops to be maintained in fcis country* 

, -• ... .... \ 

The Pcefident further obfcrves, that the clofe connexion which is now 
formed with the Rajah of Tanjore, opens a new and extenfive branch 
in the affairs of the Company ; that the different intercfts proceeding 
from that connexion are to be adjufted and maintained ; and all dis- 
putes and mifunderftandings which may arife between the Nabob and the 
Rajah, or between the Rajah and the Polygars fituated near Tanjore, 
tnuft be enquired into and fettled by the particular attention of this Go- 
vernment. 

• • * * 

■ 

The Prefident confidering thefe circumftances, is clearly of opinion, 
that it will greatly facilitate the meafures which may be thought necef- 
fary,, in confequence of our new engagements with the Rajah, if a Chief 
and Council were appointed to refide conftantly at Tanjore ; fuch a* 
eftablifhment he thinks will give confidence to the Rajah, and convince 
him that he is really prote&edv it will enable us to come more 
readily at the knowledge of his fituation, to enquire into and fettle 
any differences that may arife between him and the Nabob, or between 
him and the neighbouring' Polygars ; to convey our fentiments 
and inftru&ions with greater facility, and upon more certain grounds 
than by a diredfc correfpondence with the Rajah, in which, for 
want of previous information, many explanations might be neceflary, 
and much time be loft before any thing decifive could be done. The 
Prefident further adds, that when there is fo large a fum as four Lacks 
of Pagodas to be paid yearly by the Rajah, when there is fo confiderable 
a force to be paid and fupplied with all kinds of military (1 ores, when 
there are fortifications to be put in repair, and buildings to be erected 
within the town, he thinks it highly expedient that all thefe fervices 
ihould be performed under the immediate infpe&ion and control of a 
Chief and Council, who will keep regular accounts and diaries of their 
proceedings ta be tranffrifted to the Prefidency. 
* f 4 0^ For 


{Jlr Robert 
Fletcher'* 

Minute* 
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For thefe, al>4 tsittny other reafens wtock might be urged, the Prefix 
dent is induced to recommend; the appointment in the firongeft term* 
to the Board ; and further, to propofe the following gentlemen as very 
proper perfons for the Saltans to which they ire otmed j vis* 

Mr. Ruffell, Chief, 
Mr. Edward Frowd, fecoad, 
Mr. Gideon- Firth* third* and 
Mr. William Wynch, fourth* 

The orders of the Company, in their feparatc letter of 12th April, 
1775, refpedfcing Tanjorc, arc then read ; alfo the letter from tlie ioard 
to Lord Pigot in the military department, dated 24th April lift, and 
the minutes of confutation in the military department 1 3th Mby.> 

After fome debate on the fobje& of the Stefidentte propo&i, Sir Rx>* 

bert Fletcher defires to enter the following Minute : 

Sir Rober Fletcher cannot, »pon thi* ihbrt notice, gnrean opinioa 
on the propriety or impropriety of the ph» pfopofed by the Prefidcnt, 
particularly as the various reafons urged by his Lordfhip appear to merit 
much ferious deliberation, His Lordlhipk reafon however^ rcfpe&ing 
the 4 Lacks of Pagodas for the purpdfe of an inveftmerit, Sir Robert 
Fletcher cannot approve, becaufe the idea is contrary to the Company 4 * 
pofitive orders, and becaufe it is his clear opinion that the greateft part 
Of that fum, if not the whole, ought to be appropriated to the payment 
of the troops to be raifed for the defence of the fort anct country of Tan- 
jore, and to defray the cxpenfe of military ftores, &c. It any part of 
the fum fliall not be fo appropriated, Sir Robert Fletchfer thinks we are 
bound by the pofitive orders of our Mailers to return fuch furplus to 
the Rajah of Tanjorej and Sir Robert Fletcher deems k his duty upon 
this occafion to declare,- that he thinks our prefeat establishment of the 
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army is by no means fufficient to defend our pofleffions, including the 
Tanjore fort and country. 

Several members, in like manner with Sir Robert Fletcher, expreffing 
themfelves unable to form any judgment on the Prefident's propofal, 
without having further time to confider it, Sir Robert Fletcher moves 
the previous queftion* which the Prefideot would not fuffer, he con* 
fidering it an innovation. 

He further urges the neceffity of coming to a fpeedy determination ; 
and amongft other things obferves, that efteeming it a matter of great 
moment, he had requeued Mr. Dawfop to favour him with his attendance 
to-day 5 but after what Mr. Dawfon had faid at the opening of the 
Council concerning his health, and the preparations he was making for 
his voyage, he could not with any propriety requeft his atteiidahce 
ag»iH, 

Mr. Dawfon replies, that as a good fervant of the Company he 
cannot refufe his affiftance, when it is efientiai for the Company's inter 
reft, and he will be ready to come to the Board any future day that may 
be appointed for taking the Prefident's propofal into confideratron. 
The Prefident then recommends, that Monday next be appointed fof 
that purpofe, which is agreed to. 


At 


• 
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'Monday 
the 8ctu 


Prefident 
fBore&,aChief 
and Council 
be appointed 
to Tanjore. 


Fort St. George, Stb July, 1.776. 

AT A CONSULTATION, 
PRESENT, 


The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefident, 


George Stratton, 
George Dawfon, 
Claud Ruflell, 
Charles Floyer, 
Archdale Palmer, 


Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Henry Brooke, 
Alexander Dalrymple, 
John Maxwell Stone, 
Francis Jourdan, 
George Maekay. 


THE Right Honourable the Prefident having aflembled the 
Council this morning for the pufpofe of determining the queftion be- 
fore them, relative to the appointment of a Chief and Council at. Tan- 
3 ore, now moves, that that appointment, as recommended by him in 
Confutation the 28th June, may pafs. 

The votes of the feveral members being taken on the President's 
motion, are as follows : 

Mr. Maekay againft the motion, for the reafons contained in the 
following minute, which he de fires may be entered. 

My reafon6 for not aflenting to the Right Honourable the Prefident'* 
motion to appoint Mr. Ruflell Chief, and Meffieurs Frowd, Firth, 
and Wynch, a Council for Tanjore, are, that I think, in the firft place, 
a Chief and Council totally unneceflary in that country, that I think 
fuch an appointment contrary to the fpirit of the Company's orders by 
the Grenville. Secondly, That if I thought it for the Company's into- 
reft to fend a Chief and Council to Tanjore, I fhould objed to Mr. 

4 Rufiell 
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« • • 

Ruflell being appointed, becaufe the Court of Directors 'have already 
ordered-him on a fervice which they think very "important, I mean the 
Committee of (Circuit, of which Mr. Ruflell is now Prefictent, by 
Mr. Dawfon's being permitted to go home on account of his health, . 

GEO. MACKAY. 

Mr* Jourdan againft the motion, becaufe he thinks the appointment 
of a Chief and Council at Tanjore unrieceflary, and inconfiftent with 
the fpirit of the Company's orders. 

Mr. Palmer againft the motion, for the following reafons, which he 
delivers in writing: 

■ 

I do objeft to the motion, as I do not fee the advantages that the 
Prefident mentions' will accrue to the Company from this meafure's 
being adopted. If his Lordfhip means the eftablifhment of an inveft- 
pnent, as I conceive he does, it does not appear to me that fiich can, 
arife, as I am of opinion,- that was fuch araeafure thought proper, no. 
. ftep can be fo proper as an increafe of that to the northward. I do 
further objeft as r think it cannot meet with the approbation of our. 
Honourable Mailers. * 

Mr. Stone for the motion, for the reafons urged by the Prefident. 

Mr. Floyer againft the motion, for the isafons contained in the fol- 
lowing minute entered by him. 

ift, Becaufe the nomination of a Chief and Council to Tanjore is, 
in my opinion, dire&ly contrary to the fpirit, if not flie words,* of the 
Honourable Company's commands tranfmitted to us by the Grenville > 
in the following paragraph of their ftparate letter, the 1 2th April, 
1775, Par. 7. 

f 4 R " You 
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* • ■ 

" You are however in our name to aflure the King of Tan- 
cc jore, that no diminution of his authority over his fubje&s is 
intended by us,* and that we will feverely punifh any military, officer, 
or Company's fervant^ who fhall in any refpedt interfere in the affairs 
" of his Government ; and you are to take efpecial care that this article 
" be punctually fulfilled on the part of the Company." 




_ « • * 

'Secondly, Becaufe I think one of the reafons urged at the Board, 
in fupport of the nomination of the Chief and Council, viz. i€ That as 
" the Rajah of Tanjore had ftipulated to pay annually to the Company 
" four Lacks of Pagodas • for the protection of his country, a fum 
" expected to exceed" the military difburfements of the Company for 
" that purpofe, the expenditure of a part of the furplus, in the pro- 
t€ vifion of an inveftment, would prevent a drain of tfeafure from the 
<c Tanjore country," is exprefsly provided againft in the latter part of 
the 6th paragraph of the faid commands : " And you are likewife tb 
" infift upon having an affignment of revenues made to the Com- 
€€ pany, fufficient for the maintenance of the faid troops, and for 
." providing military ftores neceffary for the defence of the garrifon." 
And again, in the 8th paragraph, <c You are alfo to aflure the King of 
" Tanjore, that particular accounts of the expenfe of the garrifon 
" fhall be laid before him every three months, or fo often as he (hall 
" require it ; that no-extravagance fhall be permitted, nor any im- 
€€ proper charge fhall be allowed in fuch accounts ; and that if the 
" annual amount thereof fhall at any time be lefs than the revenues 
€i afligned to the Company, the furplus of the faid revenue fhall be 
" faithfully returned to him- ; but if the expenfe of the garrifon fhall 
« exceed the amount of the revenues fo afligned, then the King of 
" Tanjore fhall make good the deficiency/' 

In the letter from the King of Tanjore to the Prefident, bearing date 
the 1 2 th April laft, are the following words : 

« la 


€€ 


( 3S3 ) 

€€ In the prefent condition of my country, the placing a garrifon ot 
Englifh troops in the Fort and City of Tatybre is exceedingly 
** neceflary ; but befides this garrifon, if the Company will allow more 
4€ troops alfo for the protection of my whole country, this alfo will* be 
€€ highly proper. If, by the favour of Heaven, this be put in execu- 
• " tion, neither I nor any of my family will need to apprehend that the 
" calamities of war will fall upon this country again ; and if the 
w Company will only favour me thus far, I will with pleafure affign * 
€€ them, out of my revenues, the fum of four Lacks of Pagodas per 
if annum for their military expenfes 5 the mode of payment as 
" follows ; November, 20,000, December, 40,000, -January, 40,000, 
fC February, 100,000, March, 100,000, April, 100,000." 

« 

From the words of the Rajah in the foregoing paragraph, where, 
in reprefenting the propriety of being allowed more troops for the 
protection of his whole country, he fays, " And if the Company will 
" only favour me thus far, I will with pleafure affign them, &c." 
It ftiould appear, that in confideration of the additional number of 
troops he requires for the protection of his whole country, the Rajah 
has been induced to offer fo handfome an affignment to the Company 
as four Lacks of. Pagodas for their military difburfements"; and the 
Council affent to the requifition, in the reply of the Right Honourable 
the Prefident, dated the i6th May enfuing, to the Rajah's letter, * 
in which are the following words : 

■ 

" With the greateft fatisfadtion I tell you, that on my* arrival here 
u I found every gentleman of the Council was of opinion with me, 
" that the requeft you were pleafed to make in your letter of the 
t€ 1 2th of April fliall be complied with, viz. that your Fort fhall be 
" garrifdned by the Company's troops, and your country protected by^ 
" them likewife." 


In 
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In the courfe of my enquiries into this cireumftance, I da not find 
that the number of Company's troops does now exceed the number 
employed in the Rajah's country at the time he made this requifition a 
any expedted furpius from the faid affignment ihould thtfefoue, in my 
opinion, be appropriated to the maintenance of any additional troops 
which may be fent into the Country of Tanjore, in compliance 'with - 
the requifition of the Rajah, in preference to fuch furpius being em- 
ployed in the provifion of an investment. And here I cannot help ob« * 
ferving, that the profpe& of furpius is yet very diftant. The Com- 
pany's troops in the Tanjore Kingdom, and all military diiburfd- 
ments whatfoever, muft be maintained from the Company's Treafury 
from the month of April laft to November following, when we fhall 
have an account of feven months arrears to fettle with the Rajah ; and 
. in the three, fucceeding months- the, Company are to receive from him 
only one Lack o£ Pagodas, and the full amount of the affignment not 
till April next, by three equal monthly payments ; a period within . 
three months of the time we might expedt the orders of our Honour* 
able Mailers in reply to our intended difpatches by the*Grenville as 
well refpe&ing the appropriation of any furpius that may. arife Yrom 
the King of Tanjore's affignment, as the Prefident's recommendation of . 
a Chief ai\d Council to Tanjore. * 

Thirdly, Becaufe I think the refidence of an Engfifli Chief and Coun* 
cil, in any country which does not belong to the Company, can have ho 
authority; is not only unprecedented, but improper ; but more particu- 
larly fo, if fuch refidence, as is propofed, is in the Fort of Tanjore, becaufe 
I apprehend it muft necffarily diminifh the authority and coniequence of 
the Rajah over his own fubje&s. 

AKLES FLOYER. 


Mr. Dalrymple for the motion* 

Mr. Ruflcll for the motion, as he thinks the meafure necefiaiy. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Jourdan here defires it may be minuted, that as Mr, Ruflefl « 
recommended by the Prefident to fill the ftation of Chief in the propofed 
appointment, he thinks it irregular and improper that he ftiould give a 
vote on the prefent queftion. * • > 

Mr. Brooke againftthe motion. He further adds, that in his opi- 
nion it is improper for a member of the Board to give a vote in appoint* 
ing himfelf to any ftation, which is making him judge in his own caufe, 
and that it fhould not be regarded as a precedent* 

Mr. Dawfon for]the motion, becaufe, from the 'difficulties this Govern- 
ment labours under at prefent, he thinks the propofed appointment ncr* 
ceflary ; and however it may deviate from the Company's orders, he 
flatters himfelf the ncceflity will juftify the proceeding. 

Sir Robert Fletcher againft the motion, for the reafons contained in 
the following minute delivered in by him : 

1 think the propofed. appointment dlre&ly contrary to the fpirit of the 
Company's orders •, I think tbofe orders are wife orders ; nor do I fee a 
poQibility of ah eftablifhment of a Chief and Council within the Fort of 
Tanjore, without that interference with the Rajah's government which 
is abfolutely forbid' by our Mailers. If it were ncceflary to carry on an 
inveftment in the Tanjore country, which I do not admit, the country 
about Devecota, which was offered by the Rajah to the Company, and 
refufed by us, appears to me .to be the proper feat of a Chief and Coun- 
cil for the purpofe of an inveftment. With refpeA to the difference be- 
tween an inveftment in the Tanjore country and the northern inveftment^ 
as well as with refpeft tovthe other reafons urged in favour of the plan, 
I will explain myfelf further in writing for the information of our Matters. 

m 

Mr. Stratum againft the motion, for the following reafons : 
f . . 4 S I cannot 
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I cannot agree with the Right Honourable the Prefident in the expe- 
diency of the appointment he propofes of a Chief and Council -, for 
even admitting that an inveftment could be carried on at Tanjore on be- 
half of the Company, (of which I have my doubts) I think it would be 
very improper to do fo, being of opinion, that the four Lacks of Pago- 
das promifed annually to be paid by the Rajah of Tanjore, fhould be 
kept for the purpofe for which it was given, that of paying a force for 
the prote&ion of his country, the Rajah having exprefsly faid, in his let- 
to the Prefident, that he did with pleafure affign the Company out of his 
revenues the fum of four Lacks of Pagodas per annum for the military 
expenfes ; and in another part of his letter the Rajah fays, c< If the Com*. 
iC pany will allow fome moretroops for the protection of my whole coun- 
w try, this al.fo would be very proper." From the foregoing this appear- 
ing to be a voluntary offer on the Rajah's part was my reafon for accept- 
ing it. If the force now paid by the Company and the Nabob fhould 
be thought fufficient for the proteftion both of the Carnatic and the 
Tanjore country, I am of opinion, in this cafe, the furplus of what may 
remain to the Rajah's credit be referved in the Treafury, that in cafe of 
troubles he be charged in proportion as thefe revenues bear to that of 
the Carnatic ; for I cannot think that one country can be attacked or in- 
vaded without the other. 

Having thus given my opinion in what manner the fum given by the 
Rajah fhould be appropriated, it is a duty incumbent on me to affign my, 
reafons againft the propofed appointment of a Chief and Council. 

From the Iprrit of the Company's orders by the Grenville they abfo- 
lutely forbid it, and, in my opinion, they will never approve of a Chief 
and Council being appointed to any fettlemement but what folely belongs 
to them. 

2d. Admitting that fuch an appointment was confbnant to their or- 
ders, I cannot fee the ufe of it $ for a Pay mailer can furely pay the troops 
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( 357 ) 

there, as in the Nabob's garrifons. His accounts are checked by the 
Commandant of the garnfon, and monthly tranfmitted here. The re- 
paid of the fort are conducted by a Company's engineer agreeably to 
their orders ; and as the Paymafter pays the Coolcys, &c. they are 
checks on each other. It cannot be otherwife if a Chief and Council 
were there; nor can the proteftion of the fort reft on them, but on the 
officer commanding, who is the proper judge what (lores and provifions 
are neceflary for it's defence, 

3d. Should the Rajah requeft the aid of a military force to quell any 
troubles, this power, in my opinion, fhould not be lodged in a Chief 
and Council, nor in the military officer ; for when fuch aid is requefted, 
it is his duty firft to have the fanftion of the Government (which can 
be given him in a ftiort time) before he grants it; nor ought this mili- 
tary officer, in any refpeft, to interfere in difputes that may happen be- 
tween the Nabob and the Rajah, but fully to reprefent the fame, that it 
may be determined by this Government. 


The Prefident, after declaring himfelf for the motion, exprefles his 
concern, that he cannot have the concurrence of the Board in carrying 
into execution a meafure, which he ftill thinks effentially neceffary for 
the reafons he has already given. That he does not perceive the force 
of any of the obje&ions which have been urged againft it; neverthekfs> 
as a majority of the Board have given their opinion on that fide of the 
queftion, by which the propofed appointment is rejected, he fhall ac- 
quiefce in that determination until the pleafure of the Court of Direc- 
tors can be known. 


Carried *► 
gainft the 
motion* 


The Right Honourable the Prefident further obferves, that fince the 
meafure recommended by him cannot at prefent take place, he hopes 
the Board will have no objection to the appointment of a Refident at 
Tanjore, who may in part be able to fulfil the purpo&s he had in view 

I from 


Preffdent 
moves, That 
Mr. Ruffcll 
be appointed 
Refident at 
Tanjore* 
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from the appointment of a Chief and CounciL He then moves, that 
Mr. Ruflell be appointed Refident at Tanjore. 

Mr. Mackay is againft the motion ; becaufe he thinks the fame rea- 
fons which he has already given with refpcft to Mr. Ruffell, will hold 
good againft his going Refident to Tanjore; he thinks that appoint-* 
mentalfo unneceffary, becaufe all the Company's bufinels with the 
Rajah may be tranfa&ed through the military officer commanding ia 
his country, the Company's civil fervant, who lhall be appointed Pay- 
xnafter at Tanjore, and the Rajah's Vackeel at this place. 

GEO. MACKAY. 
Mr* Jourdan againft the motion. 

Mr. Palmer againft the motion* 
Mr. Stone for the motion* 
Mr, Floyer againft it. - 
Mr. Dakymple for it. 
Mr. Ruflell for it. 

* ■ 

Mr. Brooke againft it, 
Mr. Dawfon for it* 

Sir Robert Fletcher againft it, becaufe he thinks the military officer 
Is the proper perfon to execute all the duties propofed for the Refident, 
excepting that of investment, which, he has already faid, he thinks 
uiwecefiary. 

Mr. Stratton for the motion. 
The Prcfident for the motion* 

The 
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The numbers being equally divided upon this queftion, it is re- 
folved, by the cafting voice of the Prefident, that Mr. Rufiell be ap- 
pointed Refident at Tanjore. 


Carried for 
the motion. 


Mr. Dawfon now takes his final leave of the Board. 


Pigot 

Geo. Stratton 

Rob. Fletcher 
Henry Brooke 

Claud Rufiell 

Charles Floyer 

Archdale Palmer 

Francis Jourdan. 

Geo. Mackay. 


Mr. Dawfon* 
takes leave of 
the Boards 


Extract of Fort St* George Revenue Confutations , *%tbjun*> 1776a 


SIR Robert Fletcher being of opinion, that the time limited by the 
Company has been long expired for enforcing their commands refpec- 
ting the Committee of Circuit, he now begs leave to record this his opi- 
nion, that he may not in future be in any degree refponfible or fubjeft 
to blame, either for difobedience or negled of thofe importanr 
orders.. 


Minute of 
Sir Ror*crt 
Fletchei re- 
fpefting the 
Commit tce«o£ 
Circuit. 


Fort 


Revenue de- 
partment. 


cuit. 
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Fort St. George, z6tb July, 1776. 
AT A CONSULTATION. 
PRESENT, 


Friday the The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefident. 

26th. George Stratton General Sir Robert Fletcher 

Henry Brooke Claud Ruflell 

Alexander Dalrymple Charles Floyer 

John Maxwell Scone Archdale Palmer 

Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 


Mr. Jourdan informs the Board, that he has delivered a minute to the 
Secretary, in which there is a motion refpefting the Committee of Cir- 
cuit. Mr. Mackay defires to fecond the motion. The minute is then 
read as follows : 

-, T The Court of Dire&ors fay, that when the bufinefs of Tanjorefliall be 

Mr. Jour- " . 

dan's minute finally fettled, the Committee of Circuit (hall be ordered upon that fcrvice. 
theCommit- When they gave thofe orders, it is very probable they expe&ed refiftance 
tee of Cir- on the part of the Nabob ; for they direft us to apply to the Gentlemen 

at Bengal, if neccflary, and direft them, if applied to, to co-operate in the 
carrying of their orders relative to Tanjore into execution. This appears alfo 
from the anxious manner in which they expiefs themfelves on thatfubjcA 
by the Royal Henry, and therefore it was confident and judicious in the 
Court of Direftors to order, that a bufinefs, from which the moft important 
confequences might refult, (hould be conducted by as many members of 
the Board as could be fpared from the other departments. But the Na- 
bob, although he has objetted to the reftitution of the country, has not 
in any inftance refilled, and the Rajah is in pofleffion of the whole coun- 
try Hanamantagoody excepted^ of this the Board have written to the Na- 
bob, and although he has claimed it as part of the Marawar country, yet 

when 
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when he confiders what has been faid upon that fubjeft, it is to be hoped 
he will judge proper that it be reftored. . 

This however is not of much importance; for were he toobje&as 
having been illegally taken from the Marawar, there can be no doubt 
but that both parties would willingly fubmit this to the decifion of the 
Company s to which may be added, that the Rajah has intruded to the 
Company the defence of his country, and ftipulated an ample fumfor that 
purpofe. The claims of Mr. Benfield have been brought before the Board; 
the Circar (base of the crop has been adjudged to the Nabob, and the 
mortgages of courfe are admitted. Nothing remains then but to afcer- 
tain what the Rajah has received, and to fettle fuch terms of payment as 
may be juft. 

I have been thus particular on thefe fubjefts, as whenever the Circuit 
has been mentioned, the Tanjore bufinefs has been urged againft it. 
I know of nocircumftance, in theprefent fituation of our affairs, that can 
juftify the longer delay in carrying the orders of the Company for the 
Circuit into execution ; on the contrary, the rents of fome of the 
farms are continued for one year, and the mode tends evidently to the 
diftrefs of the inhabitants' in thofe diftrifts. The Zemindaries like- 
wife muft be managed in the fame manner. The Zemindar will be dis- 
couraged from improvement in the apprehenfion of incrcafe of tribute ; 
and this mode, injurious as it may be, cannot be altered, until the 
Committee obtain full and perfect information of the real value of 
the lands. The Circars are capable of great improvement; the 
foil in mod parts is rich ; two very confiderable rivers, and fome 
fmaller ones run through them. The inhabitants of the countries 
under Bazalet Jung and Nizam Ally Cawn are grea'lv oppreffed, and 
with proper encouragement many might be brought to refide with us. 
The forefts to the weftward produce Teak and other valuable woods ; 
they have mineswhich might furnifh iron for many ufeful piirpofes; falt- 
petre is made on the borders of the Guntoor Circar; the fugar canes 
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grow luxuriantly in thcRajahmundry Circar j and over the whole country 
are weavers in great numbers. 

To fecure to the inhabitants their juft rights from their Lords and 
from each other, by eftablifhing fome mode of obtaining juftice ; to 
cultivate the deferted and wafte lands ; to reftorc a country almoft de- 
populated by frequent wars and other calamities ; to apply the fuper- 
fluous waters of the Guadivery, the Kiftna, and other rivers, to the pur* 
pofes of cultivation ; and, by increafing the quantity of provifions, to im- 
prove the manufactures and encourage the workman* Thefe are ob- 
jects worthy of Government, and which, if well attended to, will give 
confidence, wealth, and happinefs to the people, and increafe of revenue 
to the Government} and thefe are the objects intruded to the care of the 
Committee. For all thefe reafons (hould be ordered upon the Circuit* 
and I therefore move, that according to thofe orders they be immedi- 
ately fent upon it. 

FRANCIS JOURDAN. 

The foregoing minute concluding with a motion, That the Committee 
of Circuit do immediately proceed upon their enquiries, Mr. Mackay 
defires leave to fecond it. 

The Right Honourable the Prefident, previous to putting the quef- 
tion, obferves to the Board, that in his opinion there are many points of 
great cohfequence that remain to be fettled, in which he (hould be glad 
to have the afliftance of as many of the members as poffible. That the 
orders of the Company are, that the Committee of Circuit (hall not pro- 
ceed until the affairs refpedting Tanjore (hall have been accommodated 
and finally adjufted j and thofe affairs being (till unfettled, he thinks by 
the Company's orders the Committee ought not yet to proceed, and 
therefore he cannot recommend the meafuie, 

Tfaet 
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The Prefident then puts the queftioiu 

Mn Mackay for the motion* 
Mr. Jourdan for the motion. 
Mr. Palmer for the motion, with the following minute : 

As Committee of Circuit appears to.be a bufinefs the Court of Di- 
rectors feem to have very much at- heart, from the information they ex- 
peft from it, relating to points So very eflential to their affairs, and as 
I am likewife apprehenfive that much benefit will arife from their pro- 
ceeding, I am of opinion that there (hould be no longer delay in their 
fecting out. 

Mr* Stone againft the motion, as the Company's orders refpe&ing 
Tanjore are not, in his opinion accomplifhed, there being many ma- 
terial matters remaining unadjufted. 

Mr. Floyer concurs entirely with Mr. Jourdan in the fentiments he 
has delivered in his minute, and he thinks, if the Board were longer to 
defer the departure of the Committee of Circuit, they would difobey the 
pofitive orders of the Court of Dire&ors-, for which reafon, and for thofe 
expreffed in Mr* Jourdan's minute, he is for the motion. 

Mr. Dairy mple againft the motion, as the Prefident has declared it to 
be his opinion, that the Committee of Circuit cannot at this time proceed 
to the Northern Circars confident with the Company's orders, which re- 
quire " Affairs rfefpe&ing Tanjore to be accommodated and finally ad- 
" jufted •," but he thinks the Committee may proceed to execute their 
truft in the Jaghire lands, where the members can attend any urgent 
call* 


4D 


Mr. 


( 3*4 ) 

Mr. Ruflell againft the motion, for the reafons given by Mr. Dal- 
rymple. 

Mr. Brooke for the motion • 

Sir Robert Fletcher for the motion, becaufe he thinks the bufinefi of 
the Committee of the firft importance to the Company; and he is clearly 
of opinion, that not any thing remains to be fettled refpe&ing Tanjore, 
which can by any conftru&ion come within the letter or meaning of the 
Company's orders regarding the Committee of Circuit. 

Mr. Stratton for the motion. 
Prefident againft it. 

* 

Carried for the queftion, by a majority of feven to four* 

Prefident. As Mr. Jourdan has paid fo much attention to the 
Company's orders refpe&ing the Committee of Circuit, and thinking it 
of confequence that it fhould proceed immediately* the Prefident 
recommends him to fill up the vacancy occafioned by the departure of 
Mr. Dawfbru 

Mr. Jourdan thereupon informs the Board, that fince he has been 
in the fervice he "has taken his tour of duty at Manilha, Cuddalore, 
and Mazulipatam, and he hopes therefore the Board will be pleafed to 
permit him to decline the honour intended him by the Right 
Honourable the Prefident. 

The queftion being then put, Whether Mr. Jourdan fhall proceed 
on the Committee in the room of Mr. Dawfon ? The votes of the 
members are taken as follow : 

Mr. 
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Mr. Mackay againft the motion. $ 

Mr. Jourdan obferves, thatfince it has been refolved that a mem- 
ber may vote in his own caufe, he fliall in the prefent cafe give his 
voice againft the queflion. 

Mr. Palmer againft the queftion. 

Mr. Stone againft the queftion, as Mr. Jourdan himfelf does not 
wifh to proceed on the Committee of Circuit. 

Mr. Floyer. Whenever any member of the Circuit fliall afliga 
reafons for not proceeding on that duty which may appear fatisfac- 
tory to him, and fo far as he deems correfpondent with his duty to the 
Court of Directors, he fhall ever be ready to give his affent. The* 
reafons affigned by Mr. Jourdan appearing fo to him, he declares his* 
vote againft the queftion* 

Mr. Dalrymple for the queftion, becaufe he thinks it the duty of 
every member to proceed on fuck fervice as the Prefidcnt recommends 
to be for the intereft of the Company ; and becaufe in his opinion the 
reafons affigned by Mr. Jourdan are not fufficient to excufe him,, as he 
thinks him a man of bulinefs, and therefore a very proper perfon to 
be a member of the Committee of Circuit- 

Mr. Rufiell for the queftion*. 

Mr. Brooke againft the queftion.. 

Sir Robert Fletcher obferves, that he ihould Be very glad to have 
Mr. Jourdan's abilities employed on the Committee of Circuit ; but ir* 
juftice to Mr. Jourdan, he cannot but excufe him for the reafons. 
which he has affigned, and therefore he is againft the queftion* 

i Mr* 
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M. Stratton againft the queftion, for the fame reafons. 
Prefident for the queftion. 
Carried againft the queftion, by a majority of eight to three; 

0? Agreed to adjourn until Monday morning. 

Pigot 
^ Geo. Stratton 
Rob. Fletcher 
Henry Brooke 
Claud Rufiell 
Charles Floyer 
Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jourdan 
Geo. Mackay. 
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Fort St. George, 2gtb July, 1776. 

AT A CONSULTATION. 
PRESENT, 


Monday, the The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefident. 

49th July, 

George Stratton General Sir Robert Fletcher 

Henry Brooke Claud Rufiell 

Alexander Dalrymple Charles Floyer 

John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 

Francis Jourdan George Mackay. 

Minutes of laft Confultation read. 
Mr. Mackay delivers in the following letter, which is read : 


To 
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7i the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prejident, &V. Council of 

Fort St. George. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

AS the Court of Directors have done me the honour to include my 
name in the Committee of Circuit for the Northern Circars, I fliould 
think myfelf wanting in duty, if I did not exprefs the grateful fenfe 
I have of this mark of their favour; at the fame time I efteem it equally 
my duty to inform the Board, that in my own ideas I cannot with 
propriety, or with hopes of being fo ufeful to the Company as I could 
wifli, undertake a truft of fuch importance, when I know it is impof- 
fible for me to take an adtive part in the bufinefs ; I fay this, be- 
caufe my time of life at the age of near fixty, and after having fuffer- 
ed much fatigue with the army in the field, I hope I fhall (land excus- 
ed in the opinion of our Honourable Matters, and of the Board, if I 
requeft to be indulged with remaining at the Prefidericy, where, to 
the utmoft of my ftrength and abilities, I fhall always endeavour to do 
my duty to the Company. 

However, after faying thus much as the refult of what I know and 
feel, I fhall chearfully fubmit myfelf to the determination of the 
Board, to difpofe of me as they may fee proper. 

And I remain mod refpc&fully, 
My Lord and Gentlemen, 
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Letter from 
Mr. Mackay, 
requeuing 
to be re- 
lieved from 
his appoint* 
ment at a 
Member of 
the Com- 
mittee of 
Circuit. 
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Fort St. George, 
39th July, 1776, 


Your mod obedient 

And mod humble (errant, 

m 

GEORGE MACKAY. 
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>ftight Honourable the Prefident obferves to the Board, that he 

^fnfelf convinced that the Court of Diredtors never expeded a fer- 

,<nt to undertake a fervice of fatigue, which he is perfuaded his con- 

ltitution will not enable him to perform ; and underftanding Mr, Mac* 

kay to be of this opinion with refpedt to himfelf, the Prefident doubts 

not but the $oard will comply with his requeft- 

Mr, Jourdan confidering what has been urged by Mr. Mackay, 
particularly his time of life, he thinks his fervices on the Circuit ought 
to be difpenfed with. 

Mr. Palmer agrees in opinion with Mr. Jourdan^ 

Mr. Stone agrees to Mr* Mackay's requeft* for the reafons urged 
by the Prefident. 

Mr. Floyer is of opinion that Mr. Mackay (hould be excu£ed x and 
enters the following minute on the fubjeft : 

The reafons fet forth by Mr. Mackay, in his letter to the Board, for 
requefting to be excufed the duties of a Member of the Committee of 
Circuit, are fuch as, in my opinion, juftly merit an indulgence from 
this Board s I therefore think he ihould be excufed, and hope thfs 
my opinion will be deemed conformable to the declaration made in my 
minute of the 26th inftant, on a fimilar occafion refpe&ing Miv 
Jourdan. 

Mr. Dairy mple aflents to Mr» Mackay *s requeft, fof the reafons afiign* 
cd by the Prefident. 

Mr. Ruflell aflents to Mr. Mack ay's requeft, for the fame reafons. 

Mr, Brooke aflents to Mr. Mackay's requeft> for the reafons afligned 
in his letter and by the Prefident* 

4 Sir 
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Sir Robert Fletcher agrees to excufe Mr* Mackay on account of his 
great age, but he does not admit chat Mr. Mackay is to be the only 
judge whether or not he can perform the fervice, 



Mr, Stratton thinks Mr. Mackay fhould be excufed, being perfuad* 
ed, from his advanced age, that he cannot bear the fatigues attending 
the duty of a Member of the Committee of Circuit. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That Mr. Mackay be excufed from proceed- Refolded 
ing on the Circuit. cording*. 


The Board taking into confideration in what manner the twe^vacan- 
cies in. the Committee of Circuit {hall be filled up, and Mr. Stone be- 
ing mentioned by fome of ,the Members as a proper perfon for that 
fervice, the Right Honourable the Prefident exprefles his hope that 
the Board will not think of Mr. Stone on this occafion :.that Mr. Stone, 
ever fince his arrival in the country, has always beeir employed in the 
fettlement ; that he was ten years in office as Secretary to the Military 
Department, part of which time was in the Prcfident's former Govern- 
ment, when he found Mr.' Stone's fervices very ufeful to him, both 
in his official and private capacity j that he has experienced the fame 
Beady and chearful affiftance from that Gentleman during, his prefent 
Government; and being perfuaded that his long official experience, 
and knowledge of the Company's affairs, will make him more ufeful at 
the Prefidency than if he were employed on the Circuit, he flatters, 
himfelf the Board will difpenfe with his going upon that ffcrvice; 

Agreed, at the requeft of the Prefident, and for the reafons urged by. 
him, that Mr, Scone be excufed from going on the Circuit. 


Mr. Dalrymple reads the following minute :. 

The bufinefs for which the Committee of Circuit are appointed, is 
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Minute of 
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To afcertain, with all poffible exaaneft, the proctor* of the 

country 

* 

The number of inhabitants — 

Scate of manufactures — 

Fortified places— 

Grofs amount of the revcfnuM— 

Articles from which they arife — 

Mode by which they are collected— 

Specific proportion ufually received by the Rajah or Zemindar, 

And what cuftom or ufage has allotted to the Cultivator. 

What fecurity the native has for his property. 

What Courts of Juftice. 

>C How far fimilar regulations to thofe lately eftabliflied in Bengal may 
be introduced with propriety in the Northern Ci rears, 

Afcertain the ftrength of each Rajah or Zemindar— 

Expenfe of his troops, &c— 

The means of defraying thofe cxpenfes— 

The number of regular Seapoys ncceffary to maintain. 

The Company exprefs an intention, that every military man in the 
Circars to be paid by the Company. 

V And that the Committee of Circuit are afterwards to proceed to let 

^ the lands. 

That 
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That branch of the Committee's duty which depends upon enquiry- 
can fcarcely be effe&ed by a Committee, at leaft it can be much 
more effe&ually and expeditioufly done by a fingle perfon, with the 
afliftance of junior fervants ; and when the feveral reports are made to. 
the Board, the Committee then proceeding conjointly to let the lands, 
may on the fpot examine each report, to fee that it is complete and 
exaft. 


m- 





By this method, each perfon of the Committee will naturally be fti- 

mulated to diftinguilh himfelf, by the manner in which he executes his 

truft ; and being left to execute it in the mode he thinks beft, it will 

be done more completely, as well as more expeditioufly, than if the 

# whole Committee aft in conjunction. 

Mr. Floyer feeing the difficulties which the Board are under in fill- 
ing up the vacancies in the Committee of Circuit, readily offers his fer- 
vice upon this occafion, obferving only, that for want of local know- 
•ledge, he does not think himfelf at prefent competent to do the duties 
of a member of the Committee ; but if the Board will pernjit him to 
remain at Mafulipatam, (where he has been appointed Chief by the 
Honourable Cdtirt of Direftors, and of which Settlement he has not 
yet taken charge) until he fhall have acquired that local knowledge fb 
•neceflary in a Chief for the information of the Committee of Circuit, 
lie will, after having obtained fuch neceflary information, Readily join 
the Committee, and go with them in their enquiries. 

Agreed unanimoufly, That Mr. Floyer be one of the Committee of 
Circuit, and that he be permitted'to remain at Mafulipatam, fo long as 
he fhall find it convenient for the above purpofes. 

Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr. Jourdan, and Mr. Mackay, having given an 

opinion heretofore, that Chiefs ought not to be appointed members of 

the Committee of Circuit, but the majority determining contrary to 

t 4 Y . that 
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that opinion, they think themfclves at liberty to aflent to Mf* FloycFs 
being of the Committee of Circuit. 

One vacancy in the Committee remaining ftill to be filled up, and 
Mr. Latham, the Chief of Cuddalore, being propofed as a proper perfon, 
it is moved that he be appointed a member. The queftion being ac- 
cordingly put by the Right Honourable the Prefident— 

, Mr. Mackay "for the queftkuu • 

I 

Mr, Jourdan for it. 

Mr, Palmer for it;. • ^ 

Mr, Stone for it, fuppofing ft will be agreeable to Mr. Latfiom. 

Mr* Floyer for it. 

Mr. Dalrympk and Mr. Ruflell for it, thinking Mr. Lathom a pro- 
per perfon, and thinking it will be agreeable to him. 

Mr. Brooke againft it, and delivers the following minute : 

I give my negative to the appointing Mr. Lathom oa the Committee 
of Circuit, becaufe I think it improper to call the Chief of Cuddalore 
to proceed to the Northern.Circars,.where he has had no opportunity of 
acquiring any knowledge in the bufinefe on which that Committee is 
ordered ; whereas the Chief of Ganjam, by his refidence there, may 
have acquired fuch knowledge, as might be of material fervice in invef- 
tigating the feveral matters recommended by the Company ; and be- 
caufe the Chiefs, of Vizagapatam and Mafulipatam having been ap- 
pointed members' of that Committee, he may be called before them 
(though his juniors in the fervice) without having a feat with them, 
which I think is an indignity, though I think this Board never meant 
that any fhould be offered him* 

Refolved 


( 373 ) 

Refolved accordingly, That Mr. Lathom be appointed a member 
of the Committee of Circuit, with permiffion to retain the Chieffliip of 
Cuddalore ; that he be advifed of his appointment, and defired to i 
repair to the Prefidency with all convenient expedition. 

Agreed to meet agaift oaThurfday next on the bufinefs of the Com- . 
mittee of Circuit. 

Pigot 
. m Geo..Stratton 
.Rob. Fletcher. 
Henry Brooke 
Claud Ruffell 
Charles Floyer 
Archdale Palmer 
Francis Jpurdan. . 
Geo. Mackay. . 

29. Received by Tappies general letter from Ganjam, dated the 13th 
inftant; one from Vizagapatam* dated the 18 th inftant; and one from 
Cuddalore, dated the 26th inftant. . 

Received by Tappies general letter from Mafulifcatam, dated the. 
25th inftant. . 
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Revenue de- 
partment. 

Thurfday the 
i ft. 


Fort St. George, ift duguft, 1776. 
AT A CONSULTATION. 

PRESENT, 

The Right Honourable. Lord Pigot, Prefident. 

George Stratton Sir Robert Fletcher 

Henrv Brooke Claud Ruffell 

Alexander Dalrymple Charle6 Floyer 

John Maxwell Stone Archdale Palmer 

Francis Jourdan - George Mackay. 


, ^ Minutes of laft Consultation read* 

THE Right Honourable the Prefident lays before the Board the 
following minute, which is read : 

The Prefident obferving to the Board, that the occafion of their now 
afiembling is in confequence of the refolution of the laft Council, that 
they fhould this day take under confideration the departure of the Com* 
mittee of Circuit ; and having, upon a former day, reprefented that he 
thought the affairs of Tanjore far from being finally adjufted, he conti- 
nues of opinion that the Committee ought not at this time to proceed 
on the Circuit. 

The Prefident maintains, that there are many very great abufes at 
the Prefidency, in the inveftigation of which he thinks the extraordina- 
ry diligence and application of Mr. Dalrymple is efientially neceflary 
to him, and thefe require to be fully examined into and regulated, be* 
* fore the members of the Council proceed upon a bufinefs which will 
take years to execute. Notwithftanding which, the Prefident, con- 
vinced of the infinite importance of the Jaghire, has no obje&ion to the 
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Committee of Circuit going upon an enquiry into the date thereof, 
which is a fervice he hopes may be performed in a few months, with 
the affiftance of the examination Mr, Barnard has already made. 

The Prefident further obferves, that he has a volume of complaints 
to lay before the Committee ; that he had many made to him on his 
late journey $ and the laft letter from the Nabob, defiring that orders of 
government may be made public, which orders in faft would be under- 
ftood to difcourage and forbid complaints being brought to the Prefi- 
dency, ftrengthens him the more in his opinion that thofe complaints 

require their firft attention. 

* 

The Prefident hopes that the reafons afligned by Mr. Mackay do not 
extend to a fervice of fo ftiort a duration, and fo near the Prcfidency, as 
the Jaghire* and therefore, as the Court of Directors have been pleafed 
to name him, the Prefident recommends that he be a member of the 
Committee on this expedition into the Jaghire, and more particularly 
as Mr. Floyer will depart foon for Mafulipatam, and Mr. Ruflell 
is nominated, by the refolution of Council of the 8th July, to be Refi- 
dent at Tanjore, on which fervice the Prefident thinks it absolutely 
neceflary for the Company's intereft that he fliould forthwith proceed ; 
and if any obftaclc is made to his departure, he, the Prefident, takes this 
occafion formally to proteft againft all confequences which may enfue. 

The above minute having been read, the Right Honourable the 
Prefident defires that the laft letter from the Nabob, to which he has 
referred in the laid minute, may be alio read, which is done as follows : 

From the Nabob, dated i6tb July, 1776, received ditto. 

I UNDERSTAND that fome people, who wifti to make differences be* 

tween me and the Company, have encouraged the Ryots in the Jaghire 

to make complaints againft me. The former Governors and Council of 

f 4 Z Madras 
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Madras confcnted that the {hares of the crop due to the refpeCtive in- 
habitants fhould be fettled according to the ufagcs eftabtifhed by Saa- 
dut Ulla Cawn. I have ever recommended to my Aumils to attend 
to thefe ufages, and allow the Choutrams and Enams granted by for- 
mer Soubahs. Some of the Ryots, partly out of their owa*maUcious 

m 

difpofition, and partly inftigated and encouraged by others, are not 
content with the (hares to which they have a right, by the ufages efta- 
blifhed in Saadut Ulla Cawn's time, but infift upon more than their 
due : as their demands are not founded upon juftice, and only tend 
to throw confufion into the mode of collecting the rents, upon which 
every thing depends, I therefore beg leave to recommend to you, that 
you will order notice to be given by public advertifements to all the 
Ryots and inhabitants of the Company's Jaghire, that the Cultivators 
fhall receive the fhares due to them, as eftablifhed in Saadut Ulla Cawn Y 
time, and that free poflefEon of all Choutrams and Enams granted by 
former Soubahs fhall be allowed. That if any Ryot fhall demand 
more than is due to him by the above-mentioned ufages, he fhall not 
receive encouragement or protection from the EngHfh. This'will put 
a flop to all irregularities in the Government and cultivation of the lands, 
which will tend to the Company's advantage. 

What can I fay more } 

He then moves, that the Committeeof Circuit fhall firft proceed to the 
inveftigation of the Jaghire $ and the queftion being put — 

Mr, Mackay againft the queftion, as he is clearly of opinion the 
Court of Diredtors, in their orders by the Grenville, mean that the 
Northern Circars fhall be inveftigated by the Committee of Circuit be- 
fore the Jaghire. 

Mr. Jourdan againft the queftion, for the reafons contained in the fol- 
lowing minute : 

As 
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"As the abufes, of which the Right Honourable the Prefident fpeaks, 
are not fpecified, I can only fay, that in my opinion the Prefident ought 
to lay them before the Board ; and that the members who will remain 
here after the Gentlemen appointed of the Circuit may fet out, will be 
competent to the inveftigation of any abufes that may exift. The ma- 
terial parts of the Tanjore bufinefs I think are concluded. The. Na- 
bob defires that we order notice to be given, that the Ryots and inhabi- 
tants fhall receive the {hares eftablifhed in Saadut Ulla Cawn's time,—- 
That all Choutrams and Enams granted by former Soubahs fhall be 
allowed, and that if any Ryot {hall demand more than is due to him, he 
fhall not receive encouragement and protection from the Englifh ; all 
which, I think, may be done in terms that will not preclude the injured 
from Complaining. The members of the Committee of Revenue may, 
in the abfence of the Committee of Circuit, receive and examine the ac- 
counts of the Trepaflbre, &c. diftri&s collected by Mr. Barnard ; and 
I therefore am againft the que ft ion. 

FRANCIS JOURDAN. 

Mr. Palmer againft the queftion, as he thinks the fpirit of the Com- 
pany's orders is, that the Northern Circars fhall be firft inveftigated by 
the Committee of Circuit, 

* 

Mr. Stone obferves, that he has already given his opinion, that the 
departure of the Committee of Circuit {hould be delayed for fon*e 
time, as it appeared to him there were many important points refpe&ing 
Tanjore remaining to be adjufted ; but it. having been determined by 
the Board that the Committee {hall proceed immediately, he thinks 
they {hould make the Jaghire the firft objedfc of their enquiry, as they 
may on any emergency be called to the Prefidency at a fhort. notices 
he is therefore for the queftion. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Floycr obferves, that he has confidered with due attention the 
fubjeft of the Right Honourable the Prcfident's Minute, and confeffes 
he does not fee reafons fufficient to induce him to deviate from what he 
thinks the pofitive orders of the Court of Directors — that the Commit- 
tee of Circuit fliould firft proceed to the Circars, where he is of opinion 
the duties of the Committee are firft and moft cfientially required ; he 
is therefore againft the queftion, for the above and other reafons, which 
he fhall fully alfign in a minute hereafter* 

Mr. Dairy mple for the queftion, and gives his reafons in the following 

minute : 

The Nabob having not given in any application for continuing to 
rent the Trepaffore, &c. diftri&s, and the term for his laft agreement 
being now expired, I think the Jaghire is at prefent virtually under the 
charge of the Committee of Circuit; and although I do not mean to 
fay, that in cafe the Nabob fhould now make application for a continuation 
of this farm for the enfuing yeaf, that his Highnefs's application fhould 
be reje&ed, becaufe not given in before this time; yet, if a further agree- 
ment is made with him, the Company's orders are, " That this agree- 
" ment with the Nabob lhall be made for 0** year only; and that it muft 
" be an exprefs condition in fuch agreement, that theCommitteeof Circuit 
" (hall be at full liberty to explore the country, and to afcertain the real 
" produce and revenues thereof, in the manner defcrited in their inftruc- 
" tions refpe&ing the Northern Circars ;" which condition would be 
rendered void if the Committee were firft to be ordered to the Northern 
Circars, as it is impoflible for them to execute their duty there in one 
year. And I am convinced, not only from what I have heard, but from 
what I have feen, that the Jaghire is capable of very great improve- 
ment, and that the inhabitants fuflfer great oppreffion. 

Mr. Ruflell for the queftion, and gives his reafons in the following 
minute : 

1 lam 
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I am for the queftion for the reafons affigned by the Prcfident, and 
bgcaufe I think the Jaghire is of the firft importance to the Company, 
on account of it's vicinity to the prefidency as well as revenue, and becaufe 
until the inveftigation is made, the lands cannot be let on long leafes, 
which is abfolutely neceflary, to relieve them from the decayed ftate 
which they are faid to have fallen into under the Nabob's management 
on leafes from year to year. 

Mr. Brooke obferves, that he is unhappy in differing from the Prcfi- 
dent in the prefent cafe, but he thinks the inveftigation of the Circars 
an objeft of much more importance than the Jaghire, as well as that the 
Company's orders. have fo particularly and ftrongly recommended it. 
For thefe reafons, and thofe affigned by Mr. Jour dan,, he is againft the: 
queftion* 


■ > 


Sir Robert Fletcher fubferibes to the opinion, given by Mr. Jourdan,. 
and is therefore againft the queftion. 

Mr. Stratton againft the queftion, being clearly of opinion, that from 
the fpirit of the Company's orders, the Committee of Circuit fhould 
firft proceed to inveftigate the northern Circars, which" appear to him 
to be the Company's principal objeft in the appointment of this Com- 
mittee. 

• ■ 

Prefident for the queftion, obferving that he is much concerned the argu- 
ments made ufe of in his minute have not had that weight with the Board 
which he expected, and which he thinks they deferve. In reply to Mr. 
Jourdjn's minute, he remarks, that undoubtedly he ought to lay before 
the Board the abufes mentioned, and the fooner he does fo, the more he 
is perfuaded it will be acceptable to his employers ; that he wiihed to da 
this at a time when he could have Mr. Dalrymple's affiftance ; that he 
is perluaded Mr. Jourdan is as well acquainted with the circumftances 
and fituation of this fettlement as any man, but if he fhould be fo un- 
•J- 5 A fortunate 


/ 


< 3«o ) 

-fortunate in aH to* recommendations as he has been of late, it is evident 
he will reeeite very Kttfc fupport from his Council after the departure of 
.the Committee of Circuit. 

« 

Carried againft the qucftion by a majority of feven to four. 

Mr. Brooke delivers in the following motion in writing, Which is 
4iow read. 

It having been determined that the Committee of Circuit fhall imme- 
diately proceed on that fervice, and the Court of Dire&ors appearing 
defiroos of having the affairs of the Chkacde Circar firft fettled, I move 
<that Meflrs. Ruffell and Dairy triple do let out by the 1 5th of this month 
to the Chicacok Circar, to be there joined by Mr. Johnibn, in order to 
commence upon this bufinefs ; that Mr. Lathom do repair thither a* 
foon as poflibk, and that Mr. Floyer fhall join them when he has ac- 
quired that knowledge which is fo neceflary for him as Chief of Mafuli- 
patam. 

The above motion bang read, Mr. Floyer defires leare to fccond it; 

It being late in the d»y, and the Right Honourable the Prefidem in- 
arming the Board that he has a great deal to lay to them on the fubjed: 
of Mr. Brooke's motion, it 19 agreeed to adjourn till to-morrow morning 
-at j 1 o'clock. 


George Strat ton 

Rob". Fletcher 

Henry Brooke 

Claud Ruffell 

Charles Floyer 

Archdate Palmer 

Francis Joordan 
George Mackay* 

Fort 
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Fart St. George 9 id Auguftj 1776. 

AT A CONSULTATION, 

PRESENT, 

The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prefident, 
George Stratton Henry Brooke 

Charles FJoyer John Maxwell Stone 

Archdale Palmer Francis Jourdan 

George Mackay* 
Sir Robert Fletcher indifpofed. Mr. Rufiell and Mr. Dakymplc ahfcat. 

Minutes of hfk ConCultation read. 

THE Right Honourable the Prefident acquaints the Board, that he laft 
night dire&ed the Secretary to intimate to the Gentlemen of die Coun- 
cil that it would require more time to prepare what he had to lay before 
them on the fubjeft of Mr. Brooke's motion of yefterday, and that he 
requefted their attendance this morning at 1 1 o'clock, in order to take 
under confideration a letter from Ingeram concerning the kweftroent 
and other current bufinefs lying on the table; he then apologizes to Mr. 
Brooke for not being prepared to give an opinion on his motion, and in- 
forms him. that he Audi lay before the Board what he has teoflbr on the 
tabje&of it as foon as poffibl*. 

The following letters from Mr. Ruflell and Dairy mple are now read: 

To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Prejldent and Governor, &c. Council 

of Fort St. George. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

A S I confider the motion yefterday given in fay Mr. Bcooke, and fir- 
conded by Nr. Flayer, to convey a charge of backwardness! my doty 

« t» 
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Friday the id. 
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to the Company, by fixing a particular day for my departure on the Com- 
mittee of Circuit, 1 think it incumbent on me, before I can attend your 
councils, torcqueft you will call upon thofe Gentlemen t<> explain them- 
selves, and point out in what inftance I have either been backward or 
negligent. On this occafion I muft take leave to obferve, that Mr. Dal- 
rymple nor myfelf have not fince our arrival encumbered ourfelves with 
the charge of any employ of emolument, that we might be the readier 
for fetting out on the Circuit when the Tanjore bufinefs fhould be 
finally adjufted. 

The Board, when fuller than at prefent, did me the honour of ap- 
pointing me Refident at Tanjore to fettle the bufinefs and quiet the 
alarms in the Rajah's mind, before my. fer vices on the Circuit fhould be 
called upon ; and I fhould hope they would not now fruftrate that ap- 
pointment, as 1 cannot but think it a highly necefiary one, it being well 
known that the Nabob's Sons took great pains, and made large offers to 
Mr. Dawfon to prevent the appointment taking place, and even now are 
indefatigable in their no&urnal vifits. 

I have the honour to be, very refpe&fully, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

2d. Auguft, 1776. CLAUD RUSSELL; 

To the Right Honourable Lord Pigot* Prefident and Governor, &>c . Council 

of Fort St. George. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

THE motion made yefterday by Mr. Brooke, and feconded by Mr. 
Floyer, conveying an imputation that Mr. Ruff ell and I have declined our 
duty to the Company, I muft confider as a charge, and am under the ne- 
ceflity, before I attend Council, to call upon Mr. Brooke and Mr. Floyer 
to explain in what inftance I have ever been backward in performing 
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my duty, the more particularly, as I have never expreffed even a wilh 
to be excufed going on the Committee of Circuit ; on the contrary did 
always exprefs my readinefs to proceed, and to qualify my felt for the 
execution of this duty, have with great pains abftra&ed the proceedings 
of the Board of Revenue, to know what had been done antecedent to our 
arrival ; and before 1 was fent to Tanjore had drawn out a model for 
abridging Mr. Barnard's accounts, which model was approved of by the 
Board, and ordered to be carried into execution under the direction of 
the Accountant; and fince my return, I have almoft complcated, from 
the Company's records, an abftradt of all circumftances I can find con- 
cerning the Jaghire; it is true, confidering the Jaghire to be the matter 
of the moft real importance to the Company, I have not entered into any 
inveftigation of the Northern Circars, concerning which I have no local 
knowledge, and am therefore as great an ignoramus as Mr. Floyer declared 
himfelf to be, and for this reafon his prefent attendance with the Commit- 
tee was excufed. If the Committee are to proceed firft to the Northern 
Circars, the pains I have taken concerning the Jaghire is labour loft 
and an examination of the Company's records, to acquire the neceffary 
knowledge concerning the Northern Circars, and to have the neceffary 
^xtradts made, will take more time than the motion allots for our 
departure. 

So indecent a motion, as to affix any day for the departure of 
members of the Board, cannot, I prefume, ever be put to the vote 
by the Prefident, whofe duty I conceive obliges him to pay - the 
refpeft due to the members of his Council ; fince if there was any 
ground for fuch an order, the perfon who requires to be put under 
fuch command, muft be unmeriting that confidehce indifpenfably 
neceffary to be lodged in the members of the Committee of 
Circuit. 

But circumftanced as I am, the motion is peculiarly injurious. Upon 

the eve of the Grenville's difpatch, when fuch important matter*?, 

-f s B t wherein 
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wherein I have been fo much a party concerned, are to be referred tx> 
the Company, and the Commander in Chief having repeatedly inti- 
mated to the Board, his intention to caH upon them to enter into the 
confideration of my condudt, which I am confcious will ftand the teft, 
as well as his, or any members of the Board;, it is in- a manner pre- 
venting me marking my defence to my Honourable Mailers, and 
precluding me from that juftice which I have a perfedt confidence of 
ever receiving from them, when, all circumftances are fairly repre- 
sented. 

I have the honour to be,. 

My Lord and Gentlemen^ 

Your moll obedient, humble fervantr, 
Fort St. George, , 

2dAuguft > 1776. ALEX*, dalrymple:. 


The above letters being read, Mr. Floyer addrefles himfelf to the 
Board as follows : 

Mr, Floyer — The letters which have now been read from MeflTeurs 
Ruflell and Dalrymple, fhould imply, by my feconding the motion of 
Mr. Brooke, read yefterday at the Board, an indirect charge or ac- 
cufation of neglect of duty on their parts. I have in a future con- 
futation very fully exprefled my wifhes, that a time not exceeding thfe 
departure of the Grenville, ihould be fixed for the fetting out of the 
Committee of Circuit, and did then: affign as a reafon for fuch wifh, 
that it was not fufficient the Court of Diredors Ihould know that we 
had refolved to enforce their orders relative to the Committee of 
Circuit, but that they Ihould by the fame conveyance have the addi- 
tional fatisfadtion, of knowing they were actually fet out on that 
duty. When I uttered thefe my fentiments, I did expedfc the Grenville 
would have been difpatched from hence to Europe, within a month at 

farthefL 
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fartheft. As we have been told by the Gentlemen of Bombay, that 
the Grenville would be difpatched in a few days after the Revenge, 
which arrived here nine days ago, and as we have nothing to detain 
her here to my recollection after her arrival, but the fending by her 
our public difpatches to the Honourable the Court of Directors, and; 
perhaps a few bales of our. inveftment ; thefe together with the. late- 
nefs of the feafon, makes me tbitvk I am rather beyond, than within 
the time fhe can, with propriety be kept here. 

I muft add to the above reafons, that in my opinion the bufinefs of 
the Circuit has been already too long delayed, and that if I did not ufe 
my endeavours, as a member of this adminiftration, to expedite the 
departure of the Committee, I fliould defervedly incur the fevereft 
cenfure my Honourable Matters could impofe upon me. Thcfe are 
the reafons that induced me to fecond Mr. Brooke's motions, and no 
other ; if in that aft I had intended to infinuate any thing to the 
prejudice of thsfe two gentlemen, I fliould have taken the liberty to 
have mentioned it at the Board, when they were prefent. I am ex- 
tremely forry to have given this trouble to the Board, and {hall only 
Beg leave to make one obfervation upon thefe words in Mr. Dalrymple's 
letter, " fo indecent a motion" (alluding to that made by Mr. Brookfe) 
the word indecent is in my opinion by no means proper to be made ufe 
ef by any member upon any occafion, which leads to become a public, 
adt of the Board.. 

CHARLES ELOYERl 

Mr. Brooke. — When I gave, in my motion yefterday at the Board;, 
it was upon a general idea, that the Company's politive commands 
regarding the Circuit had been already too long delayed, and not 
from any intention to convey to this Board any charge of neglcft 
againft Mr. Ruflell or Mr. Dalrymple. I have upon all occafions 
during the debates touching the Circuit given it as my opinion, 
that the Company's intentions regarding the bufinefs of Tanjore were 

fully 
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fully accomplifhed, when the Rajah was put in poffcffion of his 
country, and thought the Committee of Circuit fliould have fet out 

immediately after that period. 

Mr. Stratton propofed to move, more than two months ago, that 
the Committee fhould then proceed, but poftponed it on the Pre- 
fident's requefting it might be deferred until the arrival of the 
Greenwich. Upon the minute given in by Mr. Jourdan the 26th 
ultimo, it was determined that the Committe of Circuit fliould pro- 
ceed immediately. The exception made to that was, tjiat the word 
immediately was indefinite. I therefore thought it proper to mention a 
precife time for their departure, that no further debates might arife. 
I am concerned upon this occafion, that thofe gentlemen fliould mif- 
underfland my meaning, as nothing more was intended than to carry 
the Company's orders into execution, which appears to me to have 
bten already too long delayed. 

HENRY BROOKE. 

The Right Honourable the Prefident remarks upon that part of Mr. 
Brooke's minute, which mentions his having requefted Mr. Stratton to 
defer his motion until the arrival of the Greenwich ♦, that it never could 
but have been his intention, that Mr. Stratton fliould poftpone that mo- 
tion, until he (the Prefident) fliould think the proper time was arrived 
for the departure of the Committee, when it would be unneceflary for 
Mr,. Stratton to make the motion at all. 

The Prefident cannot avoid upon this occafion expreffing his concern, 
that two members of the Council, of whom he has the higheft opinion* 
whom he has known from very young men, and whofe ability and inte- 
grity are equal to thofe of any fervant of the Company he has ever 
known, fhould be placed in a fituation which they themfelves think im- 
proper and difagreeable. The Prefident feels the more, as he fhould 
think it all growing from his conduft at Tanjore, and from his wifh to 

keep 
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keep the Rajah of Tanjorc in a fituation that fliall henceforward free 
him from all unjuft fufferings from the Nabob, did not the Gentlemen 
of the Majority affurc him ro the contrary. The Prcfident will allow 
great meriun the Majority, in adhering flriftly to what they conceive to 
be the commands of the Court of Directors* but at the fame time he is 
forry to obferve, that ever fince that unfortunate jottrney, he has not 
been able to fatisfy the Majority of the Council, that any political 
<jueftion he had to recommend was for the benefit of the Company. 

Thus fituated, the President thinks it his iftdifpenfable duty to recom* 
mend to the Board to call up from Gangam and Vizagapatam Meffieurs 
Smith and Johnfon, that he may be aided and affiftcd with their advice 
upon this emergent occafion. He therefore moves the Board, that they 
will come to that resolution, and further informs them he (hall after- 
wards propofe, 

m 

€S That the Commander of the Company's {hip Revenge be directed 
to proceed to the northward, to bring up Meffieurs Smith and Johnfon. 

<c That if upon enquiry it fhall appear^ that the nodlurnal vifits men- 
tioned by Mr. Ruflell in his letter, be made by the Nabob** Sons to the 
members of this Council, futh members be fufpended from the Com-* 
pany's fervicc until their pleafure be known." 

Mr. Floyer then requefts that the fummons fent Iaft night to the 
Council may be read, which is accordingly done as follows : 

Gentlemen of Council, 

THE Right Honourable the Prefideflt has directed me to acquaint 

you, that he finds it will require more time to prepare what he has to 

lay before the Board on the fubjedt of Mr* Brooke's motion j that he 

defirts however the Council will attend at the Fort to-morrow morning, 

t 5 C at 
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at eleven o f clock, to take under confideration Mr Davidfon'S lettercon* 
cerning the Ingeratn ihveftment and other current bufinefs.. 

Lara, very refpedtfully,. 

Gentlemen,. 

Your moft obedient 

humble fervant, , 
Thurfday evening,., 

9 o'clock. GHA* OAKELEY, Secretary^. 

Mr, Floyer then reads the following minute, fubfcribed to by himfelf, , 
Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Eletcher,. Meflieurs Brooke, Palmer, Jpurdan^ 
and Mackay*. 

After the many inftances which the Majority of the Board % have - 
given of their attention to the Prefident, it was with much concern 
and aftonifhment that we read the . paper laft night fent round to the 
Council. 

A motion for the fetting ourof the Committe for the Circars was offered • 
to be made by Mr. Stratton more than* two months ago. Mr. Ruffell then 
objected to fuch a motion being made, on account of the land winds' ; 
and the Pre 6 dent wiihrng that it might be poftponed until the arrival of 
the Greenwich, the Board yielded thereto. Near two months have elap- 
fed fince the arrival of the Greenwich', and in the intermediate time it 
has been refolved by the Governor's cafting vote, that one of the mem- 
bers, appointed and ordered by our matters, on the . Committee of Cir- 
cuit, (hall be appointed Refident at Tanjore ; but with an intimation 
from the Prefident, during the debate, that the appointment to Tanjore 
ihould not interfere in that member's going on the circuit. 

Some days ago the vacancies in the Committee of Circuit were filled 
up, and it was refolved that the. Committee ihould proceed immediate- 
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lyi ; and as fome gentlemen obferved that the word immediately wzs inde- 
finite, Mr, Brook moved yefterday to fix their departure to a day. In 
this debate the Prefident defired to haveone da^'s .delay, and to adjourn ; 
until this morning at ten o'clock; This was complied with, and it was • 
made an adtof* the Board, that we-ihould meet at- that hour to proceed 
upon Mr. Brooke's motion.* The Prefident, notwithftanding that ad- 
journment,- having taken upon hhhfelf to order the Secretary to fend ' 
round a paper to fupercede that aftj by fummoning them at a different 
time to go upon the^bufinefs of ■ the Ingeram inveftment, (which bufi- 
nefs appears as immediately connected with that of the enquiry intothe 
condudt of Mr. Sadller; that we think no new fyftem can with pro- 
priety be adopted Xintil thatbefihiflied.') We muft declare this a£t of 
the Prefident to bis unconditional, and that it appears to us intended 
to delay the execution of the pofitive orders of the Company touching , 
the Circuit. . 

Infupport therefore .of thbfe orders, and of the dignity and honour 

of this government, we think ourfelves obliged to obje& to the going 

upon any frefh bufinefs, until the time of the departure, and place of the 

enquiry of the Committee of Circuit be fettled, unlefs fuch bufinefs > 

fltall be deemed of more, , or of equal importance to that which is now • 

before the Board.!. 

Geo. Sfratton 

Rob! Fletcher 

Henry Brooke. 

Charles Floyer 

Afchdale Palmer 

Francis JouFdanu . 

The motions before entered by the Ri'gltf Honourable. the Prefidenr, , 
are again read at his defire. . 

Mr* . 
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Tv4r. Jourdan.-— As the paflage alluded to by the Right Honourable 
the Prefident, in the letter from Mr. Ruffell, is too general for me to 
form any judgment upon, I. think the latter fhould be called upon to eXr 
plain himfelf ; and as I do not lee the fituation of the Company's affairs 
in the manner the Right Honourable the Prefident does, I am of opi- 
nion that the motion delivered by Mr* Brooke to the Board, in point of 
-order and regularity, as well as importance, ought to befirft taken into 
confideration .; and I therefore move that the Pxefident!s motions be not 
now put. 

Mr. Mackay. — I think th$ motions of the Prefident very irregular, 
as another motion made by Me. Brooke is now before the Board, and 
ought to be firft difpofed of. I am therefore of opinion that the Prefi- 
dent's motions be .not now put. 

Mr. Palmer. — I conceive that as there is a motion now "before the 
Board, antecedent to the Prefident's queftions, and for the deter- 
mination of which the Board are now aflembled, I am of opinion that 
the determination of the President's motions be fubfequent to that of the 
motion now before the Board. 

Mr. Stone. — I think the Prefident's motions lhould be now put. 

Mt. Floyer. — I am of opinion that the Prefident*s motions ought sot 
to be now put, for the reafons given by Mc Jourdaq, ktrt can have no 
objection to their being put in due order and place. 

Mr. Brooke. — I fhall always pay fhe greateft attention to every thing 
that is moved by the fPrcfident ; but as the motion of yefterday is prior 
to<thofe made to-day by him, and for the consideration of which the 
©oerd agreed to meet rhis day, I am of opinion that the motion made 
yefterday, in point of order and propriety, fliould be £rft put, and am 
therefore for the queftion. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Stratton.— I am for the queftion for the reafons affigned by Mr. 
Jourdan. 

Prefident.— -Againft the queftion. 

Carried by a majority of fix to two, that the Right Honourable the 
' * 4 Prefidcnt's motions be not nofr put. 


« 

Meffieurs Brooke and Floyer having declared in their minutes, relative 
to the motion made by the former, and feconded by the latter, at yefter- 
day's Confultation, that they never intended to convey any idea of neg- 
le& of duty in Mr. Ruffell or Mr. Dalrymple, by fixing a time for 
their departure, 

Refolved, That they be furnifhed with a copy of the minutes, and 
that the Secretary defire their attendance next Council. 

Agreed, That Mr. Brooke's motion be taken into confideration on 

Monday next. 

Pigot. 

Geo. Stratton. 
Henry Brooke 
Charles Floyer 

* 

Archdale Palmer* 
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Revenue de- 
partment* 

Monday, 
the 25th* 


Fort St. George, stb of Auguft, 177$. 
AT A CONSULTATION. 

PRESENT, 
The Right Honourable Lord Pigor, Prefident, 


George Scratton 
Henry Brooke 
Alexander Dalrympte 
John Maxwell Scone 
Francis Jou:dan 


Sir Robert Fletcher 
Claud Ruffcll 
Charles Floyer 

Archdale Palmef 

« 

George Mack ay. 


Minutes of laft Confutation read. 

THE Right Honourable the Prefident obferves to the Board, that the 
Nabob's agreement for renting the Jaghirc being expired* and the Ho- 
nourable Company's inveftment at Ingeram, as well as at the Prefidency, 
being at a (land, he recommends to the Board to take thofe important 
matters into confideration, before they proceed upon other bufinefs. 

Refolded, That a letter be written to the Nabob to remind him, that 
the term for which the Trepafiore, &c. diftridts were let to him, expired 
on' the 31ft ultimo, and to requeft his anfwfr as foon as poffible to the 
letter which was addrcfled to him on that fubjeft the 23d ultimo. 

With refpeft to the other part of the Prefident's recommendation, 
relative to the buflnefs of the inveftment, the feveral members give their 
opinion as follow : 

Mr. Mackay. — I am of opiniori, that Mr. Brooke's motion fhouJd be 
taken into confideration before the bufinefsof the Ingeram inveftment. 

GEO. MACKAY. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Jourdan.— I am of opinion, for the reafons I gave in laft Confu- 
tation, that Mr. Brooke's motion fhould be firft confidered. 

FRANCIS JOURDAN. 

Mr. Palmer, — I am of the fame opinion. 

Mr. Stone. — As a very confiderable and valuable part of the Com- 
pany's inveftment has been provided under Ingeram, any flop or failure 
therein mud be attended with not only immediate but future bad con- 
fcquences to the Company ; I am therefore of opinion, that the Board 
cannot too foon proceed to take Mr. Davidfon's letter on that fubjelt 
into confideration. 

Mr. Floyer. — I think the orders of the Court of Directors are too 
pofitive with refpedt to the Committee of Circuit to admit of longer 
delay *, and as the recommendation now before us is nor, in my opi- 
nion, of equal importance to thefubjeft contained in Mr. Brooke's mo- 
tion, I am of opinion, that the faid motion of Mr. Brooke fhould firft be 
confidered. 

Mr. Dairy mple. — I am of opinion, that nothing is of more efiential 
confequence to the Company than their inveftments. As I underftand 
the Ingeram inveftment is at a (lop, I think this requires the firft atten- 
tion of the Board ♦, and it is neceffary for me to obferve, that I called in 
vain for Mr. David Ton's letter to be read. I alfo underftand, from the 
Export Warehoufe-keeper's declaration at the Board, a few days ago, 
that the weavers of the foqihern Pyokets had given to him a written 
declaration, that they could not conform to the refolutions of the Board, 
and that this branch of the inveftment is alfo at a ft and. 

* 

Mj. RuiTell. — I am of opinion, that the Ingeram inveftment fhould be 
firft taken into confideration for the reafons given by Mr. Stone. 

Mr. 


^ 
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Mr, Brooke. — I am of opinion, that the motion I liave delivered in 
fhould be firft confidered, as well from the importance of the fubjeft, 
as becaufe what I have therein propofed is in obedience of the Com- 
pany's orders. * 

Sir Robert Fletcher. — I am of the fame opinion with Mr. Floyer. 

Mr* Stratton. — I am of opinion, Mr. Brooke's motion, fhould be firft 
cpnfiderecjj for the reafons given by Mr. Jourdap. 

Prefident — I am of opinion, the bufinefs of the investment fhould be 
firft confidered. 

Agreed by a majority of feven to four, that the motion delivered in 
by Mr. Brooke be firft taken into confideration. 

The Right Honourable the Prefident then delivers in the following 
minute : • * 

The Prefident obfcrvts to the Board, that the motion before them 
having been objefted to by two members of the Board, as refle&ing 
upon them, he cannot think the Gentleman from whom it came can 
ftill require fuch a morion to be put ; the more particularly, as it is im- 
pofiible for Meflieors Rufiell and Dalrymple, who have no local know- 
ledge in theCircars, to prepare themfclves in fo fhort a time for fuch a 
fervice. He muft further obferve, that Mr. Brooke, the Gentleman 
from whom this motion comes, fo lately as the a 9th of laft month, gave 
his negative to Mr.Lathom's appointment, that Gentleman having " Had 
" no opportunity of acquiring any knowledge in the bufinefs on which 
♦•*. the Committee is ordered." The Prefident confidering alfo, that the 
Board have given Mr. Floyer permiffion to remain at Mafulipatam^ till 
he has had time to make himfelf fome\vhat acquainted with the Circars, 

he, 
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he, the President, cannot conceive the motion propofed by Mr, Brooke, 
and feconded by Mr. Floyer, can be f upported on any ground, fince Mr. 
Ruflell and Mr. Dalrymple are at prefent as little acquainted with the 
Circars as Mr. La thorn or Mr. Floyer. 

The Prefident further obferves, that if the Committee of Revenue 
can be coniidered in any degree fimilar to the Committee of Circuit", 
Mr. Jourdan, who is one of that Committee, and has been in the Cir- 
cars, would have been the propereft perfon to have filled up the vacancy 
in the Committee of Circuit * and the majority of Council having ex- 
cufed him merely for his private convenience, cannot, with any decency, 
deny fomething to the convenience of 'Other members, who are acknow- 
ledged to be in no meafure backward in their duty. 

The Court of Directors having been pleafed to commit the infpeftion 
of the Jaghire to the Committee of Circuit, the Prefident thinks that 
charge cannot be transferred to the Committee of Revenue, as recom- 
mended by Mr. Jourdan. The Prefident is very well convinced of the 
neceffity of enquiring into the many abufes and opprefiions, and at the 
fame time he is not ignorant, that it would be very pleafing to the Na- 
bob to have that enquiry poftponed, or made by his friends. 

The Prefident makes no reply to the minute delivered in by Mr. 
Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, Mcffieurs Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jour- 
dan and Mackay, leaving the confideration of that to the Court of Di- 
rectors.; but he cannot avoid taking notice, that thofe feven members 
generally go together upon every queftion and compofe the majority ; 
minutes are prepared and agreed to, motions are framed and determined 
on, even before the purport of them is made known to him, the Prefi- 
dent, or the other members of the Council at large* The Prefident is 
fully perfuaded, that nothing he can urge will put a flop to thefe irregu- 
lar proceedings, but neverthelefs thinks it a duty incumbent on him, 
t 5 E thus 
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thus publickty to take notice of therfi, that the Court of Dift£h>rs majr 
fee, that their Prefident, inftead of meeting with fupport from the 
Council, appointed to aid and affift him, finds, when they are afiembied,. 
it is only to give fanftion to meafures hatched and matured by them in 
private, and to put a negative upon every meafurc propofed by him, the 
Prefident ► 

The Prefident confidering his ownr refponfibility, as well as that of 
fus office, confirmed by the Company's late difmiflion of his predeceflbr 
for the meafures of the Council thinks he is warranted, by the necek 
fity of eircumftances, to require, " That Mr. Ruffell fhall forthwith pro- 
ceed to Tanjore to quiet the mind of the Rajah," which is the more 
proper, as the majority of the Council have been pleafcd to refiife the 
Jlajah fo fmall a requeft, as to continue Lieutenant-Colonel Harper in the 
command of Tanjore,. and to declare that he, the Prefident, will not 
. aflent to Colonel Stuart's proceeding to Tanjore till Mr. Ruflell goes 
thither. 

The above minute being read ^ Mr. Dalrymple and Mr* Ruflell enter 
the following minutes :. 

Mr. Dal- ' fl* a H cvcr be ready, ft a minute's warning*, to go where the exigency. 

rympic'i f t h c f erv ice demands, but 1 cannot be induced to think an undertaking 

minute. . . ©» 

which will take feme year* to execute, can require a day y or even a month 
to be affixed for its commencement. I truft, therefore, I (hall ftand 
excufed to our Honourable Matters in faying, that I cannot be ready 
by the day propofed in Mr. Brooke's motion, to proceed on the Circuit 
of the Northern Circars, in which my reputation is fo much at flake, and 
on which I muft be fo long abfent •, and being convinced my Honourable 
Matters will not require more of me, as I am acquitted by the Board 
of every fufpieion of backwardnefs to execute that, or any other duty,. 
I fhall, without apprehenfion, ftand to the decifion of our Honourable 

Matters ; 
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Matters; and, although I cannot name a day when I (hall be ready, 
nobody will fufpeft me of idling away my time. 

I am in the fame predicament with Mr. Dalrymple, and having Mr ^ R u flyi> f 
befides difpatched part of my baggage to Tanjpre, in expe&ation of minute. . 
proceeding thithe* in confequence of my appointment as Refident, I 
muft beg leave to apprize the Board, that it will be impoffible for me. 
to fet out on the Circuit on the day fixed in the motion.. 

Mr. Nfackay then moves an amendment to the motion delivered in> 
by Mr. Brooke the ill inftant> by fixing the date of the Committee 9 ** 
departure to the 31ft, inftead of the 15th of this month. 

Mr. Ruffell thereupon defires it may be minuted, that he cannot 
poflibly get ready to proceed before the 1 ft of O&ober ; and the Pre-- 
fident expreffes his hope, that the Board will fee the neceflity, where* 
the Company's affairs do not require the immediate departure of the 
Committee, that a member ihould make it convenient to his own. 
affairs. 

The queftion on the amendment propofed in Mr. Brooke's motion t 
is then put* 

Mr. Mackay. — I am for. the amendment. . 

Mr. Jourdan for the amendment.. 

Mr. Palmer for the amendment. 

Mr. Stone.— I am againft the amendment ; and I am very forry to . 
fee any day fixt for the departure of a member of this Bbard, as I 
have not the leaft reafon to fufpeft that he will make any unneceflary 
delay, knowing the defire of the Board that he Ihould proceed with . 
all expedition* . 
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•Mr. Floyer. — I am for the amendment, and have no other reafon 
for giving this as my opinion, than that I deem the time of departure 
therein mentioned more confiftent with the orders of the Court of 
Dire&ors. 

Mr. Dalrymple.— I am againft the amendment propofed by Mr. 
Mackay, becaufe I think the Board ought to conform to Mr. RufleU's 
cpnvenience as far as to allow him till the ift of Oftober ; and I doubt 
not, before that period, the other members may be enabled to give our 
Honourable Mafters a general idea of the ftate of the Jaghire from 
this our own knowledge and obfervation. 

Mr. Ruflell againft the amendment. 

Mr. Brooke for the amendment. 

Sir Robert Fletcher for the amendment. 

Mr. Stratton for the amendment. 

Trcfident againft the amendment, as lie Is of opinion the Committee 
Ihould not proceed at all until he thinks proper. 

Carried for the amendment by a majority of 7 to 4. 

Mr. Brooke's motion is then read with the propofed amendment, 
and the queftion being put thereupon, 

Mr. Mackay for the queftion. 

Mr. Jourdan for the queftion. , 

Mr. Palmer for the queftion. 
Mr. Stone againft the queftion. • 

»Mr. Floyer for the queftion. , 

Mr. Dalrymple againft the queftion, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ruflell againft the queftion. 

• Mr. Brooke for the queftion. 
Sir Robert Fletcher for the queftion. 
Mr. Stratton for the queftion. 
Prefident againft the queftion. 

Carried for the queftion by a majority of 7 to 4. 

Refolved, That the members of the Committee prefent be furnifhed 
as foon as poffible with a copy of the orders of the Company touching 
the Circuit for their guidance. 

The Right Honourable the Prefident's motions entered in laft con- 
futation are then read as follows : 

* » 

1. " That the Board will come to the refolution of calling up 
. Meflieurs Smith and Johnfon to take their feats at the Board." 

2. cc That the Commander of the Company's fhip Revenge be 
direfted to proceed to the northward to bring up Meflieurs Smith 
and Johnfon." 

3. c< That if upon enquiry it fhall appear that the notturnal vifits, 
mentioned by Mr. Ruflell in his letter to be made by the Nabob's 
Sons, be to the members of this Council, fuch members be fufpended 
from the Company's fervice until their pleafure be known." 

The queftion upon the firft' motion heing put, 

Mr. Mackay. I am againft the queftion, becaufe I think the fend* 

ing for the Chiefs of Ganjam and Vizagapatam will be prejudicial to 

v t 5 F the 
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the Company's affairs, particularly as Mr, Johnfoh is a member of* 

the Committee of Circuit.. 

GEO. MACKA YV. 

Mr. Jourdan againft the queftk>n. 

Mr. Palmer againft the queftion* 

Mr. Stone for the queftion* 

Mr. Floyer.— Wheft the Honoumbfe Court dfttfi*&ors grafted a. 
new commiflion of government to the Right Honourable Lord Pigot 
and the other members of their Council at this Prefldehcy, as is- 
ufual upon their confirmation t>r nomination of a new Prefident and 
Governor, they thought proper to include therein fcvery member 
who they were advifed had fucceeded to the feats vacated by fome- 

of the gcndemea *rho had returned to Eiirope y fo that by tte intro- 
duftion of Mr. RufleU, Mr. Dalrymple, and myfelf into Council 
upoa this eftablilhment, the number of the Council at that time 
amounted to 19 members (of which number Mr. Hay^Mr. Stracey*. 
and Mr. Cotsford were in Europe) including the Prefident and the 
Commander in Chief; but they were pleafed particularly to direft*, 
that no future vacancies in the Council ftiould be filled up until it 
was reduced to the number of twelve. Four of this number are eon- 
ftant refident Chiefs at the lubordinate factories. Hence it is evident 
to me, that the number of the Board ultimately intended to govern 
the Company 's affairs on thisCoaft ate-eight* including th*C6mm*nd- 
er in Chifcf, whofe refidence at Fort Su, George « precarious and 
uncertain. 

We have till very lately beea twelve members of the Bftatd* tfftd. 
are now a&ually eleven in number -, notwithftanding which the Pre- 
fident moves that Mr. Smith and Mr. Johnfon be called up from the 
ftortheta fettleaients to take their feats at the Board, 
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To the motion I objcft for the fallowing reafons r 

i ft, Becaufe the Board is compofed of more members than our 
Mafters intended it fhould hereafter be compofed of for the govern- 
ment of their affairs. 

2dly, Becaufe I think the delay which muft neceffarily be occafion- 
ed by the coming up of thofe Chiefs from fettlements fo very diftant 
from the Prefidency will be attended with prejudice to the affairs of 
the Company,, and be inconfiftent with their pofitive commands rela- 
tive to the Committee of Circuit* 

3dly, Becaufe Mr. Johnfon is one of the members of the Committeer 
of Circuit nominated by the Honourable Court of Directors. 

And 4thly, Becaufe the Board have this day come to the refblution^ 
that a part of- the Committee fhall fet out on the 31ft inftant for the 
Circar of Chicacole, which is under the direction of Mr. Johnfon and ^ 
!iis Council at Vizagapatam*. 

CHARLES F.LOYER. 

Mr. Dalrymple. — The Prefident thinking the prefent fituation of 
affairs requires the attendance of a full Board, I gi\ne my aflcnt to 
his motion, becaufe it feems proper for our Honourable Mafters ta 
know if the alhial majority of the whole Board do, or do not concur 
inopinioa with the Prefident on the political concerns of the Com- 
pany on this Coaft«~ 

Mr. Rufiell for the qucftion,. for the reafons urged by Mr, Dal~ 
lympje. 

Mr, Brooke. lam againft the queftion, becaufe I think Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Johnfon are better employed for the intereft of our Mafters in. 

their 


/ 
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iheir refpe&ive ftations than they would be at the Prefidency, where 
there are already members fufficient. 

Sir Robert Fletcher: — I fhouldbe glad to fee Meflieurs Smith and 
Johnfon here at this time ; but I am obliged to be againft the mo- 
tion, becaufe I think it is contrary to the refolution of the Board ref- 
pedtihg the Committee of Circuit ; contrary to the Company's orders 
refpetting the eftablifhed numbers of the Council at the Prefidency ; 
and contrary to the exprefs words of the Commiflion of Government, 
as it refpe&s the Chiefs of Subordinates. 

Mr. Stratton againft the queftion, for the reafoms urged by Mr. 
Ployer. 

Prefident for the queftion. 

The queftion being carried againft the firft motion by a majority 
of 7 to 4, it becomes unneceflary to put any queftion upon the fecond 
motion* 

The third motion being read and the queftion put upon it -, 

Mr. Mackay.— I am againft the queftion, becaufe I think it is con- 
trary to every principle of juftice, as well as to the eftablifhed rules of 
the fervice, that we fhould make an ait qf Government to punifh any 
fervants of the Company, before an accufation is brought againft them, 
or even before it is known that they have committed any offence. 

If this motion is carried in the affirmative, any member of the Board, 
who may have been vifited by either of the Nabob's Sons after it is dark, 
is liable to be fufpended from the Company's fervice, though it fhould 
appear on examination, that the vifit was not made with the know- 
ledge or confent of fuch Member j and notwithstanding the refolution 

Of 
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of the Council, not to vifift the Nabob or his Sons, has been refcindtd 

by* a great majority of the Board* 

GEO.- MACKAY. 

Mr* Jourdan. — The. majority of the Board having determined that 

the refolution of Councils prohibiting the Members from vifiting 

the Nabob, s&c. is legally, if not formally, refcinded; I know of no. 

offence in vifiting or receiving vifits from the Nabob or his Sons, and 

of courfe cannot confent to the motion* But I cannot help adding;. , 

that to pais the motion as it (lands, , would be incontinent with- my 

ideas of ju ft ice, as it-would be condemning aman witbout giving hinx 

an opportunity of defending himfelf, nay even before a charge be laid < 

againft him. . 

ERANCIS JOURDAN.. 

Mr. Palmer.— I am againft the queftibn for : the reafons given by/ 
Mr. Mackayr 

M^ Stone. — I think the motion rather premature, and am there* - 
fore againft the que ft ion. . 

Mr. Floyer; — Whenever a charge is- given, and particularly im for* 
general a manner as this feems to have been done by Mr. Ruflell, I . 
conceive the only proper and regular . manner of procedure is, ,to c^li ; 
upon Mr. Ruflell to explain fuch charge^.in order to obtain. the necef- 
fary proofs, and upon the obtain rue nt of procfof any delinquency, the 
Board, in my opinion, fliould then, and not before, proceed to pais * 
fuch cenfure upon the delinquents as they may deem themfelves legal- 
ly authorized to inflift. . I therefore think this motion. of the Prefident 
premature, and am againft its being made until a charge of delinquen- 
cy is brought and proved,' not only againft any Members of this Board, , 
but againft any other perfons refiding under the Br itifh Government. 

CHARLES F.LOYER.. 
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TMr. DalrympleJ-rl am for the queftion, as I confider the prohibi- 
tion againft vifits from the Nabob Qt his Sons ftill in force* Jf fuch 
vifits are confidered as criminal, they merit fufpenfiom 

Mr. Ruflell. — I look upon the refolution prohibiting vifits or inter- 
courfe of any kind with the Nabob or his Sons ftill in force, and any 
Member that has infringed it deferves fufpenfion upon being regular- 
ly convi&ed. J am therefore for the queftion. 

Mr. Brooke,— I am againft the queftion for the reafons affigned by 
.Mr. Mackay, 

Sir Robert Fletcher. — I fubferibed to the opinion given by Mr. Jour- 
(dan, and am therefore againft the queftion. 

Mr. Stratton.— Againft the queftion for the.reafons given by Mr* 
;Mackay. 

Prefidcnt.— <For the queftion. 

Carried againft the queftion by a majority of eight to three. . 

It being late in the day, and fome of the Members propofing to ad- 
journ, the Right Honourable the Prefident obferves* -that if any Gen- 
tlemen are to rife from the table not fatisfied that Mr. Ruflell can 
clearly maintain what he has aflerted, he obje£t$ to the Council's 
breaking up at this time, and is for going into that -enquiry imme- 
diately, 

Mr. Floyer agrees to the Prefidenfs defire of having the fubje& 
<©f Mr. RufieU's letter difcufled at prefeut, and the majority of the 
Board being of that opinion, Mr. Ruffell's letter dated the ad inftant 
.And entered in laft Confutation is read 

2. Mr* 




I 4»J ) 

Mr. RufleH is then defired to acquaint the Board where he obtain - 
*ed the information, relative to Mr* Dawfbn's having had large ofier* 

made him for the purpofe mentioned in that letter* 

» 

Mr. Ruflell replies, t|>at jrhat relates to Mr. Dawfoft he had from 
fhimfelf ; which he mention* to his credit. 

Mr. Dalrympte likewife obferves, that what relates to Mr. Dawfon 
he heard from him. 

Mr. FJoyer upon this occasion folemnly declares, that this is the 
firft time he ever heard of this matter, except from that paflage of 
Mr» Ruffeirs letter to the Board read the other day. 

The Right Honourable the Prefident then obferves, that the other 
paffage in Mr. RufleFs letter, refpe&ing noftumal vijiis 9 proceeds from 

intelligence which that Gentleman received from himfelf -, but that 
having failed in his application to the Board to make the punifhment 
rertaio, he fhall keep the names of the offenders concealed until an- 
other opportunity, 

Mr. Floyer gives it as his opinion, that the Prefident fhould be 
now requefted Co explain to the Board what he means by nofturnal 
vifits i and further defired to favour the Board with the names of any 
of its Members who he thinks have committed any offence. 

With refpe<5t to the nofturnal vifits, the Prefident efteems all vifits 
made after fun-fet to be nofturnal vifits ; and when he fhall fee an 
opportunity which fuits well with the intereft of the Company, and 
he is well perfuaded he can bring the punifhment home, he will pro* 
duce offenders> and not till then. 

The 
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The Board then adjourn until Thursday next, to take into confide— 
ration the bufinefs o£ the inveftment, at. the Prefidency and at .In* 
geram. 

Pigot v 

Geo. Stratton 

Rob. Fletcher- 

Henry Brooke.: 

Cited RuflelL 

Charles Floycr 

Archdak Palmer 

Francis Jourd&n . 
Geo.. Mackay* , 


A'T 
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Fort St. Gecrge, 9 Auguft. 1776. 


AT A CONSULTATION. 


PRESENT, 


The Right Honorable Lord Pigot, Prefident. 


George Stratton, 
Claud Ruflell,. 
Charles Floyer, 
Arch dale Palmer,. 


Henry Brooke, 
Alexander Dalrymple, 
John Maxwell Stone, 
Francis Jourdan,, 


George Mackay^ 

TNE Honorable Company's Ship- Revenge being under difpatch for 
the Northern fettlemcnts, conformable to what he mentioned in conful- 
tation the 9th inftant, the Prefident lays before the Board, the draught 
of a letter to Mafelipatasn, that -Mr. Floyer may proceed thither r if it 
be convenient to him. 


^ 


1 


Revenue 
Department* 


Friday 9th 


* 

To Cbarle* Fl*fer 9 Efq;- Chief, &c. and Council at Mafulipat&m* 

GENTLEMEN, 

THE Court of Directors having been pleafed to nominate Mr. Floyer 
to the Chieffhip of Mafulpatam, next after MnWhitehill, and the fame 
Being vacant by the refignation of that gentleman,. Mr« Floyer proceeds 
accordingly to take charge of that fettlement. 


Draught of a 
let tec to Ma* 
fulipataro. 


5H 


A» 


r 
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As complaints have arifen from the fervants of the Company 
becoming fccurity for the payment of the Kifts due to the Com 
pany* and the influence they have had, and authority exerted in the 
country having been injurious in the greateft degree to the natives, who 
had prior alignments on the country, for monies fupplied the different 
Zemindars for payment of their Kifts, &c. We diredt that in time to 
come, no fervant of the Company ftiall, on any account whatever, di- 
reftly^ or indirectly, lend money to the Country Powers, or be in any 
refpcdt whatever concerned in the colleftion of the revenues, 

Lauldofs the Soucar, acquaints our Prefident, that he has a demand 
upon the country of Opparow Zemindar, but this Soucar having been 
interrupted in colleding his debts, we recommend to your attention 
his particular cafe, and diredt that you give him all proper aid and 
affiftance ; as alfo in recovering his debts of the Zemindar, Vaforiddy, 
and the Pettaporam Zemindar, although this laft was during the 'Moor- 
ish government 

The complaints mbde by the Nabob to our Honorable ' Matters 
(hall be removed by the land's being let out in future, either by the 
Committee of circuit or the Prefident and Council here, and of 
this you will make public Proclamation, that propofals will be re- 
ceived until the firft of March next, for the renting of thaf part 
of the Circars under your management, after the prefirnt term expires. 
Thefe propofals muft be for one year only j for although we are fatisfied 
larger offers might be expe&ed, were we to grant a longer leafe, the 
Court of Directors would doubtlefs difap prove our fo doing, before the 
Committee of Circuit had fame enquiry into that part of their efiate. 

Read the following letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigo*, dated 5th 
Auguft 1776. 

. i , I l*ave 
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I have received your letter, dtted the 23d of July, and now reply Letter , frc ! w 

■ , ' , , \ c-r- r the Nabob. 

to it in part ; you write, that the term of the rent or Tnpafore, &c. 
" diftri&s is nearly expired, and defire me to inform you whether I wiih 
" to rent them for another year,." I need not mention how regularly I 
have hitherto paid the annual rents notwithftanding the troubles, failure 
of rains, and co&fiderable lofles I have fiaffercd in the paft years* 
This I doubt not will meet with the Company's approbation; if they 
will do me the favor in future to take my fecurity in the fame manner 
as before fot the Jaghire diftricts, it will be a* kindnefs, and will 
alfo be advantageous to the Company, In my lettfcr of the 16th 
July, I wrote to you concerning the tenants of thofe diftrids, and 
in reply thereto, you have not written explicitly* I have therefore 
lent enclofed, a draught for a Company's order, regarding the 
Jaghire tenants; do me the favor to fend me one agreeably to that 
form, as it will be ufeful to the Company's affairs. After writing the 
above, your letter was brought me of the 5th Auguft ; as it relates to 
the bufinefs above mentioned, writing an anfwer would be repetition* 
What can I fay more ? 

Draught for an Order from the Company. 

m 

IN like manner as the Company's Deputies, that h to fay, the former 
Governors, determined that the Managers of the Company's Jaghire 
diftrids ihould allow the tenants their ufual lhafe of produce and other 
cuftoms, conformably to the pradice held in the time of Saadut UUa 
Cawn, and that the tenants receiving the fame, ihould exert them- 
felves to increafe the cultivation and population of the faid diftrifts ; fo 
alio, an order is now iflhed, that the Managers of the faid di ft rids, do 
according to the pra&ice held in the time *o£ Saadut Ulla Cawn r allow 
the Ryots or tenants their ufual fiiare, together with the Inauns, Sho 
' trums, See. for which they have Sunnuds from the Soubadar ; that the 
tenants do receive their ufual ihara, according to the pradice in time 
*f Saadut Ulla Cawn, together with the fnaunt Shotrums, &c. for 

which 
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which they have Sunnuds from the Soubadars, and that they do exert 
thcmfelves to increafe the cultivation and population of the Company's 
Jaghire Diftri&s aforefaid, in cafe of their a&ing contrary to this order* 
they ihall not have prote&on. 

The Right Honorable the President lays before the Board the draught 
of a letter in anfwer to the above ; and the form of a Cowk, which he 

recommends to be fent to the Nabob.. 

» 

m 

To the Nabob 

In the letter your Highnefi has dohe me the honor to write,, you are 
pleafed to offer your Highnefs's fecurity for the Trepaflbre, &c. diftridts,, 
in the fame, manner as before, without taking notice of the new ftipula- 
tions cxpreffed in my letter of the 23d July; I muft again therefore de- 
fire a direct reply, whether you wifh that the faid diftridts lhall be let- 
on your fecurity for another year* on the conditions fpecifiei in the 
accompanying Cowle* and Guntoor VencatacheJlum being dead, the 
name is left blank for your Highnefc to fittup- 

The Prefident takes notice, that a comparifon haviag been made be- 
tween the pfefent Cowle and thofe giranted in former times, many ne- 
ceffary things appear to him to have been omitted in the prefent form; 
he therefore propofes, that the following Cowle fliould be fent to the 
Nabobs to fatisfy him in the particular conditions on which the Council 
proyofe to offer him the Trepaflbre,, &c diftri&s at rent. 

THIS INDENTURE* made this.- — day of Auguft,,in.the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and feventy-fix, and in the 
fixteenthyear.of riiereignof our Sovereign,. Lord George the Third, by the 
Gjace of God, King of Great Britain,. France and Ireland, Defender of thcr 
Faith, &c, Between the Right Honorable Lord Pigot Prefident and Go- 
vernor, &c. Council . of Fort St. George, on the coaft of Choromamfel,: 


« 

• 
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-on behalf of the Honourable United Company of Merchants trading 
to the Eaft Indies, on the one part, and 

on the other part witnefleth, that the faid Prefident and Council, for 
divers caufes, and good reafons them thereunto moving, have demifed, 
granted, and to farm letten, and do by thefe prefents demife, grant, and 
to farm let, unto the faid his heirs, execu- 

tors adminiftrators or affigns, all the grounds, houfes, towns, and gar- 
dens, juncan places, and pollygars, villages belonging to the faid Com* 
pany within the diftrifts of Trepaffore, feven Magans, Conjeveram, Tri- 
chiconum, Chingleput, Jagueer, and t Wodarapet, Munnamungatum, 
Carangoly, Cavantandelum, Autremalor, and Salivauk, Covelony, and 
the rents and revenues thereof, to have and to hold the. faid demifed 
premifes-, and every part and parcel thereof, unto the faid 

his heirs, executors, adminiftrators and affigns, unto the full 
end and expiration of one year, to be accounted from the i ft inftant, and 
ending the laft day of July, one thoufand feven hundred and feventy- 
feven ; he yielding and paying to the faid Prefident and Council the 
yearly rent or fum of three hundred and twenty-four thoufand (324000 
Pagodas) in manner following, that is to fay, 

On the 31ft day of January — 1 oo,coo 

On the 30th June ■ 1,24,000 

On the 30th September — * 100,000 

Making together 324,000 

And if it lhall happen, that the aforefaid payments (hall not be made 
within the fpace of two months after the fame are due, being law- 
fully demanded, that then the faid his heirs^ 
executors, adminiftrators, or affigns, lhall forfeit and pay unto the faid 
Prefident and Council for the ufe of the Company 
aforefaid. 
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It is alio further covenanted and agreed by and between the partie* 
to thefe prefents ; that the faid his heirs, executors,, 

or affigns, lhall not receive, or caufe to be received, the produce of 
fuch villages- as have beei* appointed as JaghiFes* or granted as Inaums,, 
choutrums, or charitable gifts. 

« 

It is alfo further agreed, that the faid his heirs^ 

Executors, adminiftrators or affigns, ihall not receive, or caufe to be re- 
lieved more, or in any kind or degree whatfoever, for the rates of the 
Juncans then was collected in the time of Nabob Suadet Ulla Cawn; 
and it is agreed that the (hares or proportions of the corps to be 
allowed to the cultivators and inhabitants, ihall be the fame as were 
aHowed in the time of that Nabob ; and if the (aid 
iiis heirs, executors, adminiftrators or affigns, lhall ad: any thing con- 
trary to the true intent and meaning of thefe premifes,. he or they flialf 
be fubjeft to fuck fine as the faid Erefident and Council (halt 
adjudge* 

It i? further agreed,, that for all perfons* that may comer to inhabit 
within the limits* of the demifed premifes,. the faid 
his heirs, &c. ihall no ways moleft or hinder thenv but ihall allow 
them fuch ground to build on as the Prcfident and Council ihall think 
fit; and further, 

That the faid his heirs, &c, fhall not exercife 

any judicial authority ovet any of the faid Company's inhabitants* either 
by confinement, infli&ing corporal puniihment, or extorting from them 
any of their . goods and chattels ; but if there be any juft caufe of com* 
plaint, he ihall make application, for juftice to the Prefident and Coun- 
cil, aforefaid. 

And it is further agreed, that the faid Prefident and Council ihall 
make a reafonable and equitable allowance for alL lofles the faid 

may 
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may fuftain by means of the Marattas, or other enemies ; : 
but the faid is to keep at all times, at his own charge, 

a proper Sibendy to prcfcrve peace and good order. And it is alfo fur- 
ther agreed, that the trees in the faid diftrifts fhall not be deftroyed. 
or damaged, or the fheep or cattle of the inhabitants taken under any 
pretence; and whereas it has been rcfolved, by the faid Prefideftt and 
Council, that the Company's weavers fhall not pay any taxes, or be li- 
able to perfonal fcrvice, a deduftion of pagodas fhall be made out of 
the laft kift of die faid rent upon that; account.. 

And it ii alfo agreed,, that the faid fhall repair all. 

the Tanks and Water-courfes in the faid diftri&s, without any deduer 
tion from the rents, ia fuch manner, that they fliall be delivered up at 
the expiration of this leafe in fuch condition as fhall be approved by 
the Committee of Circuit, and* that the money collected for fuch public 
purpofes fhall be duly applied. 

And it is alio agreed, that the faid his heirs, &c. 

fhall not make any mortages of the lands now put under his charge or 
any part of them, or their produce, as fuch mortgages fhould they be* 
made, will be confidercd as invalid. 

Arid it is hereby further agreed, that the Committee appointed by 
the Honorable Court of Direftors to make the circuit of the diflrifts now 
lef to farm, fhall have full liberty to explore the faid diftri£ts, and to. 
afcertain the real produce and revenues thereof,, the number of inhabi- 
tants, .the ftate of the manufactures, the grofs amount of revenues,; arti- 
cles from which they arife, the mode by which they are collected, the 
charges of colleftion, the fpecific proportions ufually referved by the 
Government, and that which cuftom or ufage has allotted to the culti- 
vator as the reward of his labour ; to enquire alfo what, fecurity the 
Mtivt has for his property. And it being the earned defire of the faid; 
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Company to free the inhabitants, as far as may be in their power, 
from undue exadtions and oppreffions ; all farmers who fhall exalt more 
than their due proportion from their under tenants, fhall forfeit their farms. 

Laftly, it is agreed as aforefaid, that if at any .time a difagreement 
ihould arife> concerning any of the beforementioned articles, or concern*- 
ing any matter or thing that may hereafter be difputable, and not 
herein provided for ; in fuch cafe, it fhall be left to the determination 
of the Prefident and Council. In witnefs whereof, the laid Prefident 
and Council have fet their hands, and caufed the faid Company's feal 
to be affixed to one part of this Indenture, and the faid 
to the other part, hath fet his hand and feal the day and year, firft above 
written. 

Witnefs. 

Mr. Mackay, Some of the members objecting to s the above cowle being 

' fent, the Prefident takes the opinion of the Board upon the fubjefl, as 

follows. As the jaghire for fome years paft,has been let to theNabob only by 

letter from year to year, I am Tor his having it the enfuing year in 'the 
fame manner ; adding what the Company fay in their orders by the 
Grenville, that the Committe of circuit lhall !>e at liberty to explore the 
country, and to afcertain the real produce and revenues thereof* I am 
befides, againft the cowle now jpropofed by the Prefident, becaufe the 
terms of it differ from .the letter written to the Nabob the 23d July, 
wherein he is told the conditions on which he is to have the Jaghire. 

OEqjlGE MACKAY. 

Mr. Jeurdan. I do not approve of the cowle, or of that part of the 
letter relating thereto. It appears that the Nabob has never had a 
cowle; but that the Inaum lands have been continued from to tinae;. 
under his management by letter, he not having been confidered in the 
fame light as any other renter, and a letter having been written on the 
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z$d July, to which the anfwer of the*Nabob is iafufficient, I think, that 
the Nabob fhould be required to -anfwer the fame particularly, and that 
if he confent, his anfwer fhallbe received as an agreement. After the 
letter of the 23d wit. to require frefti conditions muft appear extra- 
ordinary* 

FRANCIS JOURDAN. 

Mr. Palmer ftibfcribes td Mi\ jourdan's opinion. 

Mr. Stone.— Although . the Nabob has for fome years paft had the 
management of the Trepaflbre, &c. diftridte without a cowle, yet as the 
Court of Diredtors have thought proper that we require from him 
particular flipulations with regard to thefe lands, I think that a 
cowle is neceflary, and therefore approve of what is propofed by the 
Prefident. 

Mr. Floyer. — I Qtfncur in opinion with Mr. Jourdan, being induced 
to think a cowle unnecefiary to be now tendered to the Nabob, as upon re* 
ference to the proceedings there does not appear to have been a cowle ex- 
ecuted by any perfon nominated by the Nabob fince the Year 1765, 
which was on a leafe for three years. 

CHARLES FLOYER. 

# Mr, Dalrymple. — I approve the letter and cowle recommended by the 
Prefident, if the Jaghire is to be let for another year to the Nabob, ei- 
ther as principal or fecurity ; but I agree with the Board (Vide Confult, 
Auguft 4, 1775) that the Nabob's having any thing to do with it is very 
prejudicial to the Company's intereft ; and our Honorable Mafters having 
been pleafed to exprefs their wifli to keep the Jaghire in their immediate 
pofleffion, removes the only reafon for which the Board were then in- 
duced to let thefe diftridts be continued under the Nabob- I gave my 
confcnt to his having it for one year more, in confidcration that the Com- 
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pany have exprefcly ordered it to be a condition in the agreement to be 
concluded with him, that it fliould be open to the infpe&ion of the 
Committee of Circuit ; arid I thought the proper enquiry into the value 
and ftate of the Jaghire, as well as into the m6ft convenient method of 
managing it, might be determined in the fucceeding year, with lefs rift 
to the Company than if immediately taken into their own management ; 
and T alfo conffdered, that the minute enquiry neceffary to attain a per- 
fedfc knowledge of it would appear to the inhabitants^ whilft the Nabob 
had the management, only as the meafures of the Company's govern- 
ment to relieve them from oppreffion i but if it were done under the 
Company's immediate government,, it might give an alarm to their ap- 
prehenlions : but the late refolution of the Council, concerning the Com- 
mittee of Circuit, renders, all thefe objeds abortive. 


I think it abfblutely neceflary to define what lhall be confidered as 
repair to the Tanks; for it is faid, Confult. July 20, 1764, " As 
u - the Tanks in. the feveral countries, are much in want of repair," 
Agreed, each, bidder be required to fignify the meafares-.hepropofes to 
take for repairing them. I am informed the feveral propofals imported;, 
that a very large fasn, it is faid 50 or 60,000 Pagodas was to be laid out 
in repairing the Tanks. Vencatachillum, in his cowle, engages Go re*- 
pai& the Tanks without any deduction of rent : no fum is fpecified, but 
I am told it was underftood to be to the fame amount as the other propo- 
sals ; however, nothing of this kind has been done ta the Tanks, during 
the whole period that the Nabob ha* had the Jaghire under his manage* 
ment, which I v am aflured are in a worfe ftate now than in 1764,^1^0^ 
the annual. taxes collected for repairs of Tank* in the feveral. diftrids 
amount to a very confiderable fum^ which has been otherwise applied* 
In the Eoonamalee Country alone the taxes on this account amount to 
£,500 Pagodas, , which in* the twelve years, fince 1764^ is 30,000 Pa-i 
gpdas.. 
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I do not think it can be faid there are new conditions in this cowle, as 
the fine for non-payment of rent before the expiration of two months 
after due, is agreeable to the oldcowles, which have been altered without 
any authority that I can find, and the prefent form oFcowles has been 
reprefented by the Committee of Revenues as very imperfedt : if this 
can be called, a new condition, it is a condition more favourable to the 
Nabob, : as in the cowle granted to Vencatachillum it is ftipulated, that 
if payment is not made itrten days, after due, the cowle fliall be forfeited ; < 
and in thatnow propofed' the Nabob is alfowed*two months. 

Mr. Ruflell. — Whenever Lands are let I think a cowle neceffary, belt 
the Nabob or any other perfon that rents them. The draught now be- 
fore the Board I approve, as well as the letter propofed to accompany it* . 

Mr. Brooke fubforibes to the opinion of Mr. Mackay. 

Mr..Stratton.i— ©n reference to the records read at the Board it ap- 
pears,- that the firft cowle for the Jaghire was granted to Guntoor Venca- 
tachillum, . in 1765 for three years, and that fince that time no cowle 
whatevcrhas been entered'into by the Nabob, or any other perfon in his 
name ; but a letter was* wrote to the Nabob when fuch term expired, ac- 
quainting him that the Board confented he fliould continue to have the 
management- of the revenue of the Trepafore, Poonamalee, . &c. diftrids, viddConf 
expreffing the time- on the fame terms- as they hfcve teen** held by the Na- 4 Aug. 17751 
bob for forae years paft; It is my opinion, that the fame mode ftiould now 
be obferved,-by a letter being wrote toaflehim, whether he is willing to 
take the Trepafore,. &c. diftridts, on the terms mentioned in the Prefi- 
dent's letter, . dated July 23, which' if he complies with, I think* his 
anfwer ftiould be looked upon as an agreement (as heretofore) that he will 
comply therewith, without 'his executing the propofed cowle, which con- 
tains new matter from that entered into in 1765, or the letter wrote to 
him the 23d of July laft.-. 
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Prefident.— Of opinion that the letter and cowle fhould he fent. 

The- majority of the Board being of opinion that the cowle propofed by 
the Prefident Ihould not be. fent to the Nabob, the following draught of a 
letter is now prepared in anfwer to that received from him* and entered, in 
the foregoing part of thefe minutes. 

$0 the Nabob, 

IN the letter your Highnefs has done me the honor to write me, dated 
the 5th inft. you are pleafed to fay, that if in future I will take your fe- 
curity, in the fame manner as before, for the Trepaflbre, &c. diitri&s, 
it will be a kindnefs, and will alfo he advantageous to the Company. As 
in the above letter your Highnefs takes no notice of the new ftipulations, 
expreflcd in my letter of the 23d of July, I muft defire a direct reply, 
whether you wifh that the faid diftri&s lhall. be continued under your 
Highnefs's management for another year, on the conditions mentioned in 
the above letter of the 23d of July ? I think it neceffary here to fet forth 
the Company's orders more particularly, with refpeft to the faid diftri&s, 
in order to explain what the Company are pleafed to diredfc lhall be an ex- 
prefs condition, in the agreement made with your Highnefs for continuing 
the faid diftri&s under your management for another year. 

That the Committee of Circuit be at full liberty to explore the country* 
and to afecrtain the real produce and revenues thereof, the number of in- 
habitants, the ftate of the manufactures, the grofs amount of revenues, 
articles from which they arife, the mode by which they are collected, the 
charges of collection, the fpecifick proportion ufually received by the go- 
vernment, and that which cuftom or ufage has allotted to the cultivator as 
the reward of his labour ; to enquire what fecurity the native has for his 
property ; to deliver the inhabitants, fo far as may be in their power, from 
undue exactions and oppreffions ; that the produce to be received by the 
farmers of every denomination be afcertaincd and exactly defined j and 
that all farmers who lhall exaCt more than their due proportion from their 
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tmder tenants fhall forfeit their farms, and that efpecial care be taken that 
the means of redrefs, m cafe of impofition or oppreffion, be rendered as 
eafy as poflible, 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 
Fort St. George, 
Auguft 9, 1776. P I G O T. 


The following minute delivered in by Mr* Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Meflrs. Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan and Mackay, is now read : 

Minutes of this kind cannot be written at the Board ; if they could, when Minute of 
divifions run as they have done, and when fuch dodtrines have been held c aj0ilty * 
forth as we have heard, difcuffions at the Board would have brought on 
perfonalities which might have involved the Company's affairs in more dif- 
ficulties than they now are* 

We cannot but oblerve, that the Prefident hath given us numberlefs 
inftances of plans prepared in the Cabinet and hurried through the Board, 
fuch as the letter per Ankerwy ke, which ought to have been the effect of 
deliberation. The motions, for the Prefident going to Tanjour, his pow- 
ers, his diary, his motion for fending th« Nabob to Arcot, the Chief 
and Council for Tanjour, &c. and we may alfo fay, every motion he has 
oppofed, has been delayed for consideration from day to day ; and fince 
the Prefident hath faid the majority put a negative on every meafure he 
recommends, we take this opportunity of alluring him, that whenever 
he fhall propofe meafures to the Board, which we in our continences can 
approve, he fliall meet with all our fiipport ; and whether, in our duty to 
the publick, we could or could not fupport the meafures we have oppofed, 
the Court of Directors will be able to determine* 

We have fo often heard from the Prefident and Mr. Dafrymple of the" 
Council being appointed to afiift the Prefident, that we are not furprized 
to hear the Prefident fpeak of his particular refponftbility. We will, to 
ihew the futility of this opinion, infert the following (landing order, al- 
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though the very conftitution of the Company is Co clear as to render it 
quite unnecefiary to any one who does not wilfully refute conviction* 
The requifition of the Prefident, that Mr, Ruflell lhall proceed to Tan-* 
jour, and hi* refijfal of aflent to Col* Stuart's going to Tanjour until Mr. 
Ruflell goes thither, are equally extraordinary > and equally inadmiflible. 

Standing orders from England, January 3, 1678, Par. 54. 

" WHATEVER fliatt be agreed on by the majority, {hall be efteemed 
" the order by which each one h to a6r ;. and accordingly every individual 
" perfori, even the difienters themfelves> are to perform their parts in the 
" profecution thereof, and in- fa doing they do their duty, and nsift not 
u be blamed for the event*** 

9 th March j 1702, Paragraph 2, of the tnftrnSion* to Mr. Pitt, &t* 

WE do ftridtly enjoin, t&at all our afilurebe tranfa&ed vd Council, and 
ordered arid managed as the majority of the Council (hall determine,, and 
not otherwise upon any pretence whatever, &c» &c» 

When Lord Pigot came to Council on the* Auguft, we untier*- 

flood, that on the evening. he fumraoned the Council on a different bufifcefs- 
from that on which they had adjourned; he knew not that Meflrs. Ruflell 
and Dairy mple intended to write the letters* which are before the board. On 
the confutation of Monday*, he has recorded,, that he gave Mr- Ruflell 
the information touching the nrfturnal vijttj, which Mr. Ruflell has in- 
troduced into his letter, and on which he has founded that extraordinary 
motion he recorded on Confutation, as the third he intended to make; 
let thefe circumftances fpcafc for. themfelves. 

Before we enter farther into the fitbjeft of tht motions, it may not be 
unneceflary to make fome observation touching the alarms of which the 
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Rajah's niind ought to" be quieted. We have in the Military bepa^iiient 
given an opinion, that no fuch alarms exiftj but that if the. Rajah has 
alarms; the Prfefident ought to have explained theta to the BOafd; that 
proper remedy might be ajfrpliecL We know hot of aniy ; but we cannot 
help fayirfg, that if any could exift, they rtidft iikelj have fprung from 
the delay of communication 6f the fefolution of the Board of the 14th 
June; as fuch delay may cafry with it art air of miftery, and might 
raife ftrfpitions \ but even in this cafe, the blame would fall on the 
Prefident,*who Ought; wh'eft at Tanjore, to have informed the RajaTi, 
there were demands of Tu nkedar's, Mortgages, &c* atid that he could no« 
of himfelf determine the validity of thofe claims. But if alarms ari- 
fing from this exift, the moft likely method to remove them will be^ 
without more delay, to tell thef Rajah, that he ought to have been in- 
formed of thefe demands from the President when at Tanjour- That 
we have confidered the fubjett,- and are of opinion; that the demands on 
the crop are confident with reafon, juftice, and the Company's orders ; 
that in confequence he ought to afcertain what the produce hath been, 
and fix upon' periods for paying the fame, as his finances will belt admit* 
That the Company mean to do firiB juftice to the Rajah, as b$ may clearly 
fee by the orders v)bich have taken the country from the Nabob* and reft or ed 
it to him \ that the whole of the board have not agreed in opinion touch- 
ing the grain on the ground, but that our proceedings go to the Court 
of Dire&ors, to whom, if he thinks proper, we fhall be ready faithfully 
to reprefent every circumftance he may defire ; that their favorable dif- • 
pofition towards him cannot bef doubted, and that, if they Ihould judge 
this Government has erred, they may reverfe that judgment. To which w* 
Ihould add, that die Court of Dire&ors thinking the Company Guaran- 
tees of the treaty of 1762, We are confequently as much in duty bound ta 
fupport hisjuft rights agdrnft the Nabob ^ as the Nabob againft Hyder, or 
any other of the Country or European Powers* 

When the Company dire&edus to carry into execution a plan, 
which they were apprehenfive might bring on confequences of the ut- 
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moft importance, they judged the Board competent to determine upon 
it; and can we with propriety, when that bufinefs of importance is 
finished, when we have on mature confideration refolved that the Com- 
mittee of circuit fhall immediately fet out, wljen we know that the bufi- 
nefs of the Northern fettlements is of great confequence to the Company, 
lofe a moment in a debate, whether we fliall call up the Chiefs from 
the Northward or not ? We have heard of the alarms of the Rajah, of the 
pppreffions of the Nabob, of abu&s exifting in the fettlement, but with 
a Council inferior in number, the bufinefs of the Company on emergent 
Qccafions hath been well conducted ; we have denied the exiftence of 
juft alarms, we are convinced of our intention to do the inhabitants of the 
Jaguire as well as the Company drift juftice ; and we think ourfelves 
competent to jedrefs any grievances or alarms, which may have occured 
at the Prefidency ; we therefore could not hefitatt a moment in refufing 
cojifent to his firft motion ; but what fhall we fay of the third ? Can any 
thing more ffrongly mark tjie very extraordinary difpofition and defigns 
of the Prefident, than that motion, thaf if tfue m&urnat vifits were 
made to Members pi t^e Council they fliould ftaad fufpendecj ,? The 
Prefident could not but remember that the Majority had determined the 
refolution of touching the Nabob and his fons, flood legally, 

if not formally rescinded ; but he endeavours to avail himfelf of the want 
of form, thereby reproaching thofc Members who failed in the execu* 
tion of their duty, and who did not exert their rights, by infifting upon 
the Prefident's putting the queftion for refcinding that refolution. Un- 
willing to proceed to extremities, they adopted a . mode tfiey judged 
likely to Anfwer .tjie end without it; but the Prefident fays, when he lhall 
fee an opportunity, which fuks with the intereft of the Company, and he 
is well perfuaded he can bring the punifhment home, he will produce 
the offenders, and not till then. This is the return for our moderation, 
and that delicacy we have fhewn the Prefident, and which is but one of 
the many inftances we might quote. This fhews the neceffity of a ftridt 
adherence to the principles of our conftkution ; but we hope the Prefi- 
dent 
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<Unt will not put us to fuch another trial. Wken the Company ihall 
*ead, that notwithftanding their orders to Bengal, that a man fhall have 
a copy of the charge agairift him, time to anfwer, and crofs queftion the 
witnefs, one of their Presidents Jhall endeavour to pafs an order to condemn 
men unknown, unheard, on a /pedes of offence not admitted as an offence by the 
majority of the Board, they cannot but be aftoniflied. If the motion had 
pafled into a refolution, it would have reflected on thofe who had pafled It ; 
for it is contrary to humanity and juftice, the chara&erifticks of a free 
. «ftate ; and only to be reconciled to the cuftoms of thofe arbitrary Courts, 
where men have formerly been tried and condemned unheard. 

George Stratton, 
Robert Fletcher 9 
% % Henry Brooke, 

Charles Floyer* 
Archdale Palmer, 
"Francis Jourdan, 
<5eorge Mackay. 

* 

The Prendcnt oberves, on the firft part of the above minute, which 
relates to Mr* Ruflell, that that gentleman was, by a former refolution 
of the Board, appointed refident at Tanjore, although one of the Com- 
mittee of circuit ; that this refolution has never been refcinded ; and * 
therefore he fliould have thought Mr* Ruflell at liberty to go to Tanjore 
without infringing any fubfequent refolution* provided he could be back 
in time to proceed on the circuit within the period fixed for his depar- 
ture. That notwithftanding he> the Prefident, was of this opinion, he 
had before mentioned his wilh, that Mr. Ruflell might have exprefs 
* yermiffion from the Board to proceed for a few days to Tanjore ; but 
as nothing of that kind is yet recorded, he now repeats his rcqucft, and 
defires the fentiments of the Board upr n it. 

Mr. Mackay.— I am againft Mr. Rufiell's going to Tanjore, and will 
delivered in a minute on the fubjedt. 
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Mr. Jourdan. As I never have confented to Mr. Ruflell's going to 
Tanjore, for reafons before entered in confutation, fo I cannot with pro- 
priety give my content to it at this time* 

FRANCIS JOURDAN. 

Mr. Palmer againft it, and will dfehver in a minute- 

Mr. Stone for it. 

Mr. Floyer. I am againft it, for the reafons I have before afiigned 1 , 
as well as that Mr. Ruflell has faid he. fliali not be ready to- go on die 
circuit before the ift October. 

Mr. Dalrympk for it* 

Mr. Ruflell for it. 

Mr. Brooke againft it r for the 'reafons afiigned by Mr. Jourdan r 

Mr. Stratton againft it. 

Prefident for it. 

Agreed by a majority of 6 to 4, that Mr. Ruflell be not permitted 
to go to Tanjore. 

George Stratton,. 
Henry Brooke,, 


Charles Floyer, 


Archdale Palmer, 
Francis Jourdan, 
George Mackay, 

Pigot. 


Fort 


Port St. George* iSib Agufl, 17 76. 
AT A CONSULTATION.. 


PRESENT, 

The Right Honourable Lord Pigot, Ptefident, 

• 

George Stratton, General Sir Robert Fletcher,, 

Henry Brooke, Claud Ruffell, 

Alexander Dalrymple, John Maxwell Stone, 
Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, 

George Mackay.. 


Rev* tfepAtt~ 
meat* 


Friday i6tb. 


Minutes of laft confutation read. 


Mr* Jourdan delivers In the following minute, in reply to that part 
of the Prefident's minute of the 5th inftant, which refpedts him. 

Mr. Jourdan thinks it neceffary to deliver in the following minute 
on the fubjeft of the circuit, which he had prepared to have laid before 
the board, but the difputes which occurred prevented him from doing it* 

Mr. Jourdan begs leave to obferve, that Lord Pigot ha* mifunder- 
ftood him, if he imagined that he wanted to take from the committee 
of circuit, what the Council had entrufted to them : All Mr. Jourdan 
meant was, that while the gentlemen were a&ing to the northward^ 
the committee of revenue might colled and arrange the accounts 
againft their return. Lord Pigot*s minute carries with it an implication 

of want of zeal it* Mr. Jour da a for the fervice> in having declined the 

• 

vacancy in the committee of circuit. Mr. Jourdan hopes he may, without 
being prcfumptuous, fay,, that he has fhewn. as muck attention and zeal 

to 


Minute of 
Mi% Jourdan, 
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to the fervice of the Company as any of the members of the 1>oard, 
and that the board have been pleafed to confer upon him, on that 
account, marks of their favour. He does ilib further declare, that hav- 
ing applied himfelf very particularly to the affairs >of the Company at 
the prefidency, he thinks he can render them more eflential fervice by 
remaining here than by going upon the circuit, otherwife he Ihould 
not have wrihed to decline in. 

FRANCIS JOURDAN. 

9 

Mr, Ruffell enters the following minute* 

Minute of Mr. Stratton, Sir .Robert Fletcher, andMeffrs. Brooke, FIbyer, Palmer, 
' Jeurdan and Mackay* in their minute of the 9th inftant, found an ©pinion 
upon my letter. of the ift, and the declarations! made at the Board the 
that there will appear to the Court of Directors an unwilling- 
nels in me to fet out upon the circuit, I muft remark in reply, that 
my letter was before the Board, when I was acquitted of backwardnefs 
in .my duty to the Company, and that thafe gentlemen in this very mi- 
nute, acknowledge, that it would have been Mftreffmg us to fix our de- 
parture for 15 days, and therefore extended it to 30% On urgent 00 
cafions, private confiderations ought not to have any weight with this 
Board, and I ihould hope no member is capable of making them a plea 
for declining .publick fervice. For my own part, I exprefled my readi- 
■fiefs to go to the fouthward agreeably to the Prefident's requeft ; but in 
•the prefent inftance* the fhort time allowed us being meant only to fruf* 
trate a former refolution of the -Board, I fubmit to the Court of Di- 
redtors, whether more regard ought not to have been paid to the 'de- 
clarations I made, and whether more time might not reafonably have 
been expefted after I had made my arrangements for going to Tanjore 
•in confequence of fuch refolution, and had even fent part of my bag- 
.gage thither? 

I chharfully 
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I chearfully appeal likewife to the Court of Dire&ors, whether my de- 
claring, under fucb circumjiances y that inftead of the lft September I could 
not poflibly be ready before the ift Odtober, to go to the northern ex- 
tremity of the Company's pofieflions, on a fervice which will require years 
to execute, or Mr. Jourdan's reafons (26th July) for declining that fer- 
vice, and Mr, Mackay's letter of the 29th July, indicate moft un- 
willingnefs? 

■ 

With equal chearfulnefs I further fubmit to the Court of Directors the 
propriety of what thcfe gentlemen term a remonftrance. Thefe gentlemen 
furely cannot mean to deny that a Member of the Board has a right to ex* 
prefs his fentiments, nay more, to remonftrate^ or zvtnproteji* What I faid 
was founded on public grounds ; and. as the appointment for Tanjore, 
which ftill exifted, appears highly expedient, I did hope that it would firft 
take place; and the more fo, as it was lb underftood at the time the ap- 
pointment was made. 

Thefe gentlemen do Mr. Dawfon great injuftice, in fuppofing he gave 
the information mentioned in my letter to be brought forth at a future 
time; I declare fuch was never his intention, and it is a thing felf-evident 
that it could not be, for he did not dream, more than myfelf, that the ap- 
pointment of a Refident at Tanjour would have been overfct after his 
departure ; if he had, probably he would have laid open to the Board 
the various means taken with him to vote againft that appointment. 

P I G O T. 
GEO. STRATTON, 
HENRY BROOKE, 
CLAUD RUSSELL 
ARCHDALE PALMER, 
FRANCIS JOURDAN, 
GEO. MACKAY. 


N Tranflation 
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Translation of a Letter from the Nabob to Mr. Stratton, a&ing Governor 
at Madrafs ; dated and received the 27th April, 177 6. 

Received per Grenville, 26th April, 1777* 

letter from In my letter to you of the 2 1 ft April, J I informed you of the uneafinefs I 

the Nabob fuffered. I now hear that fome of the Company's Seapoys are on the 

3Ek L* C «? VC ' p°int of marching, to take poffeflion of fome diftridts of Ramnaut apef 

Figoewill Shokungee, on a ground lefs reprefentation made by Tulgajee* that they 

yutthcKing belong to Tanjore. The diftri&s of Ramnaut and Shokungee are quite 

QfTanMre diftintf, and appertain in no manner whatever to Tanjore. Tulgajee, 

•f f SL through pride and want of moderation, attempted formerly, in Mr. Dupre's 

tufts of Government, to get poffeflipn of the above-mentioned diftridb, and for 

tuhuiaut that region was punifbed; he then declaimed all future pretentions to them 

tnd Sko* m m writing-, lam aftonilhed that Seapoys fhould now be fent on the mifre- 

^* prefentations of Tulgejee. Before Lord Pigot fet out, I wrote to ail ray 

Amuldars in the Tanjore country, charging them ftri£Hy not to oppofe any 

people that might be fent by his Lordfhip; and my people accordingly, 

notwithftanding they were a ftrong party did not oppoie any of Lord 

Pigot'fc guards, bur fubmitted without refiftance to confinement, although. 

they funSered worfe treatment than is fhewn to an enemy, and fome of my 

principal people were confined with difgrace. As it is notorious that the 

Ramnaut and Shokungee diftri&s do not in any manner belong to Tanjore*. 

info much that every child in the Carnatick knows it* I have not hitherto 

thought it neceffary to fend any orders to my Amuldars in thofe diftrids^ 

I therefore have now recourfc to you, and fhall write to rhem whatever you 

may diredfc; dome the favour to inform me Jpeedily* what inftrudlions I 

fhall fend them on the points that have occafioncd my writing you this 

Letter., 

What can* I fay mo*e ?* 

Extract of Letter from the Rajab of Tanjore, received at Fort St. George^ 
35th May,, 1776^ and received in London per Grenville,, 2 5th April, 1777* 

TheNabob continues, to have Seapoys ftationed at. Shacaloor^Hanantant*- 

goody* and Mungalacot, and when, any people hang up a flag in thofe: 

I glaccv 

;. t r «* Vol. L page 11 a*. 
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, places, to Ggnify that they belong to me, the Renter . Marcai pulls them 
down by force, and tears them to pieces; he likewife fcized the renter of 
Vellampad, put him on board a boat, and beat him very feverely ; he and 
his people are guilty of many fuck irregularities-, I hope your Lordfhip will 
puniih them accordingly, and order thefe countries ro he delivered over to me. 
My fort, my kingdom, and n ) ielf, do ail bdong to your Lordfhip. I al- 
ways obey your commands, and therefore write thefe things for your 
information. 

One lack and go,ooo columns of grain had arrived on the Coaft the 
9th May, and there is more going there daily; if there were boats and 
donies ready to receive it, the bullocks would quickly return, and the 
whole would arrive foon. I am afraid that rain will fall, and that t he- 
grain will be damaged, which induces me to write fo often. Continue to 
write to me of your welfare that ray heart may be at reft* 

What can I write more ? 

A Note enclofed. 

Sea port of Trimalarajapatam is ficuated near the Subah of Majavaram r 
for whi^h reafon we fent above 10,000 columns of Paddy to the faid port,* 
io order to be fent to Madrafs* As that faid port belonged to the people 
of Caricol, \ they puta ftop to the laid paddy and- bullocks. You will be 
^leafed to order it fo, that they may return the faid paddy and bullocks ^ 
we (hall hereafter fend no more paddy to the faid poru 


From the GOVERNOR to the RAJAH of TANJORE. 
S I R, 

Your Letter of the 7th of May made me very happy. I am glad to hear 
Yazarvcntarow Sooria Vainfey is returned to Tanjorey and I have read with* 
much fatisfa&ion the letter from Hyder Ally J Cawn to you ; every favour 
and mark of refpedl he is pleafed to (hew to you I efteem as done to my- 
felf, and it will ftrengthen the friendfhip between us. 

I pbferot? 

t Caricol or Karicall belongs ta the French. 
X Sec the laft page- 
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I obferve by your letter of the 9th, that BalSkiftna Shaiftree from the 
Marattas was come to wait upon you : it is very plcafing to me to hear of 
thefe congratulations from your friends; and I am well acquainted how pro- 
per youc attention will be to them* 

I am glad to find that fo many of your trufty fcrvants have returned to 
you, as has enabled you to entertain the Spearmen and Delayatts' you men- 
tion; and I am happy to find you are about repairing chofe fine buildings 
which of late have been fo much injured. 

I obferve what you are pleafed to write in your letter concerning the 
Maker Calva\ and I will take the neceffary taeafures to keep that Channel 
in that ftatc it has been thefe two years paft. • 

I will write to the Officer in Hanamantagoody to put your people in 
pofltrflion of that place \ and like orders fhall be fent concerning Sacaloor 
and Mangalacotah, and I will make the neceflary enquiries concerning the 

Cholkir. 

Z will write to Colonel Harper to endeavour to fecure fome of thofe 
robbers you mention, that they may be punifhed in a proper manner ; and 
I hope Tondaman \ will pay that regard to the advice I fliall give him, as 
will prevent any improper behaviour in the Polygars. 

Proper people are ordered to receive the Paddy, and I hope they will be 
diligent in that bufmefs. 

I have procured for you a fowling piece, which is plain and near, and 
very proper for a fportfman. The thoughts of your taking thefe amufe- 
ments gives me great fatisfaft ion, 

I remain with the greateft efteem, 

S I R, 

Your moft obedient and mod humble fervant. 

% Nalcoocy Po!I/gar. 


( *1% > 

1 * . • * f. * « If /■ ' i 'J' ' » r « , ';* 

fiitrad of FdiTtSt'&orgfc ^Military Cwrfufolttanij ^crtfi Jtftjiy iff 9. ' 
Sir Robert Fletcher delivers in the following Minute. 


v 


In consequence of ray minute delivered in ■ "/ ■■■■; and the refolution 
of the Board thereupon, I fhail proceed to point out the impediments I 
have to complain of, and to make reference tp the fcveral inftances, wherein 
I think the powers to be exercifed by the Military Commander in Chief, 
as explained and defined by the Inftrq&ions, have been fuperfeded ; and 
as the fubjedb is of the firft importance to the fervice, I truft che fcveral 
members will examine with attention tHe real purpofes meant by. the 
Honourable Company to be attained, when they judged it neceflaxy to define 
and feparate the line of duty of the Military Commander in Chief from" 
the former involved fyftem, which, to ufe their own wordV, Bad occajioned 
great injury to the fervice. 

The moft concife method I can propofe to the Board is, to ftate the 
feveral cafes where I conceive the Inftru&ions have been dire&ly broke 
through, or the plain meaning of them £r ultra ted, placing on the fame 
page the Inftruftions alluded . to : and, in order to convince the Board 
that my views never carried me to aflame moce power than the Honour* 
able Company meant to be annexed to my ftatioo, I (hall, in column 
third, lay before the Board the Questions I put to General Claveririg, with' 
his A'nfwers now in my poffeffion, 

INSTRUCTIONS. 


ARTICLE M 

u That all orders within the Garrifon of Fort- William and town of 
4 > Calcutta, except fuch as relate to regimental detail, and to military 
** difcipline, or to the defence of the Fort, be given in the name of the 
<c Governor- General, who fhall keep the keys ot the Fort, and give tnc % 
" parole ; but orders xelpe&ing regimental detail and difcipline of the 
" Army in general, including the Garrifon of Fort- William, and Troops 
"'- 5 O •• ftationcd 
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« flattened in the town of Calcutta, (hall be giveh in the name of the 
" Military Commander in Chief, or, in his abfence, in the name of the 
"fuperior military Officer doing duty at Fort- William for the time 
" being, who (hall communicate all fuch orders to the Governor-General* 
" by his Aid de Camp, or other proper Officer, for his approbation, be- 
« fore they be iffued in the faid Garrifon, or in the town of Calcutta. 9 * 

ARTICLE 51ft- 

* 

" That if the Governor-General and Council (hall at any time think 
" proper to iffuc orders, under their hands, or by their Secretary, to any 
" Officer in the Army, and thereby fufpend, or fuperfede the fpecificlL. 
* 4 commands of the Governor-General, or Military Commander in Chief, 
** fuch orders (hall be implicitly obeyed/ 1 


C A S £ Sr 

CASE lit, 

There can be no doubt, but that the order for a Naig and three Scz- 
poys, to be furnilhed from each Battalion towards forming a Company of 
Markfmen, comes under the head of military detail and difcipline of the 
Army in general ; neverthelefs the Chief and Council of Ganjam did* 
aftuaily countermand my orders to the Officers commanding Seapoy Bat- 
talions in the Icbapore diftrift : they writ publicity to she Board that 
they had done fo, and there the matter (till refts. The Chief and Coun- 
cil of Ganjam took this ftcp on the fuppofition, perhaps, that they have 
the fame power as the Governor and Council to fuperfede the fpecifick 
orders of the Commander in Chief, which power the Board itfelf, as I 
conceive the Company's Orders, is only to exercife, by ifiuing orders under 
their own hands, or by their Secretary. It is this authority aflumed by the 
Chief and Council of Ganjam, which I feel to interfere with the duty or 
my office, and which is a contradiction to the Company's Inftrudtions- 


Q^cnc* 
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Queries fcut by Sir Robert Fletcher to General Clavering, with General 

Covering's Anfwers. 

(QUERIES. 

Query. " Can General Clavering remove any man or men from one 
•* corps to another, without the approbation of the Chiefs and Council 
" in diftrifts under the fubordinatcs? or can he make fuch removals in the 
44 other corps in the Army, without firft applying to the Board ?" 

r 

Anfwer. The Commander in Chief, by virtue of the 43d Article of 
the Company's Inftt u&ions, removes Officers and Soldiers from one corps 
to another, as he imagines will be moft conducive to military difcipline 
and the gdod of the fVrvrce, without either applying to the Chiefs of 
fubordinatcs or 10 the Board. This authority was exercifed before his 
arrival, either by the Commander in Chief or by the Governor. 

Query. ( * Do General Covering's orders from Calcutta to the Troops 
" at Patna, and the other fubordinaces, go through the Chiefs and Coun<- 
44 cil ; and do fuch orders receive any authority but that of General 
** Clavering, before they go from the Prefidency 1" 

Anfwer. " When refolutions are taken in Council which regard th* 
44 Army, a tranicript of thofe refolutions is fent to the Military Com- 
44 mander in Chief by the Secretary, and he iffues them to every Brigade t 
44 and to every ftation, including the refidencies of the Chiefs and Coun* 
44 cils. General Covering's orders never go through the Chiefs and Coun* 
44 cils, nor do they receive any authority but that which i* above-men^ 
44 tiened*" 

CASE 2d, 

Another inffance where I felt an interference with my duty arifcs front 
the following, complimentary note of the Right Honourable Prtfi* 

<icntfr viz. 


n 
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Note. " Lord Pieot*s compliments to Sir Robert Fletcher, anddefires 
<c that half of the Mark (men may do duty at the Company's Gar* 
" dens, and half at Sir Robert's, and that all other Seapoys may 
" join their battalions, as it has been reprtfented that they are 
" wanted for other duty." 

Vide the late Inftraftiom from England, and the Cbmmiflion of the Go- 
vernor and Commander in Chief refpe&ivcly. 

The conftru&ioo I put upon the note, confirmed by the fubfequent con* 
verfation between the Governor and my Aid de Camp, was, that without 
any order of the Board, Lord Pigot did a&ually interfere with the regi- 
mental detail and difcipline of the army in general perfonally in fome de- 
gree to me, in taking upon himfelf the difpofal of my guard, as well as 
a feleft body of troops, which never made part of the garrifon of Fort St. 
George * but as the Governor has fmce faid to me, that it was not meant as 
an order, I mention it here that the line may be clearly known, and the 
Commander in Chief not fubjefted in future to fuch embarrafiments, 
Thofe who choofe to examine the (written) converfation, which pafled 
between the Governor and my Aid de Camp, upon the matter, and my 
condutt in confequence of that converfation, will fee, that I afted as if the 
mte Had been an order, and in contradi&ion to my own ienriments, ex- 
prtlTcd it* the mefiage I feat by my Aid de Camp to the Governor. 

Q_U £ R I £ S, 

Query. If General Clavering were at or near a fubordinate, is he fubje£k 
to the orders of the Chief and Council ? or is he fubjedttoany orders but 
thofe of the Governor-General and Council ? 

Anfvver. The Commander in Chief is not fubje£fc to the orders of the 
Chief- ajid Council, either at or near the fuhordinates; He and all Com- 
manding Officers are dire died by the 54th Article of the Ln&ru&ions, to 
comply with fuch rtquifitions as (hall be made by the Company's chief 
civil fervants for troops. In drawing up this Article the Court of Direc- 
tors have ftri&ly conformed to the pra&ice in England, where all Military 
Officers are dirc&ed to lend affiftance, when required, to the Civil Officers. 
'General Clavering thinks himfelf not fubjeft to any other orders in .Bengal, 
<5ur thofe of the Governor-General and Council, excepting fuch as he may 
receive from the Honourable the Court of Directors. 

AR- 
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ARTICLE. 45th, 

" That temporary leave of abfeoce in time of peace be granted by the 
" Governor-General to Officers doing duty in the garrifon of Fort William, 
" or Town of Calcutta, and to all other officers by the Military Com- 
" mander in Chief of the Company's forces in Bengal, Bahar, aud Orifla, . 
•• but fuch leave of abfence (hall in no cafe be extended beyond the . 
" limits of the faid Provinces." Vide alfo the 4ad Article quoted on . 
Cafe ift. 

C A S E 3d. 

My powers of granting leave of abfence are defined with precifion in the 
45th Article, and yet it is a fa&, that Officers doing duty in theciiftrifts under 
the refpe&ive Chiefihtps cannot avail themfelves of this permiffion, without 
previoufly having the permiffion of the Chief and Council. If an Officer/ 
thus authorifed to abfent himfelf, is, notwithstanding, to look to any other 
Quarter for a confirmation of that authority, it is not fair argument to 
lay, that the Chiefs, &c. thus afiume a right to put a negative on my orders, 
contrary to the exprefs terms of the Inftru&ions, and adually interfere it) 
the military detail of the army : and on this occafion I muft add, that fomc 
of the gentlemen to the northward have a&ually given leave of abfence, in* 
dependent of me. 

Query. " Who grants leave of abfence to Officers in and near to 
" Patna, and other places, where there is a Chief and Council ? and can 
" General Clavering grant fuch leave, independent of the Chiefs and 
« Councils i n 

Anfwer. " The Chief and Council at Patna, or at any other place 
" within thefe provinces, do not grant leave of abfence to Officers. Con* 
" formable to the 45th paragraph of the Court of Directors' Inftrudtions, 
* temporary leave of abfence is granted by the Governor-General to Offi- 
€€ cers doing duty in the garrifon of Fort William, or Town of Calcutta, 
« and by the Military Commander in Chief of the Company's forces in 
" Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, to all other officers. No doubt can arifc on 
" the interpretation of this article." 

5 P AR* 
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ARTICLE 49th. 

" That every refolution of the Governor-General and Council rcfpeft- 
u ing the promotion or difmiflion of Military Officers be communicated 
" to the Commander in Chief in writing, and iffued in general orders by 
" the Governor-General in the garrifon of Fort William and Town of 
" Calcutta, and to the reft of the army by the Military Commander in 
«* Chief for. the time being. 

C A S E 4th. 

When the Company fo clearly point out the channel through which they 
order the moft material and important obje&s on which the whole constitu- 
tion of an army turns, fuch as the promotion and difmiflion of officers of alt 
ranks, can there be a doubt of their intention, that in all other cafes (thofe 
only excepted as mentioned in the Inftru&ions) the kipe channel of the 
commander in chief is to be the medium through which the orders of tbe 
Board are to be conveyed to the army ? I confidcr therefore, as tending to 
leflen my juft authority with the army, and an impediment in the line of 
my duty, the iflfuing the orders of the Board through the Secretary to the 
-for example, 


tmm+**m 


tft. For the march of the European battalion and two battalions of Sea- 
poys to take poffeflion of Tanjore. 

2d. For the ift and 3d battalions of (eapoys tp be held in readkets to 
ttarch when the profecution of the Maratta War was ordered from Bengal* 

3d. For the relief of the garrifon of Vellum, and afterwards detach- 
ing part of that garrifon to Trichinopoly * and, 

4U1, For the march of the European invalids and pensioners from Chin- 
gjteput to Madrafs* 

» 

i mud. here do the Prefident the juft ice to fay, that he did exprefs him* 
felf upon the mode of iffuing the orders agreeably to the late Inftru&ions. 
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QucryJ. (C Do General Ciaveringfs orders from Calcutta to the troops at 
« Patna, and to the other fubordinatcs, go through the Chief and Council i 
« and do iuch orders receive any authority but chat of General Claverijjg, 
H before they go from the Prefidency ?" 

Anfwer. " When the refolutions are taken ip Council with regard to the 
" army, a tranfeript of thofe refolutions is lent to the Commander in Chief 
** by the Secretary, and he iflues them to every Brigade, and to ev«ry 
" ftation > including the refidencies of the Chiefs and Councils, General 
u Covering's orders never go through the Chief and Council, nor do they 
" receive any authority but that which is above-mentioned/ 1 " 

ARTICLE 50th. 

" That all plans or regulations formed by the Military Commander ia 
" Chief in time of peace, rcfpe&ing the dji^ofition of the. Company's troops 
(l in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, be approved by the Gover- 
(i nor-Gencral and Council before they be carried into execution/ 9 -* Vide 
alfo 49th article above quoted. 

CASE 5th. 

In January laft, when it became necefiary to carry into effeft the refolu- 
tion of the Board ; upon a plan propofed by General Smith, for relieving- 
the Seapoy battalions in the Mazulipatam circars every two years, inftead 
of annually, the orders for this purpofc were communicated to the Com* 
mandantsof the different garrifons, by the Chief and Council of Mazu- 
lipatam. 

In order to (hew the Board the confequence attending this irregular 
channel of communicating military orders, I pbfcrve, that Lieutenant 
Walker, commanding Condapilly, at the time the above relief took place* 
addrefled Colonel Flint, then commanding officer in the Mazulipatam cir- 
cars to the following effeft, viz. That he was informed by the Chief and 
Council of Maatalipataan that they had ordered Lieutenant Clarke to march, 
with three companies of Seapoys to relieve him in the command of Conda- 
pilly, and that he defired to know from him (Colonel Flint) whether or not 

' he 


fc This Qvery and tie Aafwcr being the fine as Caft the ift £ems< improper; bat it i* 
coa&anable ca the oripoiL 
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he fhould deliver up the fort to Lieutenant Clarke. w Colonel Flint, in an* 
" fwer, dire&ed Lieutenant Walker, left the fervice (hould (offer by his 
" maintaining the fort, to deliver the charge to Lieutenant Clarke." It is 
evident, from the orders of the Board communicated by letter, under the 
hand of their Secretary, dated 4th November, 17749 to Colonel Flint, to 
fend orders (and ftrongly expreffive of his having the power to do fo) to 
the garnfons of Samul Cotah and Con dap illy ; I fay, it is evident, that had 
Lieutenant Walker refufed to give up the fort, unlefs ordered to do fo, 
through the channel of the authority by which he was judged to hold the 
command, his conduct would have been entirely confonant to" the articles of 
war, in aftridt obedience to the orders of his fuperior officer. This occur- 
rence might have happened in a critical (kuation of affairs, and it is need* 
lefs for me to point out the detriment which might in that cafe have hap* 
pened to the fer vice. 

Vide the Query and Anfwer quoted in Cafe 4th* 
ARTICLE 52d. 


<l That the keys of all the fubordinate fa&ories belonging to Fort- 
William in Bengal, (hall be kept by Inch perfons as rhe Governor-Gene- 
ral and Council (hall pleafe to appoint, but in ail barracks or canton- 
ments the keys (hall be kept by the commanding officer of the troops/* 


Vide preamble to the articles of war, for the better government of the 
officers and foldiers in the fervice of the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaft- Indies. 


CASE 6th. 


The only military powef which by the Inftru&ions the Board can give 
to the chiefs of ta&ories, is that of keeping the keys of the fort ; yet in the 
general orders iffued by the Board, of date the 26th Odober, 1774, it is 
direfted?that " The chief civil iervant (hall receive returns of the troops 
«' from the miliary commanding officer. 


The 
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The Chiefs of fubordinates order and approve garrifon Courts Martial. 
By a warrant dated the 30th March, 1763, theGovernor andCouncil of each 
Prefidclicy are empowered by the Court of Directors, by virtue of a war* 
rant from the King, to authorife the Commander in Chief of each detach- 
ment of their forces to hold Courts Martial ; and in my opinion they can 
delegate a power either for general or garrifon Courts Martial, to no per* 
fon or perfons who do not hold military commiffions. 

Q^U E R Y. 

Can r the Chiefs and Councils of fubordinates order Courts 
Martial ? 

Anfwer. By a warrant dated the 30th March, 1763, the Governor and 
Council of each Prefidency are empowered by the Court of Oire&ors, by 
virtue of a warrant from the King, to authorife the Commander in Chief 
of each detachment of their forces to hold Courts Martial: I cbnceivc 
Courts Martial held by any other authority to be illegal. 

ARTICLE 54th. 

* c That the Commander in Chief, or fuperior Military Officer in every 
€C diftrift, be exprefsly ordered by the Governor-General and Council, to 
" comply with fuch requifitions as (hall, be made by the Company's chief 
M Civil Servants for troops, in all cafes where military aflutince may be 
neceflary ; and in every fuch requifition, the chief Civil Servant (hail ex- 
plain to the Military Officer, in writing, fo far as may be practicable, the 
44 -nature of the fervice to be performed-, but the mode of carrying it into 
" execution, and the number of troops and quantity of (lores requifite for 
" that purpofe fhall be determined by the Chief and Council; and in all 
" fubordinates, where there (hall not be an eitablithment of a Chief and 
" Council, the fame (hall be left to the judgment of the Military Officer, 
** in whom the executive power is invefted." 


44 

44 


CASE 7th. 

Though it does not appear that Military Commanding Officers are to 
comply with any thing but requifitions for Military afiiftaoce, when it {hall 

50- * ** 
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be thought ncccffary f yct in the general orders iflued by the Board, of date 
the a6th Ottober, 1774* Military Commanding Officers in the fubordinate 
ckftri&s are dirc&ed to make returns, &c. to the Chiefs and Council, which 
is acknowledging the Chief and Council to be poffefled of the fame 
powers that by the former fyftem were exercifed by the Chief atone, and 
.which appear to have been taken from them by the late Inftruftions from 
borne. 

Q^U E R Y. 

44 If General Clavering were at or near a fubordinate, is he fubjedt 
44 to the orders of the Chief and Council ? or is he ever fubjeft to any or- 
44 ders but thofe of the Governor* General and Council?" 

Anfwer. <f The Commander in Chief is not fubjeft to the orders of the 
u Chief and Council, either ac or near the fubordinates." 


cc 
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He and all Commanding Officers are directed by the 54th article of 
the Inftru&ions, to comply with fuch requifuions as (hall be made by the 
Company's chief Civil Servants for troops. In drawing up this article, 
the Court of Directors have ftriftly conformed to the pra&ice in Eng- 
44 land, where all Military Officers are diredted to lend afliftance when re- 
44 quired to the Civil Officers. General Clavering thinks himftlf not fubjeft 
44 to any other orders in Bengal but thofe of the Governor-General and 
" Council, excepting fuch as he may receive from the Honourable Court 
"ofDireftors." 

ARTICLE 43d. 

41 That in cafe Fort-William, or the town of Calcutta, (hall at any time be 
" attacked or inverted by an enemy, the keys (hall be delivered to the 
44 Military Commander in Chief, and thefeparate Military authority of our 
44 Governor-General (hall be entirely fuibended and ceafef until fuch enemy 
41 (hall be repelled and no longer* and if the Governor General and MilU 
14 tary Commander in Chief (hall in either of the before-mentioned cafes 
44 differ in opinion, refpefting the exatt time when the exercife of the 
14 Governor-General's power (hould be fufpended or refumed,theGovernor- 
41 General and Council (hall finally decide thereupon/ 1 

ARTIQUE 
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ARTICLE 5jd. 

•• That in cafe af the attack of any fubordinate fa&ory in Bengal, Bahar, 
44 or Oriffa, the keys (hall be delivered to the Commander in Chief, or in 
«• his abfonce to the fuperior Military Officer prefent at fuch fa&ory; the 
«* mode of defence left entirely to his judgment, and the whole executive 
44 Military power veiled in him 'till the enemy (hall be repelled, fubjeft 
" however at all times to the control of the Governor-General and Coun- 
44 cil, or of the Military Commander in Chief." 

CASE 8th. 

The intelligence received by the Board of the hoftile preparations of the 
French in India induced me to exercife what I judge a very eflential pare 
of my duty to the Company, viz. An enquiry into the ftate of the fortifica- 
tions, provifions, and ftorcs of the different forts garrifoned by our troops. 
Iq this enquiry I have met with obftru&ions. I have not yet received a 
(late of the fortifications, provifions and (lores of Mafulipatam * the Civil 
Servants in that Chieffhip being of opinion, that the information relative 
to the provifions and (lores fhould not be required through the channel of 
the Commander in Chief. Though I have received a date of the fortifica- 
tions, &c. of Cuddalore, it is here neceflary to lay before the Board the 
conditional footing on which the information was given to Captain Tonyn, 
the Commandant of that garrifon : this will bed appear by a copy of his 
letter to me on that fubje&. 

Copy of Captain Tonyn f s Letter to .the Commander in Chief, dated 

Cuddalore, 3d June, 1776. 

SIR, 

In compliance with your orders (ignified to me by your Secretary, I now 
have the honour to tranfmit a date of the fortifications of Cuddalore, (hew* 
ing the repairs which are requifite for the defence of the Fort, fo nearly as 
I can judge, likewife a (late of the military (lores ; grain and provifions 
there are none for the ufe of the garrifon. When in confequence of the di- 
rections I received, I fent an order to the Military Storekeeper of this gar* 

riToo, 
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rifon, to furnifti me with a return of the provifions and grain laid in for the 
ufe of the garrifon, previous to my examining the articles and requiring 
him to have the military ftores in readinefs for my infpe&ion, I received an 
anfwer to the following purport ; 4 * That he was much furprized at having 
44 orders fent to him from me, not knowing that he was under my au- 
44 thority or direction ; however, left the public fervice fiiould luffer any 
c< impediment, he had directed the ftorc ferjeant to attend at the ftore-rooms, 
• f and (hew me the ftores " regarding the grain and provifions I was re- 
ferred to the Chief. 

As the ftorekeeper ads in a military capacity, I apprehend he confc- 
quently becomes fubjeft to the orders, and under the authority of the Com- 
mandant of the garrifon ; but as the ftorekeeper of this garrifon feems to 
be of another opinion, I beg to know how far the Military Storekeeper can 
be confidered as independent of the Commandant* 

I am with refpeft, 
S I R, 


(Signed) 


Your moft obedient fervant, 


J. Col. TONYN. 






Vfc Article 
22d of the 
Articles of 
War for the 
better go- 
vernment of 
the Officeis 
and S >ldiers 
in the fervice, 
of the United 
Company of 
Merchants of 
England 
trading to 
the Eaft- 
Indies. 


I conceive the Company's military eftablifiiment ought to he governed 
by the articles of war, in all cafes where they are authorifed by the State 
to enforce them ; the practice of the Britiih army is the beft rule to follow, 
in every cafe where doubts arife as to the mode of a&ing toward civil fcr- 
vants in their capacities of Surgeons, Pay mailers, Commifiaries, and Store- 
keepers, where a Military Officer commands. There is no doubt that perfons 
ading under this 'description are confidered as followers of the army, and 
treated as fuch in the Britiih fervice \ and in particular, that fuch perfons 
cannot abfent thcmfelves from their (tation without the leave of the Com- 
mander in Chief. The article of war here alluded to applies to the care of 
force- in the field: the queflion remains, whether perfons ferving in the 
above capacities in cantonment or garrifons, under a Military Commander,. 

are 
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are not included under the defcription of the 22d article of war, and whe- 
ther they are not upon this Coaft as much under the authority of the Com- 
mander in Chief, as they are and have been in Bengal ever fince the troops 
were regimented. 

QUERY. 

Query. <c Is it General Clavering, or the Board,- that grants leave of 
" ablence to Paymafters and Surgeons of corps ftationed out of Calcutta, 
" and Fort William ?" 


Anfwer. •* The Paymafters and Surgeons are conGdered as forming 

" part of the army " Vide " Anfwer to Query (quoted on Cafe fecond) 

beginning, " Who grants leave of abfence, &c." 


CASE jth. 

The following movement of the troops and general orders took place by 
the immediate order of the Right Honourable Prefident, given in his own 
name in a military chara&er; and it will be found that his Lordfhip a&ed 
in that charadter, and iffued orders not only to Colonel Harper, but toother 
Officers in his own name, both before and after the reftoration of the Rajah 
at Tanjore. Thefe movements and orders were put in execution without 
any communication with the Board, and were at that time totally unknown 
to me as Commander in Chief. 

Vide the late Inftru&ions from England, and the commiflions from the 
Governor and the Commander in Chief of the forces refpeftively* 

Vide the. mode of conducing the fervice in Bengalis appears from th* 
anfwers of General Clavering to the Qtfcftions put to him by Sir Robert 
Fletcher. 

Copy of Orders given out to the Troops at Tanjore the 16th April* 

1776. 

The Company of Artillery, under the command of Capt. Mackay, with 
the 2d Battalion, ift Brigade, commanded by Major Marcel 1, to hold 
themfelves in readinefe to march on Thurfday morning the i8thinftant for 
Trichinopoly, leaving behind them one non-com mi flioned officer, and twelve 
of the Artillery, and three companies of Europeans, with their Officers 

• 5 R com- 
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compleat, who are to march to-morrow evening into the Little Fort, 
where quarters will be allotted them. The ad and itth Battalions of 
Seapoys are to march at the fame time, and encamp in the Fauffe-braye of 
the Little Fort, where they are to continue until further orders. Col. Har- 
per will order a diftribution of thofe places which can be converted 
into Officers quarters to be made to them. The hofpital to be removed 
to Vellum, under the care of Do&or White. And Lord Pigot further 
orders, " That Doctors Gordon and Wilfon do continue, the firft with 
" this garrifon, and the latter to proceed with Major MarcelPs detach- 
"ment; Capt. Cotgrave, with the Battalion of Seapoys under his com- 
" mand, to hold themfelves in rtadinefs to march at the fhorteft notice. 5 ' 

In the inftances I have pointed out, I mean not the leaft reflection upon 
any one man, or fet of men : it is my indifpenfable duty either to fee the 
late Inftrudtions enforced, or to (hew the Honourable the Court of Di- 
rectors, and likewife General C layering, the particular inftances wherein 
I think, they are either fuperfeded, or not carried into execution ; and if, 
in the performance of this part of my duty, I fhall not have the good 
fortune to meet the unanimous concurrence of the Board, I can only lament, 
that we (hould continue to differ, not uppn matters of opinion of our own, 
but upon what appears to me to be the evident fenfe of the Company's 
late Inftru&ions, which, at the conclulion of the 40th paragraph, have 
thefe exprefs words : " The particular powers vefted in our faid Gover- 
ns nor and Military Commander in Chief refpeftively, under the authority 
" of the Commifilons granted them by the Company, (hall beexercifed in 
" the manner and to the extent herein after-mentioned, and not otber- 


Extract of Letter from General Clavering to the Court of Dire&ors, 
dated Fort-William, the 20th of July, 1776; received per Grenville, 
25th of April, 1777. 

GENTLEMEN," 

• Underflanding, from a Letter which I have received- from Sir Robert 
Fletcher, that a majority of the Council of Madrafs had by a vote rt- 
folved, after reading the Governor's Civil and the Commander in Chiefs 
Commifilons, " That the Governor fhall hold the fame authority in all 

" the 
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" the other Forts and Settlements on that Coaft, which he holds in Fort 
44 St. George *" and had in confequence ordered Colonel Harper, at the 
head of three Battalions of Seapoys, and a company of Artillery in the 
Tanjore Country, to put himfelf under his command, and to obey all his 
orders * .and likewife had put another Battalion, and a Troop of Horfe 
under his command, to attend him to Tanjore : he found his Commiffion 
of Commander in Chief fuperfeded, and the orders of the General Court 
fruftrated and eluded. 

He further informs me, that the Right Honourable Lord Pigot did, in 
confequence of that refolution, iflue orders to the Troops at Tanjore, as 
Commander in Chief. 

Under thefe circumftanccs nothing was left for Sir Robert Fletcher to 
do, in order to maintain the right which you had afligned him as Com- 
mander in Chief on that Coaft, but to proteft againft thofe proceedings, and 
to wait the determination of your juftice. 

Of fo deliberate and fo confcious a violation of your commands, I 
may venture to affirm, the Journals of your Councils in India can pro- 
duce no example. 

Your orders were recent, clear and precife ; they, were contained in the 
Inftruftions which were to carry into effeft the Governor and Commander 
in Chiefs Commiffion, the firft article of which declares, 


cc 


40. c< Having taken into our moft ferious confideration the difputes 
which have arifen in India, on account of the powers claimed by our Go- 
44 vernor and Military Commander in Chief, under their refpe&ive Com- 
4t millions, and the great injury occafioned to the Service thereby, we 
44 have thought proper, in order to prevent the like inconveniences in 
" future, to grant a Commiffion to our Governor-General, conftituting 
44 him Governor and Commander in Chief of our Fortrefs and Garrilbn 
4C of Fort- William and Town of Calcutta ; and we have alfo given a 
44 Commiffion to Lieutenant-General John Clavering, conftituting him 
4< Commander in Chief of all our Forces in India ; and it is our plcafurc, 
44 that the particular powers veiled in our faid Governor-General and 
44 Military Commander in Chief refpe&ively, under the authority of the 

M Com- 
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u Commiffions granted them by the Company, (hall be exercifed in the 
•' manner, and to the extent herein after-mentioned, and not otherwife." 

The Governor's Military Commiffion limits his authority as Com- 
mander in Chief to the Fort and Garrifbn of Fort St. George, and the 
Town of Madrafs-Pacnam •, and of all the Forces which now are, or here- 
after (hall be employed for the faid United Company within the faid Fort, 
Garrifon, and Town, 

The Commiffion of Sir Robert Fletcher appoints him Commander in 
Chief of the Forces of the United Company on the Coaft of Coro- 
mandel. 

"When the terms of the two Commiffions are compared, and the man- 
ner and extent of their powers confidered, as declared in thelnftrudtions, ic 
muft, 1 am pcrfuaded, appear to you, Gentlemen, that the vote of the 
25th of March laft in the Madrafs Council, refolving, that the Governor 
ihould hold the fame authority in all the other Forts on that Coaft as in 
Fort bt. George, and the exercife he actually did make of thofe powers 
at Tanjore, was an ufurpation of your authority to cancel and fuperfede 
one of the moft publick and folemn adh of your Honourable Court. 

As the office and duties of the Commander in Chief on the Coaft muft 
remain lufpended *till your commands are received, I muft beg you will 
be pleafed to fend fuch orders as will enforce obedience to the refpeftive 
Commiffions, according to the prefent Inftrudtions, or with fuch other 
limitations as you may think proper to give them. 


Extract of Fort St. George Military Confulations, 20th Auguft,i776* 
received by the Grenville, the 25th of April, 1777. 

Ex trad of Letter from the Commander in Chief, 

Letter from To the Right Honourable the Prefident, &c. Council of Fort St. George* 

the Com- 

ChS'ref- M y L0RD and GENTLEMEN, 

pe&ing Bat- 

ta to the Being prevented, through indifpofition, from attending the Council this 

Troop*. foy^ 1 b C g i cavc t0 i a y before the Board the two papers enlofed, No. 1. 

containing 
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containing a comparative view of the fick in hofpitals by the returns of 
the i ft Battalion, ad European regiment now doing duty in Fort St. 
George for the laft fix months, and a ft ate of that Battalion for an equal 
Jpace of time while at Pondamalee. 

The other paper (No. a) which I beg leave to lay before the Board, 
contains the ftate of a Subaltern Officer's eftpenfes abfolutely neceflary to 
his exigence •, it (hews the impoflibility of appearing fuitable to his cha- 
racter, unlefs the late additional allowance from the chance of half batta 
in certain garrifons be reft bred. 

Colonel Stuart, who took pains to make particular enquiries on this 
fubjedt, has put his name to the enclofed paper •, and I dare fay the 
Board will find the falts to be juftly ftated. The Board mod probably did 
not fee it in this light, when they were p leafed to order the half batta to 
be ftruck off in February laft ; and for my own part I am obliged in truth 
to confefs, that my aflent was an hafty compliance with the earneft requeft 
of the Prefident, though he did not apprife me of his intention, nor con- 
fult me on the fubjeft, previous to his making the motion at the Board. 
I hope, and moft earneftly recommend, a reconfideration of this 
matter, for it appears upon enquiry to be immediately connected with 
the health of the Officers, many of whom, 1 am informed, are at prefent 
deprived of the means of fubfifting themfelves, or appearing in publick 
fuitable to their ftations. 


I have the honour to be, 

My LORD and GENTLEMEN, 

Choultry-Plain, Your moft obedient, and moft humble fervant, 

Monday, icjthAuguft, 1776. 

ROB. FLETCHER. 

5 S Fort 
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From Colonel 
Stuart to the 
Commander 
in Chief, with 
ftatement of 
a Subaltern's 
cxpenie** 
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Fort St. George,— A ugu ft, 1776. 

State of an Enfign's neceffary Expenfes for one month, fuppofing three 
Enfigns to form ooe mefs, having fervants in common, and provifions, &c. 
at the medium rate of the principal garrifons occupied by the forces under 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, viz. 

To the Expenfes of the mefs for provifions, liquor, &c. Pices 

Servants wages - 

Wafhing and dreffing linen * 

Barber and hair-dreffer 

Each Officer for one month 


8 21 
2 o 

36 

1 o 

12 15 is 


For one year Pagodas 1 48 12. 


Extra Expenfes for one Year. 


Pagodas 


For one regimental coat 

Twa ditto frocks 

Two hats 

Eighteen fhirts 

Shoes 

Stockings 

Stocks and handkerchiefs 

Breeches 

Waiftcoats. 

Cooley Taylor 


15 ao 

24 

5 

a 

4 
9 

n 

5 


Total Extra Expenfes for one year - 1 1 2 2a 


Total neceffary Expenfes for one year 260 32 
The pay of an Enfign for one year — Pices 230 
Deficiency to make good the neceffary Expenfe 30 32 


The pay of a Lieutenant is. 


£20 


2:60 32 


la 
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In the foregoing calculation, no allowance is made either for the firft 
coftpr breakage of Mefs utenfils. Theoriicers are fuppofed to drink no 
other liquor than that of the country, or Sherbet. There is no allowance 
made for wine, even in.cafe of ficknefs-, and the means are totally wanting 
to buy or to maintain either palanquin or horfe amongft the three, although 
exercife is as eflcntially neceffary to prefcrve the officer's health as the 
nourifhment he takes. 

The fubaltern officers of the army, as T am informed, formerly found no 
difficulty in railing the money neceffary to help them out in the garrifons, 
in which no half batta was allowed, becaule in the courfe of two or three 
years at mod, it fAl to their loc to be ftationed in places where, by the allow- 
ance of half b.ma, they were enabled tofave as. much as to diicharge debts- 
necefTarily incurred. 

I am alio informed, that the Company's proportion of the general ex- 
penfe of half batta amounts only to 9000 Pagodas per annum ; fuppo- 
fing then the preceding to be ajuft ftate of an Officer's expenfes abfolutely 
neceflary, it appears that no fubaltern on this eftablilhment, is able, with the 
greateft frugality, to live upon his pay, he mull therefore run in debt, or 
be obliged to his friends (befides the time he may have ferved as a cadet)- 
for ten or twelve years before, in the common courfe of the fervice, he can 
attain the rank of Captain; and although it may be faid, that the Field 
Officers and Captains may live upon their pay after they arrive at thefe: 
ranks, yet it is prefumed, it never was the intention of our Honourable 
Employers, that an Officer fhould be under the neceffity of borrowing 
money for ten or twelve years, or that in the higher ranks they fhould be 
entirely deprived of the means to lay up fome part of their allowance for 
fupporting them in old age, or when, from bodily ficknefs or decay they are 
unfit toferve the Honourable Company. 

I have done my utmoft to inform myfelf impartially on this fubjefl: in- 
my fituation, you know, Sir, I can have no private view in it's fuccefs farther 
than the general good of the fervice; neither is it at the requeft of any of 
the officers, who, fo far as I can fee, think, it their duty in filence to fubmic. 
tp every order of their fuperiors. 

The 
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The gentlemen who futtiiftied me with the information do not know 
even the ufe I meant to make of it, which is to requcft of you, Sir, for the 
above reafons, and as efientially contributing to the prefervation of the 
health and fpirits of the officers in this climate, to take iuch fteps as you 
fliall think neceffary to bring this affair under the reconfideration of the 
Board, in hopes that upon a review and further information, they may per- 
haps think it proper to reftoie the allowance of half batta in certain garrifons 
.as formerly. 

To Brigadier General JAMES STUART. 

Sir Robert Fletcher, &c. && 

Ordered to lie upon the table. 


Letter from the Nabob of Arcot, dated 25th September, 1776. 

Received from Mr. Macleane, the jift March, 1777. 

His Highnefs the Nabob Wallajau, Ummeer ul Hind, Omdat ul Mulk, 
Aul'uph ul Dowlah, Unweer ud Deen Cawn Behauder, Zuphur Jung, Sepah 
Salaur, Subahdar of. the Carnatick. 

To the Honourable the Chairman and Directors of the United Company 

of Merchants trading to India. 

When I did myfelf the pleafure of writing to you laft (which was on the 
X2th and 25th February) I informed you of the readinefs with which I 
received a garrifon of your troops into the fort of Tanjore, knowing fuch a' 
meafure to be agreeable to you, who ever have been, and who, by the bleff- 
■ing of God, ever will continue to be my beft friends. I likewife represent- 
ed to you, that feeing the orders which you fent hither about Tuljagee, and 
his reltoration to the Government of the Tanjore country, muft have pro- 
ceeded from your want of proper information ; I would therefore take care 
in future to .give you regularly and fully every information on the fubjt6k 
4>f our mutual affairs* 

Was 
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Was I, in confequence of this resolution, to write you now all that has 
paffed fince the writing of my laft letter, great would be your iorrow for 
the fuffcrings of your oldeft and trueft friend. In judging of the friendihjp 
with which you regard me, and of courfe the uneafinefs which you would 
feel for my unjuft fufferings, I have two unerring guides to dircdt my 
judgment * thefirft is, a warm remembrance of the i rue reft which from the 
beginning you have taken in my profperity and happinefs; the fecond is, 
the approbation of my own heart, which empowers me to declare, that in no 
one inftance, from the day we began the journey of friendship together to 
this hour, have I ever ftrayed from the path of fteady attachment to my 
beft friends, or ever will, and of true affe&ion for the whole Englilh na- 
tion. As a man moved by his own and the paflions of others, I may have 
often felt the condufl of your reprefentatives in too difagrcable a li ht, and 
may have exprefled my fenfe of it as fuel), as fome of their proceedings ap- 
peared to me improper v but as a prince placing his dependence upon your 
faith, and the fecurky of the Englilh alliances, I can appeal to my God, 
that I have never felt any diftruft in my mind, nor fwerved in any degree 
from the refolutioji I early adopted, that of rifing or falling with the fun 
of your fortune in Hindoftan. ^After the long feries of mixed fortune 
which we had undergone Together, a profpeft opened to me at length that 
filled my foul with the gladnefs of hope, and whi?h of itfrlf w*b lufficicnt 
to bind my attachment moft unalterably and for ever to the fcuglifh : I law 
not only my fons arrive at maturity, but even their children Dnnuifing 
further hopes : I brought up my children fo much in the fricndihip of the 
Englifh, that they can never depart from it : how great muft my happin fs 
have been in refle&ing, that no power remained in the Carnauck but that 
of the Englilh, and my family under the protection of the Englifh an<: our 
rights. In thisfituation, the chief occupation of my mind *as tonrirg a 
plan, which, with the approbrtion of his Majefty and the Compny, would 
for ever fecure to my poftv riiy the friendfliip of tht Fr^lilh, anu which 
would eftablifh fych a well fecurcd intereft in this country, tha- neither the 
power of France nor that ot all the Hinuoftan Governments could ever 
endanger our poffefiion of the country. 

It i9 my warmeft wifli to attend particularly to two things^— Firft, the 
f riendfhip of the Company and the Engl ( b nation, which I regard nbove 
every thing, and which I am entitled toby the lots of my father and his tor- 
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tone fn their alliance, as *lfo by fpendiog my youth and trca&iry With them; 
Secondly, as the friendfhip and alliance of the Company and *he Englifli 
' nation eiift with me, fojlhould tbey with my children,: and whatever po*cr 
I fhould appoint to my fons, and whatever plan I ftiould form in regard lo 
them, {hould be confirmed to them through the favour and afliftance of the 
gentlemen of the Company, aod none of the Engjifh fubjeft^ or Com- 
pany's fcrvants (hould interfere therein. I am, without doubt, the firmeft 
and moil u&ful friend to the Company in India, and whatever I fix for my 
fons fhall be with a view to preferve the tranquillity of the Carnatick, and 
the prefent and future advantage of the Company, and the publick 
(afety. 

That the forming and bringing to effedt fuch a plan, equally for the 
fecurity of your future intercft and that of my family, was my greateft 
and folc ambition, fome of your chief and aWeft fcrvants wcit well ill- 
formed. How could I better employ my attention as a prince, an ally, and 
a father ? Thus were my thoughts employed from the beginning, arid 
efpecially from the time Tanjore was reduced, and an enemy of the Carna* 
tick thereby, in my opinion, removed, who never would bequiet 'till he had 
either ruined the peace of the Carnatick, or his own mtfer. Soon after the 
redudtion of Tanjore, the difputes with the Dutch, and the threatened 
invafion of the Marattas, employed my attention : afterwards fuch difputes 
arofc among your fervants here as rendered it impofiiblefor me, during that 
period of party and mifreprefentationto addrefs you. Not 'till the arrival of Lord 
rigot diathefe difputes ceafe entirely in their effedk ; judge then, my friends, 
what a (bock my heart muft have felt on understanding from his Lordfhip 
the bufinefs on which he came -, in one hour I faw the labour of my whole 
life, the honours of my alliance with the Englifh, expofed to the moft pub- 
lic difgrace, my enemies raifed to the moft unmerited power, and the thorn 
of our mutual deftruAion planted in the garden, in the clearing of which, 
our joint labours have been employed for upwards of thirty-five years. 
What I felt upon this occafion, that power can alone know, who fees the 
infide of the human foul ; burin this hour of extremity 1 teftified to you 
and to the world the moft unihaken firmnefs of friendships and the firmeft 
dependence upqa the ultimate juftice of the Company: to recite to you,, 
ftcp by ftcp, the meafurcs which were adopted by Lord Pigoc, to violate 
your facred. engagements for (he protection of my country t my perfon, and 
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jny honour, would be a heavy talk, and finch aft the^pttfent Jowfituatron of 
Lord Pigot would render painful to my mind'} it is fulKcirnt that I have 
acquainted your fervants at Bengal, -and that they "will inform you. What 
have I done to he thus Treated ? w Jh&t one - fifcgle aft of my condud that 
can be fairly placed in the fcale againft me as a reafon for fuch injuries ? 
Finding the innumerable difficulties amidft which I was thrown, and confi- 
dering that in attempting to extricate myfeif, I might only commit fome 
error contrary to my old friendlhip to the Company, I thought it better to 
permit Lord Pigot to do as ht pleafed, and to referve to myfelf only the 
right of reprefentation : this was aU the oppofuion made by me to even the 
mdft violent afts of his Lordfhip's oppreflion; by this conduit I hope not 
only to merit your approbation, but to obtain from you public redrefs for 
every injpftice that has been done me. You will ftow fee very clearly how 
neceflary it is for you to draw a line of prote&ion and fecurity round my 
rights and privileges, to prevent the future ill conduct of any of your go- 
verning fcrvants. It appears to me likewife, that, from the violence that 
has prevailed in the Councils of your fervants, it becomes not me to give 
my opinion relative to their internal difputes ; this is a bufinefs, of which 
you alone are the proper judges ; I have neither right nor wifh to interfere 
in it, therefore I do. not meddle with it ; it is fufficient for me to obferve* 
that I am continually unhappy when there are fuch difputes. For pro* 
moting the advantage and prosperity of your affairs, and the tranquillity 
of the Carnatick and the public fafety, I have and twer will aflift your Re* 
prefentatives the Government here ; they have confirmed to me your pro- ' 
mifes of friendfhip, therefore I hope our nbutual bufinefs will flourifh. It 
is well known, that your orders in regard to Tanjore were given in confe- 
rence of groundlefs reports that prevailed in Enghnd, and from your not 
* being informed of the real ftate of affairs here : and though Lord Pigot, 
when he arrived at Madrafs, plainly perceived that matters had been tmfre- 
prefented, and though I told him fo, and requefted him verbally* and by letter 
< after reprefenting to him the true ftate of affairs) to wait your further or- 
ders, and not to deftroy the rights of your old friend, he gave no attention 
tome ; it was unneceflary for his Lordfhip to have proceeded as he did, when he 
plainly faw that matters had been mifreprefented* but his fcizure of the crop 
that was on the grounds, and which I had fowed and cultivated at an immenfe 
expenfe, was an aft that could never be warranted $ and unleft you give or* 
ders to reftore me the Tanjor^ country) which is my right) 1 (hall never be 

able 
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able to pay my debts, or to dear my affairs of embarraflment. The buGncfs 
of leaving fuch a large fum of money as the revenues of Tanjore in the hands 
of the Rajah, who is difencumbered by his fituation of debt or any great 
publick expenfc, while the reft of the Carnatick can hardly pay the interefl 
of it's debts incurred by taking Tanjore, is a piece of ruinous injuftice, 

■ and totally, contrary to the good fenfe of your orders about Tanjore in 
1769. Tulgajee will certainly employ the revenues in getting the Marafttat* 
the French, or the Dutch, to extricate him from the hands of the Englifh; 
your (hewing fuch favour to him (after the many attempts he has made to 
deftroy the peace of the Carnatick) is juft as bad as ihewing favour to the 

x French, the Dutch, or Hyder Ally. You will hear probably from Colonel 
Upton, your Vakeel at Poona, what he has difcovered of the condudt of 
Tulgajee's emiflaries there ever fince Lord Pigot's reftoration of him. I 
inform you of it as a certainty, which will foon (hew itfelf clearly, that he 

. has like wife renewed his old connexions with the Dutch ; but why ftiould 
1 write you on this fubjtft now? I am confident, that in confequence of my 
former repreientations to you of my rights and diftreftcs, you muft have 
long before now repealed the orders, which Lord Pigot often told me he 
had obtained from you by his own influence, but which you cannot but 
disapprove of, on the lcaft con fide ration of the purpofes for which they 

* were obtained. I am ready at all times to give the Rajah a fufficient main- 
tainance, and every fecqrity for himfelf and his family's prote&ion. There 
are many othprs of my fuBje&s in my dominions pofiefied of rights and 
antiquity fuperior to Tulgajee: 1 never moleft them, and 't is well known 
with what tendernefs I treat them, while they do not attempt independence 
of my authority. 

Next to the bad policy and injuftice of violating publick engage- 
ments to your Allies, is certainly the bad faith of giving protection to 
any of the people that belong to your Allies, and whodefert their matters.* 
I have a heavy complaint to make on this fclbjed, and I particularly re- 
queft, you will give the ftrongcit orders to your Servants not to interfere 
with my jurifdidtion over my own people, nor to interfere in the affairs of 
my t amUy, or Internal Government. 

J have fully explained my fituVtion to your faithful Servants at Bengal, 
and have now laid my inmoft thoughts before you ; what remaineth fdr 
mp then, Jbgjt to place my whole dependence in your jufticc and fupport, 

and 
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and to renew to you my declaration of this truth, which is, that while I 
live my attachment and that of my Family (hall remain unalterably 
ftrong towards my beft Friends, the Company, and the whole Englifk 
Nation. 


What can I fay more ? 


Given at Chepauk, Sept. 35th, 1776; 


P. S. I enclofe for your information a copy of the laft Letter which the 
Governor of Madrafs has fent me : it enclofed a copy of the Refolutions* 
of the Governor-General and Council, which I likewife fend. 

From the day of Lord Pigot*s arrival to his being depofed, the time that 
fiiould have been employed in promoting the bufinefs ot the Company 
and me, and eftablifhing the tranquillity of the Carnatick, was ipent in 
difputes and difagreements amongft your Servants. After his Lordibip 
had finifhed the Tanjore bufineis, I told him, that what he had done was 
contrary to my rights, and that I would make my reprefemations fully 
to the Company, and expcft juftice from England v that he ought then 
to give his attention to the bufinefs of the Company, and the advantage 
of the Carnatick and publick affairs •, but his Lord (hip gave no attention 
to any thing, except to carrying on fuch bufinefs as anfwered his own 
purpofes, and which he had planned in England, and came here to exe- 
cute. I am the firft and firmed friend to the Company in India, and I 
confider our profperity and adverfity as mutual; and every thing which I 
think for the advantage of your affairs and the Carnatick I always lay 
before your Representatives here. In the Government of Mr. Wynch, I 
acquainted him by letter with the intention of Hyder Ally Cawn to con- 
quer the Cudapor Country, dependent upon the Carnatick, and alfo the 
Countries of Adony, Humoul, and that of Morarow. They had applied 
to me, and informed me, that if the Company and I would affift them,, 
they and their Troops would always be attached to us in good and bad 
fortune : this I laid before Mr. Wynch, and told him, that if he would 
comply with it, I would fend a Garrifon of my Troops to Cudapor ; that 
Bazalet Jung, Phoufdar of Adony, Manour Cawn, Phoufdar of Humoul,. 
Morarow, a friend of the Company, and the Zemindars in thpfe parts r 
could aflemble troops to the amount of twelve thoufand horfe,,and fifteen or 
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twenty thoiifand Seapoys, and would join tfs without any expenfe to us $ 

that thofe Troops, with the Company's and mine, would be capable of 

keeping Hyder Ally in awe, and preventing him from railing troubles or 

adding co his power, and that he would be thereby obliged CO be fubjedltd 

iur 01 tiers. 

. »• - ... , 

: After Lord Pigofs arrival here, Hyder Ally formed an alliance with the 

thoufdar of Cudapor, defeated Bazalet Jung's Troops, and marching 

againll the Fort of Guttee, where Morarow refided, he ihvfefted it ; and 

though I applied to his Lordfhip to write to Hyder Ally that. Morarow was 

included in a treaty of alliance with the Company, and that he ftiduld not 

attack him, his Lordfliip would not comply, therefore the Fort and Country 

of Morarow fell into Hyder Ally's hands, and he himfelf was made prifoner, 

and carried in the mod difgraceful manner to Serringapataih, where he 

fyas received, and now receives, every kind of dishonour and injury. Nov* 

that Hyder Ally Has got pofleffion of the Country of -Morarow, and in fadfc 

governs Cudapor, Cumoul, and Adpny^ there is no end of his arrogance j 

<and he is, daily employed in largely encreafing his ^Troops ind Military 

Stoies : he has wrote to France, requefting a confiderable number of 

T i oops to befent to him, and offering to pay for them ; ahd he has alfo 

j>revailtd on the Governor of Negapatam to write to BataVia for the fame 

purpofe. His fole intention is to raife difturbances in the Carhatick, and 

to deftroy the Englifh. A number of his Troops are aflembled towards 

Diraiegul, near Madura, which is part of my Country, and ih the diftriA 

*>f Jugdee, which is in the neighbourhood of the Fort of Ambore and 

Vellore, belonging to me. 

f 4 _ 

To be able to oppofe Hyder Ally, it is neceffary that the Company 
jfliould have Cavalry -, feeing this, I raifed fome regiments, but from the 
tad air in this county many of the horfes died, therefore 1 u fed every year 
to buy others, for compearing the regiments at the feaft of Tripety, which 
*s in my country, where the dealers ufed to bring their horfes to fell; but 
from Hyder Ally's interfering in the Cudapor Country, and porting his 
.people in all the roads leading to Tripety, and even within three cofs of it, 
he forcibly flops all the horfes, and fends them into his own country: he 
alfo flops the merchants-, therefore it is very difficult for me to get either ' 
horfes, camels, or gold cloths. My regiments now want fnany hories, and 
I cannot fupply them. It is the intention of Hyder Ally Cawn to over- 
power the Englifh, by having a large body 6f horfe, and by not letting us 
have any. As I am a true friend to you, gentlemen,. I write thus fully for 
your information, and hope for the peace of l the Carnatick and the -proi- 
'jpcrity of iny affairs from yodr friendship ahd affiftance. 
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Extraft of a Letter from the Rajah of Tanjorc, dated 7th May, 1776* 

Ifhaventarow, who had been in my fervice, fled to Hyder's Country 
after this fort was taken •, when he heard that your Lordlhip had been 
pleafed to re-cftablifh me in my Dominions, he afked Hyder's permiflion 
to return hither. Hyder defired him to carry a Letter, together with a 
prefent of a drefs, and Tome horfes for me «, Ifhaventarow told him, that 
if he went as his Vackeel he could obey his commands with propriety, 
but not otherwise. Hyder told him, that he mud at all events carry 4 
Letter, which he did, and prefented it to me ; it is enclofed for your 
Lordfhip' s pefufal, and I wait your orders concerning it. 

Tranflation of a Letter from Hyder Ally to the Rajah of Tanjore. 

I received with great pleafure the accounts of your reftoration from my 
Vackeel at Madrafs ; fix months before you loft Tanjore I frequently 
wrote you of your approaching danger, but I have not been able to learn 
whether you thought my advice worthy of attention. It was your fate 
that thefc things fhould happen t however* by the favour of the Almighty 
your kingdom'has been reftored to you. The Europeans have (hewn you 
great mark£ of friendfhip and regards you mud therefore abide by their 
advice, and they will continue to aflift you. 

IfliaventarOw took lip his refidence here fome time * he is very defirous 
to return to yoi>. When he fignified his intention to me, I gave him leave 
to depart. He is a man of family, and your fervant, and will inform you 
'of every thing relating to this Country. 

4*et me hear of yo w welfare that I may rejoice.— -What can I fay more? 
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